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Global Citizenship 
Programme & Scholarships



“It is our responsibilities, not ourselves, 
that we should take seriously.”

Sir Peter Ustinov
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Ustinov College was named 
in honour of Sir Peter Ustinov, 
former Chancellor of the 
University as well as an actor, 
writer, humanitarian, and UNICEF 
Goodwill Ambassador. Today, 
Ustinov College advances his 
legacy in partnership with the 
Ustinov Foundation.
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Welcome to 
Ustinov College

Ustinov is Durham University’s exclusively 
postgraduate College, situated in the welcoming 
green surroundings of Howlands Farm at walking 
distance from Durham city centre.  

All of our facilities, accommodation, and services 
are directed toward meeting the specific needs 
of students pursuing Masters and PhD degrees. 
Ustinov is a place for postgraduate students to call 
home—a vibrant, safe, and international community 
offering a unique postgraduate student experience, 
for individuals as well as couples and families. 

Durham is a World Top 100 
University
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A welcoming formal dinner at Howlands

What you have here are students from all 
over the world coming together, taking 
up new ideas, and meeting new people, 
and it creates an atmosphere that’s not 
only incredibly welcoming but very 
stimulating—and I love every second of  it. 

Justin Marinelli,  
MSc Global Politics

The Global Citizenship Programme & Scholarships were set 
up to build a strong academic community and scholarly 
programme at Ustinov College. They draw a lively community 
to living in College, while providing students with intellectual 
and professional development and networking opportunities.

The Programme offers funding opportunities and leadership 
roles for postgraduate students, who are able to advance their 
research through community engagement, and acquire a set 
of transferable skills for academic and non-academic fields.
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Global citizenship at Ustinov College arises 
from dialogue and debate, by creating space 
for voices from across diverse fields, cultures, 
and personal perspectives to be heard. 

We offer a range of ways for members to explore and 
think critically about complex issues in today’s world, 
and to use insights and experiences to drive practical 
initiatives in both local and global settings.   

Defining the Global Citizen
The Ustinov Foundation, based in Frankfurt and 
Vienna, is a key partner of the College and the Global 
Citizenship Programme. In keeping with the spirit of 
Sir Peter Ustinov, the Foundation focuses on granting 
children a chance for an independent and optimistic 
future through a range of educational and community 
projects across the world, with exciting opportunities 
for members of Ustinov College.

For me to be a Ustinovian is to be a global citizen. 
I am like the ambassador of  my country here, 
and can share things about my culture. Global 
citizenship is also about being tolerant and open 
to other cultures, and to other perspectives and 
points of  view.

Magdalena Garzon-Fonseca,  
MSc Psychopathlogy
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The Global Citizenship Programme offers a number of 
leadership opportunities, both to lead project teams and 
manage specific projects. As a team leader you provide 
direction and support for a team of fellow students, some 
of whom you help to recruit, while you grow as a leader, 
organiser and mentor in the process. 

Imagine organising seminars and activities, leading 
community-building initiatives, networking with 
leading academics, and on top of all this, receiving 
a scholarship towards your living costs! Ustinov’s 
Global Citizenship Programme helps make this 
possible.  

Accommodation awards reflect the scholars’ real 
contribution to College life and the wider community. 
Ustinov Scholars support the coordination 
and delivery of academic, social, and cultural 
projects: from seminars and discussion groups, 
to research forums, conferences, and media and 
communications. 

Imagine…

Through getting this 
college scholarship, I have 
been able to afford to 
start my PhD programme 
despite being self-funded. 
More importantly, this 
scholarship, which has 
made such a material 
difference to me and my 
PhD, has also been a really 
rewarding and fulfilling 
experience!

Siobhan Harper,  
PhD English Studies



Durham is a research intensive university. The 
Global Citizenship Programme complements 
and communicates that research.  As a scholar, 
you will formulate themes for interdisciplinary seminars 
and conferences, sharpen your public speaking skills, 
and learn to communicate your research to wider 
audiences. In addition, the Programme includes 
training possibilities in design, photography, editing, 
social media, and academic writing. 
 

As a Global Citizenship scholar, you can gain an 
enviable set of interpersonal skills related to leadership, 
team work, event planning, problem-solving, 
networking, and communication, all useful for your 
future career. In fact, two scholars specifically research 
employability trends and design a professional 
development event series.

As a global citizenship scholar I have had the opportunity to 
broaden my skill set to encompass event planning, advertising, 
and volunteer coordination. I have also benefited from meeting 
academics outside my field of  study which has enabled me to 
develop new interests. My experiences on Cafe Politique were 
crucial when securing employment.  

Thomas Knight, MA International Relations

Intellectual Community, 
Professional Skills 
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Durham University was ranked 31st 
globally for employer reputation in the  
QS World University Rankings 2015/16. 
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The Ustinov Seminar has developed into a 
signature seminar series and interdisciplinary 
forum for postgraduate students to meet and 
share their research. 

