
THE EPIPHANY 2016 ISSUE

the  
Ustinovian

Global citizens Lea and Joe at the international dress party. (Photo: Anne Johnsen)

16 2014

the  
Ustinovian

8 28



2

The Ustinovian Epiphany Term 2016

MASTHEAD

Editor 
Rebecca Bouveng

Deputy Editor and Layout & Design  
Michael Baker

Contributing Editors 
Alice Chadwick
Siobhan Harper
Jillian Maguire
Justin Marinelli

Contributors
Mike Appels, Michael Baker, Veronica 
Benduski, Matthew Blow, Rebecca 
Bouveng, Nicoleta Burbach, Elena 
Burgos-Martinez, Chao Cai, Jasmine 
Cross, Siobhan Harper, Jana Hengs-
tler, Anne Johnsen, Marc Owen Jones, 
Thomas Knight, Yim Ming (Connie) 
Kwong, Mika Laiho, Xiaoxiao Ma, Prof. 
Glenn McGregor, Jillian Maguire, Justin 
Marinelli, Jenna Mazzella, Vicky Meaby, 
Andrew Messenger, Hagen Metzing 
O’Neill, Lea Muething, Zarja Mursic, 
Jenine de Vries, Ying (Jane) Zhang

Photos/Images
Mike Appels, Michael Baker, Veron-
ica Benduski, Anne Johnsen, Jil-
lian Maguire, Andrew Messenger, 
Hagen Metzing O’Neill, Hsing 
Pen-Yuan, Brian D. Taylor

Contents
Editor’s Letter ............................................................................................3
Comrades! I must leave you ....................................................................4
Hi there! from the new Treasurer ...........................................................5
What does welfare mean to you? ............................................................5
Spreading the LGBT+ love ......................................................................6
Ustinov Women’s Pool bring back bronze .............................................6
SCR talk reveals ‘Secrets of Durham’s Mass Graves’ ............................7
Aye, your first Burns Night formal is ne’er forgot .................................8
A toast to the lasses  .............................................................................. 10
A toast to the lads  ................................................................................. 11
Eating my way through Super Bowl 50 at Ustinov Bar .................... 14
A solar-powered Ustinovian’s adventures Down Under .................. 16
‘My supervisor warned me I might have to go to Canada’............... 19
A cheeky field report from Hagen’s island ......................................... 20
Tom McLeish and the subtle science of slimy substances ................ 22
Do ethics count when states turn to force? ........................................ 23
Café des (textile) Arts holds a rug-making workshop  ..................... 24
International career session hits on hot topics .................................. 25
Stories about the ways women inspire us ........................................... 26
What’s in a home? .................................................................................. 28
Play breathes new life into Darwin’s discovery process .................... 29
Exploring the divide between North and South ................................ 29
Fieldwork in ‘European Quarters’ of Brussels and Strasbourg ........ 30
A social anthropologist’s adventure in Exeter.................................... 31
Talking late Middle Ages in Leeds ...................................................... 31
Ustinov at Uppsala! Anne to unpack global citizenship .................. 32
Wind and rain no match for volunteer gardeners ............................. 33
Fundraising for the Foundation .......................................................... 34
Disney expert weighs in on Peter Ustinov’s Disney best .................. 36
Four Durham graduates who couldn’t quit the North East ............. 38
Where’s Wilko? ...................................................................................... 39
And where’s Molly? ............................................................................... 39

The Ustinovian is published 
online at http://community.dur.
ac.uk/the.ustinovian, and col-
lected in print at end of term, 
three times per year. It is pro-
duced by the students of Ustinov 
College. We accept articles on 
various subjects from Ustinovi-
ans present and past. Query let-
ters, and suggestions for stories 
and photography may be sent 
to ustinov.publication@durham.
ac.uk. 



3

The Ustinovian Epiphany Term 2016

Principal’s Letter
Prof. Glenn McGregor
Hello there, Ustinovians. 

It’s hard to believe it is March 
already. Winter seems to have flown 
by in a blink. Evidence that we are 
now definitely in a different place, 
compared to winter, abounds as spring 
flowers emerge and the days lengthen. 

March this year marks progress in 
various ways. Firstly, it represents my 
second anniversary at Ustinov College 
and I can say it is a resounding priv-
ilege and pleasure to be Principal of 
such a great College. I remain deeply 
impressed with the fantastic commu-
nity spirit at Ustinov and the way in 
which we celebrate the strength that 
arises from diversity, interdisciplinar-
ity, and collegiality. 

A manifestation of this celebra-
tion is the great range of events pro-
vided under the chapeau of the Col-
lege’s Global Citizenship Programme 
(GCP) which is going from strength to 
strength and assisting with raising our 
profile in a number of local to inter-
national circles. GCP events are of 
course augmented by those organised 
by our two ‘common rooms’, namely 
the Graduate Common Room (GCR) 
and the Senior Common Room 
(SCR). The rich programme makes for 
a lively and rewarding time at Ustinov. 

Another March milestone is that 
Professor Maggie O’Neill, who was 

Principal at Ustinov 2012–14, will 
be leaving Durham University at the 
end of March to take up the position 
of Head of the Department of Soci-
ology at York University. Those of us 
who know Maggie appreciate what a 
champion of Ustinov College she has 
been during her time at Durham and 
wish her well at York. 

As part of the University’s com-
mitment to ensuring high standards 
in all that it does, Ustinov College 
was subject to a review on 10 March. 
The review process occurs every six 
years for all Colleges and academic 
departments. The purpose is to reflect 
holistically on a College’s activity as it 
relates to the student experience and 
to the support and welfare of students 
within an academic community. The 
review is intended to take a strategic 
overview of student experience and 
student support, and assure the Uni-
versity of the effectiveness with which 
a college is undertaking and managing 
these activities. 

I am happy to report that feedback 
from the reviewers (a ten-member 
review team) was very positive. I think 
it is safe to say that Ustinov College 
is one of the jewels in the crown of 
the University, and definitely makes a 
noticeable contribution to Durham’s 
reputation.

Later in March I will submit a 
business case to the University for 
a new building at Ustinov that will 
provide much-needed postgradu-
ate study space. My personal view is 
that this dedicated study space would 
be a game-changer for Ustinov and 
the University, as it would not only 
enhance the postgraduate learning 
and research environment but add 
significantly to the overall postgradu-
ate student experience at Durham. I 
am sure you will join me in crossing 
your fingers in the hope that our case 
is approved.       

Lastly March signifies the midpoint 
of the academic year for postgraduate 
students. No doubt PGT students are 
thinking about the exams and disser-
tation work that lie ahead, while PGR 
students are reflecting on progress to 
date. 

Colleagues and I are of course con-
scious of the pressures that deadlines 
and exams bring, so make sure you 
find some quality time to relax and 
take in some fresh air and/or attend 
one of the many activities that the 
College, GCR, and SCR are putting 
on over the coming months.

Editor’s Letter
Rebecca Bouveng

Welcome to another fun-filled, 
action-packed and super-diverse edi-
tion of The Ustinovian! Grab a coffee, 
sit back, relax, and immerse yourself 
in stories from Ustinov and Ustinovi-
ans near and far. 

Our GCR President bids farewell 
(again, this time for real) and surveys 
the GCR’s many accomplishments 
over the past years, and new officers 

introduce themselves and their work. 

We celebrate sisters: the lasses get a 
Burns Night toast, the Women’s Pool 
team wins a medal, and a host of Usti-
novians stand up to share their stories 
about women who inspire. We have 
‘postcards’ from Ustinovians in Can-
ada, Australia, Brussels, and the Inner 
Hebrides—even Southampton, where 
famous feline Molly has taken up new 
residence. 

GCP teams have been involved in 
everything from slime research and 

rug-making to just war theory and 
the North-South divide. ‘Strength 
through diversity’ has never been so 
aptly portrayed, especially at the UIF’s 
International Dress Party, a glorious 
panoply of cultural expression.

Finally, as the College adopts a new 
tagline (‘Ustinov College: local com-
munity, global citizens’), we ask what 
it really means to be a global citizen. In 
a community full of different nation-
alities, cultures, and ways of seeing the 
world, this will be a hot topic. 

(Photo: Michael Baker) 
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Comrades! I must leave you
Marc Owen Jones 
GCR President
‘These days, right now, these are 
the good old days.’ So said Richard 
Zanuck, and probably a couple of oth-
ers. Such a sentiment reflects precisely 
my own spell at Ustinov. I have known 
for some time that this is a special 
place in which lifelong friendships and 
memories are forged, and so have long 
been sad of the day I would have to 
leave. That day is approaching, and so 
it is with great sadness that I must also 
bid farewell as President of the Ustinov 
College GCR. (Vice President Kirstyn 
Raitz will step up until the next elec-
tion in June.)

Sentiments, clichés, and aphorisms 
aside (all of which have been success-
fully crammed into the opening par-
agraph), I have been at Ustinov for a 
total of five years (one for my  Master's 
and four years for my PhD). Ordinar-
ily, such a length of membership in an 
organization would be commendable, 
although in the world of academia, 
the opposite is true. Departments are 
generally keen to see the back of PhD 
students, as it means that they have 
finished, and are not lingering about 
and tarnishing completion records. 

Yet if departments pushed, Ustinov 
has pulled. The life here—a mix of 
propinquity, collegiality, friendly staff, 
postgraduatism (let’s make it a thing), 
and internationalism—creates a tre-
mendous gravity. But the atmosphere, 
that’s where the GCR comes in. That’s 
why it has been an honour to serve for 
three years on the GCR committee. It 
is an experience, as those who under-
take it realise, that is demanding but 
also rewarding. It is a break from the 
often abstract nature of academia and 
an opportunity to hone and learn new 
practical skills while taking an active 
role in fostering a sense of community. 

The GCR has come a good way over 
the last two years. We are financially 

more stable, thanks to the difficult but 
necessary decisions to forego an exor-
bitant Sky TV fee, and increase the 
gym fee and the GCR levy. We have 
become a registered charity, and are 
now one of the few independent stu-
dent bodies among Durham's colleges. 
We have ‘enhanced our global image’ 
with a burgeoning multimedia pres-
ence, including two new websites, an 
mobile app, and multiple videos. 

We have also continued to organise 
a fantastic number of events, includ-
ing open mics, formals, charity fund-
raisers, quizzes, family events, BBQs, 
and many others. We even have our 
own sports shed, a creative solution to 
a lack of storage space for equipment 
for Ustinov teams.

There are still plans to be realised, 
of course. There are tentative sketches 
to create a movie room in  place of the 
current TV room. On a grander scale, 
the GCR are working to ensure that 
student opinion informs College plans 
for a dedicated study space. 

Yet while there are exciting new 
projects, there are spectres that lurk 
ahead. The GCR have encountered 
and ‘inherited’ various ongoing strug-
gles. The University's commitment to 
avoiding risk, no matter how remote, 
affects our finances and our autonomy. 
Last year the University pressured the 
GCR to pay university catering for the 
summer BBQ, despite our spotless his-
tory with the event’s food safety. 

The bar, often the social hub of 
Ustinov’s community, does not earn 
enough to direct profits to the Col-
lege and GCR; we have lobbied for a 
compromise that allows it to stay open 
while also being affordable. However, 
this has meant a loss of valuable job 
hours for Ustinov students and GCR 
members. (Some years ago, the bar 
was managed by a bar steward on an 
accommodation scholarship; as it is 
now managed by College staff, this has 

added salary costs to the ledger.) 

There are other battles, too, both 
local and university-wide, such as the 
exorbitant price of laundry, the lack 
of space in the gym, the struggle to 
facilitate liver’s-out engagement, and 
the general lack of cats. These will 
continue, and future GCR committee 
leaders (it could be you!) are already 
stepping up to take on these causes. 

On policy, the GCR have for some 
time now argued strongly against 
increases in fees for accommodation 
and for international fees (keeping in 
mind that the national-level debate 
on affordability rarely applies to inter-
national students). Such threats to 
accessibility will only make the GCR 
grow in importance; in an increas-
ingly expensive, stressful, and pres-
sure-cooker research environment, 
there is comfort in the community 
that the GCR seeks to foster. However, 
as Bell Hooks has said: “To build com-
munity requires vigilant awareness of 
the work we must continually do to 
undermine all the socialization that 
leads us to behave in ways that perpet-
uate domination.” 

It has been a privilege working with 
the amazing folk on the GCR for the 
past two years; I am lucky to have got 
to know so many  fantastic people. So 
thank you to both students and college 
staff. Goodbye, good luck, and  bless-
ings to all who sail in her! (Ustinov, 
that is....)

Farewell, comrades, and, for the last 
time, peace!

GCR NEWS

(Photo: GCR) 
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Hi there!
Xiaoxiao Ma 
GCR Treasurer
Let me introduce myself: I am 
Xiaoxiao Ma, your new Treasurer. 
First, I would like to thank you all 
for electing me. I would also like 
to thank previous treasurers Jesper 
Lærke Pedersen and Sebastian Sei-
dens, and Pragya Jena, the current 
Deputy Treasurer, for helping me 
move into this new role. I look for-
ward to undertaking my responsibil-
ities for the GCR community.  

A little bit about my skills and 
background: I received my Master’s 
degree in Finance from Durham 
University in 2014 and I am now a 
PhD candidate in Economics (which 
will draw heavily on my Finance 
experience).  

I have also had internships within 
the accounting departments of two 
large financial organisations, where 
my responsibilities included organ-
isation of financial documentation 
and preparation of tax documenta-
tion. I think these skills will help me 
in my new role as GCR Treasurer.

The current status of our accounts 
is favourable. The GCR is operating 
in the black, a position that has been 
achieved through the hard work of 
the previous incumbent and his 
deputy. During this term, we have 
had a number of successful events 
that have contributed to the healthy 
financial status we currently see.

In terms of the near future, one of 
the main draws on Ustinov finances 
will be the summer BBQ, which 
will provide free entertainment and 
food to all attendees. We will pres-

ent you with an estimated expense to 
approve. We are also in the process 
of exploring a bicycle renting service 
for Ustinovians. Stay tuned!

