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Dear Castle Freshers of 2020/21, 
 

We are so excited to welcome you to your college! 
 
Before we get stuck into what life is like at Castle, we would like to say that the Covid-19 pandemic will 
inevitably alter how we would normally operate in Castle.  
 
Information in this handbook refers to a normal year for us. We have included all of this detail so that 
you know what it is like to be part of our community - and so that you will know what things will settle 
back to.  
 
While things will be different, we are trying to make our traditions safe for you to take part in and our 
college spaces safe for you to use. We are putting this consideration into the usage of our college bar, 
dining and study spaces, along with our college events and your Freshers’ Week. 
 
In order to keep us all safe, we would like to encourage you to continue following Covid-19 precautions, 
i.e. taking care to often wash your hands thoroughly and to social distance and wear a mask when seeing 
people outside of your household. Our college motto is: Non Nobis Solum, which translates to ‘not for 
ourselves alone’. It is crucial, especially during this pandemic, that we keep this in mind when protecting 
each other, the rest of the Castle community and the wider university and Durham city populations. 
Please stay updated on the government (https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus) and university guidelines 
(https://www.dur.ac.uk/coronavirus/). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Covid-19 Notice 

* The images used throughout this handbook were taken prior to UK government Covid-19 restrictions. 
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Welcome from our Principal 

 
 

Greetings Castle Freshers! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
to get involved – try new things, meet new people, and ask lots of questions.   
 
Uni is a time to explore who you are, what you believe, and where you are going in a supportive and 
encouraging environment. It is also a time, perhaps the single most intense time for learning about 
human difference. Your peers hail from around the word, practice a wide array of faith traditions or 
none at all, and embrace gender and/or sexual orientation identities you may be less familiar with.  
Castle students engage a wide array of physical and intellectual abilities, hold varying political and social 
values, and embody racial or ethnic identities different from your own. These and so many other ways 
our students differ from one another is part of the beauty you’ll experience at Durham University.  Of 
course, living in community isn’t always easy and sometimes involves difficult conversations in which 
we feel a bit vulnerable; however, with civility, respect and appreciation of difference as core values, 
we teach and learn together.   
 
As you know all too well by now, we enjoy the privilege of living and learning in a castle on a world 
heritage site. This requires tremendous regard for our physical surroundings and is a shared 
responsibility. We are each trusted as caretakers of history while we prepare for and advance the 
future.  Our current reality, living amidst a global health pandemic will challenge our facilities, our 
schedules, our operations and our comforts. Yet I am confident we’ll work together with goodwill and 
patience as we create norms and routines that allow our community to thrive despite social distancing 
limitations.  
 
In closing, please keep in mind these keys to your success as a new student in University College – those 
who open their hearts and minds to others, those who practice civility and respect, those who ask for 
assistance, and those who show up and get involved – these are the students most likely to flourish in 
this renowned learning community.  On behalf of the entire Castle staff, we are delighted you’ve joined 
us! This community is better because you are here. Let us know if you have questions or need any 
support. 
Floreat Castellum! 
Long live Castle 
 
Wendy  
wendy.powers@durham.ac.uk 
 
Castle Student Support Office 
univcoll.studentsupport@durham.ac.uk   
 

Professor Wendy Powers 
Principal of University College 

She/ Her 

I’m thrilled to welcome you to this remarkable living learning community 
and hope you’ll quickly feel a sense of belonging in your new home.  Like 
you, I am new to University College and will spend the next several weeks 
getting familiar with the spaces, people and happenings that make this 
such a unique community. I encourage you to acknowledge any nerves 
you might be feeling, but also to quiet them. Use this as an opportunity 
toto 
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Hello Freshers of 2020/21!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One aspect of the role as Senior Student is to represent the Junior Common Room (‘JCR’ - the body of 
undergraduate students at Castle) on both a college and wider university level. My team of student 
executive officers, who hold roles such as the Ball Chair and Treasurer (this is by no means exhaustive) 
will also take responsibility to enhance and each student’s experience during their time at Durham. We 
want to make sure that everyone can make the most of their time at Castle.  
 
Durham, and the collegiate system, is unique to a small handful of universities in the UK. We pride 
ourselves in our tremendous ‘College Spirit’ and our motto, Non nobis solum, translating to ‘not for 
ourselves alone’. Both, as you will come to realize, are omni present. As you will experience, being a 
part of a college will place you in a community rather than just another imposing hall of residence. You 
will have the opportunity to get involved in countless activities, ranging from co-organizing our 
legendary summer ball, weekly sport, music and drama societies all the way to picking up a paid job in 
either our own College Bar within the Castle or our Café. The fact that all these different opportunities 
and societies are run by students allows for an experience which you can help shape.  
 
Outside of the walls of Castle, the wider student community of Durham has lots to offer also. There is a 
great area of things you can get involved in. From joining ‘Team Durham’ for a sport (if you fancy taking 
your sport to the next level) to joining the ‘Durham Union’ which hosts debates and different speakers 
throughout the year. Of course, there are many more opportunities and always keep in mind, if you 
don’t want to join a society, you can always found your own! 
 
I hope this has given you a little insight of what Castle and the wider University of Durham has to offer 
you and very much look forwards to welcoming you in September.  
If you have any questions before arriving, please send me an e-mail 
(castle.seniorstudent@durham.ac.uk). 
 
Best wishes,  
Ferdinand  
 
Senior Student, Room N17 

Senior Student’s Welcome 

He/ Him 

My name is Ferdinand, I study Politics and Philosophy in my third year, and I 
am this year’s Senior Student (aka. President of the JCR). First, I hope that 
you and your family are safe and healthy during the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. I can ensure you that we are working rigorously to provide the 
best and safest first year experience possible. Secondly, I would like to 
congratulate you on your offer to study at Durham University and attending 
Castle. You now have the most incredible opportunity to join the rest of the 
Castle community which will welcome you, and hopefully quickly turn into a 
second home.  
 
One aspect of the role as Senior Student is to represent the Junior Common 
Room 
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The JCR Executive Committee 

 
 
 

Course: Engineering   
 
 
 
 
 
standing orders (essentially our constitution: https://castlejcr.com/the-standing-orders/) and write a 
weekly newsletter to keep you updated with everything going on around college. We really want to 
emphasise engagement and make sure you’re as involved as you can be, while also listening to your voices. 
You can use the anonymous link in the newsletter to post feedback and suggest improvements in the JCR! 
 
Interests: Outside of my exec role, I play Castle lacrosse and football, and also do Durham triathlon, so feel 
free to ask me about any sports. I’ve also been involved a lot in Castle Community Action which I thoroughly 
recommend as a great way to give back to Castle and the local community. You’ll probably find me just 
about anywhere in college trying to dodge the engineering department and filling my time with other things, 
so if you have any questions about time management and work-life balance then please ask! Likewise ask 
me about anything college related like elections and the standing orders.  
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Castle Lacrosse York Varsity. There’s nothing better than trekking down to York 
on a sunny day and cracking open a few cans by the side of the pitch with your best mates, before smashing 
the other team 17-0 away from home. A pub lunch, a very merry coach ride home and an evening well spent 
in Spags topped off the day beautifully (for those that made it). 
 
Contact me: castle.vicesenior@durham.ac.uk 

Conor McIvor 
Vice Senior Student 

 

He/ Him 

The Executive Committee (the ‘Exec’) is a team of undergraduates who, alongside the Senior Student, 
hold various positions to support the JCR and the running of college. In Epiphany (2nd) Term, they are 
voted into these positions so that they can best represent and help you guys.   

My Exec Role: My job is to make sure every member of the JCR is aware of the 
opportunities they have to get involved in life at Castle and make the most of their 
time here. I’ll help Ferdi with running the exec and liaising with College Office and 
will also organise the JCR elections and voting. More specifically, I manage the 
standing orders (essentially our 
 

 
 
 

Course: Natural Sciences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interests: I enjoy hillwalking, cycling and spending time in nature. 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Working with the bar and security team at June Ball 2019! 
 
Contact me: castle.treasurer@durham.ac.uk (for Lowe Library and Vice Bar Chair related enquiries, feel free 
to email me personally at zachary.j.barnett@durham.ac.uk). 
 
 
 

Zachary Barnett 
Treasurer 

 
My Exec Role: As treasurer, I’ll be managing the finances of the JCR and all of its 
activities. I will have responsibility over all payments, the writing of invoices and the 
collection of any and all payments, such as formal bills. I will also be in charge of 
preparing the JCR budget for the academic year, including the allocation of funds to 
all clubs and societies. In addition to my Exec role, I am the Junior Librarian and the 
outgoing Vice Bar Chair, so feel free to ask me about either of those!  
 

He/ Him 
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The JCR Executive Committee 
 
 
 
Course: Geography (Bsc) 
 
 
 
 
 
castle tours, sports and societies photos and Floreat (Castle’s student publication). 
 
Interests: I love everything castle - from lacrosse and stash, to the Porters and the Undie (our college 
bar). I also love watching films and sports, food and laughing with pals.  
 
Favourite Castle Memory: My favourite Castle memories mainly come from our college events, e.g. 
Castle Day, June Ball and Hounds (Castle-only discos in the Undie). However, nothing beats the Castle 
Sports Day we had when I was a fresher. The weather was amazing, and all years turned up for a day 
filled with friendly games and excessive laughing. It was awesome! 
 
Contact me: castle.developmentofficer@durham.ac.uk 
  

Izzie Pearce 
Development Officer 

 

She/ Her 

My Exec Role: My role as Development Officer sees people into and out of 
Castle. I organise the college’s Open Days and Freshers’ Week as well as 
managing alumni relations and arranging career events. In addition, I am 
responsible for running Castle’s Careers and Sponsorship Committee and for 
overseeing castle tours tours 
 

 
 
 
Course: Chemistry 
 
 
 
 
 
worn, grace is said and beautiful food and wine is served. I am responsible for ensuring the student side 
of things goes smoothly and people pay the bills for the formals they attend. Aside from this, the 
Services Manager also oversees, along with college operations staff, the laundry service, the college 
gym, the JCR (Junior Common Room) website (castlejcr.com) and also maintaining the JCR lounge to 
make sure it’s clean and tidy and games are in a good condition(we have a pool table, table football, 
table tennis, a wii, a tv and a vending machine).  
 
Interests: I have been part of Castle Big Band since my first year and was president last year. I sing in 
the band and I love to sing at events with the band in college and outside college too. As well as this, I 
really enjoy working with kids and so have been involved in lots of volunteering around the university. 
I Irish dance (so fun!) and love just spending time with friends and my family. I also have two cats at 
home who I love to snuggle with! 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Oh wow where to start! I think one of the best memories I have was of June 
Ball in my first year. The ball goes on from 7pm to 7am and seeing the sun rise that morning to a 
beautiful day was just incredible. 
 
Contact me: castle.servicesmanager@durham.ac.uk 
  

Lauren Shields 
Services Manager 

 

She/ Her 

My Exec Role: The JCR Services Manager represent students to support catering in 
Castle. This involves working closely with the catering staff to ensure everyone is 
happy with the food being served each day. As part of this, I will also be co-
organising the college’s ‘formals’ – formal dinners held once a week in the Great 
Hall, where gowns are organising the tickets for these, making  making sure it goes 
smoothly and ensuring people pay the bills for 
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The JCR Executive Committee 

 
 
 
Course: Biomedical Science with Industrial Experience  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Interests: I play college football and cricket and I’m also happy to chat to you guys about 
placements. 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Playing for University College Football Club in the Floodlit Cup. In this 
tournament you get to play all college football teams and these games typically encourage large 
supporting crowds that help cheer us on with college chants. 
 
Contact me: castle.uso@durham.ac.uk  

James Wilson 
Unions and Societies Officer (USO) 

He/ Him 

My Exec Role: I was elected to represent 1,000 students as a member of 
the JCR Executive committee, to work with students and college office to 
improve the student experience. I represent the views of University College 
and communicate these with the Durham Students Union. My role ensures 
that Sports and Societies for undergraduates in our college runs smoothly. 
 
  

 
 
Course: Sociology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interests: I have been involved in various aspects of college and Durham life e.g. June Ball 
Committee, Rounders, Netball, Welfare, Fem Soc (Castle’s Feminist Society) – so feel free to ask me 
about anything! I also love dogs, socials & pubs. 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Christmas formal, everyone singing (shouting) christmassy songs and 
having a giggle! 
 
