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University College Virtual Visit 
A welcome from  

Dr Ellen Crabtree, Vice-Principal  

& Dr David Lowther, Assistant Principal 

 

Welcome to University College, one of Durham’s 17 colleges. As a medium-size college 

we have just over 1000 undergraduates and 800 postgraduates. 

Known simply as ‘Castle’, University College is the oldest of Durham’s colleges, and is 

based in Durham Castle. Our students take pride in our diverse college community, 

enjoy living and learning in a college set in a World Heritage Site, and get engaged in the 

local community. We are steeped in history, but always look to the future, too. Our motto, 

Non nobis solum – Not for ourselves alone – captures our ethos. We strive to be a diverse 

community, and aim to provide a welcoming environment for all.  

We are a scholarly community, and have a programme of seminars, lectures, and events as 

part of our Student Development Programme. We are proud of our student-led outreach 

programme, Castle Community Action, which works closely with the local community. We 

also actively promote the mental health and wellbeing of all our College members. 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

First, what is a college? A college is a community of students and staff from a wide range of 

backgrounds. You remain a member of your college for the entire duration of 

your degree, from the moment you arrive for Freshers’ week right through until the 

moment you graduate (and beyond!). We welcome students from a wide range of 

backgrounds and from across the globe. As a member of Castle you get to meet, 

study and mix with students doing every degree at every level, from first-year 

undergraduate to postgraduate research students. Our college community is built on 

respect, looking out for students’ wellbeing and making sure everyone is 
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included. Students volunteer to act as ‘freps’ (Freshers’ representatives) and spend time 

planning and running an exciting induction programme for your first week at University. 

 

At Castle our emphasis is on giving you the 

opportunity to try, or learn, something new and 

get involved in College life. Whether it’s via 

one of our many student-led clubs, sports and 

societies, via opportunities for personal 

development or via the wide range of college 

activities, there is always an opportunity to try 

something new. Castle supports individuals to 

pursue their interests & talents, whatever they 

may be. Get involved: whether via societies, sport, music, drama, JCR involvement, 

volunteering – there’s something for everyone. 

We can also provide financial support to help you get the most out of your degree and 

prepare for your future career. College offers Travel and Employability Bursaries to 

help with the costs of field trips and travel to careers events, and a range of other awards 

and scholarships.  
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As a fully-catered college, students can dine together daily, as well as enjoy weekly formal 

dinners, known as ‘formals’ in the Castle Great Hall – a truly magnificent setting of which 

we have the privilege to dine in. Formals are an opportunity for students to get dressed up, 

wear their academic gown (you can buy this in Freshers’ week) and enjoy a three-course 

meal in the Great Hall. Gowns are a great Castle tradition; we wear them as a symbol 

of equality so that everyone is equal in the dining hall. They also add an extra layer of 

warmth in winter…! 

 

Students are here to get a good academic degree and to make the most of the wider 

student experience. Castle supports all our students to make the most of their time at 

University via our Student Support team. We have dedicated staff who are here to 

listen and to signpost students to support services across the University, including 
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Counselling, Disability Support and Financial Support. Castle also has its own college 

hardship fund for students in financial difficulties. Our students run their own peer listening 

service, known as the JCR [Junior Common Room] welfare team, with student 

wellbeing campaigns, supply drops and during term-time, daily ‘teatimes’ where you can call 

in for a chat. 

 

 

 

As a member of Castle, all your degree 

teaching takes place in your department. 

However, that doesn’t mean you’re not going 

to learn a huge amount from your life in 

University College. Opportunities to 

broaden your horizons happen 

informally – discussing all kinds of things over 

the breakfast table – and via our student 

development programme which includes the 

Castle Lecture Series, guest lecture series, 

opportunities to meet with alumni, and our 

fantastic volunteering scheme Castle Community Action. 
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The JCR stands for the Junior Common Room, the self-organising body of students who 

organise a large amount of events and activities in College. Students elect an exec of 10 

students who cover everything from finances to events, development to outreach, facilities 

to welfare. They are led by the president, known at Castle as the ‘Senior Student’.  

 

We offer accommodation, to live in college, for all first-year students and the option to 

return to live in college for some in higher years. All undergraduate livers-in will be based in 

fully-catered accommodation within the Castle walls, or in our Moatside, Owengate, and 

Bailey Court blocks, all of which are within a two minute walk of the Castle gates. College 

accommodation for undergraduates includes catering during term-time (3 meals 

a day, 7 days a week). We cater for a wide range of dietary requirements. Due to our 

central location near on a world heritage site, we don’t have as much space as some other 

colleges and so some students could share a room with another student of the same 

gender. We send an accommodation preference form to all our students before 

they arrive, to ask your preferences on how willing you are to share a room, about your 

lifestyle etc so we can match you with the most appropriate accommodation (and 

roommate!). Most of our students who share a room really enjoy the companionship that 

this offers. If sharing isn’t for you, please let us know before the deadline and we will do our 

best to allocate you accommodation which matches your needs. Please also let us know if 

you have any medical, religious or cultural needs for accommodation. 
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We have a wide range of facilities to support your academic and wider university life at 

Castle: college facilities include an excellent library within the Castle walls, a gym, 

boat house, two chapels, music room, common rooms, laundry facilities, bar 

and café.  

 

 

Our alumni, graduates of the 

College, love to stay in touch with 

us and with each other via our 

association network called the 

Castle Society. Our graduates 

are also very generous and give 

back to the College, either in 

their time, to support and 

encourage students with career plans, or in financial terms to fund the Castle Trust. 

Students can apply to College for support with aspirational student development. If there’s 

something you want to do or achieve then we want to help you accomplish your goals. 

 

That’s everything from us – if you have any further questions please do get in touch via 

univcoll.admissions@durham.ac.uk   

We are a Castle without borders – we can’t wait for you to join us! 

 

Dr Ellen Crabtree, Vice-Principal 

Dr David Lowther, Assistant Principal 

May 2020 
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