If you have any questions for me, 
please do not hesitate to come and 
talk to me. I can be contacted at 
treasurer.ustinovgcr@durham.ac.uk.

GCR NEWS

What does welfare mean to you?
Chao Cai 
Welfare Officer
As your elected welfare officers and 
fellow students, we are here to listen 
to the concerns and suggestions of our 
residents; to try our best to serve your 
interests; and to make our every possi-
ble effort to assist your welfare at Usti-
nov, from basic health and safety, to 
mental and reproductive health, and 
accessibility discussions. 

We are here to speak on your behalf 
while you study and live in Durham, 

which means we hope to hear from 
you about what is going well and what 
is not. 

Our presence complements the 
work of Ustinov’s Student Support 
Officer, Brenda Ryder: while she pro-
vides professional advice and support, 
we are here to offer peer support. Tell 
us how things are going with you in 
any way you feel comfortable: drop us 
an anonymous note at the GCR office 
if you want to let us know what is 
bothering you, or arrange to chat over 

a cup of tea. We might be able to 
help you with your peace of mind, 
or point you in the direction of help-
ful people and resources. 

At the GCR office, we provide 
for free basic welfare supplies like 
quality condoms, pregnancy tests, 
and hygienic lube to ensure you 
have a healthy and happy experi-
ence at Ustinov. Are we missing any 
emergency items or necessities? Let 
us know at welfare.ustinovgcr@dur-
ham.ac.uk.

We also hold informative and edu-
cational welfare events on issues such as 
‘sexual consent’, exploring everything 
from cultural to legal implications; 
present alcohol awareness campaigns 
so everyone drinks responsibly; and 
promote good mental health habits. 

Meanwhile,  watch the welfare 
notice board in the main corridor 
in Fisher House, which we update  
monthly to let you know about the 
latest welfare events, and other useful 
information. 

[As always, for professional support, 
contact Brenda Ryder at ustinov.student-
support@durham.ac.uk—ed.]

(Photo: GCR) 

(Photo: GCR) 
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GCR NEWS

Ustinov Women’s Pool bring back bronze
Jasmine Cross 
GCR Clubs & Societies Rep
Unless you’re a pool enthusiast, 
you’ll probably not have heard of the 
BUCS Eight-Ball Pool Champion-
ships. It is an annual event held in 
Great Yarmouth, on the round belly 
of the east coast of England. It’s cold, 
windy, and a common destination for 
a modest family beach holiday. 

Twenty-one Durham students 
(four from Ustinov) set off before 
dawn on 25 February on a five-hour 
journey, hoping to play well enough 
over the next four days to secure Dur-
ham a medal or two. 

We were met with a hall filled with 
more than 30 pool tables and refer-
ees in black tie awaiting play. Indi-
vidual rounds got underway almost 
upon arrival and we met with tough 
competition; all the Ustinovians were 
knocked out within the first three 
rounds (Miranda Hines was unlucky 
to come across the eventual run-
ner-up of the women’s competition). 

Friday morning greeted us with 
sachets of coffee and ice cold showers 
for a 9:30 a.m. start. The group stages 
for all the Durham teams were tough 
and unfortunately both the Men’s 
2nds and 3rds didn’t gain the points 
required to continue to the knock-
out rounds. 

Evening entertainment united 
players from Exeter to St Andrew’s. 
Everyone wanted to let off some 
steam and the speed pool competi-
tion allowed for some more jovial 
and light-hearted activity. 

Though the dawn that came on 
the Sunday morning was a sunny 
and crisp one, by 11 a.m. only the 
women remained in any stead to win 
their respective competitions. The 
Durham Women’s 2nds quarter-final 
match was taken to a decider which 
was played by myself in an  attempt to 
secure a place in the final. Although it 
was a very close frame, it came down 
to some uncharacteristic confidence 
and bad luck on my final shot on the 
black, leaving St Andrews the way to 

clear the table. We were then left to 
beat Exeter 1sts, 4-0, to secure our 
bronze in the Women’s Trophy. The 
Durham Women’s 1sts gained joint 
bronze in the Women’s Champion-
ship along with Oxford 1sts.  

It was an incredible weekend and 
an experience that I shall honestly 
treasure. The decider frame I played 
really topped off the weekend as I 
looked up to see the entire Durham 
squad stood on the sidelines to cheer 
us on. I’ve never felt more proud to 
represent Durham as a Ustinov stu-
dent and I’ll make sure to take a Usti-
novled women’s team next year to 
win the gold!

Spreading the LGBT+ love
Nicky Burbach 
LGBT Welfare Officer 
This term has been a very produc-
tive term in terms of LGBT Welfare. 
Firstly, we have managed to get san-
itary bins installed in Fisher House 
gent’s toilets. This will mean a lot to 
a number of students around the uni-
versity. Moreover, Ustinov is one of 
the first colleges in Durham to make 
this provision!

Secondly, for the past few weeks we 
have been running a queer film series. 
Taking place every Sunday night over 
a period of six weeks, the series has 
showcased some of the best queer films 
from around the world (albeit mainly 
Europe), covering a broad variety of 
topics and identities! At the time of 

writing, there is still one film that has 
yet to be shown—Antonia’s Line, on 13 
March. On a related note, we also got 
the charming Imagine You and Me into 
the Valentine’s Day movie marathon.

Thirdly, but perhaps foremost, with 
the foundation of the Ustinov Queer 
Network, college now has an active 
LGBT+ community! When I first 
arrived at college in October 2014, 
there was very little in the way of this. 
Now, however, LGBT+ Ustinovians 
can easily find others with whom they 
can make friendships based on, share 
in experiences around, and find sup-
port with regards to what is a very 
central, and often quite difficult, 
aspect of people’s lives and identities. 
(It’s also just really fun to be part of 
the community: I love you guys.  

You’re all fabulous.)

If you’ve missed all this stuff, don’t 
worry: we’ll be doing more next term! 
Also, it’s Durham Pride at the end of 
May, so there should be some cool 
stuff lined up for around then!

Contact me at lgbt.ustinovgcr@
durham.ac.uk, or find me on Face-
book!

(Photo: Michael Baker) 

(Photo: Nicky Burbach) 
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SCR NEWS

SCR talk reveals ‘Secrets of Durham’s 
Mass Graves’

By Michael Baker
Just over two years ago, workers dig-
ging to prepare for a new café for Dur-
ham University’s Palace Green Library 
uncovered bones where there should 
not have been any. Work stopped 
and the University’s Archaeological 
Services team was called in to exam-
ine the site and carefully exhume any 
remains that would be endangered by 
construction.

This week, senior archaeologist 
Richard Annis visited Ustinov Col-
lege to discuss their findings, at a talk 
co-hosted by Ustinov's Senior Com-
mon Room (SCR) and Café Scien-
tifique. As had been announced, the 
remains are believed to have been 
those of Scottish prisoners of war, cap-
tured at the Battle of Dunbar in 1650. 
Cromwell defeated the Scottish Cove-
nanting army led by David Leslie, and 
marched the captives south to Dur-
ham to be held in the then-disused 

Cathedral. Survivors were dispersed in 
various ways: shipped to the Virginia 
Colony as indentured servants, sent to 
East Anglia to help drain the fens, or 
taken into military service.

But as Dr Annis explained, an 
undetermined but significant num-
ber are known to have died at Dur-
ham, from perhaps dysentery and 
severe malnutrition due to shortage of 
food—though their warden claimed 
afterward in a letter that the prisoners 
were both well-fed and warm, imply-
ing that except for hardy Highlanders 
the prisoners had succumbed from 
weakness and infighting.

The presence of the two mass graves 
discovered, with bodies jumbled 
together and showing signs of delayed 
burial, fit with what is known about 
the aftermath of Dunbar. Research on 
the remains was consistent with this 
supposition: the bodies were mainly 
male, aged 13 to 25 years of age, with 

no signs of major trauma (the seriously 
wounded were left behind in Scot-
land).

Traces of lead absorption meant 
that researchers could place the bodies 
in Scotland. Distinctive wear patterns 
on teeth (whose enamel advertised 
childhoods stalked by malnutrition) 
indicated regular pipe smoking. And 
sinusitis was rampant, likely from the 
constant irritant of smoky indoor fires.

The confused state of the remains 
means that researchers are unsure 
how many bodies they have found: 
at minimum 17. Perhaps surprisingly, 
no personal effects whatsoever were 
found with the skeletons. The report 
concludes: ‘It is quite possible that 
there are more mass graves under the 
Library’s Learning Centre and part of 
the music studios, the café, and the 
whole area to the north as far as the 
Exchequer Building and the Fellows’ 
Garden.’

Ustinov SCR’s Stuart Forster, left, and Durham’s Dr Richard Annis, right (Photo: Michael Baker)

(left to right) The history of Palace Green, body orientation in one mass grave, and skeletons uncovered (All photos: Michael Baker)
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THE SOCIAL LIFE: BURNS NIGHT

(Background photo: Brian Taylor)

Aye, your first Burns Night 
formal is ne’er forgot
By Justin Marinelli
An anguished scream hit me like a rock 
through glass, shattering my awareness 
of anything other than cacophonous 
and overwhelming sound. 

What on earth was this crime 
against harmony and why would it not 
pay homage to the far more pleasant 
sound of silence?

So began my first experience of  a 
proper Burns Night.

I must admit that I walked into 
Howlands that night with a not insig-
nificant measure of trepidation. We 
had all been off on break these past 
weeks, grinding out essays and cram-
ming for exams. Was it possible that 
we had lost our edge, and would be 

unable to throw down with the same 
vivacity that we had so well-rehearsed 
last term?

Such fears weighed heavily on my 
mind as I found my table and sat 
down. I was quickly distracted, how-
ever, by the thought that the picture 
on my name plate was a very poor like-
ness of me, and so I assumed that it 
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THE SOCIAL LIFE: BURNS NIGHT

could only be the man of the evening, 
Robbie Burns himself. I couldn’t help 
but notice that he had a very big head, 
but I have observed the same thing in 
many interesting and noteworthy peo-
ple, so it seemed only fitting that I let 
it slide.

What was much harder for me to let 
slide, however, was the unceasing wail 
of the bagpipes. There are certainly 
occasions in which it is almost pleas-
ing to listen to them (namely, when 
out of earshot), and I did my best to 
convince myself that this was one of 
those times. I almost succeeded, and 
I rewarded myself for my sustained 
effort by refilling my wine glass.

A much sweeter caress came in the 
form of the various speeches given 
through the night. The Speech to the 
Haggis, the Toasts to the Lads and 
Lasses, and the Selkirk Grace were all, 
I must confess, more enjoyable to lis-
ten to than I had expected—which I 
hope the speakers will take as a com-
pliment, given that my expectations 
were quite high.

I must also confess that I take lit-
tle delight in ceremony and ritual, as I 
have had far too many experiences in 
my life in which such things rocketed 
full-throttle into the kind of self-in-
dulgence that inevitably breeds unwar-
ranted pomposity.

However, nagging fears that Burns 
Night would be much the same thing 
were fortunately averted early on. The 
‘ritual’ and ‘ceremony’ were a delight-
ful foray into whimsical self-amuse-
ment and unpretentious good fun. I 
thoroughly enjoyed myself.

I have made it a point to attend 
every formal so far yet this year, and 
this is a streak that shall continue until 
my brief tenure at Durham comes to 
an end. It is thus with some experi-
ence I can say that this was a delightful 
theme for a formal, and I look forward 
to ensuring that this will not be the 
last Burns Supper I have in my future.

(top) The haggis gets its comeuppance. (Photo: Michael Baker)  
(bottom) The author, perhaps considering his life choices (Photo: Brian Taylor)
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Toast to the 
Lasses 
By Matthew Blow
Good evening ladies and gentlemen, 
lads and lassies. I hope everyone’s 
been having a fantastic evening. I’m 
a little bit nervous about doing this 
speech, but you all seem hungry and a 
bit pissed—so I’m hoping if this goes 
badly, you just won’t remember it. 

Now, when I first found out I 
would be doing the Toast to the Las-
sies, I wasn’t sure what to expect, so my 
friend offered me some wise words: he 
said that delivering a speech is like 
making love. At first I thought that 
was stupid—but, now that I’m here, 
I’m really starting to see the wisdom 
in it. 

Firstly, I’m scared about ruining 
expectations, and secondly I’m wor-
ried I’ll just rush through and finish 
too early. 

So, I’ve also been told that a good 
speech should be funny. Some chaps 
in a bar once told me you should just 
grit your teeth, and tell a terrible one-
liner at the beginning. But I disagreed 
with them, because I think you deserve 
better than that as an audience. I told 
those guys you don’t need terrible 
one-liners. Also, I don’t think they 
knew what they were talking about—I 
mean, an Englishman, an Irishman, 
and a Scotsman in a bar? 

So anyway, I thought maybe I 
should try to be funny in a different or 
unconventional way. So, I decided to 
practise my speech after breathing in 
the contents of a helium balloon. But 
as soon as I started, my flatmate imme-
diately stopped me, and said: ‘Don’t 
talk to me in that tone.’ 

So, now that I’ve set your expecta-
tions suitably low, I’d like to kick off 
this toast by saying a massive thank 
you to all the lassies (and lads) work-
ing hard in the dining room tonight, 
and out in the kitchen. In fact, I think 

we can give them all a big round of 
applause. 

So, what does a Burns Night toast 
involve? As far as I’m aware, the two 
crucial elements are paying tribute 
to the work of the great poet Robert 
Burns, and revealing a few comical 
insights about the fairer sex. 

Now, I should admit firstly that I’m 
not Scottish, so I don’t pretend to be 
an expert on Burns’s poetry—and I 
know Siobhan has quite a lot to say 
about the man of the hour in her toast 
to the lads, so I don’t want to rain on 
her parade. 