Contact me: castle.outreach@durham.ac.uk    

Emma Simpson 
Outreach Officer 

She/ Her 

My Exec Role: The Outreach Officer is responsible for managing the 
Outreach Committee, which is comprised of three strands: Castle 
Community Action, Environment Committee and Charities Officer. Castle 
Outreach is one of the fastest growing areas in the Castle Community, with 
many exciting opportunities to get involved in. Some examples of projects 
include The Allotment Committee, Age UK Afternoon Teas and the popular 
Community Meals for the homeless. 
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The JCR Executive Committee 

 
 
Course: Classical Civilizations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interests: Lacrosse, Hockey, ancient things, dead languages, the Undie, college events. 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: All things mixed lax: socials, matches, Castle-Hatfield day, York Varsity 
and most of all - the team! 
 
Contact me: castle.socialchair@durham.ac.uk     

Anna Patchett 
Social Chair 

She/ Her 

My Exec Role: Organising various college-wide events throughout the 
year with the help a small Committee. These events include Freshers’ 
Week evenings, Bierfest, Castle Day (where we celebrate our college), 
open-mic evenings, and many more events in The Undercroft (our college 
bar). Luckily, I am incredibly keen (see picture on the right of me on my 
first day!) so I will be bringing you guys some great events this year! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Course: Biological Sciences 

 

 
 

 
 
Interests: Balls (but most of all June Ball), tennis, Welfare, travelling, languages and surfing.  

 
Favourite Castle Memory: All the different socials from different clubs and societies. They’re always 
a good opportunity to meet new people and have a good time! 

 
Contact me: castle.ballchair@durham.ac.uk 
 
 

Ania Forget 
Ball Chair 

She/ Her 

My Exec Role: I'm responsible for running Castle’s three balls - 
Ladies’ Night, Halfway Hall, and June Ball (JB) - and act as President 
of the Ents and JB committees. Along with college staff, we organise 
and execute everything from admin, publicity, and sponsorship to 
food and drink to entertainment, graphics, and aesthetics. If you're 
interested in joining, drop me an email or come say hi!  
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Course: Chemistry 

 

 

organise the welfare campaigns in college, working in close conjunction with the Durham Student Union 
(DSU) and university services to provide informative campaigns that seek to increase awareness and 
decrease stigma around a range of issues. Our campaigns are 100% student-led and are centred around 
issues most pertinent to Durham students. However, this coming year we hope to focus on unlearning 
inherent biases and open a broader discussion on privilege. 

Interests: Politics, art and mullets.  
 
Favourite Castle Memory: My favourite moment is probably when I got college married to my beautiful wife 
all dressed up in a tux and we both realised we would be stuck annoying each other for somewhere between 
3 years and a lifetime. 
 
Contact me: castle.campaignsofficer@durham.ac.uk 

 
 
 
Course: Geography (Bsc)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
possible! The support we provide is in essence a listening and signposting service run by students for 
students, but we also work closely with College Office who directly run student support. Welfare also 
provides free sexual and reproductive health supplies, which means you can usually find me in college 
near my room which is the one with the suspiciously large box of condoms just outside!   
 
Interests: Travelling, dogspotting, volcanoes, Toastie Bar, Game of Thrones, instant noodles and 
colouring. 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Anytime everyone in college sings Angels, which is the Castle anthem. It’s the 
end of a night in Freshers’ Week- you’re exhausted, the Freps are exhausted, we’re all covered in spilt 
Undie lager and glitter just belting out Robbie Williams in the courtyard of a Norman Castle. 
 
Contact me: castle.welfareofficer@durham.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 

The JCR Executive Committee 

Lucy Cardy 
Welfare Officer 

Aidan Turnock 
Campaigns Officer 

She/ Her 

My Exec Role: The Welfare Officer co-heads the brilliant student-run 
welfare team alongside the Welfare (Head of Campaigns) Officer. We aim 
to create the most accessible and inclusive environment for all of our 
students, so Welfare is very much at the core of our College. We coordinate 
daily teatime drop-ins in the accommodation blocks, one-to-ones and a 
whole host of extremely fun and exciting activities throughout the year to 
raise awareness of different welfare causes and get as many people as 
possible 

He/ Him/ 
They/ Them  

My Exec Role: As Campaigns officer, I co-head the student welfare team 
alongside the welfare officer, coordinating the various services offered by 
college welfare. Despite the name of the role I too am fully trained in student 
welfare and am available for 1 on 1s just like Lucy. In addition to this, I 
organise the welfare campaigns in college, working in close conjunction with 
the DSU and university services to provide informative campaigns that seek 
to increase awareness and decrease stigma around a range of issues. Our 
campaigns are 100% student-led and are centred around issues most 
pertinent to Durham students. However, this coming year we hope to focus 
on unlearning inherent biases and open a broader discussion on privilege. 

Interests: Politics, art and mullets.  
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Course: Theology 
 
 
 
 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: June Ball. 

Interests: Hockey, watching 
Arsenal lose and re-watching 
Hamilton Favourite. 

Non-Executive JCR Officers 

Sam Kwiatkowski 
Vice JCR Chair 

Elise O’Connor 
Vice JCR Chair 

She/ Her 

Course: Maths 
 
 
 
 

club), getting rejected from college jobs, volunteering, 
social committee, ball committee, fun runs, 
megalodons and hammerheads (marine enthusiast). 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: cliché, but frepping, can't 
recommend it enough!  

Interests: Animal Crossing New 
Horizons (hmu if you have high turnip 
prices), Jimmy Allen’s (Durham’s no.1  

He/ Him 

 
 
Course: Geography (BA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In short, the JCR is run by students, for students. It provides a unique, welcoming community that gives 
Castle so much of its famous college spirit.  
More information on our JCR can be found at: https://castlejcr.com/the-jcr/. 
 
Role: Along with two Vice Chairs, it’s my job to ensure that the JCR runs in a fair, accountable and 
transparent way. I work closely with the exec, whilst maintaining an independent position to provide 
scrutiny to their work and check that it confirms to the Standing Orders (essentially our constitution and 
rulebook). You’ll see me helping to run JCR meetings, making sure that everyone gets the chance to voice 
opinions gets, ask the exec questions, see what’s going on in our community and vote on important 
issues. If you apply for one of the many roles that first years can take on within the college, the Vice Chairs 
or I will be sitting in on your interview to make sure the process is fair. I’m also an impartial contact if you 
are unable to approach any of the other JCR officers. I hope to use this role to widen participation and 
make the college a more inclusive community. Feel free to get in touch with me at any time.  
 
Interests: I got involved with the College Mixed Lacrosse Club in first year, having never seen a Lacrosse 
stick before, and have been playing ever since. It’s a really fun and welcoming group of people and I would 
really recommend giving it a go. Other than that, I’m the conductor for Castle Big Band and a keen cyclist.  
 
Contact me: richard.h.waters@durham.ac.uk 

Richard Waters 
JCR Chair 

He/ Him 

An Introduction to the JCR: The JCR or Junior Common Room is the 
name for the community of undergraduates in Castle. It’s completely 
self-governing, headed up by an elected “exec” – short for executive 
committee. Encompassing a diverse range of clubs, societies, events 
and welfare support, the JCR is a big part of what will make your time 
at Castle so special. We meet formally once a term at a JCR meeting, 
but there are things to get involved with almost every day. 
sldnldnlnsdljfns 
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JCR Levy 

To run the student experience delivered during your time studying here, all colleges will charge a JCR levy for 
membership. For University College (Castle), this is £60 per year of study, it is paid at the start of your time at 
Castle and covers your entire degree. Therefore if you are on a 3 year course you will pay £180 at the start of 
your degree, if you are on a 4 year course, you will pay £240 at the start of your degree).  

For this fee, the JCR provides a huge amount for you to take advantage of. The levy enables us to run and 
manage the JCR financially. Without the levy carefully set at its current cost, it would not be possible to run 
the vast range of societies, activities and services that we provide.  

We appreciate that £180, on top of all other necessary expenditures, at the start of your university experience 
may be a hefty financial burden. We are keen to ensure that financial pressures do not prevent incoming 
undergraduates from enjoying all of the wonderful services on offer in the JCR. As such, should you anticipate 
that you will be unable to pay the full levy amount upon your arrival to Durham, we encourage you to contact 
elaine.bedford@durham.ac.uk to discuss instalment schemes.  

The Benefits of Opting-In: 
Paying the JCR levy allows you to be a part of our vibrant community, which will enrich you every day. It allows 
you to… 

• Sign up to Castle formal dinners and receive subsidised ticket fees.  
• Attend JCR meetings and vote in JCR elections. 
• Do paid work on the Undercroft, Toastie Bar or Tech Committee.  
• Use welfare supplies and resources.  
• Attend any college events and balls, e.g. June Ball, Castle Day, Arts Week, Hounds. This includes other 

Castle-only events in the Undercroft Bar.  
• Use the JCR lounge and Moatside gym and erg room. 
• Join any Castle club or society, including all sports, drama and musical groups.  
• Volunteer with CCA (Castle Community Action) or any other Castle outreach division. 
• Join any college committee, such as Ents, June Ball and Environment. 
• Run for positions within the JCR, e.g. Freshers’ Rep (‘Frep’), Executive Committee, Welfare Officer.  
• Be a member of the Castle Facebook page and receive weekly JCR emails. 
• Purchase college clothing. 
• Be part of JCR Welfare College Families. 
• Attend JCR careers or alumni events. 

The collegiate system is the heart and soul of Durham - and without JCR membership your time here will be 
severely limited. Becoming a member of the JCR is not like buying a service: we are a community that you can 
become an active part of, where you can express your views and realise your potential both within college 
and throughout the wider university.  

We do accept that £60 per year is a significant amount of money. It is however necessary to run the JCR’s 
activities - in fact, it would be insufficient if we did not get additional financial support from the university. If 
you require financial assistance, please contact us. 

We hope that you will opt into JCR membership. We again stress that the entirety of college life revolves 
around the JCR - the university’s most vibrant community. If you have any questions or issues you would like 
to raise, feel free to contact us - castle.seniorstudent@durham.ac.uk. 
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JCR Meetings 
There are 4 JCR meetings across the year, and they are an essential part of college life. They give you an 
opportunity to tell the JCR Exec Team how you think they should support the running of college. You get the 
chance to vote in elections and it is at these meetings that you will be updated on the most important 
university issues, so attendance is strongly encouraged.  

We try to make these meetings fun and there are often free soft drinks and pizza! 

Throughout the year, you can also run for JCR positions. These are integral roles that give Castle its character 
and maintain our college spirit: Non Nobis Solum (not for ourselves alone).  
These positions are open to anyone (including all freshers) and running for them is a great way to get 
involved and is always an entertaining process. So don’t be embarrassed to go for them; it’s a fun 
experience! 

U.C.S.S.F.C (University College Sports & Societies Funding Committee) and Standing Orders Committee Reps 
are 2 really important positions that have a massive influence on College life. Other positions elected in 
these meetings are: Panto Director; Arts Week Director; JCR Chair and Vice Chair. 

  

These are some examples of our college’s more informal roles, which are a really fun experience to both run 
for and receive! Here’s some insight into what they involve and the history behind them… 

College Elves - in charge of spreading holiday cheer in college during the month of December. 
Responsibilities can include but are not limited to: overseeing Christmas decorations; organising carol 
singing; organising Secret Santas; organising holiday craft sessions; attending a Christmas formal. 

College Condoms: in charge of the distribution of sexual health supplies to any JCR members under the 
supervision of the Welfare Officer. 

Purchases Manager (‘Stash Captain’) - responsible for organising college merchandise, known as ‘stash’. 

College Tandem: these are two members of the JCR who appear to be so closely attached to each other as 
to require such intimate modes of transport as the aforementioned tandem bicycle.  

College Scaffold: the member of the JCR who contribute most to the profits of the Undercroft and is a 
constant presence there, such that they can be described as being the framework propping up the bar.  

College Peter Pan: a person who has been a member of college for such a lengthy period of time that they 
clearly struggle to move on and grow into the real world.  

Preventions Officer: traditionally, they were responsible for restricting how much Castle members (having 
started as an all-male college) conversed with women students on Palace Green. There were very strict 
hours for these interactions, however, these were relaxed for Castle day. In its current form, the Preventions 
Officer’s role is to prevent people romantically exhibiting intimate contact in the JCR or Undercroft bar. 

College Hero: The JCR may at its discretion make this honorary award to a member in recognition of 
achievements exhibiting an extraordinary courage in the service of the JCR. The first College Hero elected 
unanimously was David Higgon (1986-1989) who entered Hatfield’s Senior Student’s room during broad 
daylight and regained possession of the College Flag - all in his first week in Durham. Nowadays, college 
rivalry is more light-hearted and is concentrated on the sports field. 

