
Your Mini Guide to Van Mildert College

Van Mildert



The WORLD might be stretching it, but we 
believe we are the best college in Durham by 
a long shot.

This Mini Guide is written for future students by 

current Mildertians in order to tell you all about the 
fantastic opportunities on offer and to let you have 
a taste of what life is like at one of the most vibrant 
of Durham University colleges. We love Mildert and 
want to share with you what makes it so special!

So read on to find out more about our 

fantastic college!

Hello

Visit our website: 
www.durham.ac.uk/van-mildert.college

Find out more...

*   Working hard and playing hard: 

we are a prime example of the 

‘Durham differen
ce’ and here at 

Mildert y
ou are presented with so 

many possibilitie
s with which to 

get involved, it is
 easy to make 

the most of your tim
e here. T

his 

is the main reason why Durham 

students are so employable.



Being a Mildertian means…

*  Getting a real say from day one in how your Junior 

Common Room (JCR) is run, voting on how we 

spend our money and who you’re represented by.

*  Support from all angles (so you never feel out of 

your depth).

*  Raising money for charity and making a real 

difference in our community. The College 

runs its own outreach schemes and our 

projects are continually increasing in 

number.

*  The Van Mildert Alumni Association means that 

whether we need funding or help with careers workshops there 

are chances for current students to benefit directly from past ones.

*  Spending the summer term revising for the exams: 

Lying on the grass, in the sunshine, with the ducks!

*  Having a merry old time at formals, complete with Latin grace and 

applause for the kitchen staff… just don’t get up to go to the toilet 

before the main course!

*  Taking a break and sitting in the University’s best bar on a relaxing 

afternoon, watching FRIENDS.

*  Leading a committee, running your own full-scale musical or the 

annual Fashion Show or just lending a hand to run our annual 

outdoor music festival.

*  Playing for some of the best sports teams in the 

University and helping Mildert maintain its high 

ranking in the college league.

The JCR is the Junior Common Room, and is made up of all the undergraduates at the College. It has committees, societies and sports teams that you can join, and if there isn’t something you like, you can create it! We run ourselves and have a significant turnover and you decide where you want that money to be spent. We put on a huge number of events, not least your induction week, so that your University experience is the best it can be!



Durham’s Biggest 
Outdoor Music Festival…

Jam by the Lake is the perfect way to kick back 
and celebrate the end of exams. Free live music, 
sunshine, ice cream and exciting t-shirts, what 
more could you want? Every year we get some 
great bands, recent headliners include 
The Holloways, Frank Turner and Polarsets.

Fashion Show…

Mildert’s Annual Charity Fashion Show is 
yet another way Mildert gives back to the 
community. Each year a group of talented and 
motivated people give up their time to create 
a spectacular runway show, with music and 
dance. Recently, some have even designed their 
own clothing ranges.

 

What’s on and 
how to make it happen

Visit our website: 
www.durham.ac.uk/van-mildert.college

Find out more



‘Mildert Day’…

A day to relish being a Mildertian and all 
that this entails. Hang out by the lake, relax 
and soak up the sun whilst watching your 
friends be gunged for being the ‘college 
chimney’. In the evening, gather together for 
the largest formal of the year and celebrate 
the achievements of your peers with the 
presentation of the College awards.

Balls…

Each term Mildert plays host to some of 

the University’s biggest balls. The Ball 

Committee TRANSFORMS the College 

into a magical playground, with themes 

ranging from ‘Alice in Wonderland’ to 

‘Monopoly’. Previous attractions have 

included our very own ice rink in the 

winter and boats on the lake in the 

summer. The Summer Ball poses a great 

challenge to those willing to accept it: 

stay up for 12 hours and make it to the 

survivors’ photo and 6am breakfast.

Musical, Cabaret 

and the ‘48-hour Production’…

For those gifted in the art of singing 

and dancing, Mildert is the place for you. 

In Michaelmas term we have our annual 

Cabaret, which is a fantastic opportunity 

for people to showcase their talents. 