Seminars generally take place on a Saturday morning 
or Wednesday night. They include three or four 
short presentations from a range of disciplines, 
typically grouped around a common theme to prompt 
discussion. Speakers come along to rehearse a 
potential conference paper, practise presentation 
skills in a relaxed and friendly environment, or 
simply enjoy introducing their projects and ideas to a 
multidisciplinary audience.

The Ustinov Annual Conference was set up in 2015 to 
explore the intersection of academic knowledge and 
real life practice. It provides the student organisers 
with a rare opportunity to gain transferable skills 
in event management and team building, as well 
as to develop interdisciplinary academic thinking. 
For conference participants Ustinov College offers 
an ideal environment in which to discuss current 
academic trends and questions of global significance.

Collaborative Research

Study at the postgrad level can be so focused that it’s easy to forget 
the wide world of  academia (and real life!) beyond our field. That’s 
why I love the variety of  the GCP projects as well as the different 
topics and perspectives they showcase from our many academic, 
cultural, ethnic, social, and religious backgrounds.

Paula Rondon-Burgos, PhD Classics 

The Ustinov Annual Conference 2015 on Interdisciplinarity Discussing what global citizenship means in practice
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Café Politique
 
Ustinov’s Café Politique is the premier politics 
discussion forum in Durham outside the School of 
Government and International Affairs (SGIA). Café 
Politique provides a focus for debate and discussion 
on the topics of the day—from area studies and 
international security to elections and the politics of 
football. Use your interpersonal skills to network with 
academics, politicians, and activists to find speakers, 
while building closer links with a number of academic 
departments. 

Café Scientifique 
 
Café Scientifique was established to bring science 
and technology out of the lab and into the café. 
Participants come not only for a public lecture, but 
to take part in an open discussion. The typical format 
involves presentations, film nights, or even hands-
on activities around a particular theme, followed by 
a Q&A session and refreshments. Your mission to 
communicate scientific issues to a non-specialist 
audience puts you in contact with speakers from 
the University’s science labs and leading science 
communicators.

My experience as a GCP scholar has kept me 
on my toes. I’ve organised academic events I 
personally felt embodied a part of  me: on climate 
change activism, divestment from fossil fuels, non-
recognised statehood, and many other topics I am 
passionate about. 

Mika Laiho, PhD Geography

Visiting Japanese artists and GCP scholars at an opening exhibition at the Oriental Museum



Café des Arts
 
Café des Arts is an event and workshop series that 
explores art, culture, music, and literature in relation 
to politics, community, identity, and the world outside 
our college walls. Café des Arts also encompasses 
the Ustinov College Choir. Your mission as a Café 
des Arts scholar: bring in high-profile speakers, 
postgraduate students, and performers so members 
of the Ustinov community can find innovation and 
inspiration in the arts.

I care deeply about the 
critical role of  scientific 
literacy in modern society. 
With fun events tailored 
for a general audience, 
Café Scientifique provides 
me with the perfect 
opportunity to help 
democratise science.

Pen-Yuan Hsing,  
PhD Biology

At an event focusing on Sub-Saharan Africa, 
I was able to introduce a Ustinov PhD student 
to one of  our academic presenters who had 
travelled from another UK university for this 
event. They had both done fieldwork in Africa, 
and immediately found lots to talk about—by 
the end of  the evening, they were making plans 
for collaborative research. Those are the type of  
connections I really enjoy making.

Jenna Mazzella, 
MA International Relations
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Ustinov Intercultural   
Forum (UIF)
 
Ustinov’s college motto is Diversitate Valemus: 
‘strength in diversity’—an apt phrase since students 
from more than 100 countries around the world live 
here, making us one of the most multicultural and 
multinational student communities in the UK. The 
primary objective of the Ustinov Intercultural Forum 
(UIF) is to prompt exploration and celebration of 
our many social, cultural, national, and religious 
differences. As a member of the UIF, you organise 
social events, cultural presentations, workshops, 
and travel designed to promote discussion and to 
share experiences in relation to culture, identity, and 
diversity. 

Race, Crime, and Justice
 
The Race, Crime, and Justice project forms part 
of a regional research network and brings together 
experts in the field to discuss problematic aspects of 
race, crime, and justice. As part of the team, you will 
bring together scholars, activists, and stakeholders 
to explore policy and practice from both UK and 
international perspectives.

Ustinov Volunteering
 
Ustinov Volunteering brings students and staff 
together with the local community, supporting 
charities and foundations in Durham and beyond. 
Activities range from bake sale fundraisers and art 
therapy projects for those with mental illness, to 
helping children with homework and restoring a 
seventeenth-century historic garden. As part of the 
team, you may also organise events about the charity 
sector or help recruit a host of volunteers for all kinds 
of college events such as the Summer BBQ, family 
events, and college celebrations. 

