
 

 

Photographs taken from Women’s War Work in Maintaining the Industries and Export Trade 
of the United Kingdom (London, 1916). DUL ref: Grey Pam 70 





About this extract 

These photographs are taken from Women’s War Work: in Maintaining the In-
dustries and Export of the United Kingdom, a report that was issued by the 

War Office in 1916 to document the roles filled by women during the Great 

War.  

 

School activities 

(1) Split the class into groups and ask each group to concentrate on one of the 

photographs. Ask them to think about what the work would have been like, 

what the people in the photograph might have been thinking about the 

work, the people they work with or life in general.  After 5-10 minutes ask 

the children to recreate the photograph as a freeze-frame. Let the rest 

of the class guess what activity is being undertaken. Finally, ask the chil-

dren recreating the image to say one or two sentences about what their 

character is doing, why and what they think about the job.  

(2) Each group should then use the relevant sheet to fill in the speech bubbles 

recording the thoughts of their characters.  

(3) Discuss why these images were taken with the class. What are they trying 

to show? What don’t they show or tell us? Has their meaning and relevance 

changed over time?  

 

Extension activities 

(1) Ask the children  to draw a cartoon image of an event in their own life 

which they believe will one day become iconic for either personal  or public 

reasons. (It could be as simple as watching television, playing a game, 

planting vegetables etc.) They could write an accompanying paragraph ex-

plaining their choices.  

 

Uses for the text 

These images have been chosen to develop skills of writing in role (Y6 T1). The 

activities can be further developed by asking the children to describe the peo-

ple in the photographs from different perspectives or they could carry out 

further research on the lives of women in the First World War and compose a 

more detailed biographical account.  



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 