More College Roles: 
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Our College 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You can also collect your packages sent to the college and gain access to any of the facilities 
(Moatside Gym, Music Rooms, Letter Boxes) by taking out keys. 
 
Any emergency you may have, e.g. losing your keys, the Porters’ Lodge is the place to go. 
Contact number: 0191 334 3800 (available for calls and in person 24/7) 

The Porters’ Lodge 

 
Equally important in their role of 
supporting students, is College 
Office. To find them, just follow 
the passage past the Porters’ 
Lodge and go down the stairs.  
See pages 57-59 to meet the team! 

College Office  
 
 
 
 
 

 
you wish to speak to them or raise issues. 

Norman Gallery 

 
 

Castle has 2 chapels, Norman Chapel (on the right) and 
Tunstall Chapel (on the left) – both are used regularly for 
services, including weekly evensong before formal on 
Thursday, and they are also used for special services 
such as the carol service and Remembrance Sunday 
service. The chapels are also used in secular ways – their 
serenity makes them appealing to students looking for 
somewhere peaceful to think or take a break from the 
intensity of university life, and they have also been the 
stage to several successful theatre productions.  

*Castle’s Chapels 

The Porters’ Lodge is through the door on the left side of the 
Gatehouse (the archway as you enter Castle). The Porters are 
fantastic and knowledgeable both about Castle and what the 
students can get up to here! This is the place to go for general 
enquiries about what is going on in college, where rooms are and 
where people can be found.  

 

*Minstrels’ Gallery 

 
Head up the stairs to the right 
of the Norman Chapel and 
follow them up to the very top. 
The gallery is on your left. This 
is where the majority of the JCR 
Exec team have their rooms if 
YOU 

This area is located above the Great 
Hall and is used by students as a 
relaxed study space. It is next to 
Castle’s library and very close to the 
computer room and a kitchen area. 
During college balls, this area is used to 
host the Great Hall’s lights and music! 

 
 

It’s amazing that Castle students get 
to eat so many meals in this 
beautiful space. This area is used for 
all livers-in meals, formals, and 
castle events and balls - from live 
music and silent discos to Castle’s 
Panto or dining for our balls! 
During the daytime and out of   
dining           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Great Hall 

dining times, 
this area also 
gets used by 
students as a 
relaxed study 
space. 

    



 15 

  

  

Our College 

 

We have 3 practice rooms located on the ground floor 
of Block D in Bailey Court, which are available for all 
Castle students. All contain a keyboard, chairs, and 
music stands. The capacity of each room will be subject 
to social distancing regulations, but the maximum 
capacities are as follows: Room 1 - a large group of 15-
20 people, Room 2 - an individual, Room 3 - a small 
ensemble or quartet. Room 2 can also be booked out 
with Room 1 to function as a recording studio.  

We are currently in the process of setting up an online 
booking system for the practice rooms, but you can also 
book them through the Porters’ Lodge. Access to some 
of these rooms may be restricted due to Covid-19. 
Contact Charlotte Brown, our student Music Rep, if you 
have any questions or queries.  

 

 
The college gym is on the ground floor of Moatside S Block to the right as you enter the complex. 
It is a small fitness suite where basic fitness facilities including running machines, fitness bikes, 
weights, cross steppers and yoga mats are freely available for the use of the JCR. You’ll need to 
collect the key from the Porters by temporarily handing in your campus card. We also have an 
erg room. 

If you would like to use the gym you must be inducted by the JCR Services Manager at the start 
of the year. For safety reasons, it is required that you go in pairs. 

If you are interested in becoming a Castle Gym Rep, would like to report any damages, or would 
simply like to ask any gym-related questions or suggestions, please contact Lauren, the JCR 
Services Manager.  
Please report urgent issues straight to the Porters’ Lodge. 

Durham University Sport Facilities:  
The University playing fields are located at Maiden Castle and the Racecourse on the eastern 
side of the City, around a 15-20 minute walk away. Membership for Maiden Castle Gym is also 
available. 

 
 

*Music Rooms The Laundry Room 

*The Gym 

 
The Laundry Room is located between 
Bailey Court B and C blocks. 
 
Laundry is paid for using cards that are 
topped up online using a machine in the 
Hatfield reception; it costs £3.50 for a 
wash and drying is free.  
 
Any queries or issues with facilities 
should be addressed to Lauren, the JCR 
Services Manager  
(castle.servicesmanager@durham.ac.uk) 
 

You can find out more about Maiden Castle membership options 
at:  https://www.teamdurham.com/facilities/durham/fitnesssuite/. 
 

*The Junior Common Room  
Accessible through the West Courtyard, 
the	
	

	

	
  

the Junior Common Room Lounge (known as the ‘JCR’) is a fantastic 
multi-purpose space. You can sit back and relax in front of the TV; 
challenge a peer to table football; hold casual group study sessions – 
the room is available to all undergraduates for a range of activities! It 
also has a vending machine, pool table, table tennis table and a wii. 
Please contact Lauren, the JCR Services Manager, if you have any 
issues or questions regarding this space!	
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It is fondly used as a main social space in college, acting as a main social space in college, acting 
as a focal point where Castle students meet, chat, dance or relax (and even revise during the day in 
exam period).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our College 

 
 
 

 

 
extra sauces you choose. College toasties are a tasty, convenient and cheap evening snack if you’re 
up studying in the college library or are spending the evening socialising in the Undie. They also serve 
other cold refreshments, e.g. crisps, popcorn and drinks, with different seasonal specials. 

The Cafe itself is headed by 2 student managers (Lucy and Lulu) organising a team of 30 current 
students, which along with socials, forms an integral and exciting part of the college community. This 
enables students to apply for a job to earn some money throughout terms, while also providing great 
opportunities to regularly meet a range of new people across the academic years. 

If you have any more questions regarding working at the West Courtyard Cafe or what’s available, 
please feel free to contact us! 

Lucy Cardy (Manager): lucy.s.cardy@durham.ac.uk 
Lulu Welford-Carroll (Assistant Manager): lucinda.welford-carroll@durham.ac.uk 
 
 

*The West Courtyard Café (Toastie Bar) 

*The Undercroft Bar The Usual Undie Opening Times: 
Sun-Thurs: 20:30 - 23:00 
Fri-Sat: 21:00 - 24:00 
 
 

The Toastie Bar is a relaxed evening social space, and quiet 
daytime study area located between the Undercroft Bar and 
JCR lounge in college.  

It is usually staffed by 2 students at a time every evening, 
serving a variety of custom made savoury and sweet toasties 
priced between £1-£2 depending on the number of fillings and 
extra sauces you choose. College toasties 

 

 

The ‘Undie’ is undoubtably the greatest college bar in Durham. 
It is fondly used as a main social space in college, acting as a 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, it is essential that we continue 
to show our love and support for our college bar. It will be 
operating similarly to a local pub, meaning that you will need to 
book ahead for tables with members of your household or 
wider segment only. At least for the first term, the typical Undie 
events, like Mundie in the Undie and Hounds, will not be going 
ahead, but we hope to bring these back when it is safe to do so!	

 
 

 

 

 

 

During term-time, members of the JCR run much of this college bar as part 
of the Undercroft Committee. The committee members are paid to work 
on bar and security each evening and are an incredibly social team. 
Previous experience of working on a bar is not essential, and it’s a great 
way of integrating with other academic years - not just through working 
with them but also through serving them! 

 

It is a really special place and has been transformed in the past for our Balls, Hounds and Freshers’ 
Weeks as a ‘private club’. The Undie also hosts several events, e.g. live music (‘Mundie in the Undie’ 
- where students can perform), pub quizzes and major sport events on projection screens. 
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The college library is a great place to get some work done. It’s open 24/7 and is taken care of 
largely by Castle students. Here’s a handy guide on how it all works! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How to Check Out a Book  
1) Simply take the book(s) you want to check out over to the Check-Out Computer by the 

main entrance to the library, next to the spiral staircase coming down from the mezzanine 
(on the right of the Search Computer).  

2) Use the scanner to scan the barcode on your Campus Card to log in (it works best about 
10cm away).  

3) Scan the barcode(s) on your book(s) – somewhere on/near the front – the title will pop up 
in the list on-screen to show you’re checking them out.  

4) Press the button to end the session and log out, and you’re done! You can renew your 
books in the usual way – just head to https://www.dur.ac.uk/library/. 

 
How to Return a Book  
When you’re finished with your book, simply post it into the grey metal Book Return Box on 
the left of the door outside the library, and we’ll sort out the rest!  
And one last thing– we’re here to keep the library running smoothly, but please work with us 
to keep it tidy! Putting books back on the right shelves once you’ve finished using them and 
returning your cups and plates to the Servery when you leave is a massive help and will be 
hugely appreciated – thank you! 
 
The Computer Room 
Continue up the stairs from Minstrels’ Gallery and the door to the Computer Room is through 
the second one on that hallway. In here, you have 24/7 access to 6 university computers and a 
college printer. 
 
 

*The Lowe Library (and Computer Room) 

Our College 

How to Find a Book  
• We have the ‘Search Computer’ by the main entrance so that 

you can check to see if we have the book you’re looking for, 
or if you can find it elsewhere.  

• Head to library.dur.ac.uk, where you can search for your 
book/keywords in the Lowe and Bill Bryson via ‘University 
College + University Library’, or select ‘University College’ to 
just search the Lowe.  

• The Lowe uses the Dewey Decimal System for shelving books.  
• Each book is listed with a shelfmark – this tells you where in 

the library you will find it. You can also find books on your 
subject based on its classification number – follow the posters 
to find out what’s where!  

• If we don’t have the book you need, we may be able to order 
it in for you, just fill out this form www.tinyurl.com/LoweBook. 

 
 
 

*Please note that all our college’s study and social spaces, may be operating differently due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic and so may not be exactly like they are mentioned above. 
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College Accommodation 

About 100 students live within the castle walls 
(roughly 50 freshers and 50 returners). The 
majority of these rooms available for freshers are 
shared, but many are en-suite and have some of 
the best views in the university - including of the 
cathedral, town centre or the countryside beyond! 
 
The accommodation is split into several areas, each 
with a mix of freshers and returners, and as such, 
the rooms are very varied. 
 
Castle’s bar, library, JCR lounge and Great Hall (the 
dining area) are most accessible from these rooms 
as they are at the heart of the college. 
 
If you have any questions about your 
accommodation, please refer them to these Freps 
(see pages 43-51):  

• Billy Allday (shared room) 
• Umang Asif 
• Charlie McKeever 

 
 
 

 

All of Castle’s undergraduate accommodation is catered and have common rooms and/or 
kitchenettes, which are great places for spending time with friends. These areas all have a 
microwave, sink, fridge and toaster and these are typically shared with your floor (which 
tends to be a maximum of ~15 people). 
 
All rooms have the necessary furniture, including a bed, wardrobe, chest of drawers, 
bedside table, desk, chair, sink and mirror. All single rooms have shared bathroom 
facilities, while the majority of shared rooms are en-suite. 
 
All students also have access to ironing facilities in accommodation block kitchens and to 
laundry facilities in Bailey Court. Any queries or issues with facilities should be addressed 
to Lauren, our JCR Services Manager (castle.servicesmanager@durham.ac.uk). 
 
Accommodation prices are the same across all colleges and you can access this 
information at:  https://www.dur.ac.uk/experience/colleges/costs/. 
 
Please check your licence agreement to find out if you get your room for vacations or if 
you have to temporarily move out at the end of each term. 
 

The Castle 
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Bailey Court is composed of 3 accommodation blocks 
located just off Palace Green. 
These single rooms are occupied by freshers only and are 
medium-sized and have large windows. 
 
Of all of Castle’s accommodation, these rooms are located 
closest to the laundry, erg and welfare rooms and the 
Science Site and Bill Bryson Library. 
 
If you have any questions about your accommodation,  
please refer them to these Freps (see pages 43-51): 

• Margot Calame 
• Rachel Burgin 
• Sophie Watts 

 

 

College Accommodation 

Owengate 

Moatside 

Bailey Court 

• Chiara Broglia 
• Anj Pillai 
• Charlie McKeever 

If you have any questions about your accommodation,  
please refer them to these Freps (see pages 43-51): 

• Josh Southworth 
• Morgan Jack 

• Samuel Rackind 
• Cerys Edwards (shared room) 

 

Moatside Court is the main location for first year 
accommodation, housing about 115 freshers. While 
they are smaller in size than rooms elsewhere in 
college 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Tom Johnson 
• Finn Gagliano 

• Henry Miller 
• Kiran Doshi 

• Ellie Seymour 
• Grace Calder 

college, every floor has a sizeable kitchen and the bedrooms 
have ample storage and study space.  
 