Instead, I’m going to focus on mak-
ing a toast to the women here tonight. 
Now, I’m hoping that in doing so I can 
stay on the right side of that fine line 
between edgy humour and offensive, 
and frankly, watching me trying to 
pull that off is going to be like watch-
ing a clown run across a minefield. So, 
I hope that everybody here has a good 

sense of humour and that all the ladies 
in the room can take these remarks in 
the spirit that they’re intended. 

Now, I’m going to start off by admit-
ting something to the ladies tonight 
that I suspect many of you may have 
figured out in the past. And that is that 
men don’t really understand women. 

Some men think they do, but I don’t 
believe they do. I know we men can be 
hard to live with; we have a whole host 
of our own problems. But I think a lot 
of that comes down to the fact that, 
like I say, we just don’t understand 
women very well. So, I thought I’d use 
my Toast tonight to pose a few open 
questions to the ladies in the room—
just a few things that men might be 
thinking. 

• Why is going to the toilet in 
nightclubs a team activity? Are 
you just gossiping about the men 
in the group, or is there some-
thing else going on, just nobody’s 

Matthew getting ready to duck hurled shoes (Photo: Michael Baker) 
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ever worked it out? 

• Is the biggest perk to being a 
woman the ability to buy deli-
cious and colourful cocktails and 
nobody calls you a massive twat? 

• Would you want to live in a world 
with no PMS, but where you can’t 
tell annoying men to piss off out 
of your way once a month? 

• Are some women born with an 
innate knowledge, or is there 
some kind of secret boot camp 
for walking up the Bailey in high 
heels? 

• Has a chat-up line ever actually 
worked? 

• Why does getting ready for a 
night out in Newcastle take three 
to four times longer than fore-
play? 

• Whereabouts is the switch in 
every woman’s brain that gets 
flicked whenever a man leaves a 
toilet seat up? 

• Does checking your Tinder 
matches sometimes feel like emp-
tying your junk mail? 

• How does it feel having never far-
ted? 

I apologise for that straightaway. 

Like I say, I’m confident that the 
lassies here tonight can take a joke. 
And I think there are two reasons for 
that—women are funny, and women 
are smart. I mean, most of my female 
friends can understand what I’m 
thinking better than I can. 

So, don’t ever let anybody tell you 
any differently—people love to go 
around saying women aren’t funny, 
and women aren’t bright. It’s just not 
true. I mean, I was in a college bar 
yesterday, and I saw a group of male 
students and a group of female stu-
dents. The women were having a book 
group, sitting down and reading what 
looked like a complex postmodernist 
novel. The men were taking it in turns 
to throw plastic cups at each other, 
and trying to catch them in other plas-
tic cups … a game they aptly named 
‘Cupcatch’. 

I’m not saying anything at all, but 
perhaps think on this before we’re too 
quick to say women aren’t as bright as 
men.  

In all seriousness though, I’ve never 
met such a diverse group of conscien-
tious, charismatic, and intelligent 
women as I have at Ustinov College. 

Before I finish this toast I’d like to 
share something with you. One of my 
teachers once sat me down and said: 
‘Women don’t know a thing. You 
can’t make a racehorse out of a don-
key.’ Well, I’m now thinking if that’s 
the case, then Ustinov College must 
be absolutely full of some bloody fast 
donkeys. 

With that, and before Siobhan 
speaks with you all, I hope all of the 
lads tonight will stand up, and join me 
in giving a toast to the bonnie lasses! 

Toast to the Lads 
By Siobhan Harper
Good evening ladies and gentlemen, 
and thanks to Matt for that rousing 
toast. I hope you’ll excuse the fact that 
neither Matt nor I are actually Scot-
tish—however, I’m half-Scottish, with 
red hair, pale skin, and freckles, and 
Matt tells me he once ate a deep-fried 
Mars bar, so I’m sure that’s qualifica-
tion enough. 

I also do a pretty good impression 
of Merida from Disney’s Brave, but I 
fear that may be a step too far.  

It seems that this toast is meant to 
make extensive jokes about the floun-
derings and failings of the unfair sex, 
but personally I don’t go in for gender 
stereotypes—not that I don’t have the 
material. Don’t worry though, I’m not 
prejudiced—some of my best friends 
are men. But I’m determined to do 
this toast right, so in an attempt to tick 
all the boxes, here’s a joke: What’s the 
difference between government bonds 
and men? Bonds mature! 

Yeah, I know that was terrible, but 
at least it didn’t last very long. (That’s 
what she said.)

Robert Burns himself had a very 
interesting and fairly complicated rela-
tionship with women. He was bit of 
a desperate Romantic, and had twelve Siobhan working the crowd into a feminist frenzy (Photo: Brian Taylor) 

Continued next page 
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 The evening at which everyone tries oot their wee Scottish accent (Photo: Brian Taylor)
children with four women in 13 years; 
Wikipedia reliably informs me that he 
has over 600 living descendants as of 
2012, and Wikipedia must be trusted 
at all times. 

(Incidentally, Wikipedia also 
informs us that, in 1996, a musical 
about Burns’ life called Red Red Rose 
won third place in a competition for 
new musicals in Denmark, with Rob-
ert Burns being played by John Bar-
rowman. But even this is still nowhere 
near as disturbing as the musical ver-
sion of Wuthering Heights that exists, 
called simply Heathcliff, starring none 
other than Cliff Richard as Heathcliff. 
Heathcliff Richard, if you will. That 
discovery took some getting over, and 
I insist on telling people this news at 
every given opportunity.) 

Hand-in-hand with Burns’ many 
love affairs is a bit of an argument 
about whether or not he was a femi-
nist—a ‘closet feminist’ was one writ-
er’s description. It seems that he may 
have been, since he wrote a poem in 
1792 called ‘The Rights of Woman’, 
which declares that ‘The Rights of 
Woman merit some attention’.  

He believed that there were three 
rights of woman. Firstly, he thought 

that women should have the right of 
‘protection’. That’s fair enough—the 
GCR Committee wholeheartedly 
endorses the use of protection, so help 
yourself to what our President delight-
fully refers to as ‘rubber johnnies’ from 
outside the GCR office.  

The second right of woman deserves 
to be quoted in full: 

Our second Right—but need-
less here is caution, 

To keep that right inviolates the fashion; 
Each man of sense has it so full before him, 
He’d die before he’d wrong 

it—‘tis decorum.— 
There was, indeed, in far less polish’d days, 
A time, when rough rude man 

had naughty ways, 
Would swagger, swear, get 

drunk, kick up a riot, 
Nay even thus invade a Lady’s quiet. 
Now, thank our stars! those 

Gothic times are fled; 
Now, well-bred men—and you 

are all well-bred— 
Most justly think (and we are 

much the gainers) 
Such conduct neither spirit, 

wit, nor manners.

Totally with Burns on this one – 
thank God that there aren’t any men 

these days swaggering, swearing, get-
ting drunk, and, oh, I don’t know, 
tearing up college photocopiers. Lucky 
we’re in 2016 not 1792, I guess, right 
laydeez?! Lucky us. 

Moving on, 

For Right the third, our last, 
our best, our dearest, 

That right to fluttering female 
hearts the nearest; 

Which even the Rights of Kings, 
in low protestation, 

Most humbly own—‘tis dear, 
dear admiration!

Now of course this version of the 
‘rights’ of women seems pretty patron-
ising to us now. I obviously can’t speak 
for every woman—I’m not Chaka 
Khan—but I’m not as fussed about 
protection, decorum, and admiration 
as Burns seems to think I should be. 
But gimme some of that equal rights 
any day. While of course it’s nice to be 
admired and not have guys drunkenly 
throw up on your shoes, I’d happily 
forego that if it would mean equal-
ity for all women and an end to the 
patriarchal bullshit that is somehow 
still one of the scourges of society—
taking its place in these more mod-
ern times alongside unreliable Wi-Fi 

Continued from previous page 



13

The Ustinovian Epiphany Term 2016

THE SOCIAL LIFE

connections, poorly constructed flood 
defences, and David Cameron’s shiny, 
shiny face. 

But this poem was revolutionary 
in 1792, and probably just laughable 
to the blokey-blokes that Burns hung 
around with. Gender equality wasn’t 
a big issue, which makes him pretty 
ahead of his time and clearly very well 
in with the lassies. Of course, this may 
have been because he was also a very 
charming and charismatic fellow—
and I feel it’s my duty to inform you 
all that he wrote a poem in 1786 that 
is called ‘Come Rede Me Dame’ but 
is more commonly known by the line: 
‘Nine inch will please a lady’. That’s 
not even a euphemism—the poem is 
literally and explicitly about coitus, 
and includes the phrases, ‘It’s not the 
length that makes me loup but it’s the 
double drivin’ and ‘lug your battering 
ram’.  

He also wrote some seriously beau-
tiful love poems, for which he is per-
haps best remembered. Take ‘A Red, 
Red Rose’, for example, a poem the 
lyrics of which Bob Dylan cited as his 
greatest creative inspiration—no, seri-
ously, he did. The third stanza is my 
personal favourite:  

Till a’ the seas gang dry, my dear, 
And the rocks melt wi’ the sun: 
I will luve thee still, my dear, 
While the sands o’life shall run. 
It’s not so hard to see why he was 

such a hit with the lasses, although I 
can’t really recommend the Robbie 
Burns method of wooing, which goes 
like this: impregnate your mother’s 
servant while you’re dating someone 
else, marry the second one and have 
some kids, fall in love with someone 
else and consider moving to Jamaica 
with her, have an affair with some-
one else, move on to her servant, then 
another servant, and then go back to 
your wife, safe in the knowledge that 
your seed has been sown. 

It may have worked for him, but 
it’s slightly impractical these days, not 
to mention expensive. Really, when it 

comes to the ladies, and life, don’t be a 
dick and you’ll go far. Lassies, that goes 
for you too. 

We lasses know that you can find us 
frustrating sometimes. In fact, some-
times we even do it deliberately for a 
laugh. But, in the words of Dick Sol-
omon, ‘Women. Can’t live with them, 
can’t have heterosexual sex without 
them.’ So thanks for the times you 
put up with us, and we hope that you 
enjoy our company as much as we do 
yours.  

So, on behalf of the lassies assembled 
here this eve, 

We accept your toast gents and now 
take our leave; 

But first ladies I ask that you please 
raise your glasses, 

And join me in giving a Toast from the 
Lassies.

 (far right) Actual Scotsman and Principal of Van Mildert College David Harper toasting the haggis (Photo: Brian Taylor)

 Our hardiest drinkers toasting with radioactive orange Irn Bru (Photo: Brian Taylor)



14

The Ustinovian Epiphany Term 2016

THE SOCIAL LIFE

Eating my way through Super Bowl 
50 at Ustinov Bar
By Siobhan Harper

‘If you’re looking 
for sophisticated 
and technically 
accurate Super Bowl 
coverage, you’ve 
come to the wrong 
place.’

22:30 We arrive at the bar to set 
up camp. Some tables are already 
resplendent with buckets of beer bot-
tles, and my friends’ table is already 
covered with snacks: nachos and crisps 
(or rather, given the American nature 
of the event, ‘chips’), mango salsa, 
spinach dip, layered nachos, spicy 
wings, and mozzarella sticks. It seems 
so far that Super Bowl 50 is principally 
about the food, though I am assured 
that sport is involved at some stage.

22:55 Our table is now so laden 
with food that there is barely room 
for anything else. GCR Chair Michael 
eats some of his spicy nachos: ‘I may 
have overdone the Tabasco’.

23:00 There is some kind of pre-
match discussion happening on the 
big screen, most of which is being 
talked over by people in the bar, and 
much more of which I don’t under-
stand. A discussion arises in the bar 
itself about whether the two teams 
playing tonight’s game (the Carolina 
Panthers and the Denver Broncos) 
have been in the Super Bowl before. 
It seems that at least one has, and they 
suffered a shocking defeat.

23:15 GCR President Marc stares at 
the food and ponders, ‘Is this what it’s 
like to be an American?’ Fifteen min-
utes until showtime.

23:20 Stephen Curry, a famous bas-
ketball player of whom I have heard, is 
hitting a big drum.

23:25 Men with headphones and 
face microphones are discussing the 
upcoming game (I assume—I can’t 
actually hear what’s happening).

23:26 Men in uniform are singing a 
song about America. I now recognise 
it as ‘America The Beautiful’. They’re 
really very good. I wonder who they 
are? There is mirth and amusement 
as the BBC’s subtitles read the lyrics 
incorrectly.

23:29 Lady Gaga sings the American 
national anthem, ‘The Star-Spangled 
Banner’. She is wonderful, as always, 
and the room is silenced in apprecia-
tion, with sporadic whoops. Applause 
follows. A five-plane flyover happens 
and the room cheers.

23:35 A coin toss is about to hap-
pen. It transpires that this is the refer-

ee’s first Super Bowl, which results in 
a small ‘Awww’ from GCR Commu-
nications Officer Corinne. The subti-
tles spell ‘tails’ as ‘tales’, which enrages 
Michael.

23:39 The game has now started. 
And now it’s stopped. That was quick.

23:41 It is at this point that my 
commentary begins to tail off, since I 
have no idea of what is happening, or 
the rules of the game.

23:42 Some men tackle each other 
and fall over, and the game pauses 
again. The commentators are discuss-
ing strategy. The ball gets thrown a 
long way and then the men fall over 
again.

23:50 The lights in the bar have now 
been turned out, giving the room a 
cinematic feel; last call has been rung. 
The commentators are discussing, 
seemingly for longer than any play has 
actually taken place, the game thus far. 

A pair of fresh-faced Ustinovians prepare to celebrate responsibly. (Photo: Siobhan Harper)
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They suggest that the players need to 
calm down, which seems sensible if 
simplistic advice.

23:51 The game looks set to recom-
mence. I start hiccupping.

22:55 The commentators are back. 
I feel like I’ve seen hardly any actual 
sport being played. GCR Vice Presi-
dent Kirstyn becomes bitter when a 
commentator says 
that they are in 
San Francisco—
they are actually in 
Santa Clara, which 
is different.