Epiphany term brings with it a full-scale 

musical production; previous shows have 

included ‘Fame’, ‘Rent’, ‘Sweeney Todd’ 

and ‘Guys and Dolls’. After the summer 

exams, Mildert poses an even greater 

challenge: rehearse and produce a 

musical in 48 hours!

Visit our website: 
www.durham.ac.uk/van-mildert.college



DUCK – Durham University 
Charities Kommittee

Mildert, as well as being known for our ducks 
on the lake, has one of the best branches 
of the DUCK organisation. We run rag raids 
about three times a term; free trips to places 
such as Manchester, Edinburgh and London, 
to collect money for specific charities. 

Young Persons Project

This project aims to enrich the lives of 
young people in the local area and show 
them what is possible. This is particularly 
achieved through the residential in the 
Easter break, where underprivileged young 
people come and experience life at Mildert 
for themselves.

SIC VOS NON VOBIS

Here at Mildert we have a strong sense of 
community responsibility. We aim to give 
back to every part of society; our college 
motto “sic vos non vobis” (do ye not for 

yourselves) translates into everyday life 
through our array of outreach projects:



Carers’ Respite Committee

The broad aims of the project are to give parent 
carers of disabled children a break and to give 
disabled children and their siblings a chance 
to do lots of fun things they may not otherwise 
get chance to do. From a day out at the farm to 
playing parachute games and giant snakes and 
ladders, not only does this project really help 
people but it also gives volunteers a chance to 
embrace their inner child!

Community Visiting Scheme

This project offers the chance to meet some of 
the most interesting people in Durham, with 
students pairing up to meet some of the elderly 
population. This project not only helps the 
elderly people but also helps bridge the gap 
between locals and students.

Primary School Project

This project sends about 40 volunteers into 
four primary schools. The volunteers prepare, 
run and develop extra-curricular activities free 
of charge for children aged between 4 and 
11. We have a strong set of language clubs 
as well as nature, drama, dance and girls 
football clubs.

Prison Project

The Van Mildert Prison Project aims to make a 
difference to fellow young people in a nearby 
secure training centre. Acting as a mentor you 
will be encouraged to chat and socialise with 
the residents.

- ‘do ye not for yourselves’

“Before coming to Mildert 

outreach wasn’t something I was 

involved with but when I took on 

a key role in the Carers Respite 

Committee, I couldn’t get enough. 

It gave me drive, confidence and 

determination, and defined my 

first year. I loved every minute 

of it.”

Bethany Clarke, 

Chair, Carers’ Respite Committee



Doing it 
for the Bishop!!*

Visit our website: 
www.durham.ac.uk/van-mildert.college

Find out more...

At Mildert there really is something for 

everyone, and if it doesn’t already exist 
then we’ll help you set it up.

The level of student involvement here is 
higher than any other college in Durham, 
but don’t worry, there really is no pressure 
to get involved unless you want to; we 
simply hope there is enough going on that 
means there is something for everyone and 
our guiding principle is simply that you get 
out of college what you put into it!

Whether you want to write the College 
pantomime with arts committee, report 
on the big issues for ‘The Mildertian’ 
(our College magazine), or learn how to 
operate lights and sound for a production 
with Technical Productions Committee, as 
one of the largest colleges in Durham with 
over 1,000 JCR members, there is the 
opportunity for student involvement 
at every level.

We have committees and societies 
ranging from organising massive events, 
to improving our environment, being a 
Freshers’ Rep or working in the Library.

JCR Governance – a chance to be a greater part of the student democracy
The JCR is run wholly by students and 
through various committees you have the 
opportunity to have your say on how it 
is governed, who it is governed by and 
where our money is spent. Be in control of 
the JCR finances by sitting on Finance 
Committee and have your say on the 
democratic proceedings by attending 
Constitution Committee or lead our JCR 
by running for a position on Executive 
Committee. 
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Mildert is renowned for EXCELLING 

in sport; we are often found at the top of the 
University league table and have particularly 
successful rugby, football, netball and 
cheerleading teams. As one of the largest 
Durham colleges we have a fantastic array 
of talented athletes (as well as some not so 
talented) but our sports teams cater for 
every level of ability, and no previous 
experience is needed to join. 