If you have any questions about your accommodation, please 
refer them to these Freps (see pages 43-51): 
 
 

Owengate rooms are located in a collection of townhouses on a 
cobbled street (Owengate) leading down from Palace Green. A 
mixture of freshers and returners live here and roughly a third 
of first years are in shared rooms. 
 

These spacious rooms were extensively renovated in 2014/15, 
so are now some of the best in college. One of the best features 
of Owengate 200022 
so are now some of the best in college. One of the best features 
of Owengate is the massive common room and kitchen on the 
ground floor, which is the envy of the rest of Castle! 
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What to Bring 

 

• Mattress protector 
• Duvet, pillow(s), sheets & blankets 
• Laundry bin 
 
Note: Most of our beds are standard single ones, but please check your licence agreement 
carefully so you don’t buy or bring the wrong bedding! 

 

• A form of ID - e.g. passport or driver’s licence. 
• All official university correspondence - acceptance letter, details of accommodation 

and contract etc. 
• All student loan correspondence (to keep track of when your loan is due, and so you 

can follow up if necessary) 
• Bank card, account details and recent bank correspondence. 
• National insurance card/details 
• Student discount cards (e.g. 16-25 Railcard) and loyalty cards. 
• Insurance documents (for international students, who may be required to take out 

health insurance) 
• A screenshot showing you have completed the ‘Consent Matters’ course on DUO. 

Important Documents 

Bedroom 

 

• Casual clothes - lots of warm stuff/thick clothes - it gets cold! A warm and waterproof 
coat is a must. 

• Shoes - when it rains, it pours so maybe consider some waterproof shoes/ boots (you 
may also wish to bring some inexpensive and comfortable shoes for clubbing). 

• Smart evening wear - events, formals and Matriculation will require formal wear, so 
make sure to pack a suit and tie/smart dress. See page 21 for a note on our college 
gowns. 

• Fancy dress - we love dressing up at Durham! There are lots of charity and fancy dress 
shops in Durham so it is easy to grab things like this when you’re here! 

• Dressing gown and slippers - particularly handy in the event of night fire drills! 

 

Clothing 

Here are some tips of what to bring with you to Castle….. 
It is not a complete list - so don’t forget things like underwear just because they are not 
written down! It aims to give you a hand in preparing to come here.  
 

While Durham may be small, it has some useful shops if you arrive and find you have 
forgotten something. 
Please refer to this document of what is not allowed in our accommodation when packing 
too - this can be found in our College Handbook.  
*This list has been edited for the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• Clothes hangers 
• Homely decorations 
• Ear plugs! 
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What to Bring (continued...) 

 
• Electronics - make sure to check the College Handbook to see what are allowed in 

college rooms. There is an opportunity purchase Endsleigh Insurance before you arrive. 
Check the New Students website.  

• Washing machine powder/liquid is provided in the college machines, but you can bring 
your own. 

• Doorstop - one of the most underrated things to bring to university as they make your 
rooms so social! 

• A spare mask(s) - the university will be providing you with 2 reusable masks, but it is 
best if you also bring your own! 

• Hand sanitiser  
• A mug, washing up liquid and bits of cutlery and crockery (there’ll be a kitchen near 

your room with a sink, microwave, fridge, kettle and toaster). 
• Tea, coffee and general snacks.  
• Umbrella 

Other 

 

• You will have the opportunity to buy your academic gown online before you arrive (see 
the link on the New Students website) 

• These gowns are part of the dress-code for formals in college and also for your 
Matriculation service as a fresher. 

• You have the choice of being able to order a new or second-hand gown. 
• New gowns are £53 and second-hand gowns are £30. 
• The second-hand gowns have been owned by previous students who have now left the 

college. The gowns are of a good standard to re-sell. 
• You will be able to collect the gown you have ordered when you are in Durham. We 

will give out information on the exact details of the gown collection when you arrive. 

 

A Note on Formal Gowns 

 

• 2 towels - to avoid being caught out when one is dirty. 
• Soap - for your personal sink. 
• Personal medications and prescriptions 
• Basic first aid kit 
• Details of current GP and doctor’s surgery. Please see the link on the ‘Welcome to 

New Students’ page at www.durham.ac.uk/university.college for more information. 
• Contraception 

Note: It is really important to make sure you re-registered with a local GP in 
Durham. Registering early will also save you having to wait for hours at a drop-in centre 
filling out forms when you actually become ill. 

Bathroom & Healthcare 
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College Dictionary (part 1) 
JCR - The undergraduates of Castle (that’s you!) constitute the “Junior Common Room”. 
Members of the JCR are entitled to full use of JCR facilities, including the library, 
computer room and common room. Any member may run for a position on the JCR Exec 
and vote in JCR meetings and elections to shape your student community. 
 
MCR - The “Middle Common Room” is the postgraduate community. 
 
SCR - The “Senior Common Room” is made up of staff, mentors, members of academic 
staff, alumni and other professionals. The Common Room is located off Tunstall Gallery. 
 
SRC - Mentioned in our college song, the SRC is the original version of Durham’s Student 
Union. They attempted to abolish the collegiate system at Durham. However, in a rare 
show of solidarity amongst the colleges, the SRC was rejected and the colleges returned 
to their natural state of rivalry.  
 
Floreat Castellum - Also mentioned in our college song, this translates as 'let the Castle 
flourish'. 
 
Non Nobis Solum - Our college motto, which translates as ‘not for ourselves alone’. 
 
Formals - These are a very old tradition and involve dinner in a formal environment. All 
students have the opportunity to sign up for our weekly formals. Smart dress and gowns 
must be worn on these occasions; you’ll have a nice meal and a great time! 
 
Matriculation - The ceremony held inside the Cathedral during Freshers’ Week. This is an 
important occasion as it marks your instating as an official member of Durham University 
and of Castle. In 2020, this will be an online ceremony due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Battels - Your termly college bill. You get one for your residence fees and one from the 
JCR for any events you have attended. 
 
Smenergy - Our college drink; only available in the Undie - legendary. (Vodka, Red Bull, Bottle 
Smice). 
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College Dictionary (part 2) 
Castlemen - This refers to all Castle students of every gender. It is a traditional for our 
students from pre-1987 when the college was all-male. 
 
Levy - Your JCR membership fee, which is paid at the beginning of your time at Durham 
to cover your access to all of the JCR’s facilities. 
 
Standing Orders - These are the rules by which the JCR operates. They are available to be 
viewed online and they are constantly being updated to reflect the mood of the JCR. 
 
Stash - The term coining any college or university merchandise, typically clothing 
displaying the Castle/ Durham crests. 
 
College Parents - At Castle, the meaning of ‘my grandad’s a 4th year’ and ‘I’m married to 
my cousin’ is slightly different to what you’d expect. We have college families, which 
means that you have 2nd year or finalist married ‘parents’ and usually a ‘sibling’ - this is a 
way for you to meet people from other years and one of your parents typically will do 
your subject. It’s a supportive system run by the JCR Welfare Team. 
 
Michaelmas Term - first term.  
 
Epiphany Term - second term.  
 
Easter Term - third term. 
 
Ents - These are optional entertainments which occur throughout the year with different 
themes, e.g. our renowned balls - Ladies’ Night, Halfway Hall and June Ball. 
 
Hounds - Historically, Durham students nicknamed the club night hosted by the Student 
Union (SU) as ‘hounds’. When these were no longer organised, Castle adopted the name 
for its Castle-only events held in the Undie. 

Mundie in the Undie - Castle’s semi-regular open mic night in the Undercroft bar, run on 
Monday nights. While these may not go ahead in first term, Mundie in the Undie is great 
if you have any musical interest, want to perform or just want to come and watch some 
free live music!  

Hermits - the term used for small groups of Castle-only evening socials. These are 
typically a means of getting to know people from other years as they are a more intimate 
way to start an event. They tend to occur more frequently, because of this, at the 
beginning of the year, but are a common feature of Castle’s nightlife - especially in large 
sport socials and on Palatinalps (the University Ski trip)! 
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There is a lot of interest in ‘Castle-only’ social events and traditionally these have taken the forms of 
the following… 
 
Formals: these formal dinners typically occur once a week in the Great Hall. Previously we have had: 

• Festive formals: Christmas, Chinese New Year, Diwali, Valentines, Burns Night and Halloween 
Formals. 

• Themed formals: Unique Week, Mental Health Week and SHAG Week (Sexual Health Awareness 
+ Guidance) formals. 

• Special Castle formals: College Feast (held on Castle Day to celebrate our college) and Senior 
Student/ ‘Colours’ Formal (held to recognise and award colours to those who have contributed 
a lot to the college). 

 
Hounds: traditionally, these evenings are held roughly twice a term (sometimes occurring with 
something festive, e.g. Christmas Hound) in the Undie. The Undie tends to get decorated and all years 
party together! 
 
‘Days’: these involve celebratory days where the whole college gets together, e.g. Castle-Hatfield Day, 
Castle Sports Day and Castle Day. 
 
Balls: Ladies Night (1st term); Halfway Hall (2nd term); June Ball (3rd term). Our balls at Castle are 
awesome - the entire college is opened up and decorated for the students to explore and there is 
plentiful music and other entertainment all night long. Being the pinnacle of our social calendar, June 
Ball is extra special. It is a 12-hour ball (7pm - 7am) and the ‘survivors’ get a group photo taken when 
the sun rises! 
 
Other University Options: there are 16 other college bars you can go to - just remember to bring your 
campus card!* The Durham Students’ Union is another university social hub, which tends to hold regular 
events each week, catering for different tastes in music. *In first term, other college bars will only be 
open to their own members because of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Life in Castle 
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Social Life in Durham 

 
You will quickly find that clubs have particular nights of popularity, and on the contrary to what people 
think, there are many to choose from! 

1) Wiff Waff - this is a funky club which has 2 main floors, each with different music vibes. 
2) Klute - branded as the ‘Worst Club in Europe’ (after the club officially ranked the worst, burned 

down), Klute is a student favourite. Typically it is most popular on Sundays, which are known fondly 
as ‘SNK’ (Sunday Night Klute). Definitely worth a visit.   

3) Jimmy’s - very popular with Castlemen, especially after formals, due to its great music and free 
entry. In early 2020 it temporarily shut down before DJ Dave saved the place and now runs it with 
his wife. What a legend and what a club. 

4) Fabio’s - this club similarly has nights of free entry and is located above a fab Italian restaurant! 
5) Babylon - a recent addition to the Durham nightlife scene, this club is one of our biggest and has 

been hired out in the past for college-only events, e.g. Castle’s Bierfest in 2020. 
6) Players - one of the bigger clubs in Durham. As a result, it is very popular on Wednesdays when 

DU sport teams hit the clubs. 
7) Lloyds - during the day this ‘club’ is a Weatherspoons and is very popular with Durham University 

students on Wednesday nights. 
 
Durham is a small city, so should it prove too small for you, Newcastle is fewer than 20 minutes away 
by train. It’s home to award winning restaurants, bars and clubs (including the world’s 7th largest club).  
* Please note that government guidelines for the Covid-19 pandemic may change this list of clubs and restrict 
how they would usually operate. 
 

 
You’re spoilt for choice really as you’ll find them everywhere! Here are a few that are definitely worth 
checking out (and they are all a 5 minute walk of Castle and its accommodation!) 

• Cafedral - located next to Owengate and on the short walk from Moatside to Castle, this café is 
really cute and has delicious homemade food! 

• Riverview Kitchen - located just down from Castle, this café has lovely large windows looking out 
across the River Wear. 

• Vennels - with great indoor and outdoor seating areas, Vennels can be described as a hidden 
gem as it is tucked away off the main road that runs through Durham City’s centre. It has 
delicious homemade cakes, sandwiches and drinks! 

• Flat White - this café is located directed opposite Moatside and is incredibly popular with 
Durham students.  

• Treats Tearoom (‘Treats’) - another cute café right in the heart of the city  
• Esquires - this café has huge window-shopping potential on its ground floor, whilst its upstairs 

attracts the more studious students! 
• Tealicious Tearoom - this charming tearoom has a relaxing atmosphere and fresh homemade 

cakes, scones and sandwiches. 
• The Pawsome Cat Café - new to Durham this year, this café gives you the opportunity to spend 

time with adorable cats whilst having your tea or coffee. (There is also a dog café in Newcastle!)  
There are many more and also a Costa, Café Nero and Starbucks is you seek a more mainstream coffee 
shop! 
*This list of cafes may change due to Covid-19. Please social distance and respect government guidelines. 