00:05 A chal-
lenge has been 
made, an accusa-
tion of an ‘incom-
plete pass’. They 
show a slow-mo-
tion clip of the 
incident in ques-
tion while the ref-
eree makes his decision as to whether 
the player managed to hold on to the 
ball, thereby completing the pass. This 
may be the first thing I’ve understood 
since the game began.

00:06 The referee has decided that 
it is an incomplete pass, which is an 
extremely controversial decision. 
Speaking as an American, Corinne 
labels the decision ‘bullshit’.

00:08 Play resumes. The crowd in 
the bar cheers before I’ve even caught 
up with what is happening. It tran-
spires that the Broncos have scored a 
touchdown, and people seem pleased 
about this.

00:14 Kirstyn and Corinne try to 
explain the rules to me, with limited 
success (purely down to my own unfor-
tunate ignorance). Kirstyn breaks out 
some old cheerleading chants, to our 
great amusement.

00:18 It dawns on me that I have 
not yet managed to identify which 
team are which based on their colours. 
I keep my mouth shut to avoid embar-
rassment. We (and the cameras) spot 

Usher in the crowd.

00:30 The game has resumed again, 
and something dramatic has hap-
pened. We wait for the slow-motion 
replay before realising that one player 
has grabbed another by their face cage 
(I assume there must be a technical 
name for this piece of the uniform, 
but it will surprise no-one that I do 

not know it). Everyone is booing.

Another touchdown has been 
scored. Everyone is cheering. The 
player does a hand jive in celebration.

00:37 The head referee is called 
Clete. Make of that what you will.

00:39 I am starting to get very tired.

00:47 We begin taking bets on how 
Beyoncé will appear on stage during 
her halftime show performance, most 
of us favouring the ‘emerging-from-
underneath-the-stage’ approach.

00:52 How much longer? I don’t 
even know who’s winning now. I’ve 
check: the Broncos are still winning, 
by a slightly larger margin than before.

00:56 We discuss the virtues of an 
American football minute as opposed 
to a New York minute. I remind every-
one that Mary Kate and Ashley Olsen 
made a film called New York Minute.

01:05 In many ways, I’ve stopped 
trying to follow the game.

01:20 Halftime is finally here. It is 
nearly time for Beyoncé and Coldplay, 

which is surely what most of us have 
been waiting for.

01:30    The halftime show is now 
starting!

01:33 Corinne and I are dancing 
and admiring the ribbon dancers.

01:35 Bruno Mars appears and 
sings ‘Uptown Funk’. It’s very good. 

The dancers are all 
wearing what looks 
like black leather, 
and we speculate 
that they must be 
very warm.

01:36 Beyoncé has 
appeared. Standing 
on the grass. Atten-
tion is locked on 
her and the room 
erupts in cheers.

01:37 Beyoncé and 
Bruno Mars are 
having a dance off.

OH NO, THE SKY BOX IS 
ABOUT TO GO INTO STANDBY 
MODE AND EVERYONE IS LOS-
ING THEIR MINDS. WHERE IS 
THE PORTER? THE PORTER 
IS NOT HERE AND THE SKY 
BOX IS GOING TO TURN OFF 
SHORTLY.

Chris Martin begins to sing ‘Fix 
You’.

01:39 The Sky box is still on. How 
much longer will it last? The situation 
is so tense.

01:40 THE SKY BOX HAS 
TURNED OFF. IT HAS HAP-
PENED. And now we wait for the 
porter to return.

01:43 The porter is here, the Sky 
box has been switched back on, and 
the halftime show is over. The magic is 
gone.

01:44 Like many others, I have now 
reached my limit and am exhausted. I 
take my leave of the bar, where thirty 
or so dedicated fans remain. I’m too 
tired even for a witty sign-off.

In the end the Denver Broncos galloped to a 24-10 win over the Carolina Panthers.  
(Photo: Jillian Maguire)
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A solar-
powered 

Ustinovian’s 
adventures Down Under 

Crossing the finish line at Adelaide (Photo: Andrew Messenger)
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By Andrew Messenger

In which Andrew sees 
an emu but decides 
it’s not relevant to the 
tale 
A few of you will have heard of the 
World Solar Challenge—particularly 
those of you that saw an article written 
about it in last year’s Ustinovian and 
attended my talk at Café Scientifique! 
For those of you unlucky enough to 
have missed these, the World Solar 
Challenge is a biannual event held in 
Australia for solar-powered cars.

The race takes place over a week, 
and the competing cars try to cover 
the 3,000 kilometres from Darwin to 
Adelaide in the quickest time possible. 
There are cars from all over the world 
competing at the event, and Durham 
has had a team since 2002. Over the 
last year I have had the privilege of 
leading the team, cumulating in our 
campaign in this year’s competition.

The advance team, comprised of 
me (Team Principal), Sam (Chief 
Engineer), and Oliver (Head of Aer-
odynamics & Structures), arrived in 
Darwin, Australia, in late September. 
We received the car from customs and 
quarantine inspection, prepared camp, 
purchased extra necessary items (such 

as fire extinguishers), and scouted the 
environs to find the nearest shops 
(in case of emergency supplies being 
required!).

The rest of the team arrived in Dar-
win in early October, the day before 
the pit garages opened at the race 
track; we started putting the finishing 
touches on the car and preparing for 
track testing, which opened a few days 
later.

Track testing started early in the 
morning, and we had one of the first 
slots. Initially the car ran well, han-
dling well at high speeds and with 
impressive acceleration—for a solar 
car, anyway! Not long into the testing, 

however, there was a problem with the 
motor; some of the coils were damaged 
by a mechanical rub with the mag-
nets on the rotor, causing the coils to 
overheat, and with a number of them 
burning out. To cut a long technical 
rant short, it was knackered!

This was quite a major setback, 
since we couldn’t simply swap to a 
different motor. Fortunately we were 
able to repair the coils; we rebuilt the 
motor and found a disused airfield for 
a longer test run. Over the next few 
days we made final adjustments to the 
car and presented it to the judges for 
inspection. After a qualifying lap and 
inspection, and despite suffering a 

The internals of the motor showing the damaged coils in the stator (Photo: Andrew Messenger)

‘Seats one’ (Photo: Andrew Messenger)

Continued next page 
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power failure, we were cleared to race!

The big day arrived: the start of the 
race from the centre of Darwin. Given 
our power failure the previous night 
and a similar problem on the way to 
the start line, we decided to trailer the 
car to the first control stop at Kather-
ine. Many teams don’t manage to drive 
all of the 3,000-km course distance, 
and the event standings rank teams on 
distance completed as well as average 
speed (for those who do drive every 
kilometre). 

The drama continued on the road, 
but luckily not to us this time: we 
stopped—like the good Samaritans 
we are—to assist another team who 
had pulled off the road with an elec-
trical fire. We pitched our fire-fighting 
equipment together and the fire was 
successfully suppressed.

We made camp that night about 40 
kilometres south of Katherine and set 
about investigating our faulty motor. 
After finding and fixing a few issues, 
the next day we were able to set off 
along the Stuart Highway for the first 
time! 

Disaster soon struck again, though, 
as our motor controller tripped out; 
after hours trying to fix the issue, we 
had to leave on the trailer, since we 

needed to make all the control stops in 
order to stay in the competition. We 
knew we had a competitive car, if only 
we could get the motor to work!

The next few days continued much 
the same: control stops in Dunmarra, 
Tennent Creek, Barrow Creek, Ti Tree, 
and Alice Springs, fixing the motor 
and alternately driving and trailering. 
Once we arrived in Alice Springs, we 
set about testing the car since we were 
determined to drive away under solar 
power. It soon became apparent that 
our problem was with the control-
ler rather than the motor; we had no 
spare but were fortunately able to bor-
row one from another team—thank 
you, Team Solaris!

Even this wasn’t simple, however; 
we had to make this controller com-
patible with our motor and electronic 
control system, which meant us speak-
ing to the controller manufacturer in 
Japan and making a new wiring loom. 
It worked, but we still had to trailer 
the car in order to make the control 
stops at Coober Pedy and Glendambo.

Finally, we were at the Glendambo 
control stop, and were in a position 
to drive away under solar power. We 
put the car back on the road with the 
intention of driving all the way to 

Port Augusta, the next control stop. 
The car was working well, albeit with 
less power than it had had originally, 
but we then suffered another serious 
motor failure and complete loss of 
power. Later that night, when camp-
ing at Ranger’s Lookout, we disassem-
bled the motor to find that several of 
the coils had completely burnt out. 
With only a day of racing left, it was 
at this point that we realised that our 
race was over.

We worked out after the race was 
finished that during the initial failure, 
on the first day of testing, a number 
of the coils were damaged, and this 
was the source of all our problems. 
We weren’t the only ones, either—
other teams had similar problems with 
their motors and motor controllers, 
although very few teams had actually 
built their own motor for the event, so 
we can pride ourselves on that.

The whole team was really disap-
pointed, especially after the incred-
ibly hard work and commitment to 
the project over the last year. But by 
the mid-afternoon of the final day, we 
crossed the finish line in Adelaide. A 
bittersweet moment, somewhat remi-
niscent of the ending of Cool Runnings. 
Here’s hoping that Disney decide to 
make a film about us.

FEATURE: USTINOVIANS ABROAD

Providing much-needed shade for small animals throughout the outback (Photo: Andrew Messenger)Continued from previous page 
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‘My supervisor warned me I might 
have to go to Canada’
A postcard from the 
Perimeter Institute in 
Ontario 
By Mike Appels 
The opportunity for me to spend sev-
eral months of my PhD studying at 
one of the most prestigious institutes 
in my field was something that I sim-
ply couldn’t resist. 

For three months every year, my 
supervisor visits the Perimeter Insti-
tute for Theoretical Physics (PI for 
short), in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, 
and I, as her PhD student, ‘have to’ 
accompany her. 

So here I am, along with two fur-
ther PhD students that Ruth Gregory 
(aka The Supervisor) acquired since I 
came on board. 

First there’s Akash, the boy genius, 
a living and walking encyclopaedia of 
theoretical physics, and then there’s 
Leo, one of my good friends and 
housemates from back in Durham, 
with whom I seem to have had many 
(too many?) adventures with, since we 
met at the start of my program. 

So, what’s it like? Seriously, this 
place is awesome. When we first 
arrived to explore the place, we were 
overwhelmed by it. The fact that PI is 
rapidly becoming an HQ for anything 
related to theoretical physics definitely 
played a part. 

After having shown us our offices 
(with names on the door!) we were 
given a tour of the facility. Inside a 
building whose architecture has won 
it awards is a haven made for geeks 
like us. On the ground floor, there’s 
the Black Hole Bistro, a bar/restaurant 
with a near-gourmet menu, which, 
given the very generous 50 per cent 

grad discount, is sometimes cheaper 
than YUM. There’s a gym and a bas-
ketball/squash court—yes, despite 
the potential for being described as a 
building full of Sheldons, these are fre-
quently used and booked up.  

There are white/blackboards every-
where and you can write on any of 
the panes of glass inside the building 
(pencils and old menus are laid on all 
the table at the bistro, for an uninter-
rupted thought flow). I’ve been here 
for about two months now, and it 
makes me really happy to think that 
I’ll get to return twice more in the fol-
lowing two years. 

Outside of PI—well, it’s Canada! I’ll 
put out a disclaimer straightaway, and 
clarify that, apparently, this year the 
winter has been unbelievably tame. A 
combination of global warming and it 
being an El Niño year is to be blamed. 
It’s still averaged around -6 Celsius, 
and we’ve had a few days below -20. In 
the first week we had already bought 
ice skates, as there is a free-access pub-
lic ice rink right in the centre of town, 
and on one of my very first nights I 
was charmed by the scene of a dozen 
or so teenagers playing hockey on the 
rink (oh, Canada). 

I should also probably mention that 
being on a North American time 
zone has made fuelling my bas-
ketball addiction an utter delight, 
and it was a nice, pleasant, early 
evening Super Bowl for us. 

The Niagara Falls are a two-
hour drive away, so we’ve had the 
pleasure of seeing them twice so 
far, following one of those occa-
sions with an afternoon of ice-
wine tasting (oh, Canada). 

Toronto is also roughly the same 
distance from here, so we’ve been there 
twice too. Our first time there also 

coincided with the coldest day of the 
winter so far, reaching a whopping -25. 
It was cold, but I feel I cannot attest to 
this in any better fashion than to tell 
you that ice was forming on Leo’s eye-
lashes. It was quite a shock to the sys-
tem for my fellow Indian and Mexican 
colleagues. It was actually cold enough 
to make Toronto seem rather deserted, 
as the Canadians obviously knew bet-
ter than to go outside. 

Anyhow, it’s a Sunday evening, and 
I’m on my way out to the cinema with 
Ruth, Leo, and Akash, and I’m already 
running late. I look forward to seeing 

you when I get back to Durham at the 
beginning of April. 

FEATURE: USTINOVIANS ABROAD

Far, far away from Australia  
(All photos: Mike Appels)

‘ice, ice wine /  goes to my head, eh’
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A cheeky field report from Hagen’s island
By Hagen Metzing O’Neill
It is important that one never becomes 
too comfortable with civilisation 
when your PhD project demands that 
you must enter the most ghastly of 
all places on an intermittent basis—I 
am of course referring to the absolute 
abhorrence that is Scotland.

That was tongue-in-cheek, and I 
was very fortunate to have spent what 
was left of my dwindling youth there. 
With my youth now behind me, I am 
allowed to bore you all with my story.

I’ve been a student at Ustinov for 
several years now, but I have only 
spent approximately half of that 
time actually in Durham. My PhD 
work is varied, but in a nutshell it 
ambitiously aims to piece together 
the dynamic that is formed when 
tourism, red deer, and rare moths 
all share a small island, and so that 
island is where I spend the remain-
der of my study time.

The island is called Ulva, which 

is derived from the Old Norse word 
for wolf. I’d love to tell everyone that I 
inhabit an island alongside wolves, but 
as in Greenland, the Norse had a habit 
for naming islands after the things 
they didn’t have. Ulva is located in 
the Inner Hebrides, and getting there 
from Durham requires a total of seven 
hours driving and two ferry crossings.