No matter what your sporting interest you 
will surely find a way to fulfill your adrenaline 
needs; whether you want to become a true 
Durhamite and take up rowing, put your family 
beach trips to good use by joining Mildert 
Ultimate Frisbee or keep it more subdued and 
play for our college pool or darts teams.

We also have some GREAT sporting facilities.

Our fully equipped college gym means you’ll 
have no excuse not to keep fit, complete with 
free weights, cardio machines and even a 
vibrating plate. 

There are also tennis courts near to the College 
which are free to Mildert students and our 
rowing club has its own riverside boathouse. 
What more could you want?

Sport at 
Van Mildert

Visit our website: 
www.durham.ac.uk/van-mildert.college

Find out more

There over 20 different sports clubs 

at Mildert; some take their sport 

very seriously, and others are far 

more laid back but the Mildert’s 

well-stocked trophy cabinet proves 

that this is another area where 

Mildert comes out on top!
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Accommodation

At Mildert we have around 515 networked study 

bedrooms on-site and college accommodation is 
available to all first year students.

Van Mildert has some of the best standard 
accommodation in the University and no matter 
where you live students love their experience of 
living in college.

Music Rooms

We’re one of only two colleges with a fully 

functioning recording studio as well as 
two practice rooms. Free of charge to all 
Mildertians, they provide a great space to jam 
without disturbing your corridor.

The Bar

The hub of college life, our student-run bar has 
won the ‘Best Bar None’ award for many years. 
It’s a great place to unwind and catch up with 
friends; a range of alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
drinks, a relaxing atmosphere, where else would 
you want to socialise? It also hosts open mic 
nights, bar parties and a quiz. 

The Shop 

Run by Services Committee, we have a one 
stop shop for all your snacking needs; the 
shop stocks a wide variety of food as well 
as toiletries and a toastie making service. 

The Library

A great resource right on your doorstep. Our 
Library houses 12,000+ academic texts, a 
careers and study-skills section, and course-
related DVDs as well as offering a quiet space for 
you to study. In addition to the library resources, 
the College also provides a suite of networked 
PCs for Mildertians to use; particularly useful for 
those students who need to access specialised 
computer programmes for their course.

Home wasn’t 
built in a day… 

Visit our website: 
www.durham.ac.uk/van-mildert.college

Find out more

… but with Mildert being THE ONLY 
CATERED COLLEGE where you don’t 
have to share a room, it begins to feel like 
home pretty quickly.



The one thing that nearly all Mildert students 
would attest to is that Mildert’s vibrant 
community spirit is the most important thing 
to them in relation to college life. There is 
ALWAYS SUPPORT available from a wide 
variety of people including the College’s Senior 
Tutors, Chaplain, Mentors, JCR Welfare Team, 
JCR Executive Committee, college parents 
(students in their second or third year who 
are taking the same course as you), as well 
as other college staff. The transition from 
school to university can be challenging 
and the College strives to support everyone 
through this process.

The College is also able to help and advise 
students in need of financial support. The 
Senior Tutors are able to make small awards 
from the College’s own Student Support Fund, 
established as a result of generous alumni 
donations, which helps students who find 
themselves in financial hardship. They can also 
provide advice and assistance to those students 
who are eligible to apply to the University’s 
Student Hardship Scheme. Van Mildert also 
has its own Travel Bursary Scheme to support 
students who wish to use their summer 
vacation to participate in an overseas project. 

Support and 
community

Visit our website: 
www.durham.ac.uk/van-mildert.college

Find out more

“Mildert o
ffers so much support, 

from careers
 advice to mental 

health, which is so important 

in the tra
nsition from pupil, 

to student, and to life 
after 

University. It’s
 one of the things 

that makes Mildert s
uch a 

supportive community, and a 

fantastic environment for both 

academic work and social life
.”

Bryony Whiting 

 JCR Welfare Officer