Clubs 

Tea & Coffee 
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Again, because of Castle’s amazing location, Durham’s food places are within a 5-10 minute walk of 
Castle and its accommodation… 

• Flat White Kitchen - a trendy place to eat with an amazing brunch menu. 
• Wafflely - perfect for those of you with a sweet tooth - it is the best place in Durham for a sweet 

breakfast! 
• Chapters of Durham Tea Rooms and Restaurant (‘Chapters’) - great cakes and chips, what more 

could you ask for? 
• Fat Hippo - a delicious burger restaurant, originally from Newcastle.  
• La Spaghettata (Spags) - the Italian restaurant below Fabio’s (‘Fabs’ - the club!). It has cheap 

food, huge portions, incredibly large bottles of wine and is very popular with Durham students. 
• Bistro Italiano - a bustling Italian restaurant in Claypath serving pizza, pasta and seasonal 

specials. 
• Alishaan - an Indian Restaurant offering both fine and casual dining, serving fantastic food. 
• Zen - pricey but very good food and popular with students (who get 10% off). To be found near 

Dunelm House (Durham’s Student Union building). 
• In Shanghai - all-you-can-eat buffet with fantastic food and desert options - what more could 

you want?!   
• Fat Buddha - a good atmosphere, always seems to be a favourite with Castlemen. You’ll find it 

near Players, in the complex of restaurants.  
• Lebaneat - a popular restaurant with students, this place serves great Lebanese food at 

affordable prices. 
• Nadon Thai - this restaurant is slightly more expensive but if you like Thai food, it is highly 

recommended because it’s fantastic! 
• Shaheen’s Indian - a cosy, old-school Indian curry house, that serves familiar and authentic 

Indian dishes. 
• Bells - iconic fish and chips restaurant. (Another fish and chips take away place that is highly 

recommended for price and quality is Stantons!) 
• Uno Momento - ever been to an Italian restaurant and not been able to decide between pizza 

or pasta? Well here you can order half portions of both, so you don’t have to decide! 
• Popular food on nights out: Paddy’s, Urban Oven, Pizza Uno, Subway. 
• There are many other places to eat or get food from, in and around the city centre including 

Dominos, Pizza Express, Bill’s, ASK Italian, Greggs, Zizzi. 
* Please note that this list may change due to the Covid-19 pandemic.   

 
 
Aside from all the college bars around Durham, The Library Bar and Osbournes (near to Klute) are great. 
 
The Shakespeare (aka ‘The Shakey’) is a friend to Castle and historically was used as our second ‘college 
bar’. Other local pubs include: The Swan & Three Cygnets (great location by the river and inexpensive), 
Lloyds (a Wetherspoons) and The Boathouse, The Victoria and The Half Moon Inn. There are many other 
pubs in Durham - all with their own character and perks, which are worth exploring. In the summer 
months, especially after exams, these pubs are all decked out and filled with students having drinks in 
the sun! *This list of pubs may be subject to change due to Covid-19. Please abide by social distance guidelines. 

Social Life in Durham  

Pubs & Bars 

Food 
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Are you aged 21 or above when you begin your degree? 
  
This year we have launched Mature Students at Castle, a peer-run network which 
aims to connect and provide peer-support for mature students at whatever stage 
of study. Beginning in Induction Week, we will offer a range of informal events 
throughout the year to help you benefit from everything that College life has to 
offer and ensure that you get the best out of your time at university. 
  
If you would like to connect, please contact Simon Stevenson 
(simon.n.stevenson@durham.ac.uk), the group’s convenor, and see the Mature 
Students at Castle Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/maturestudentsatcastle/ 

A Note to Mature Students 
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University College Badminton Club is open to people regardless of their badminton ability. If you’ve 
never played before and want to pick up a new sport then it is definitely worth a go, although if you are 
keen to train more regularly and compete for our teams in the college leagues then it is just as 
worthwhile. Each year we enter a Men’s Team, a Women’s Team, and one or two Mixed Teams into the 
college league (which runs all year round), so there are plenty of opportunities to play more 
competitively. Of course there are also the socials to look forward to (once they are able to run again) 
- and with Charlie McKeever reprising his role as Social Sec with a newfound determination they are 
certainly not ones to be missed. Contact Will Melling (president). 

 

The Castle Basketball Club is a fun and vibrant club that welcomes anyone who is keen and 
enthusiastic, regardless of their sporting abilities!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

University College Basketball Club 

Castle Badminton 

Whether you have played for years or have never dribbled a ball before, 
you will quickly get to grips with how to play basketball like a UCBBC 
pro! We have a men’s team and a women’s team, and both have been 
very successful this year in each division. We train every week and play 
separate matches against other colleges every two weeks. We also 
provide many socials, which are a great way to meet new people! We 
are really looking forward to welcoming all of you to the club, in what 
promises to be a fantastic year of basketball. If you have any queries, 
please do not hesitate to contact Jasmine Han.  

 
 
 

University College Boat Club 

 
As the club takes the largest intake of freshers in college, it is an 
amazing place to meet new people at club socials.  
Even if you don’t fancy rowing, everyone is free just to join as social 
members. If you’d like to know more about what’s involved learning 
to row, joining senior squad or any other questions please email 
olliver.hawken@durham.ac.uk.  
 

See you at Castle Freshers’ Fair! 
 

 
UCBC provides an amazing opportunity for all – both to those who have never 
been in a rowing boat before looking to learn, as well as rowers with previous 
experience from school looking to continue competing. Every year, our dedicated 
novice captains take on and coach all those wanting to get involved, with the 
ultimate aim of merging the novice and senior squads in the summer term. 
Throughout the year, novice rowers have the chance to compete against other 
novices in the inter-collegiate regatta – ‘The Novice Cup’ – and later in the year 
the potential to compete on the wider stage in regional and national 
competitions.  The club also welcomes rowers with previous experience to join our senior squad. We have a range of 
levels, from a couple of sessions a week, to top level boats who train and race competitively. All boats, 
no matter the level of competitiveness, are about having a lot of fun both on and off the water.  

Castle Sports 
*Please note that all clubs and societies will run as safe to do so in line with government guidelines. 
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University College Cricket Club is undoubtedly one of the most exciting clubs at Castle. As a team, we 
emphasise having fun and a good game above being overly serious. 

The calendar at UCCC: 
• We compete in the indoor league during 2nd term (Epiphany), which is a great bit of fun and 

something new for quite a few of our players.  
• Once the weather gets warmer and we can play outside, we practise every week in the nets; 

these sessions are usually very relaxed and a good way to relieve some exam season stress. 
• There is also a competitive T20 college league where we play 5 teams and (if we qualify) compete 

in a finals’ day. This is played against cricket teams from other colleges. 

 

 

 

 

We welcome members with any level of experience: good cricketers, keen cricketers, people who are 
just up for a net, or absolute beginners. Getting involved is easy for all genders, just contact one of the 
team captains (below). 

Club Captain: James Wilson (james.j.wilson@durham.ac.uk) 

Outdoor Captain: Rajiv Sejpal (rajiv.sejpal@durham.ac.uk) 

Indoor Captain: Jack Houlihan (jack.m.houlihan@durham.ac.uk) 

University College Cricket Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benefits that membership of UCDC offers include team building exercises, weekly socials, personalised 
stash, a European tour and gaining an incredible proficiency with mental maths. 
 
To become a part of UCDC, the only entry requirements are a desire to have a good time and a 
willingness to participate in the team. No prior darts experience is required, nor is owning darts. I look 
forward to welcoming you all as the newest members of, undoubtedly, Castle’s oldest and most 
prestigious society. Contact Tom Mason (president). 
 
 

University College Darts Club 

Castle Sports 

• We also play exhibition matches against local teams 
and have traditionally friendlies against other Castle 
clubs as well, such as our annual exhibition fixture 
against UCRFC. 

• It is also important to perform off the pitch too, as we 
are active in the social calendar as well; these events 
are usually well-attended, organised affairs, rooted in 
the tradition of UCCC. 

Whilst other societies are weighed down by the competitive selection of players and 
high intensity training, darts has seen through this needless stress and created a utopian 
community, a perfect organisation where everyone is equally terrible at their hobby of 
choice, delighting themselves with their own mediocrity. Once a week on Monday, the 
illustrious members of UCDC gather to play against another Durham College. 



 30 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

University College Football Club 

chance for everyone to get involved. Older than our local 
rivals Newcastle United, Castle AFC is one of the largest 
clubs in college with over 50 playing members and plenty 
more social members. Each team plays around 15 league 
matches, in addition to two cup competitions. Matches 
are played largely on the weekends, with training sessions 
every Wednesday afternoon. Off the pitch, we have socials 
about every 2 weeks, providing a great opportunity to 
make friends with people from different years. 

Castle AFC is one of the college’s largest, most successful and most illustrious clubs. We currently enter 
four teams in the 11-a-side league as well as a team for the indoor futsal league, meaning there is a 

Castle Sports 

 

 

 

 
We have optional training sessions once a week and we usually play matches twice a week. Just as much 
as we want to make Castle proud, we mainly want everyone to have an amazing time playing football 
and being part of our awesome team on and off the pitch. For this reason, we have an Executive team 
consisting of a Captain, a Vice Captain and a Social Secretary to make sure you are happy, comfortable, 
and of course having fun! The Social Secretary organises regular socials throughout the year such as a 
pub trip after a game or a Christmas meal which allows you to socialise with the team and make really 
close friendships. We are really excited about this year’s season and would be delighted to welcome 
you on to the team! Message us if you have any questions or want to chat about the club: Izzy 
(isobel.f.emmett@durham.ac.uk). 

 

University College Women’s Football Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
around the country during the summer holidays!  
So if you’re looking to join a new sport or just want to see what it’s all about, join the Facebook 
group, Castle Mixed Ultimate, at tinyurl.com/CastleFrisbee where we will post about taster sessions 
and trainings.  
Or send me an email (roshun.c.karia@durham.ac.uk) if you have any questions! 
 

Castle Mixed Ultimate Frisbee 

Welcome to our newest Castle freshers!!! Our team is proud to represent 
Castle in Women’s football this year and would love to welcome anyone 
interested onto the team. It doesn’t matter if you’re already a 
professional or have never touched a football before, we’re sure you will 
all be of tremendous support to the team! Just as last year we will be 
competing in the floodlit cup 11 a-side), for the trophy (11 a-side) and in 
futsal (5 a-side) and hope to build on our successes of the previous year!  

 

Castle Mixed Ultimate is one of Castle’s most successful sports teams, 
topping the league in 19/20. Frisbee is a really chilled sport which no-
one has played before arriving in Durham. Everyone is terrible to begin 
with, but the whole team gets better really quickly. Freshers are an 
integral part of the college team and due to our small size, have lots of 
guaranteed game time. Frisbee is also one of the few sports that 
is mixed at college or even university level. We are also the second-
highest funded sport by alumni, meaning we go to funded tournaments 
around the country during the summer holidays! So if you’re looking to 
join a new sport or just want to see what it’s all about, join the 
Facebook group, Castle Mixed Ultimate, 
at tinyurl.com/CastleFrisbee where we will post about taster sessions 
and trainings. Or send me an email (roshun.c.karia@durham.ac.uk) if 
you have any questions! 
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week, followed by fixtures on the weekends – the teams aren’t mixed but that doesn’t mean you won’t 
get to know everyone! Socials will happen, COVID-19 be damned, so start panic-buying your beverage 
of choice. 
 
DISCLAIMER: we’re not a division-topping club but we’ve got a history of scraping together some 
insanely decent performances (*cough* 10-0 against Josephine Butler *cough*). Everyone is welcome, 
from the pros, to those who’ve never touched a stick, and everything in between, even if you just want 
to be a social member! Look out for us at the Freshers’ Fair, repping the sexiest hockey socks in Durham. 
  