Life on Ulva is basic. Accommoda-
tion on the island comes in the form of 
what is known as a ‘bothy’. A bothy is 
a small cottage or croft that is typically 

minimally furnished, and is purposed 
for mountaineers in need of a night 
or two of respite from the elements. 
There is no electricity, Wi-Fi, or heat-
ing.

Whilst there are in fact a handful of 
people that live on the island, stating 
that there is civilisation or even society 
would be an unforgivable embellish-
ment—it was best to avoid contact at 
all times. If I was in need of supplies I 
needed to take a ferry to Mull, a neigh-
bouring island that has shops, bars, 

electricity, and inter-
net. Compared to 
Ulva, Mull feels like 
a rushing metrop-
olis. Visits once a 
week were necessary 
for both my stomach 
and sanity.

There are sea-
sonal pros and cons 
to whenever I make 
a visit northwards. I 
learned that hell is 

 The view from there (All photos: Hagen Metzing O'Neill)
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The bothy—ain’t no place like home, especially if home has no electricity, heating, internet, etc. 

Another view to wake up to

not fire and brimstone as one is com-
monly lead to believe, but a frozen bog 
in wintery Scotland. But whilst a win-
ter may be gruelling in terms of tem-
perature (or lack thereof ), and I can 
consequently be treated to a frozen 
beard and/or cooking oil in the morn-
ing, the summer has a few cheeky 
tricks up its sleeve for me, too.

The least tolerable of these are ticks. 
Ticks are small arachnids that like to 
chill out on long blades of grass, wait-
ing for some unsuspecting deer or 
Hagen to walk past—at which point 
they then attach themselves onto 
whatever part of the body they can 
find. On me, they will crawl endlessly 
until they can find bare skin, and pro-
ceed to insert their mouthparts into 
me and drain my delicious blood. I 
imagine that they are looking into my 
eyes whilst this is occurring.

When ticks are not sucking your 
blood, midges are performing sui-
cidal dives into your mouth and eye-
balls. However grotesque this war on 
two fronts might sound, the summer 
is definitely the nicest time to enjoy 
long, warm evenings and take in the 
Hebridean scenery.

One advantage to living like a mas-
ochistic Victorian naturalist is that 
upon returning to Durham and con-
sequently hearing student and staff 
alike lament over the Durham climate, 
I can’t help but feel like I’m enrolled at 
some tropically placed university. Sim-
ple pleasures are found everywhere: 
Wi-Fi, pavements, warmth, and nice, 
clean clothes never feel as inviting as 
in those first few days back.

It can take some time to settle 
back into the office, and the contrast 
between Ustinov’s social life and abso-
lute wilderness takes some getting 
used to. Travelling away from Dur-
ham does present a necessary break at 
times, but it also makes me value those 
very things that I sometimes find suf-
focating about Durham—the close-
knit community and small-town feel 
of the place.

Unfortunately for me, my days in 
the Scottish islands are over and it is 
time for me to spend fewer months 

than I’d like on writing up my PhD—
in the end, we all do our time.

 Ticks and midges are a sure way to speed up productivity when working outside.
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 Tom McLeish and the subtle science of slimy 
substances
By Zarja Mursic
It is liquid, but it can also be solid. 
It runs through your fingers, but 
it does not stick to them. It can be 
coloured—usually green or pink—it is 
fun to squeeze, yet some might find it 
a bit disgusting. What is it? If you just 
thought of slime, you are correct!

At our December Café Scientifique, 
we hosted Professor Tom McLeish 
from the Physics Department of Dur-
ham University, who took us on an 
interactive and very entertaining ride 
through the world of liquids, physics, 
and the science behind all stuff slimy. 
At the end we realised we had not 
actually answered the question: What 
makes slime? What do we find slimy? 
(Besides those annoying people run-
ning around your boy-/girlfriend pre-
tending to be their ‘good friend’, just 
wanting their attention!)

So, what someone would describe 
as slime? Science says slime is a 
non-Newtonian fluid, which means 
its viscosity depends on the side shear 
stress of the substance (try mixing 
corn flour with water to see what we 
mean by that!). Measuring rheological 
properties—the parameters describing 
how liquids flow (viscosity, elasticity, 
etc.)—in slimy liquids gives us a sci-
entific insight that might relate to the 
sliminess. However, Professor McLeish 
concluded we might need to do psy-
chological experiments to develop a 

sliminess scale.

Being part of a sliminess experi-
ment? Sounds like fun! Sticking your 
fingers into different non-Newtonian 
fluids, rating slimy stuff—where can 
I apply? We would need lots of par-
ticipants to establish the first sliminess 
scale. After that we might get to new 
questions.

Since some children enjoy sticking 
fingers into their noses and collecting 
disgusting mucus, it might be worth 
inspecting whether children’s sliminess 
scale would correspond to the adults 
one or who likes it more—children or 
adults? Also when it comes to adults, is 
there a difference between genders for 
who likes slimy business more? Does it 
vary with any other factor?

We can test all that by applying 
scientific methods 
to study the physics 
of slime and human 
behaviour. And, 
finally, one more 
scientific question—
why are we so cap-
tivated by slime? Or 
is it just me and my 
fingers?

How to Participate in a 
Ustinov Seminar or Café
The Ustinov Seminars; Volunteering; 
Race, Crime & Justice; and Café Poli-
tique, Café Scientifique, and Café des 
Arts projects are all designed to give 
Ustinov members the opportunity 
to present (and perform) in a public 
environment—often with colleagues 
more established in their disciplines. 

Organisers are always willing to 
hear ideas and themes for presenta-
tions (although they do try to plan 
a term in advance). You can contact 
them at the emails below:
• ustinov.seminar@durham.ac.uk
• ustinov.cafesci@durham.ac.uk
• ustinov.cafedesarts@durham.

ac.uk
• ustinov.cafepol@durham.ac.uk
• ustinov.rcj@durham.ac.uk
• ustinov.volunteering@durham.

ac.uk

• ustinov.uif@durham.ac.uk

Prof. Tom McLeish (Photo: GCP)

Tom McLeish (Photo: GCP)
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Christian Brauner discussing the concept of jus ad vim (Photo: Michael Baker)

Do ethics count when states turn to force?
By Jenna Mazzella
For a Café Politique debate on ethics 
and international relations on the first 
of March, Ustinov welcomed two PhD 
candidates from Durham University: 
Christian Braun (School of Govern-
ment and International Affairs) and 
Verity Adams (Durham Law School).

Each of these speakers approached 
the issue from distinctly different 
points of view. Braun argued in favor 
of the application of jus ad vim (the 
ethical and just use of force, short 
of war), whereas Adams defended a 
purely legalistic framework for the use 
of force, since states are often more 
eager to seek ethical justifications for 
pursuing force than to abide by ethical 
considerations once given permission 
to act.

What was striking, however, was 
the amount that both speakers agreed 
upon, regardless of the clear divide 
between them. They both acknowl-
edged the need for stringent restric-
tions on the use of force, held strong 
objections to the unjust and illegal 

wars in the Middle East, and saw areas 
where both law and theory fall short 
of meeting some of the world’s current 
needs.

It seems to me that there is much 
more in common between just war 
theory and international law than we 
had the opportunity to discuss—per-
haps international law is even an ethi-

cal system in and of itself. This conver-
sation left the audience with much to 
think about. What particularly stood 
out to me was Braun’s statement that 
ethics can move more quickly than 
law to cope with the demands of our 
changing world. As such, it seems that 
ethical considerations are quite rele-
vant while we wait for law to catch up.

Verity Adams responding to a Q&A comment (Photo: Michael Baker)
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Café des (textile) Arts holds a rug-
making workshop 
By Siobhan Harper 
A small group gathered on a wet and 
windy Saturday afternoon to learn 
about the traditional rug-making of 
the North East from the Durham Rug 
Makers—a group based in County 
Durham, established in 2003, and 
continuously growing in number. 
Wendy, Ken, Edith, and Joan came to 
teach us the history and techniques of 
rug-making.  

Wendy first introduced the group 
and the broad history of rug-making, 
which is vastly extensive in itself—
every civilisation has developed its 
own techniques and styles of making 
rugs and mats. 

Rug-making in the UK has typically 
been a pastime of the working classes, 
with many different names occurring 
across the country for the same tech-
niques of mat work—but there are 
some names and techniques specific to 
the North. 

Ken elaborated on this, explaining 
how these techniques came to the fore 
in the nineteenth century; he also told 
us that when they take this talk and 
workshop to local schools, he always 
enjoys emphasising the computer-less, 
phone-less, electricity-less, TV-less 

nature of the nineteenth century, to 
the wide-eyed astonishment of the 
children! 

Making rugs was not only a source 

of income to those who were unable 
to work, but were also vital in keeping 
a home warm. Nothing was wasted—
anything could be recycled and made 
into a rug, and a worn-out rug could 

be taken apart, 
parts reused. 

Edith and Joan 
then read out 
poems about these 
rugs, beloved 
of the North, 
in the dialects 
of Durham and 
Yorkshire respec-
tively, and their 
p e r f o r m a n c e s 
gave real life to 
the often-obscure 
language.

The demonstration then 
began—and if you’re interested in 
learning yourself, then you can find 
pages of instructions on the Dur-
ham Rug Makers website. 

All you need is some hessian or 
loosely woven fabric, something to 
cut into strips, and a blunt stick. 
Ken and Edith demonstrated the 
techniques and then we were let 
loose by ourselves. 

The Durham Rug Makers (All photos: Galane J. Luo)
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International career 
session hits on hot topics

By Ying (Jane) Zhang
Ustinov Intercultural Forum was 
pleased to welcome guest speaker 
Peter Fox from the Careers, Employ-
ability and Enterprise Centre at 
Durham University. Peter was called 
upon to help with career advice spe-
cifically for Ustinov’s international 
student population. The session’s 
attendance had to be capped at the 
Howlands seminar room’s capacity.

Especially in the first section, 
when Peter introduced the Tier 2 
visa application, participants were 
very keen to learn, for example, 
more about the changing UK pol-
icy on the minimum wage threshold 
that has been in the news. He then 

followed up this discussion with two 
other sections, giving information 
on the proper procedures to finding 
a job in the UK, and finally, tips and 
hints on how to write an eye-catch-
ing CV and perform confidently 
and naturally in interviews.

Afterward, the students were very 
active in posing questions, taking 
advantage of the opportunity to get 
advice relating to their own individ-
ual job aspirations. In addition to 
the contributions made by the guest 
speaker and organisers of this inter-
active session, applause is also due to 
the hospitality team and the college 
office, who helped pull off such an 
engaging event.

Guest speaker Peter Fox, from DU’s Careers, Employability and Enterprise Centre (Photo: GCP)

We all took a piece of hessian and 
then began trying proggy (poking 
bits of fabric through the hessian), 
the simplest of the techniques. Ken 
explained that all the techniques were 
very simple—the complex pieces of 
art that were on display are complex 
only in the design. Of course, being 
that skilled at the design was clearly 
something we would not have time to 
master!  

We were also able to look in closer 
detail at the wide array of artworks, 
wall hangings, Christmas wreaths, and 
rugs that the group had brought with 
them (all made by members of the 
group). The detail and skill in many of 
them was astonishing; one rug hooked 
in the pattern of a deer made us lit-
erally gasp. Another rug had a heart 
pattern in blue and cream, and was 
just as beautiful from the back as from 
the front! And it’s not only fabric that 
could be used to make rugs—there 
were smaller mats made from plastic 
bags, helium balloons, and video cas-
sette ribbon! 

The Durham Rug Makers are also 
great supporters of a charity called 
Rug Aid, established in 2004 by the 
internationally renowned rug-maker 
Heather Ritchie, who taught many of 
the Durham Rug Makers their craft 
(but was unfortunately unable to come 
to our workshop). Rug Aid, based in 
Gambia, teaches blind and visually 
impaired men and women, and their 
sighted family members, how to make 
rugs, in order to give them a source 
of income otherwise denied them by 
their disability. A very worthy cause. 

For more information about Rug 
Aid, please visit http://www.rug-aid.
org. For the Durham Rug Makers, 
please visit: http://e-voice.org.uk/dur-
hamrugmakers/.  

Everyone was so engrossed in their 
craft that we hardly noticed the time. 
There were cries of ‘Five more min-
utes!’ as we neared the time to pack 
away our tools and fold away our hes-
sian.
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By Siobhan Harper
International Women’s Day is cel-
ebrated every year on the eighth of 
March. There is one origin story of this 
day, but two different ways of telling 
it: in 1908, 15,000 women marched 
through New York City demanding 
shorter working hours, better pay, and 
the right to vote. 

Following this, in 1910, an Interna-
tional Conference of Working Women 
was held in Copenhagen, where Clara 
Zetkin suggested the idea of an Inter-
national Women’s Day, so that every 
year in every country, women would 
be able to press for their demands for 
a better life.

The conference, made up of over 
100 women from 17 countries, unan-
imously approved the suggestion, 
and International Women’s Day was 
formed! That’s the official and rosier 
side to the story, which glosses over the 
fact that this day was ‘forged … in the 
midst of fire, bloody strikes, starving 
workers and revolution.’1

Indeed, the 1908 strike was incred-
ibly bloody—it was led by a 23-year-
old Ukranian-Jewish immigrant 
named Clara Lemlich, who rallied 
‘tens of thousands of women to the 
picket lines even after thugs hired by 

her employers broke her ribs’.2

And that was just the start.

This is the current state of affairs: 
‘The World Economic Forum pre-
dicted in 2014 that it would take 
until 2095 to achieve global gender 
parity. Then one year later in 2015, 
they estimated that a slowdown in the 
already glacial pace of progress meant 
that gender gap wouldn’t close entirely 
until 2133.’3

This makes for sobering reading.

However, Café des Arts, alongside 
the International Women’s Group, 
wanted to focus on the achievements 
and the positive aspect of this move-
ment—keeping in mind how far we’ve 
come—and so we thought of a pop-
ular event held by Café des Arts last 
year called ‘Feminine Voices’ (see the 
Michaelmas 2014 edition of The Usti-
novian). 

