
VAN MILDERT COLLEGE TRUST

Masters by Research Scholarship
Diplomacy, Con�ict and the Environment in the
School of Government and International A�airs

Van Mildert College welcomes applications for this generous scholarship which will support an outstanding candidate studying 
for a Masters by Research degree. The research project will address connections between environmental change, con�ict and 
diplomacy. The Durham Global Security Institute (DGSi) will provide the academic home for the project, and the research should 
contribute to its intellectual agenda of interdisciplinarity, innovative applied research and policy relevance. The research will be 
supervised by Professor Roger Mac Ginty (roger.macginty@durham.ac.uk).

The successful applicant will also become a member of Van Mildert College, and will be expected to contribute to the social and 
intellectual life of the College, including its Middle Common Room. This may include carrying out duties as a mentor for the 
undergraduate student community. Scholarship holders are also required to present their research as a conversation, poster or 
talk in College upon submission of their thesis.

The studentship will support research on a topic that is policy-oriented and the Van Mildert College Trust has identi�ed the 
following illustrative examples. and the Van Mildert College Trust has identi�ed the following research topics. Applicants should 
choose one as a basis for their research.

1. The UK-Indo-Paci�c tilt: What are the drivers and imperatives?
2. The UK as a good European neighbour in the post-Brexit world, with a speci�c emphasis on Euro-Atlantic defence and security.
3. The UK as a force for good: how should we measure success?
4. What does a ‘green recovery’ from COVID look like over the longer-term?
5. How do we get the Sustainable Development Goals back on track? 
6. Resilience: what are the criteria for state resilience?

The successful candidate will register for a full-time Masters by Research at SGIA, Durham University. The scholarship covers fees 
(up to the level of home/EU), accommodation and meals within Van Mildert College and a stipend of £5,500. The start date for the 
scholarship will be agreed �exibly with the successful candidate in light of current global circumstances. Prior to submission 
applicants should have discussed their proposed research with Professor Roger Mac Ginty. The scholarship holder will also be 
able to apply for research support funding through DGSi and the School of Government and International A�airs where 
appropriate.

About Van Mildert College -  Centred around a lake in spacious, leafy grounds, Van Mildert College o�ers a beautiful setting in 
which to live and study. As one of the larger 'hill colleges' with a diverse community of over 1700 students, sta� and mentors from 
all over the world, Van Mildert o�ers a relaxed and lively environment with a wide range of activities on o�er and a lively, 
welcoming and supportive postgraduate community. More at: durham.ac.uk/van-mildert.college/

How to apply - Applications in the form of a CV and a 1,500 word statement of the proposed research project should be sent to 
The Principal of Van Mildert College via vm.development@durham.ac.uk by 1700 hours GMT on 12 July 2021.  

Candidates must also provide their email address in addition to contact details for two academic referees. Short-listed candidates 
may be invited to an online interview and will be required to apply online to the University for formal acceptance onto the MA by 
Research programme in SGIA in conjunction with their application for this scholarship. Applicants should list Van Mildert College 
as their preferred College on their application, Professor Mac Ginty as their supervisor, and make clear that their application 
relates to this scholarship opportunity. The quality and suitability of the proposal for an MA by research degree will, alongside the 
academic track-record to date of the candidates, and the policy relevance of the proposed research, be a crucial element of the 
selection process. 