Captain: Izzy Swaney (isabelle.r.swaney@durham.ac.uk) 

Castle Hockey (Men’s & Women’s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Castle Futsal Club 

Not quite on a level with Mixed Lacrosse, but still cool – UCHC is a 
great club. We offer every Castleman (yes, literally everyone, 
regardless of ability) the chance to play hockey without suffering the 
humiliation of DU trials – just turn up, pray you hit the ball and you’re 
on the team! The men’s and women’s teams train together once a  
 

Castle Sports 

 
UCNC is a fun and inclusive club set up for all levels of player. We invite anyone who plays netball 
competitively at home or just wants to take up a new sport to join us. Our weekly Wednesday afternoon 
training sessions are open to all and from this we run three different teams which play at weekends in 
various Durham College Netball leagues. This allows players to participate at a competitive level or just 
in more casual, fun matches. As a club we also have regular socials which are a great way to meet new 
people from college and get to know your teammates! If you have played netball before or are looking 
netball before or are looking for a new sport to try, do come along to a training session to see what  
training session to see what college netball is all about! 
 
Feel free to drop us a message if you have any questions: 
Hannah Barrow (hannah.m.barrow@durham.ac.uk) 
Lucy Jackson (lucy.e.jackson@durham.ac.uk) 
Find us on Facebook: University College Netball Club 
 
 
 
 
 

University College Netball Club 

 
Welcome to Castle Futsal, an inclusive sport society with both a men's and 
women's team. Put simply, futsal is 5-a-side football played in relatively 
small indoor courts. We are a rapidly growing club who run training and 
league games (against other colleges) for all members regardless of your 
skill and experience. Our teams, which consist of beginners and more 
experienced players, perform very well in their respective leagues. 
Whether you have played futsal before or not, you are sure to have a great 
time and our training sessions are ideal for those trying to improve their 
11-a-side football game. Our short matches and training sessions make it 
a great option for those looking for a more relaxed alternative to DU futsal, 
a time consuming endeavour. We hope to see lots of you next term! 
If you have any questions, please email: castle.futsal@durham.ac.uk 
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Lacrosse Club is undoubtedly one of the most fun and rewarding clubs to join in college – with a 
welcoming atmosphere, both competitive and friendly matches, and popular socials, this club has it all!! 
Whether you’ve played lacrosse for years or never laid hands on a lacrosse stick, UCMxL has members 
of all abilities, so we really encourage anyone and everyone to get involved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
skills with regular matches against other colleges, where you can meet other students and partake in 
healthy college rivalry! If you have any further questions about the club, please do email me (India) at 
india.e.whitehurst@durham.ac.uk or send me a message on Facebook. Looking forward to meeting you 
all at the first session! 

University College Mixed Lacrosse Club 

The club is a great way to socialise with other year groups (and other 
colleges), and team bonding meals and training will soon become a 
highlight of your calendar. Every year, the first lacrosse training session in 
Freshers’ Week has a phenomenally high turnout (in past years it has been 
over 100!!), so why not come along and give it a go – you might surprise 
yourself! Once you’ve learned the rules (which you’ll pick up more quickly 
than you might imagine), there are plenty of opportunities to practise your  

Welcome to (arguably) the best society at Castle. Castle Mixed 
Lacrosse Club is undoubtedly one of the most fun and rewarding 
clubs to join in college – with a welcoming atmosphere, both 
competitive and friendly matches, and popular socials, this club 
has it all!! Whether you’ve played lacrosse for years or never laid 
hands on a lacrosse stick, UCMxL has members of all abilities, so 
we really encourage anyone and everyone to get involved. 
Welcome to (arguably) the best society at Castle. Castle Mixed 
  

Castle Sports 

 

University college pool club consists of two teams and is great for 
all players whether looking to play socially, with literally no to any 
ability, in our second team or being competitive in our first team. 
UCPC is renowned for great mixed socials that you wouldn’t want 
to miss and the single greatest piece of University College stash. 
Do you have what it takes to don the sacred UCPC bucket hat?  

University College Pool Club 

 

Castle Rounders 

Castle rounders is a very relaxed and fun sport, and is a great way to 
relax with friends and meet new people after exams. Rounders only 
runs in third term, and we play roughly 5 matches, so it doesn’t 
require a lot of commitment. We also normally hold 2 or 3 socials in 
third term which happen after the matches. Captain applications 
come out at the end of second term meaning it’s a great opportunity 
for first years to get involved in captaining a club. As we missed out 
on our summer-term-rounders-fun last year, we are super keen to 
make sure it’s epic this year! Contact Grace Calder (president). 
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it a perfect level of commitment for anyone to fit into their university life. Socials happen roughly every 
2-3 weeks and they provide an opportunity for players and social members to integrate further and 
provide a way for anyone in University College to become a valued member of the club.  
We at UCRFC look forward to welcoming you all. Contact Sam Tuckwell (president). 

University College Rugby Football Club 

 
In the 2019/20 season we combined with Hatfield Women’s Rugby 
to form the best team on the Bailey. Training was once a week 
with a College match on the weekend which will continue into 
next year. All levels of rugby are welcome, even if you’ve never 
held a rugby ball before. Involvement in development days 
provided by DU is encouraged but joining college is a fantastic first 
step. We also have the best socials and accept social members.  
To join, request the Facebook group: UCWRFC 2018/19 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

University College Women’s Rugby Club 

Castle Sports 

UCRFC is a fantastic club for any newcomers to the college and 
to the sport as we have a wide variety of social members, as 
well as a range of abilities on the team from little to no 
experience to players that have been playing rugby through 
most of their life. UCRFC is a strong side as we compete in the 
highest league of college rugby, aided this year by our 'Team 
Captain' Ciaran Johnson. Once a week we have a training 
session on a Wednesday and a fixture on the weekend making  

 

Castle Squash Club 
Castle squash club is an inclusive, fun club where anyone can 
turn up and have a game, no matter if you’re a beginner or pro. 
Normally we have the courts for training twice a week and then 
matches for those who want to play at the weekends. Our 
Men’s 1 got into the first division last year, so this year the aim 
is to put Collingwood back in their place. Hope to see many of 
you there. Contact Theo Blackburn (president). 

 
Greetings from the most fun and popular club that Durham has to offer - Castle Table Tennis! Whether 
you look at Table Tennis as a competitive sport or (like most of us) as a casual game with friends - the 
Castle JCR is the perfect place to start off.  
This year I plan to make this society and team so much better by arranging official training sessions with 
friendly and competitive matches against other colleges in our league. Not only this but I hope to 
organise new equipment for us and make sure to have a far more spacious area to play in!! Genuinely 
cannot wait for everyone to pursue their love for table tennis at the Freshers’ Fair! 
 
Feel free to email me (Umang) with any queries: umang.asif@durham.ac.uk (Captain) 
 

Castle Table Tennis Club 
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in several College Park Runs throughout the year, where each college gets points just for everyone 
taking part and how quickly you finish. So, whether you and your mates feel like dropping in twice a 
term to sweat out the Friday-Night Klute-Hangover, or you fancy yourself as Castle's next Mo Farah, 
Castle Running Club is perfect for you.  
 
Feel free to contact me (Henry) with any questions about Castle Running Club at: 
henry.j.fernandez@durham.ac.uk (President) 

 
After an unbeaten season, UCVC has quickly become one of Castle’s most 
successful and competitive teams. This year we are looking to expand, 
hopefully fielding an extra team and continuing our dominance of the 
college scene. We also have an established tradition of training up 
beginner players, with our team consisting mainly of complete beginners, 
3 of which were called up to train for DU teams. So if you are a beginner, 
amateur or a competitive volleyball player then castle volleyball is the 
place for you! If you have any questions, feel free to email me (Sam)  
at samuel.libertiny@durham.ac.uk. 

University College Volleyball Club 

Castle Running Club 

 

Whether you’re the new Novak Djokovic or haven’t ever picked up a racket and just want to get into 
the sport, University College Lawn Tennis Club is here to help! Contrary to common belief, tennis is a 
sport that is played not just during the summer, but all year round. This year, we will be running taster 
sessions as often as possible in the first two terms (as you will discover, the Durham weather is a cruel 
mistress) and during summer, there will be weekly training sessions in preparation for our weekly 
matches in the intercollegiate league. Whatever your ability, come along and play!  

If the running and sweating part of tennis doesn’t particularly appeal to you, perhaps our infamous 
socials will. This year we’ll be running frequent themed socials throughout the year, we plan to watch 
all of the majors that coincide with Durham terms and, of course, we will be running our famous Tennis 
and Pimms! I don’t think you need Hawk Eye to see that University Tennis is in, and all other college 
sports are out. (That’s a lie. Get involved in as many as you possibly can. They’re all great. But you get 
this gist...) We look forward to seeing you this year! 

President: Ania Forget (ania.c.forget@durham.ac.uk)  

 

University College Tennis Club 

Castle Sports 

Castle Running Club is Castle's newest sports club. We are incredibly 
inclusive and open to runners of all abilities (or none!). Unlike other 
clubs, we can genuinely claim that no fees, commitment or even 
experience is required. All you need is yourself, some trainers and a 
desire to improve your fitness, your 5k time, or just have a casual 
run and a good laugh! Every Saturday, we meet in the Great Hall for 
breakfast before heading to Durham's Park Run. We also take part  
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Castle Societies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

auditions for singers in October. And if that’s not enough we’re also hoping for another Big Band Tour 
next summer! We look forward to seeing you there. If you have any questions or just fancy a chat please 
email: eleanor.a.smith@durham.ac.uk 
 

Castle Big Band 

 
Do you play an instrument or sings in a choir? The Castle Chamber Choir and 
Orchestra is an ensemble society that performs in around two concerts per 
term. From Vaughan Williams to Tchaikovsky, it is a great opportunity to 
continue practising and performing music. It’s also a chance to meet new 
people in college, and get perform for locals, family, and students alike. If you 
have any questions, feel free to email the incoming President Sian Bell at 
castle.cco@durham.ac.uk. We’ll be holding auditions* in the first few weeks 
of term and would love to see you there! *This is subject to Covid-19. 

 
 
 

Castle Chamber Choir & Orchestra 

Welcome to Castle Big Band! We practise every week and 
enjoy playing the likes of Glenn Miller, Stevie Wonder, 
Frank Sinatra and even a bit of Aretha. We hold two major 
concerts a year - Christmas Carnage and Summer 
Shambles, as well as playing at plenty of college balls. Our 
goal is to play great music and have lots of fun doing it. 
Instrumental players don’t need to audition, if you can 
read music, we’d love you to join us. We’ll be holding  
 

 

At Castle you will be able to offer your musical talent to a variety of ensembles from jazz to classical. 
The Castle Chamber Choir and Orchestra (CCCO) strives for high standard performance of music from 
the Renaissance to the present day, while Castle Big Band are in high demand for their renowned jazz 
gigs. If joining an ensemble is too much of a commitment, we also hold open mic nights every so often 
in our college bar (called ‘Mundie in the Undie’).  

College music is supervised by the Music Rep, who this year is Charlotte Brown. You can contact her at 
charlotte.brown@durham.ac.uk for anything music-related in college.  

Our facilities range from historic spaces, such as our famous Great Hall and the 11th century Norman 
Chapel, to the more modern. Castle has three purpose-built practice rooms, located on the ground floor 
of Block D in Bailey Court. All contain a keyboard, chairs and music stands. The largest is Room 3, able 
to accommodate 15-20 people. Room 2 can comfortably accommodate an individual, while Room 1 is 
suitable for a quartet. You can book them through the Porters’ Lodge. To book the chapels, the Hall or 
any other space, visit https://www.dur.ac.uk/university.college/current/events/. We also have a 
storage room with various jazz instruments and equipment, keyboards, music stands, and a small library 
of choral and orchestral scores. Contact Charlotte for more information on this.  

We very much look forward to seeing you get stuck-in with music at Castle! 

More info on Castle Music... 
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“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, …” Hebrews 10:24 
University College Christian Union aims to represent Jesus Christ in the Castle community; we love to 
get together as followers of Jesus to encourage one another, pray together and study the bible. Anyone 
and everyone is welcome at CU, we want to reach people wherever they are in their faith journey, 
whether they have never heard about Jesus or are a mature Christian. This year we are looking forward 
to hosting more chilled socials and getting to know the incoming freshers! We generally meet once a 
week as a College CU and on Friday evenings we walk down to Central CU, which is a gathering of all 
college CUs in Durham. 
 

If you are joining University College this Autumn do contact us via our Facebook page or Instagram 
account, we’d love to answer any questions regarding CU/College, help you in your “Church Search” 
and get you involved with the wider CU community! 
 

The University College Christian Union reps are Hilja Jeffory, Trini Prasadam and Bethany Wright. 
 

Castle Societies 

 
Castle Outreach encompasses all of the student led volunteering opportunities and projects that Castle 
students run and participate in. Castle Outreach is made up of Castle Community Action (CCA) and its 
various division: Homelessness, Elderly Care, Primary/Secondary Ed, Community Days alongside the 
Environment and Charities divisions. 
  