Faith, Science, and Academia
 
This seminar series was jointly established in 2014 
by Ustinov College and St John’s College. Panelists 
from a wide range of backgrounds share their 
personal experiences of negotiating faith, science 
and academia, sometimes as part of larger events, 
sometimes in informal settings. The aim of every 
event is to support a candid and collegial dialogue 
which helps participants to reach across scholarly 
and spiritual boundaries.

Indonesian dancers perform at the UIF International Dress Party 



This year the UIF organised really engaging 
events, from the cultural heritages on display at 
the International Dress Party to the skills-oriented 
International Students Career Session—and the 
lovely teammates I worked with from around the 
world never ceased to amaze me. 

Jane Zhang, MSc Management 

Volunteering at a premier exhibition on 
Japanese Art, baking Christmas cookies 
for the Ustinov Foundation fundraiser, 
and restoring a seventeenth-century 
garden have brought me the close 
friendships, giving opportunities, and 
intellectual community that I had hoped 
to find as a graduate student.

 

Veronica Benduski, MA English 
Literary Studies

Race, Crime and Justice discussion on asylum in the UK

Volunteering at RT Projects, a mental health charity

Restoring shoreline at Saltholme wetlands
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Media and Communications
If you enjoy writing, social media, photography, graphic 
design, filming, or editing, the Programme invites you 
to bring your skills and ideas to College life.  
 
Scholars have access to a dedicated media office 
and the full Adobe Creative Suite, and are involved in 
everything from designing posters and social media, 
to filming academic events and clips about the 
College. The WordPress platform powers our website 
and online college blog, both of which contribute 
to the college magazine. The Ustinovian reports on 
college life and news that is distributed to a wide 
audience from current students, staff, and alumni.

The Communications & Media Coordinators are key 
drivers of the College’s communications, effectively 
creating and delivering Ustinov’s communications 
and marketing strategy. Communications involve a 
variety of platforms, including college publication 
The Ustinovian, the dedicated GCP website and 
associated social media. As coordinators, you 
work with scholars, staff and volunteers to manage 
the websites, events, publicity, video production, 
photography, and social media across all strands of 
the Global Citizenship Programme. Depending on 
your background, interests and skills, you can take 
ownership of specific initiatives.

I’ve honed my amateur photography skills, practiced 
filming and editing, and gained technical knowledge 
of  the field. I have learnt a lot about photography 
and film production, through hands-on experience 
of  filming at GCP events, the media workshops, 
and just through interacting with a creative, talented 
group of  people.

Mukta Paranjape,  
MSc Technology Enhanced Learning

The fun of  digital-first publishing is the reminder of  how far-flung but 
engaged the Ustinovian community is, watching stories get passed around 
among friends on social media. But I like that we still collect these stories 
for The Ustinovian magazine, so these memories get bound up together, 
and Ustinovians can relive their time here anytime they want. 

Michael Baker,  
PhD English Studies
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With funding from the Ustinov Foundation, I will travel to a 
school project in South East Asia to conduct research for my 
dissertation. The fact that the College and the Foundation link 
education, creativity and social justice, perfectly fits my personal 
and academic engagement!

Anne Johnsen,  
MA Intercultural Communications

Local Community, Global 
Citizens
The Global Citizenship Programme seeks to create a 
lasting impact on its scholars and the wider Ustinov 
community.

It begins with scholars and volunteers forming 
valuable connections within Ustinov and often working 
to put ideas into practice right here in Durham.  
 
 
 
 
 

But the Global Citizenship Programme continues 
long after Durham: some alumni return to share their 
experiences, presenting at seminars and conferences, 
while others provide career mentoring, fundraising 
and networking opportunities from all over the world.
 
At the heart of the Global Citizenship Programme lies 
a strong sense of responsibility to each other, and to 
our local and global communities. To return to the 
words of Sir Peter Ustinov, ‘it is our responsibilities, 
not ourselves, that we should take seriously’.



The Global Citizenship Programme & Scholarships are 
open to all current and prospective full-time members 
of Ustinov College, from any subject or discipline. 

The application process for the Global Citizenship Programme & 
Scholarships opens around 30 April and closes around 30 June each 
year. Decisions are communicated in July. 

For full and up to date details of available roles and responsibilities, 
eligibility criteria, and the application process, visit:

www.durham.ac.uk/ ustinov.college/fees/funding/ustinov/gcp/

CONTACT DETAILS
Ustinov College 
Howlands Farm 
South Road 
Durham DH1 3DE, UK

T: +44 (0)191 334 5470 
F: +44 (0)191 334 7231
E: ustinov.college@durham.ac.uk 

www.durham.ac.uk/ustinov.college

ALPH/05/16/512.

ustinovgcp 

ustinovgcp

ustinovgcp

Michael Baker, Veronica Benduski, Rebecca Bouveng, Lynsey Finnemore
Photos: Mike Appels, Michael Baker, Veronica Benduski, Rebecca Bouveng, Anne Johnsen, Brian Taylor.

How to apply