We asked our audience to volunteer 
to speak about a woman who inspired 
them, and the contributions were 
funny, moving, and so very varied.

Paula Rondon-Burgos spoke first, 
about her grandmother, born and 
raised in a rural Bolivian commu-
nity. Orphaned aged 8, she began to 
care for her younger siblings, without 
receiving an education and so remain-
ing illiterate. 

Her seven children, however, all 
went on to receive postgraduate 
degrees, with Paula’s mother becom-
ing the first woman to get a Master’s 
degree in Physics in Bolivia.

Paula spoke about her own grat-
itude at her position—studying for 
a PhD at Durham University—and 
about how she owes this to her grand-
mother’s giving nature, and her desire 
for her children to have all that she did 
not have.

And the theme that emerged from 
the talks was that everyone chose an 
inspirational woman who had some 
kind of personal connection to them.

For many, this was through their 
work or studies: Irene Wilkinson, of 
the International Women’s Group, 
spoke about Eglantyne Jebb (1876–
1928), the founder of Save The Chil-
dren. 

Jebb effectively invented the idea of 
visual aids of suffering, and in 1923 
drafted the Rights of the Child, which 
was adopted a year later by the League 

of Nations. Irene has worked as an 
advocate of Save the Children, and 
her gratitude and admiration for Jebb 
were evident.

Lara Velho talked about two 
women: Wendy Kopp, founder of 
Teach For All, and Shaheen Mis-

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP PROGRAMME

Siobhan Harper, center, and Paula Rondon-Burgos, right (Photo: Hsing Pen-Yuan)

For International Women’s Day, stories 

Clara Zetkin (Photo: public domain)
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try, founder of Teach For India, two 
organisations which focus on recruit-
ing graduates into the teaching fel-
lowship to understand the problem of 
educational inequity. 

Lara herself worked at Teach For 
India for three years, in the slums of 
Bombay, and saw the impact that these 
organisations can have first hand. She 
also acknowledged the work of the 
mothers of the slums, who keep the 
slums running and work to get their 
children educated.

William Fortin mentioned Lou-
ise Arbour, a Canadian lawyer with 
a string of achievements to her name 
(e.g., UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights), who became the first 
person both to indict a sitting head of 
state (Yugoslavian president Slobodan 
Milošević) and to prosecute sexual 
assault as a crime against humanity. 
She also, indirectly, helps William 
win arguments with his parents about 
complex human rights issues.

Jana Hengstler’s inspirational 
woman was Michelle Obama—surely 
no introduction needed!—who com-
pleted a degree in sociology at Prince-
ton before starting at Harvard Law 
School; she continues to work actively 
with not-for-profits about poverty 
awareness and healthy eating, espe-
cially regarding children.

Hsing Pen-Yuan admired Margaret 
Heafield Hamilton, the Director of the 
Software Division of the MIT Instru-
mentation Laboratory, and so for the 
entire Apollo space programme. Pen 
told a story about how Neil Arm-
strong’s mistakes were corrected by the 
incredibly complex computer that was 
designed by her. 

In his words: ‘Mankind’s giant leap 
would not have happened were it not 
for this woman. Which is kind of 
badass.’

For others, inspirational women 
were found in all areas of personal 

interest. Anna Kranz spoke about 
Leona W. Chalmers, who in 1937 pat-
ented the menstrual cup. 

Unfortunately the world was not 
ready for this: she was not allowed 
to use the word ‘vagina’ in her adver-
tising, and went bankrupt. Despite 
this, she continued to educate women 
about their menstrual health, and tried 
to improve and simplify menstruation.

Ladan Howell brought up Táhirih 
(1814/17–1852), a mid-nine-
teenth-century Iranian poet and theo-
logian, despite her family’s traditional 
outlook. She famously unveiled her-
self in an assembly of men, causing 
a huge controversy; she was arrested 
and placed under house arrest, and a 
few years later was executed, saying 
‘You can kill me as soon as you like, 
but you cannot stop the emancipation 
of women’. Ladan then read one of 
Táhirih’s poems: ‘Point by Point’.

Daniela Rochin spoke about Rosa-
rio Marin, the forty-first Treasurer of 
the United States, and the only for-
eign-born person to hold this post. 
Moving to the U.S. from Mexico aged 
15, Marin learned English and gained 
her education in the evenings while 
she worked in the day. 

She worked her way up in a bank 
before moving into politics, and 
became an advocate for the mentally 
disabled after her son was born with 
Down’s Syndrome. (Daniela had even 
been fortunate enough to meet Marin, 
and showed us a photo of the two 
together!)

Anne Marte Johnsen then gave a 
presentation about three Norwegian 
feminists (Madeleine Schultz, Marta 
Breen, Jenny Jordahl) who wrote a 
book entitled The F-Word: 155 Rea-
sons to be a Feminist. Despite Norway 
being one of the most equal societies 
in the world, there are still numerous 
inequalities present, and Anne talked 
us through a number of them (with 

some hilarious visual aids). The big-
gest laugh came from an image of two 
babies’ onesies: one pink, proclaiming 
‘Princess’; the other blue, proclaiming 
‘Administrative Director’!

Finally, Glenn McGregor (Princi-
pal of Ustinov College) stood, unpre-
pared, and spoke about Aung San Suu 
Kyi, the Burmese stateswoman and 
politician, winner of the 1991 Nobel 
Peace Prize, and, after almost fifteen 
years under house arrest, one of the 
world’s most prominent political pris-
oners. 

Glenn also, however, shed some 
light on her perhaps lesser-known 
personal life; separated from her hus-
band and children by the Burmese 
government, she was unable to see her 
husband even as he was dying. Forced 
to make an awful choice between her 
husband and her country—she chose 
the latter. A sombre story indeed.

(Glenn also casually boasted about 
New Zealand’s  record when it comes 
to milestones of women’s rights—in 
1893, it became the first country to 
grant women the vote.)

Fascinatingly, and entirely acciden-
tally, there were a number of other 
themes that ran through most of the 
talks: education and children were 
the two most prominent, as well as an 
international focus. Which is wonder-
ful, given Ustinov College’s place as a 
family-oriented, international post-
graduate community. In Pen’s words, 
it’s ‘kind of badass’.

1 Rebecca Winson, ‘We mustn’t forget the revo-
lutionary roots of International Women’s Day’, 
New Statesman, March 2016: www.newstates-
man.com/politics/2014/03/we-mustnt-for-
get-revolutionary-roots-international-wom-
ens-day

2 Ibid.

3 International Women’s Day: www.interna-
tionalwomensday.com

about the ways women inspire us 
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The GCP’s Raven Bowen with author Linda Cruse (Photo: Anne Johnsen)

What’s 
in a 
home?

By Vicky Meaby
Last term three Global Citizenship 
teams put their heads together to come 
up with an event which focused upon 
core issues of identity and home. 

Home is an emotive word, it sum-
mons up different feelings for differ-
ent people. Home can be the place we 
feel most happy or secure; it can just 
as easily be a place where we feel vul-
nerable and unaccepted or somewhere 
from which we need to flee. Home 
can be where we are born, or where we 
chose to be.

Each and every one of us has a 
unique concept of ‘home’ and the con-
notations it conjures up for us strad-
dle a spectrum from deep-rooted love 
to feelings of hatred, fear, and terror. 

During the course of the evening we 
were privy to stories from three inspir-
ing speakers; Linda Cruse, Caitlin 
Nunn, and our very own Ustinovian, 
Irene Pasquinelli.

Linda spoke of her development 
work with communities all over the 
world, and the ways in which home 
has become for her wherever she rests 
her head at night; Caitlin explored 
with us the complex entanglement of 
identity, place, and home through par-
ticipatory arts-based work with young 
Somali people in Australia; and Irene 
described the story of her work as a 
first responder and the ways in which 
a natural disaster can make you ques-
tion everything you thought you knew 
about home.

During the event, we asked those 
attending to describe what ‘home’ 
meant for them. Below are some of 
the thoughts people had, and they 
encapsulate the complex and diverse 
relationship we have with the concept:

Home is…

‘Wherever one is peaceful, happy 
and free from suffering.’

‘Where the people you love are.’

‘The place you feel home-
sick to leave.’

‘Where I can be myself.’

‘Where Wi-Fi connects 
automatically.’

‘Complicated.’

‘Everywhere you are.’

‘With my family, my kids 
and my dog.’

‘Still at mum’s house, but 
not as much as it was 
before dad died.’

‘A place where I feel connected, 
content, safe and comfortable.’

‘Different in my heart 
and my head.’

‘A place I’ve never lived.’

‘A place with which you have 
a spiritual and emo-
tional connection.’

‘Someplace that should always be 
in your rear-view mirror.’

The stickpins of home (Photos: Anne Johnsen)
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Play breathes 
new life into 
Darwin’s 
discovery 
process
By Veronica Benduski
With only a few chairs, a ladder, three 
dusty books, and some pieces of parch-
ment as props, actor Andrew Harrison 
brought the story of Charles Darwin 
to life before an audience at St. John’s 
College. 

Written and directed by Mur-
ray Watts, the play Mr Darwin’s Tree 
depicts Darwin’s life from his school 
days spent avidly collecting beetles, 
to his five-year voyage on the HMS 
Beagle, and finally to the controversial 
publication of On the Origin of Species 
in 1859. It first premiered at Westmin-
ster Abbey, travelled around Europe 
and Asia, and is now bound for the 
United States.

The event was put on as part of the 
Faith, Science, and Academia series, a 
joint project of St John’s and Ustinov 
Colleges. Andrew Harrison performed 

brilliantly, acting out multiple charac-
ters at once with dramatic gestures and 
varied accents, evoking bursts of laugh-
ter and murmurs of wonder from the 
audience. Harrison switched skilfully 
between characters, often blurring the 
boundaries between the narrator and 
Darwin in a way that put into ques-
tion our previous understanding of the 
discovery of natural selection.

This event was an incredible oppor-
tunity to view the play in a cozy set-
ting and to speak with Murray Watts 
himself at a Q&A and drinks recep-
tion afterwards. When asked about 
his creative process, Watts described 

researching and writing the play as an 
‘emotional journey’. Watts delved into 
Darwin’s personal life through letters, 
scientific inquiries, and studies on the-
ology, seeking to learn what made that 
famous naturalist from school text-
books tick. 

The play, provocative as much as 
it is beautiful, makes us question our 
perceptions of the world and puts the 
great 19th-century debate on evolu-
tion within the context of an intensely 
personal story. Mr Darwin’s Tree gives 
new texture to a historical discovery 
that transcends time.

Murray Watts, left, writer and direction of ‘Mr Darwin’s Tree’ (Photo: Veronica Benduski)

Exploring the 
divide between 
North and South
By Thomas Knight

A major strength of the Global 
Citizenship Programme is how it 
teaches students to think globally 
and celebrate diversity. 

However, sometimes it is impor-
tant to look closer to home—to hold 
an event which examines the prob-
lems of the country which many 
Ustinovians are calling home for 
their Master’s year, or several years, 
in the case of PhD students. 

As a British ‘home student’ 
myself, I felt it would be highly use-
ful for Café Politique to examine the 
North-South Divide which exists in 
England: the perceived differences 
in political, economic, and cultural 
attitudes. Indeed, as residents of 
Durham, students see firsthand the 
differences between the local pop-
ulation and the student body on a 
daily basis.

The discussion began with Pro-
fessor Richard Harris from Durham 
Business School covering the divide 
in economic terms. He highlighted 
how the north was the traditional 
location for manufacturing and 
production industries which subse-
quently declined in post-war Britain. 

Dr Julia Stapleton from the School 
of Government and International 
Affairs (SGIA), noted how there is a 
distinctive concept of nationhood in 
England—that there is a clear divide 
among Northern and Southern par-
liamentary constituencies over who 
they are likely to vote for and how 
they culturally associate themselves. 

Lastly, Dr Nick Vivyan, also from 
SGIA, noted how sociodemograph-
ics affects voting patterns and how 
London is an anomaly in the divide.  
He highlighted how there is no sin-
gle definition between the views held 
by a ‘Northerner’ and a ‘Southerner’, 
but one which is defined by employ-
ment, education, and a variety of 
other socioeconomic indicators.
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(All photos courtesy author)

Conducting fieldwork in the ‘European 
Quarters’ of Brussels and Strasbourg
Norman Richardson 
Grant Report
By Mika Laiho
During the second year of my PhD 
research on the EU’s Arctic policy, I 
found myself booked aboard another 
Eurostar between London and Brus-
sels, only this time I stopped for a long 
weekend in Paris to catch the 21st 
Conference of the Parties to the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP21).

I met a lot of interesting people in 
Paris, mainly climate activists and con-
ference-goers, who inspired me during 
my stay. I particularly recall one Paris-
ian who I spoke to in the streets out-
side the French Military College. I had 
just left the College after participating 
in an event as a guest speaker on Arctic 
energy. 

This woman was dressed in hand-
made clothes, and scribbling Baude-
laire’s historic verse about humanity 
and nature on the pavement with 
chalk. We discussed the meaning and 
power of poetry, which summarised 

COP21 for us.

Even before I reached Brussels my 
schedule was almost fully booked with 
interview meetings. During my week 
in Brussels, I managed to interview 
representatives from at least four or 
five DGs working on the Arctic pol-
icy as well as visit the historic archives 
of the European Council. It was an 
extremely productive time, research-
wise, and offered me an unique oppor-
tunity to network with people whom I 
would not have usually met.

I stayed in an AirBnB apartment 
with a number of young students from 
Brittany who were really easy to talk 
to and made my trip less business-like. 
The apartment was artfully placed a 
stone’s throw from the centre of the 
‘European district,’ about five minutes 
walk from Place Jourdan and the most 

famous of Belgian fritterie establish-
ments, Maison Antoine.

