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Pilgrimage can be a search or 
long journey for moral or spiritual 
significance. Typically a pilgrimage 
is a journey to a shrine or other 
location of importance to a  
person’s beliefs and faith, although 
sometimes it can be a journey into 
someone’s own beliefs or education. 
In this case it can represent the 
contemporary journeys that  
students have made to come to 
Durham University.

Saint Cuthbert is associated with the 
Lindisfarne Gospels the  illuminated 
manuscript produced at Lindisfarne 
in Northumberland in the 8th 
century. After St Cuthbert’s death 
he became central to the reformed 
identity of Northumbria and he has 
been described as “perhaps the most 
popular saint in England”. In 698 
Cuthbert was reburied at Lindisfarne  
In 995 the “community of Cuthbert” 
removed Cuthbert’s body and 
travelled to Durham and Cuthbert’s 
shrine at Durham Cathedral 
became a major pilgrimage site 

throughout the Middle Ages. The 
relics of St Cuthbert have been a 
focus for prayer and veneration by 
Christians for centuries. The late 
7th-century wooden coffin has been 
carefully preserved by the religious 
communities of Lindisfarne, Chester-
le-Street and Durham.

In 2016 Durham Cathedral has 
opened the Open Treasure museum 
which will exhibit the Cuthbert relics 
and continue to attract millions of 
visitors to the city.

The idea for the arts project has been 
developed with the local community 
and local authority. The arts project 
has been produced by North East 
curator Matthew Jarratt on behalf 
of Alumno and the sculptures will 
be funded as part of Alumno’s 
commitment to making a special 
environment at Sheraton Park which 
can be enjoyed by local residents and 
Durham University students.

We are planning to commission  
3 sculptures in 2017 on the theme 
of international pilgrimage and 
journeys at the centre of the new 
garden landscape at Sheraton Park.

Our 3 artists are drawn from three 
countries which have strong links to 
Durham University and each artist has 
been invited to respond to the idea of 
‘Pilgrimage and Journeys’ which has 
great historical significance for Durham.  
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XIANG YANG
Chinese Journey

Xiang’s proposal for a cast bronze 
sculpture titled ‘The Shore We Can 
Reach’ and is inspired by the Maritime 
Silk Route which linked China to the 
world and individuals to distant shores.  

Xiang’s proposal has 3 elements:

•  the boat image in the style depicted 
in Chinese literati paintings as a 
spiritual ‘arc’ type image. 

•  The architectural structure above 
the hull is a Chinese Zen house 
combined with Western-style arches. 
It is proposed as an embrace of 
different cultures and a home for 
travelers and explorers.

•  The Journey – The linear shape 
running through the sculpture is 
both a  symbol of the ‘arrow of 
time’ and a depiction of the ancient 
Chinese Maritime Silk Route, dating 
back 2000 years.

Xiang is based in Beijing where  
he has become one of the leading 
contemporary artists in China including 
a recent exhibition in London in 2015 
where he ‘sailed’ a large scale 
sculptural boat along the River 
Thames. Xiang often creates sculpture 
by recycling materials from reclaimed 
Chinese furniture and buildings 
highlighting the tension between 
contemporary China and its ancient 
traditions. In 2017 he is planning 
to embark on an international sea 
journey in a sculptural boat from 
China to Europe. 

ARTIST PROPOSAL
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FABIO VIALE 
European Journey

The scallop shell is an important 
symbol for pilgrims along famous 
Saints Trails such as the Camino de 
Santiago. Medieval Christians wore a 
scallop shell symbol on their clothes 
as a symbol of their pilgrimage. They 
also carried the shell, and would 
present it at the church, where one 
would receive as much sustenance as 
he could take with one ‘scoop’.

Fabio’s proposal combines 2 
large scale marble scallop shells 
interlocking together to represent 
the integration of spiritual and 
educational journey’s in Durham.

Fabio is an Italian sculptor who  
makes extraordinary carved works in 
marble. He was born in Cuneo and 
now lives and works in Turin, Italy. 
Fabio has had numerous international 
exhibitions and has a reputation for 
taking marble, a rather bulky material, 
and transforming it into something 
much lighter, almost deceiving the eye 
which can create visual illusions with 
this most traditional sculpture material.

ARTIST PROPOSAL
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BRUCE GERNAND
American Journey

Graduating from San Fransisco State 
University, Bruce studied sculpture 
at Central School of Art and Design 
and the Royal College of Art. Bruce 
develops sculpture in cast iron,  
bronze and ceramic, often using  
3d technology to draw and visualise 
his ideas.

In the academic world, he was Head 
of Sculpture at Central Saint Martins 
and Senior Research Fellow. 

He undertaken several residencies, 
some at the European Ceramic Work 
Centre and has exhibited 
internationally.

Bruce Gernand’s travels in America 
present an opportunity to revisit in 
imagination the landscapes of the 
country. Using digital technology, he 
explores those areas where the land 
is a place for spiritual experience. 

Fire was a symbol and catalyst during 
ritual gatherings and pilgrimage for 
Native Americans.

Bruce has developed a proposal for 
a sculptural pathway winding through 
an American landscape, towards 
a flame, rising from a dramatic 
‘digitised’ landform.
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