There are so many ways to get involved in the volunteering projects, with weekly community meals, 
tutoring opportunities, visits to elderly care homes, a chance to help look after our Castle allotment, be 
on a team to raise money for charity and CCA. Some of the divisions, specifically Primary/Secondary Ed 
do require DBS checks, so keep a look out for the scheduled DBS sessions throughout the year. 
Additionally, it’s a great way to meet new kind and fun people while volunteering or at one of our 
socials!  
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me (Emma) on castle.outreach@durham.ac.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Castle Community Action (CCA) 

Christian Union 

 
Castle Dance Society is a place for everyone. Whether you just want to try  
something new or you have already been dancing for several years, you are 
welcome to attend our classes. We meet once a week, where we do some 
technique exercises followed by a choreography. Dance is a great combination of 
exercise and art, giving you strength, flexibility and body awareness. We hope 
you will give it a try!  

Please join our Facebook group Castle Dance Society to stay up to date and don’t hesitate to send us a 
message if you have any questions: Sofia, Issy and AV. 

Castle Dance Society 



 37 

  

 
Every college at Durham hosts numerous ents (events), however what many people say so special about 
ents at our college is the location; attending balls in a UNESCO world heritage Castle is somewhat 
magical. The Ents Committee, headed by Anna Patchett (the Social Chair), works to both plan and 
execute both small and large Ents within college. These range from themed gowned formals (such as a 
Think Pink formal for Cancer Research) to balls such as Ladies Night and Halfway Hall.  
 
Many members of the committee then apply for the June Ball Committee which runs separately from 
the Ents Committee which is also managed by Anna. The Ents committee, as one of the larger societies 
within college has a lot to offer - positions on the team include sourcing aesthetics, working with 
logistics and administration, seeking sponsorship, selecting food and drink, and recruiting bands for 
entertainment. We encourage anyone to get involved as there are so many varied roles on the 
committee and we can easily work around individual time schedules and other commitments; 
furthermore, this is the perfect chance to develop key skills for graduate jobs and meet lots of people 
within college! The roles on the committee are divided between both Junior and Senior Ent 
Coordinators who are allocated different responsibilities - these will be explained in full in the Ents 
recruitment handbook which will be emailed out at the beginning of term along with details on the 
committee’s application process. Contact: castle.socialchair@durham.ac.uk. 
 

University College Ents Committee 

Castle Societies 

 
Castle Debating Society meets fortnightly to discuss two or three contentious issues in the world today, 
ranging from politics, social issues, economics, education, religion and more. We are a small but close-
knit society of students from a range of different courses with different levels of public speaking ability. 
Castle Debating Soc. is an inclusive space where people from all political backgrounds are encouraged 
to express their views, although no member is expected to speak in front of the group unless they are 
keen to. At our fortnightly meetings on Wednesdays in the Undercroft, all members are given a 
background information sheet about a contentious issue, and we discuss the issue as a group. Come 
along if you would like to take part in one of our discussions! Contact Tara Jackson. 

Castle Debating Society 

 

Castle Chapel Choir is a 22-strong auditioned choir and is probably the best Chapel Choir in Durham. It 
is the only society in Castle to provide yearly financial scholarships for 8 of its members. The Choir sings 
2-3 services a week and due to the vast repertoire it covers, a proficient level of sight-reading is 
required. The choir regularly tours both nationally and internationally.  

Castle is home to 2 wonderful chapels, the 16th century Tunstall Chapel and the 11th century Norman 
Chapel, which is the oldest visible part of the Castle. Today, the Chapels are spaces of stillness and 
prayer at the heart of a busy academic community. The ethos is one of a warm welcome to all, whether 
practising Christians or not. During term time, Choral Evensong is typically held at 6pm before a 
Thursday Formal and a sung Eucharist is celebrated at 11am on Sunday.  

Look out for us at the Freshers’ Fair! To find out more please visit the Castle Chapel website 
www.dur.ac.uk/castle.chapel/ or contact the Chapel Officers at castle.chapel@durham.ac.uk.  

 

Castle Chapel Choir 
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We’re keen to recruit writers, artists, graphic designers, content creators - no previous experience is 
required! Look out for applications to join the editorial team in Michaelmas term, or get in touch with 
me, Laszlo, at laszlo.karsai@durham.ac.uk. 

 

 
Here at the Castle Environment Committee, we do believe that climate change is, in fact, 
a real thing! We do our best to promote all things green and groovy, providing you with 
inspiring information, exciting activities, events and opportunities to help you channel 
your inner 70s hippie or Greta Thunberg. If you are also a fellow believer in climate 
change and did fancy joining us to create a more sustainable Castle lifestyle, we will have 
regular meetings throughout the year to plan how we are next going to save the world. 
We so look forward to welcoming you in next year, dream big!! Contact CCA. 
 

Environment Committee 

Floreat 

Castle Societies 

Floreat is Castle’s very own termly magazine! A light-hearted take on 
everything non-academic, you’ll find us exposing what went on at Freshers’ 
Week, roundups of the best events in college/town, the odd quiz or review, 
and the infamous Gossip Girl… Whether you’ve been involved with a mag 
before or you’re just a budding comedian, we’d love to hear from you. 

 
Castle Feminist Society is an inclusive and wide-ranging group which focuses on issues surrounding gender 
equality within and beyond Durham. We run discussions, debates, talks and events weekly, and are keen to 
explore the ways intersectional feminism can empower everyone in our community. We hope to create a 
non-judgemental environment so that we can also help those less fortunate than ourselves by working with 
charities and other groups within Durham. Do come and chat with us at the Freshers’ Fair, we look forward 
to meeting you all, love FemSoc. Contact Emma Gratte. 

University College Feminists (‘Fem Soc’) 

 
June Ball is renowned across the country having featured in Tatler’s Bystander, The Guardian’s ‘Top 100 
things to do before you die’, and Mastercard’s ‘Top Events Money Can’t Buy’. Its success depends on the 
efforts of those on the June Ball Committee. Each year there are loads of students keen to be involved with 
the organisation of University College’s largest ball of the academic year. 
The Committee is made up of both directors and assistants who specialize in certain aspects of the ball, 
these include: Aesthetics, Food and Drink, Entertainment, Sponsorship and Marketing, Administration, 
Logisitcs, Graphics, Web Design, and Finance, working alongside College Office to make it happen. 
 
One of the hardest challenges for members of the committee is that they must complete tasks throughout 
the year without disclosing the secret theme to other students. It is tradition for the theme to be revealed 
on the night of the ball in order to add an air of mystery to the event. The theme is chosen by the President 
of the committee which becomes the focus for all aspects of the ball. 
 
Contact: castle.ballchair@durham.ac.uk (Ania Forget, Ball Chair) 
Follow this link for more information: https://castlejcr.com/june-ball-committee/ 
 

June Ball Committee 
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Castle Societies 

Castle Panto 

 

As of the main societies of the JCR, we welcome all students who wish to join, whether they are international 
students or not. Just join the Facebook group ‘Castle International Society 2020/21’ for updates! 
 
The International Society is responsible for providing practical support to all international students; from 
International Freshers’ Week, the International Welfare Officer’s drop-in sessions, social events and various 
other ways throughout the academic year. We work closely with the Campaigns Officer, the International 
Welfare Officer and the JCR Welfare team to organise a variety of events, usually two per term, aimed at 
both international and home students.  These have included themed formals, cultural exchanges, dinners, 
and events with other college’s International Societies.  
 
The society is chaired by the International Society President, Vice President, and the International Welfare 
Officer.  The President (Saffron Higgins) and Vice President (Avery Winningham) are responsible for 
organising International Freshers’ Week and all other international events, writing the International 
Freshers’ Handbook, coordinating the activities of the Society and working with the International Welfare 
Officer to provide internationals with all the support they may need throughout the year.  The International 
Welfare Officer (Namrata Hazarika) is a member of the JCR Welfare Team and will hold weekly drop-in 
sessions to provide advice and help students with any problems affecting their well-being and provide 
support wherever possible throughout the year. 
 
Furthermore, any member of the JCR can get involved in the society and run for roles such as Treasurer or 
Events Organiser, in our first meeting of the year.  We meet twice a term and organise at least two events 
per term.  It would be great to see as many international and non-international freshers at these so we can 
build and even stronger International Society and community in college.  
 
We are really looking forward to welcoming all of you to Castle – feel free to email us if you have any 
questions! See pages 49-51 for the society’s introductions! 
 

International Society 

 
 
 
the year, as well as work with University wide societies such as the 93% Club, to enable individuals at 
Castle to educate themselves and make our community welcoming for all, regardless of background! 

University College Society for Inclusion is a society and platform that aims to 
promote inclusivity, specifically relating to individuals from ethnic minority 
and low socio-economic backgrounds. We host talks and events throughout 
the year, as well as work with University wide societies such as the 93% Club, 
to enable individuals at att 

University College Society for Inclusion 

Do you only dance when you’re a few vk’s in? Did you only 
scrape a B in year 7 drama? Then you will be perfect for this 
year’s high school musical themed panto! A much anticipated, 
yearly event college panto is a great way to get to know your 
year and break the ice via outrageously dodgy singing. 
Traditionally, panto is written by second years and performed 
by freshers in the first term*. This makes it a great way to find 
out all the best juicyyy college chat from the year before to 
swap with your friends over Saturday brunch. Best of all, with 
two social secs on the directing team, our nights out are set to 
be pretty awesome as well. See you there!  
 

year’s high school musical themed panto! A much anticipated, yearly event 
college panto is a great way to get to know your year and break the ice via 
outrageously dodgy singing. Traditionally, panto is written by second years 
and performed by freshers in the first term*. This makes it a great way to 
find out all the best juicyyy college chat from the year before to swap with 
your friends over Saturday brunch. Best of all, with two social secs on the 
directing team, our nights out are set to be pretty awesome as well. See 
you there! Contact Nina Hayward, Avery Winningham, Anj Pillai or Grace 
Calder. *Due to Covid-19 this will likely be postponed until second term. 
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University College Technical Events Committee (Castle Tech) is 
responsible for the organisation, setting up and smooth running 
of events inside and outside of college. From setting up June Ball 
in the Castle to working Bierfest in Babylon, there are lots of 
opportunities. Tech are the unsung heroes of every Castle event 
which is really rewarding. You never know how much work goes 
into an event until you’ve worked tech. We also look after Castle’s 
equipment and hire it out to clients.  
 

You are never obliged to work, just sign up for any event. It’s paid work, there are no interviews and 
there’s no previous experience required, just learn on the job!  
So join the Facebook group, Castle Tech, at tinyurl.com/CastleTechFB.  
Or send me an email (roshun.c.karia@durham.ac.uk) if you have any questions! 
 

Castle Technical Events Committee 

 
Palatinalps is the annual Uni ski trip which takes over a thousand students to the Alps each year. It 
normally happens in January however this year will happen over the Easter Holidays. For what you 
get, it is great value for money compared to sorting a ski trip yourself. Included in the base price 
you get return travel to the Alps, basic accommodation, 6 day lift pass and on top of this there are 
options for ski hire, lessons and things like freestyle classes. There are also endless events provided 
throughout the week including nights out with Palatinalps own arena, husky rides, helicopter flights, 
Bongos Bingo (flown over from Liverpool), bottomless brunches and so much more. And of course 
we can't forget the unforgettable Après skis provided exclusively for Palatinalps every day to enjoy 
a nice cold one with your mates as soon as you’ve come off the slopes. It is an absolutely incredible 
week and I cannot recommend it enough to anyone whether you have skied before or not as you 
will have a whale of a time with your pals even if you've never skied before. If you have any 
questions at all do not hesitate to get in touch with us - Charlie McKeever or Anna Guildford. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Palatinalps 

Castle Societies 
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Castle Politics Society is where speakers come from all over the UK to engage students from Castle and 
others in Durham in discussing pressing political questions. It has no political affiliation and we welcome 
all those interested in politics to come along and listen to the variety of speakers we have. We are 
looking to revitalise the society this year so if you are interested in being on the exec or just coming 
along to an event please join our Facebook group (https://www.facebook.com/castlepolitics/) for 
Castle Politics members and give the Facebook page a follow. This is where we will share the upcoming 
events and how you can get involved. Contact Bertie Ellison-Wright. 