The European Quarter is the hub 
of EU institutions, though of course 
some buildings remain outside the 
zone Schuman where most EU sites 
are located. Some describe the archi-
tecture as ‘European Gotham City’, 
which is completely unfair but comes 
from the glassy facades of European 
Commission buildings. In some ways 
the architecture failed to impress in 
the light of wintertime, admittedly.

However, I was still awestruck by 
the European Quarter as I knew this is 
where a large part of the 30,000-strong 
Commission employees work every-
day and where other civil servants or 
government officials mingle. My per-
sonal favourite official meeting took 
place in Brussels in an Irish pub where 
I had the pleasure of interviewing a 
Finnish civil servant leading the Euro-
pean External Action Service (EEAS) 
division of the EU’s Arctic policy.

This meeting was important for a 
number of reasons. This person was 
well informed and knew a lot about 
my research questions. We became 

‘The best hands-on 
experience I could ask 
for.’
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good friends, actually. Food was a 
‘homely’ roast chicken with roast 
veg, stuffing and gravy. I needed to 
stick to one glass of red wine during 
work hours but we arranged to go for 
a couple of whiskeys another evening 
in Place de Luxembourg, which is a 
popular hangout among the EU white 
collar workers.

Over the last few days I was bold 
enough to travel to Strasbourg and 
back in a 24-hour period, to meet two 
Finnish MEPs who had played some 
part in drafting the first European Par-
liament Resolution on Arctic Govern-
ance, way back in 2008. 

Due to it being the last week before 
Christmas, my interviewees had very 
little time for me but we still made 
good progress. Moreover, I learnt that 
lot of MEPs and their assistants fly to 
Strasbourg for a busy week of parlia-
mentary voting, then return to their 
respective constituencies.

Once back in Brussels, my last day 
was spent interviewing one more civil 
servant working for the European Par-
liament and retrieving a compact disc 
from a member of staff from the Euro-
pean Council archives. The disc con-
tained around fifty documents I had 
previously asked to be disclosed to me 
while visiting earlier that year.

I would like to thank Ustinov Col-
lege for the generous support from the 
Norman Richardson Grant, which 
contributed to the costs of funding my 
fieldwork. The overall experience was 
far more valuable than the monetary 
cost, however, as firsthand accounts of 
policy-making are rarely come by. 

Furthermore, Ustinov College 
helped build a professional network 
with people I interviewed and others 
working for EU institutions. I would 
definitely recommend the grant to 
other Ustinovians looking to carry out 
extensive fieldwork abroad.

A social 
anthropologist’s 
adventure in 
Exeter
By Elena Burgos-Martinez
In April 2105 I attended a conference 
of the Association of Social Anthro-
pologists in Exeter, which offered 
a platform for anthropologists and 
scholars from a wide range of disci-
plines to come together and debate the 
need for more holistic approaches to 
our research.

I gave a presentation titled ‘Explor-
ing the relations between language 
variants and environmental change’ as 
part of a session on ‘Attention to lan-
guage and ways of speaking in under-
standing sociality’, which was the first 
of its kind (based in linguistic anthro-
pology) in the UK.

I found it incredibly rewarding as 
I had the opportunity to meet fellow 
linguistic anthropologists and discuss 
our work, even getting positive com-
ments and constructive feedback on 
my research! 

I greatly enjoyed discussing off-
shoots of research in the field, and 
meeting other researchers like me in 
such a welcoming, encouraging and 
professional atmosphere.

I certainly returned to Durham 
feeling satisfied and, above all, confi-
dent with my work as a final-year PhD 
student. My ideas and work have been 
strengthened through critical consid-
eration and discussion 
with peers; and I have 
also brought back 
to Durham ideas for 
new workshops to be 
implemented as part 
of pre- and post-field-
work training—cer-
tainly a productive few 
days!

Talking late 
Middle Ages in 
Leeds
By Jenine de Vries
In July 2015, I went to the Interna-
tional Medieval Conference in Leeds, 
one of the largest conferences in the 
field attended by scholars from many 
different countries. 

I presented my paper, ‘Urban His-
tory Writing in its Political Context: 
How external relations show aspects 
of urban identity in late medieval Hol-
land’, on the first day. This explored 
how the recording of history in Hol-
land in the late middle ages was 
focused on the whole region, rather 
than on individual towns as found 
elsewhere. 

There was interesting discussion 
afterwards about regional differences 
that many of us had observed, and 
how modern historians look at these 
medieval sources in biased ways. This 
discussion brought to light some novel 
points for my research to explore fur-
ther. It was very valuable for me to 
meet with colleagues from Belgian uni-
versities in particular, as my research 
involves the study of both Flemish and 
Dutch sources.

I learned a great deal over the course 
of the conference, and it was great to 
meet fellow PhD students from sev-
eral countries, as we could share our 
experiences and findings. It was a very 
interesting and inspiring conference, 
and I thank Ustinov College for help-
ing me to attend!

Curious about conference, 
research, and travel awards?
Visit the Ustinov College site to learn more. Up to 35 
awards ranging between £100 and £250 are made to 
defray travel and conference expenses, while the Nor-
man Richardson Postgraduate Research Fund makes 
up to £10,000 available each year: www.dur.ac.uk/
ustinov.college/college_life/scholarships.
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Anne, left, with fellow Ustinovian Pragya Jena at a Diwali celebration 
(Photo: GCP)

Matriculating! (Photo courtesy author)

Ustinov at Uppsala! Anne to 
unpack global citizenship

By Anne Johnsen
Ustinov’s own Anne Johnsen has been 
selected to represent Durham University 
at an international workshop on Global 
Citizenship. The workshop forms part of 
a Global Citizenship initiative between 
the Matariki Network of Universities 
(MNU) and will take place 18–21 
April at Uppsala University, Sweden.

Joining Anne are Ustinov staff mem-
ber Rebecca Bouveng and Trevelyan 
undergraduate student Jasmine Simms, 
who will also take part in the workshop 
aimed at developing a common approach 
to fostering global citizenship. Read on 
for Anne’s ideas of global citizenship and 
how these fit in with her interdiscipli-
nary background and involvement in the 
Ustinov community.

How can we as Ustinovians and 
Durham students bring global citizen-
ship into academia and college life?

That is a big question, which I hope 
you all will critically discuss with me, 
the College, and your department, so 
that all of us can gain a clearer idea 
of what the term entails. At Ustinov 

I am involved in the 
planning for our 
Annual Conference 
where the theme this 
year is ‘Establish-
ing the Global Cit-
izen: Multidiscipli-
nary Perspectives on 
Global Citizenship’, 
so your thoughts are 
especially important 
to me.

The conference 
will be interesting 
and inspiring, and 
you are all welcome 
to virtually take part 
in it! What do you 
think global citi-
zenship is or should 

entail at Durham University? Send 
me an email at ustinov.gcp@durham.
ac.uk and I will take your ideas to the 
workshop in Sweden! 

I will also draw, write, take pictures, 
and make videos about my experiences 
and insights at the conference, which 
will be shared through social media 
and web before, 
during, and after 
the workshop.

Global citizen-
ship is a highly 
complex and chal-
lenging term, but 
for me its core 
ought to be found 
at the intersec-
tion of academic 
knowledge and 
social responsibility. 

Whereas some will argue that global 
citizenship is an idealistic way of think-
ing, I will say the opposite: global cit-
izenship is the realistic solution to the 
world’s problems.

Statistics reveal to us the numbers of 

people living in poverty, war, diaspora, 
starvation, and climate crisis. Research 
shows how people are being margin-
alised, discriminated, stigmatised, tor-
tured, traumatised, and starved. These 
are the facts about inequality, and 
we as knowledgeable, moral human 
beings ought to be obliged to fight 
these injustices.

The political dimension to global 
citizenship is of great importance, dar-
ing to go beyond celebrating multicul-
turalism, toward critically engagement 
in local, national, and global politics. 
That involves questioning my own 
values and my country’s policie: for 
example, addressing the salmon indus-
try’s negative impact on the environ-
ment, questioning our focus on mate-
rial consumption, and asking how 
Norway, as a so-called peaceful nation, 
can be so heavily involved in the weap-
ons industry.

I understand the term global citi-
zenship to mean the courage to ques-
tion, challenge, and even offend in 
order to make it a term with the politi-
cal power to create social change.

Where I am coming from
I have a multidisciplinary edu-

cational background, ranging from 
Development and Geography, to Lan-
guages and Arts, all from different uni-
versities and countries. 

Through the MA in ‘Intercultural 
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Communication and Education’ at 
Durham University, I am studying 
language teaching, cultural studies, 
and education policy. My dissertation 
on a school project in India, supported 
by an organisation working for global 

citizenship and creativity, will deal 
with UNESCO’s ‘Education for All’ 
and social change.

I have also studied and worked in 
different countries, including Nor-
way, Germany, India, and England, 

and speak five languages (with var-
ied fluency). I have ‘travelled around 
the world’, but while I am striving to 
become a so-called global citizen, at 
the same time I have very strong local 
roots in my indigenous Sámi commu-
nity and my Norwegian home town. 
Growing up with so many different 
cultures and languages has given me 
valuable personal insight into the 
complex levels of global citizenship.

As a member of the Global Citi-
zenship Programme (GCP) at Ustinov 
College, I am taking a lead on media 
and communications. The programme 
promotes global citizenship through 
its events, and I work to engage peo-
ple, and develop ways to demonstrate 
global citizenship in practice in the 
college community.

(far right) Anne in traditional Norwegian dress (Photo courtesy author)

The beast locked away, the gardeners rejoice! (Photo: GCP)

Wind and rain no match for volunteer gardeners
By Veronica Benduski
Looking out the window at morning 
rain and strong winds, I thought we 
would have to postpone our Volun-
teering Day at Old Durham Gar-
dens. 

But deciding to go ahead with it 
turned out to be an exciting adven-
ture! After we found the beautifully 
secluded gardens (behind Graham 
Sports Centre at Maiden Castle), 
one of the overseers, a previous Eng-
lish Heritage guide currently writing 
a book about Durham’s architectural 
history, told us about the fascinating 
history of the gardens. 

Beginning as a 12th-century 
chapel and small manor, Old Dur-
ham Gardens later became a pri-
vate garden, evolving with its varied 
ownership. In the 1750s, the garden 
and adjoining Pineapple Inn opened 
to the public, offering a tea garden, 
commercial nursery, putting green, 
tennis courts and summer music 
concerts that continue today. 

An English Heritage site, the gar-
dens still depend on the hard work 

of volunteers for gardening and 
maintenance. So the Ustinov Volun-
teers grabbed shovels, pickaxes, and 
wheelbarrows and got to work. 

First, the volunteers took on the 
garden terrace, digging holes near 
the wall where roses, jasmine, and 
honeysuckle bushes will be planted 
in the coming weeks. Even in the 
rain, I looked out over the hill to the 
Cathedral, imagining the roses and 
fruit orchard below in full bloom, 
promising myself I’d return often in 
the summertime. 

Then we moved up to the walled 
garden, getting nice and muddy by 
moving dirt to expand the hill out-
side the gate and filling in ditches 
along the inner walls. The garden-
ers keep very closely to the 
17th-century garden style in 
this area, planting particu-
lar pear and apple trees on 
trellises reminiscent of the 
time period, modeled off the 
gardens at Hampton Court 
Palace. 

In our digging and build-

ing, we made some exciting finds, of 
particular interest to the archaeolo-
gists in the group. Frank DiRenno 
and Lauren Veach speculated on the 
origin of some small bones found 
under the wall, while Emily Jeffers, 
Katie McLean and Cassidy Dyan 
Sharp found pieces of old pottery 
and dishware that they later cleaned 
and categorized in our kitchen back 
at Ustinov. 

Jenny Cowser led the way fill-
ing trenches along the inner walls, 
Chris Meagher showed us up with 
his many years of experience doing 
archeological fieldwork, and Izzy 
Hainsworth from Durham Staff Vol-
unteering made the day possible and 
worked right alongside us. What a 
great team!
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 Would you buy a brownie from these people? (Photos this page: Anne Johnsen)

Fundraising for the Foundation
Volunteering Team 
and UIF’s events raise 
money and a smile
By Jana Hengstler, Yim Ming 
(Connie) Kwong, and Lea 
Muething
Volunteering: we’ve probably all done 
it at some point or another, whether 
it has been for a club, a university, or 
for ourselves. But volunteering at Usti-
nov means much more: it means truly 
shaping and fostering our ever-grow-
ing global community. 

The feeling one gets from people 
saying ‘thank you’ can’t be compared 
to anything else. And nobody has bet-
ter demonstrated that than our Usti-
novians and friends, by supporting the 
Ustinov Foundation through raising 
both awareness and money. Thanks to 
all these great people! 

The Ustinov Volunteering Team 
Bake Sales, for example, held during 
various Global Citizenship Programme 
events, have been an amazing success. 

So many students, Senior Common 
Room members, and staff donated 
baked goods and goodies, bringing 
together over £150 to be donated to 
the Ustinov Foundation!

What could be a better feeling than 
knowing that our academic com-
munity has helped to foster further 
academic and creative communities 

around the globe such 
as the ones supported 
by the Ustinov Foun-
dation? Being part of 
the Ustinov Founda-
tion’s unique network, 
Ustinov College is a 
part of the common 
goal to foster diversity 
and open-mindedness 
within society through 
prejudice awareness 
and creativity. 

The Ustinov Foun-
dation, much like our 
own Global Citizen 
Programme, seeks to 
‘educate against pov-
erty, educate with cre-
ativity and educate for 

global citizens’. 

But it’s not only the Volunteering 
Team who wanted to raise money for 
this worthy cause. The Ustinov Inter-
national Dress Party also raised funds 
for the Ustinov Foundation. 

Over a hundred of people in cos-
tumes of different countries gath-
ered for the International Dress Party 
organised by the Ustinov Intercultural 
Forum on Saturday, 27 February. 
No matter what costumes they were 
in—their national dress, the style of 
another culture they appreciated, or 
‘cosmopolitan’—people filled How-
lands Hall with colours and laughter. 

It all started with an opening given 
by Dr Rebecca Bouveng, Ustinov’s 
Assistant Principal (College Life) with 
‘Hello’ said in various languages, fol-
lowed by our College Principal, Prof. 
Glenn McGregor, clad in a Japanese 
yukata. 

It was a very family-friendly event, 
as you could see everyone from babies 
to children to grown-ups at the party. 
Everyone enjoyed a buffet dinner, and 
traditional desserts and drinks brought 
by our guests. People had fun in front 
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of the photo booth with party props, and the kids had a 
great time with their colouring pens and friends—which is 
not to forget our fantastic performances: Indonesian music 
and dancing, Chinese singing, and Bollywood dancing. 
Our performance groups later moved to Fisher House for a 
wider audience and people joyfully took to learning Bolly-
wood dance moves.

It was a friendly and lovely atmosphere, with people 
immersed in colours of dresses and laughter of guests. It 
was a great party to embrace and celebrate diversity of cul-
tures by Ustinovians—an epitome of global citizenship. 

Missed the desserts? We’re sorry! Missed the event? 
Check out photos: www.facebook.com/ustinovgcp/.

The Ustinov Colouring Event was mainly aimed at the 
kids and families of Ustinov, keen on doing something fun 
on a Saturday morning. The Ustinov Foundation provided 
a colouring template of the words ‘Ustinov College’, and 
a large copy of this logo will be hung up in Fisher House 
once it’s finished. 

Families from Keenan House, livers out, and students 
from Howlands (and, of course, everyone else!) were invited 
for brunch, cartoons, and colouring the Ustinov logotype, 
as well as other colouring sheets provided. 

This idea from the Ustinov Foundation was a great suc-
cess in integrating the Ustinovians from Keenan House 
more into the life at Howlands Farm. 

As we write this, the Volunteering Team is continuing to 
reach out to the community. On Friday, 11 March, we visit 
RT Projects, a local group dedicated to improving mental 
health through providing a creative outlet. 

If you are interested in volunteering and want more 
information, do not hesitate to contact us at ustinov.volun-
teering@durham.ac.uk. Scenes from the International Dress Party 

(Photos: Anne Johnsen)
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Disney expert weighs in on 
Peter Ustinov’s Disney best
By Siobhan Harper
Peter Ustinov, after whom our college 
is named, was not only a philanthro-
pist, writer, director, comedian, pre-
senter, and raconteur, but also a high-
ly-respected actor, with two Academy 
Awards to his name. He also, to his 
great credit, starred in a number of 
Disney films. 

The two best, and probably best 
remembered, of these four Disney 
films were Robin Hood (1973) and 
Blackbeard’s Ghost (1968), which are 
entirely coincidentally also two of my 
favourite films from childhood—in 
fact, Robin Hood is one of my favourite 
films to this day!

In the 1960s and ’70s, and indeed 
for most of the early Disney anima-

tion history, characters’ voices were 
done by a voice cast made up of voice 
actors; voice casts featuring nothing 
but big-name actors is a relatively new 
occurrence. 

Many actors voiced several char-
acters across different films, such as 
Sterling Holloway (Cheshire Cat in 
Alice in Wonderland, 1951; Roquefort 
in The Aristocats, 1970; Kaa in Jungle 
Book, 1967; Verna Felton (Fairy God-
mother in Cinderella,1950; Flora in 
Sleeping Beauty, 1959; Mother Ele-
phant in Jungle Book, 1967; and Phil 
Harris (Baloo in Jungle Book, 1967; 
Thomas O’Malley in The Aristocats, 
1970; Little John in Robin Hood, 
1973)—to name but three. If you’ve 
ever thought that the voices sounded 
familiar, there’s a good reason for that!

Of course, there were also a number 
of more famous actors who also got in 
on the game, such as Eva Gabor voic-
ing Duchess in The Aristocats (1970), 
Vincent Price’s turn as the villainous 
Professor Rattigan in Basil the Great 
Mouse Detective (1986), and Peter 
Ustinov as Prince John. 

It is only by the time of the Disney 
Renaissance (the term given to the ten 
animated films released between 1989 
and 1999), however, that we see—
or rather, hear—the likes of the late 
Robin Williams in Aladdin (1992), 
Mel Gibson and Billy Connolly in 
Pocahontas (1995), Demi Moore and 
Kevin Kline in The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame (1996), and then Matthew 
Broderick, James Earl Jones, Jeremy 
Irons, Whoopi Goldberg, and Rowan 

Still from Robin Hood (Image: Disney)
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Atkinson in The Lion 
King (1994). Now, 
all-star voice casts 
are much more the 
norm—all-star voice 
casts who do their 
own singing are even 
more recent! 

But back to Peter 
Ustinov. Robin Hood 
is the animated caper 
that I’m sure many 
of you will know, 
or at least vaguely 
remember. Ustinov 
gave us Prince John, 
the villain of the 
piece, an anthropo-
morphic lion usurp-
ing the throne from 
his older, bigger, lion 
brother King Rich-
ard. 

His turn as Prince 
John is one of the 
film’s best features; 
a villain by turns 
violent and petu-
lant, terrifying and 
laughable, furious 
and humiliated. He 
is mortified at the 
thought of upset-
ting his mother, and 
in one wonderful 
moment—particularly if you’re five 
years old—he sucks his muddy thumb 
before complaining ‘I’ve got a dirty 
thumb’. (Really, to a five-year-old that 
is hilarious.) 

He also voices the returning King 
Richard, in a single line close to the 
end of the film to which the whole 
film has essentially been building: as 
he waves off the newly-married Robin 
Hood and Maid Marian, he declares 
to Friar Tuck, ‘It appears that I now 
have an outlaw for an in-law!’ 

(So talented was Peter Ustinov, in 
fact, that he even voiced Prince John 
in the German dubbing of the film.)

Blackbeard’s Ghost is now less well-

known. It tells the live-action story of 
a track coach, Steve Walker (played by 
Dean Jones, another Disney stalwart), 
who arrives in a North Carolina coastal 
town and boards at a hotel named after 
Blackbeard (aka the notorious English 
pirate Captain Edward Teach). 

Steve accidentally conjures forth 
the ghost of Blackbeard (Peter Usti-
nov) who is a rude and socially-inap-
propriate drunkard; it transpires that 
Blackbeard’s last wife had cursed him 
to limbo unless he can perform one 
good deed, and such is the nature of 
the conjuring that only Steve can see 
or hear Blackbeard. 

Ustinov’s Blackbeard is charismatic, 
witty, and very silly, played with the 
sort of not-quite-cockney accent made 

famous by Dick Van 
Dyke in Mary Pop-
pins (1964). Much 
of the comedy comes 
from Ustinov acting 
the fool and wreak-
ing havoc while 
nobody can see him 
except Steve—and 
the inevitable con-
sequences for Steve 
when he is seen to be 
talking to thin air. 

Eventually, of 
course, Steve and 
Blackbeard learn 
to use this to their 
advantage, and the 
film’s best scene is 
undoubtedly when 
Steve is faced with 
the villain’s hench-
men bearing guns. 
Blackbeard, invisi-
ble to everyone but 
Steve, removes the 
henchmen’s guns 
from their pockets, 
so when they go to 
shoot they simply 
point their index fin-
gers. 

Steve does the 
same and pretends 
to shoot them, while 

Blackbeard concurrently hits them 
over the head. The henchmen, idiots 
all, then attempt to ‘Get his guns!’ by 
trying to wrestle Steve’s own hands 
away from him. Steve and his girlfriend 
escape, while Blackbeard continues to 
have a rip-roaring time punching bad 
guys, throwing them into furniture, 
and breaking pictures over their heads.  

Without my being fully aware of 
it, Peter Ustinov played a small part 
in my formative years, in my family’s 
in-jokes, in the films I still hold dear 
to this day. How funny and yet won-
derfully appropriate that I came to live 
at a college named for him, and so will 
always be a Ustinovian. In a way, I 
already was.

Poster for Blackbeard’s Ghost (Image: Disney)
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They came back!  Four Durham graduates 
who couldn’t quit the North East
Kirstyn Raitz
I decided to stay in Durham primar-
ily for the sake of continuity. I did my 
MA in Early Modern History last year 
on the same topic, albeit more con-
cisely, as my PhD. I also have the same 
supervisors now as I did during my 
MA year. 

Making the commitment to stay in 
Durham for another three years may 
seem a bit daunting, but the decision 
for me was a no-brainer. Not only did 
it make sense for me academically but 
also socially. Durham also has a tight-
ly-knit postgraduate community and I 
don’t think there is anything else quite 
similar. 

Vinay Utham
I am presently pursuing a PhD in 
Finance at Durham University Busi-
ness School. I completed my Masters 
from Durham University and was part 
of the 2013–14 batch and now I have 
returned after a gap year. 

While I was pursuing my Masters, I 
fell in love with Durham, and Ustinov 
ended up being my home away from 
home. When the PhD offer arrived, it 
was a simple decision for me to accept. 
I created so many wonderful memo-
ries while I was here last time and I 
hope that I make even better memo-
ries during my current adventure. 

Yet another reason why I returned 
was because my PhD supervisor was 
the same person as I had for my Mas-
ter’s dissertation. I truly enjoyed work-
ing with him, and I wanted to con-
tinue working with him on my PhD.

Nicolete Burbach
One of the best things about Durham 
is its college system, and Ustinov, to 
my mind, gives you the best of this; 
living in College is a fantastic expe-
rience, and you won’t find a more 
vibrant, social environment elsewhere! 

The fact that it’s self-catered also 
gives you an additional level of free-
dom that you don’t get in other col-
leges, and the fact that it’s for post-
graduates means that the bar isn’t 
constantly filled with screaming fresh-
ers in morph suits.

Alas, next year I will be returning to 
living out, primarily for financial rea-
sons. (College, as wonderful as it is, is 
expensive as balls.) However, the expe-
rience of living in a large community 
is wonderful and can’t really be repli-
cated anywhere else. I would definitely 
stay otherwise.

Lara Velho
When I first walked through the 
doors of Ustinov, like most new-com-
ers, I was cold, exhausted, and drag-
ging a suitcase that was too heavy for 
me. It was grey outside (classic North 
East!), and I was quite unsure of what 
to expect. 

Very quickly, however, Fisher House 
became home, and the people around,  

 
family. As we went through the year, 
we’d laughed, cried, celebrated victo-
ries, mourned losses, played games, 
and been on our very own roller-
coaster ride together. 

As I was graduating, I instinctively 
knew I hadn’t had enough of the 
magic. So, I decided to stay on, get a 
job, and grow to appreciate the cold; 
it comes with the territory!

 (All photos courtesy respondents)
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Where’s Wilko?
By Jillian Maguire
A few months ago, the Wilkinson ‘gen-
eral store’ in the Gates Shopping Cen-
tre closed, leaving students lost as to 
where they could go in town for home 
supplies. I’m sorry to say that I’m not 
here to tell you the easy solution to the 
problem. There is no magically hidden 
home supply store in town—I even 
wandered around to make sure. 

In town, the only possible solu-
tions are a hardware store in the Dur-
ham Indoor Market, and BHS in the 
Prince Bishops Shopping area. BHS 
has a small selection of home sup-
ply things: towels, a few interestingly 
patterned throw pillows, and some 
dishes. They’re all hidden in the back 
left corner of the store, but it’s a much 
narrower selection than those used to 
Wilko would expect. 

For those who can’t find what they 
need right in town and are willing to 
brave the bus, there are two solutions. 

One, Wilko has not vanished com-
pletely, but moved to the Arnison 
Centre, a relatively easy 35-to-40 min-
ute trip by bus (leaving from Ustinov). 
To pick up this bus, take the 14, 62, 
or 64 bus from the Millburngate Stand 
B (N-bound) to the Arnison Centre. 
(The Millburngate Stands are those 
right at the bottom of Claypath.) 
You’ll be dropped off at a Sainsburys 

in the Arnison Centre after about 19 
stops. To get the bus back, go to the 
Sainsburys again and take the 14, 62, 
or 64 back to Durham. 

If you’re not sure you’re on the 
right bus, don’t be afraid to ask the 
bus driver. They’re very helpful. As an 
added bonus, if you go to the Arnison 
Centre there’s a wine wholesaler called 
Majestic, so you can also get nice wine 
for not that much money. 

Slightly closer to home than the 
Arnison Centre is the Tesco Extra (I 
call it Big Tesco) out in the Dragon-
ville Industrial Estate in Gilesgate. 

Many buses go in that direction 
from the bus station, but the best ones 
are the 204, 208, 64 (a different 64 
than the one to the Arnison Centre, 
this one goes to Sherburn), 22, and 
24. You can get these buses from the 
bus station, which is probably easiest 
for most people, or from the first stand 
the PR2 stops at on North Road. 

Tesco Extra is open 24 hours Mon-
days through Friday, until midnight 
on Saturday, and from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Sundays. It’s divided into 
groceries and home supply items, and 
takes a little less time to get to than 
the Arnison Centre, with more bus 
options.

And where’s 
Molly?
By Michael Baker
Molly, the Ustinov Feline Welfare 
Officer (aka the Ustinov Kitty), took 
up her responsibilities upon arrival in 
the 2013–14 year, perhaps not real-
ising at the time that College had no 
record of her application to live here. 

She quickly became a hit with the 
cat fanciers of Ustinov, and seemed 
really to enjoy the postgraduate life-
style, which for her consisted of wak-
ing in the afternoon, sitting in sun-
beams, meowing at select passersby, 
and studiously ignoring attempts to 
rehome her with her nearby family 
(recently transplanted from London). 
After a talk with her ‘mom’, I adopted 
her.

Almost two years later, at College’s 
request, I was on the verge of shipping 
her off to the U.S. when a fellow Usti-
novian approached me to say that her 
mother was looking for a new cat, and 
that she lived far enough away (South-
hampton) that Molly would not sim-
ply find her way back to Ustinov. Hap-
pily, on all evidence, Molly finds the 
new digs agreeable. 

 (All photos courtesy Molly)