Politics 

Castle Societies 

 
Castle Theatre Company is the university’s oldest student theatre company, performing a variety of 
fantastic shows and non-theatre events throughout the year!  Our productions range from traditional 
gothic such as Dracula and Northanger Abbey, to contemporary and even musical such as Mrs Dalloway 
and Jesus Christ Superstar.  Likewise, CTC annually produces its famous Shakespeare Summer Tour, 
which tours both across the UK and US, visiting dozens of venues and performing in front of hundreds 
of people.   
Comedy Cabaret and Scratch Night are some of our further specialties: the former is an annual black tie 
event where you can watch some of Durham’s best stand-up comedy; the latter is a more relaxed 
evening where you are free to perform anything you choose, be it a song, poem, dance or magic trick. 
Whether you are an actor, writer, director, producer, interested in tech or just like being in the 
audience, we welcome anyone who is interested and wants to be involved! 
 
Contact: 
Facebook: @CastleTheatreCompany   
Email: castle.theatrecompany@durham.ac.uk 
President: Jenny Shpeter (evgeniya.shpeter@durham.ac.uk) 
VP: Megan Cooper (megan.cooper@durham.ac.uk)   
College Officer: Eleanor Thornton (eleanor.j.thornton@durham.ac.uk) 

Castle Theatre Company 

Stay tuned for information on our Freshers’ Fair! 
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Freshers’ Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
you all with the best opportunities to settle into university and college life. Due to Covid-
19, we have had to make some changes to the typical events we hold for you in Freshers’ 
Week, but in the end have made a plan to bring you a more intimate week, with the option 
to do a few more activities than usual! Details of what’s in store for you can be found in 
the Freshers’ Week Bucket List, which we will send out shortly! We are also looking into 
the possibility of setting up a great ‘Refreshers Week’ later in the year to compensate for 
your less-traditional Freshers’ Week. 
 
To support you during the week we have a wonderful team of Freshers' Representatives 
(Freps) who will be running the activities, as well as members of the student-led Welfare 
Team and JCR Exec Team, along with College Office, who are always more than happy to 
help - they will be introducing themselves to you over the next few pages! Our priorities 
are to make you feel safe and included into our college family, so please do come to us if 
you have any issues or queries. 
 
One tip I would give you is to embrace Freshers’ Week, but please do not get overwhelmed 
by the common misconceiving hype that it will be ‘the best week of your life’ or ‘where you 
make all your friends’ - it may be, but equally what you will find out is that uni doesn’t get 
‘less fun’ after Freshers’ Week! Also, what you will find here at Castle, is that you are 
continuously making friends as you integrate between the years and participate in sports 
and/or societies you love. Have a blast, and if you ever want to chat about anything, you 
know from this handbook where we all are :) 
 
I’m sure you have a lot of questions about the week and year ahead, so feel free to email 
me at castle.developmentofficer@durham.ac.uk. You can be kept updated via our college 
Instagram account: ‘castlejcr’ and Facebook group: ‘Castle Freshers 2020 (University 
College, Durham)’.  
 
I can't wait to meet you all at the end of September, 
Izzie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Izzie Pearce 
Development Officer 

Welcome fellow Castlemen and women (!) 
 
Congratulations on accepting your place here and for going 
through this whole process in a very tricky year. 
 
Anna (our Social Chair) and I have planned a great week, providing 
you all with the best opportunities to settle into university and 
college life. Due to Covid-19, we have had to make 
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Meet the Freps! 

The Freps (Freshers' Representatives) 
are a team of our students dedicated 
and excited to welcome you into our 
college! 

From the moment you arrive, they will 
be there to help you settle in and will 
remain present for the duration of 
your Freshers' Week to ensure it goes 
as smoothly as possible. 

They will be organising activities, 
available for welfare support and 
around to answer any and all of your 
questions, so don’t hold back! 

 
Course: Biology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: It’s okay to take time out for yourself during Freshers’ Week. Don’t feel pressured 
to socialise every second of every day!! 
 
Contact me: nkmr54@durham.ac.uk  

Anj Pillai 
 

 
Course: History 
 
 
 
 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: The final hour of Ladies Night (1st Term Ball) - the casino, silent 
disco and live band!  
 
Top Tip: Just spend as long as possible in dinner, chatting in the Great Hall. 
 
Contact me: billy.t.allday@durham.ac.uk  

Billy Allday  He/ Him 

She/ Her 

Ask me about: College Mixed lax, netball, panto, charities, (Arts 
Week) and DU Lax 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Castle mixed lax York Varsity- a tough 
17-0 win preceded and followed by questionable singing, 
sufficient boozing and continuous crappy jokes. 
  

Ask me about: Football, Ball Committee, Social Committee, History 
Society, The Durham Union Society (weekly debates with invited 
speakers - Durham University’s oldest and largest society - more info 
can be found at https://dus.org.uk).  
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Course: Geography (Bsc) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: Go to tea and toast after nights out in Freshers’ Week. Not only do you sober up 
with free food, but you also get to meet loads of new people. 
 
Contact me: cerys.edwards@durham.ac.uk   

Cerys Edwards 

 
 
Course: lol who knows (Business and Management for legit) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: Get stuck in, give everything and shot and you never know what you’ll enjoy. Even if you 
don’t drink, come to the Undie and get a softie and chat to people and you’ll make loads of 
awesome friends. 
 

Contact me: charles.mckeever@durham.ac.uk  
 

Charlie McKeever 

 
 
Course: Psychology (Psych and Philosophy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: My advice, honestly, would be to relax. Find what you love and throw yourself into it – 
but equally if you don’t happen across your people or your passions right away, don’t stress; try 
new things and just enjoy what you can. Also do your washing! 
 

Contact me: eleanor.r.seymour@durham.ac.uk 

Ellie Seymour 

Meet the Freps! 

She/ Her 

Ask me about: DU Hockey, Palatinate (the student newspaper), 
Ents committee, castle panto, CCA secondary education. 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Post formal trips to Jimmies - definitely 
the best club in Durham.  

She/ Her 

Ask me about: Fem Soc, IKEA society, environmentalism and getting lost 
(I’m pretty good at it). 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Chatting for hours in the hall after meals – or 
alternatively, that time I dressed up as Waterloo Station and accidentally 
got my (new) toilet brush stuck on a stranger’s jumper en route to the bar. 

He/ Him 

Ask me about: The Undie, Business, Physics, badminton, the exec, college 
office, the wider university, VBC, squash, Lumley Castle - literally anything 
(I’ve been here for AGES). 
 

Favourite Castle Memory: Learning the chants in Freshers’ Week then 
teaching them over the next few years as I frepped, and of course running 
the ghost tour - soooo fun. 
 
Top Tip: Get stuck in, give everything and shot and you never know what 
you’ll enjoy. Even if you don’t drink, come to the Undie and get a softie 
and chat to people and you’ll make loads of awesome friends. 
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Course: Computer Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: Just to get stuck into everything. Obviously, study and work hard, but you've got loads 
more free time compared to high school (especially in first year) to find good friends and good 
activities to make the start of your uni life a blast! 
 
Contact me: enoch.omale@durham.ac.uk 
 

Enoch Omale 

 
Course: Geography (BA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: Strepsils, strepsils, strepsils - it’s tricky to introduce yourself when you can’t speak 
from ruining your voice 3 nights into freshers. 
 
Contact me: grace.m.calder@durham.ac.uk  

Grace Calder 

 
 
Course: Biological Sciences 
 
Ask me about: Badminton, Judo, Biology. 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: Freshers flu isn’t a myth! Be prepared to buy lots of Lemsip. 
 
Contact me: joshua.j.southworth@durham.ac.uk 
 

Josh Southworth 

Meet the Freps! 

Favourite Castle Memory: My favourite memory has got to be 
seeing everyone in Owengate dressed up as each other for a themed 
bar crawl. 

He/ Him 

She/ Her 

He/ Him 

Ask me about: Football (college), Futsal (college/DU), Art Society, Film 
Making Society, ACS (and Nigerian Society), Christian Union (and college 
Chapel), also ask me for a good movie/tv show/anime recommendation! 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Any of the times playing Mario Kart with friends 
in the Undie (our college bar). 
 

Ask me about: Panto, Arts week (ask me about the golden statue), 
Mixed lacrosse (see you for socials!!), Durham Student Theatre (DTS), 
Castle Community Action (CCA). 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Castle pres (called hermits, but you’ll soon 
find out all about that) on Palatinalps (the university ski trip). 
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Course: Finance  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: Sign up to loads of different sports and societies at the Castle Freshers’ Fair. Great 
way to get involved and meet new people! 
 
Contact me: kiran.doshi@durham.ac.uk 

Kiran Doshi 

 
 
Course: Modern Languages & Cultures  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: Get involved as much as you can, especially in first term. You’ll get to meet so 
many different people, make great friends, and discover skills you didn’t think you had. 
 
Contact me: margot.v.calame@durham.ac.uk 

Margot Calame 

 
 
Course: Chemistry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: Bring a doorstop. Just trust me, it will come in handy. Saves you running to the 
porters in your towel when you locked yourself out of your room after going to the 
shower! 
 
Contact me: rachel.l.burgin@durham.ac.uk 
 

Meet the Freps! 

Rachel Burgin  

Ask me about: Formals, college, university sport and volunteering (I'm 
the treasurer of Outreach - Castle's charity/ volunteering society). 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Ladies night and meeting my college family at 
parent formal.   
 

Ask me about: Chemistry, volunteering, lacrosse, CCA Homeless 
Division. 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: When I proposed to Margot (another Frep) 
in French to college marry me after a Formal in the Courtyard. 
 

He/ Him 

She/ Her 

Ask me about: Volunteering for CCA, running, coxing, lacrosse, 
college Panto, being an international student. 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: When my college wife Rachel, another 
Frep, proposed to me in French!  
 

She/ Her 
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Course: French and Spanish  
 
 
 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: In Feb 2020 the Ball Committee Chair hosted a dinner to celebrate the 
successes of the two previous Castle balls, and it was a wicked evening! Can’t go wrong with wine 
and good company, am I right? 
 
Top Tip: HAVE FUN! Don’t stress about making good mates from day 1 - just concentrate on having 
a blast and enjoying yourself! That way, you’ll have a fantastic first year. 
 
Contact me: stella.a.peterson@durham.ac.uk  

 
 
Course: Geography (BA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: Embrace every opportunity that comes your way! University is an amazingly diverse place, 
where you can get involved in almost anything. This ranges from university led societies, college sports, 
volunteering, bar crawls and nights out in Durham's finest club, Jimmies! Take full advantage of this, 
particularly in your first year when you have the most free-time.  
 
Contact me: sophie.watts@durham.ac.uk 

Sophie Watts 

Stella Peterson 

 
 
Course: French and German 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Favourite Castle Memory: Bierfest - laughing and dancing with friends dressied inininininnin 
dressed in lederhosen while beer was getting spilt over everything and everyone. 
 
Top Tip: Take pictures of everything - you won’t realise at the time what becomes a memory. 
 
Contact me: jxrb34@durham.ac.uk 
 

Tom Johnson 

Meet the Freps! 

She/ Her 

Ask me about: Geography, Castle Community Action, college hockey, The 
Durham Union and Jimmies! 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Every single night in the Undie (our college bar) 
which ended in a trip to Jimmies has a very special place in my heart!  

He/ Him 

Ask me about: Musical life at Durham - I was a part of the Hild Bede 
Chapel Choir and the Durham University Concert Band; travelled to York, 
Manchester, Leeds and Liverpool with them this year. Also a part of the 
Castle Chamber Choir and performed within Castle and around Durham. 
Part of Panto and attended plenty of formals! 
 

She/ Her 

Ask me about: I set up the Castle IKEA Society; I’m DUCK’s (Durham 
University Charities Kommittee) Publicity Offer in 20/21; I do Ballroom & 
Latin dancing with DUDT (Durham University Dancesport Team).  
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 Freps are the epitome of our college     
 
 
 
 

motto: Non Nobis Solum 
(not for ourselves alone) 
 

They are here to help you 
settle into university life. 

 
 
Course: Accounting and Finance  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: My “pre-parent” formal at Anna & Izzie’s place. 
 
Top Tip: Never stop partying... you never know when a pandemic will hit. 
 
Contact me: umang.asif@durham.ac.uk  
 

Umang Asif 

Meet the Freps! 

She/ Her 

Ask me about: Absolutely Anything! From information regarding 
Freshers’ Week to Castle Sports (mainly table-tennis and 
badminton!!), town directions, different societies and anything in 
between.   
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Meet the iFreps! 

The International Fresher Reps (or iFreps) are there to provide guidance and support in 
both International Freshers’ Week and Freshers’ Week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Course: Modern Languages and Cultures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact me: saffron.a.higgins@durham.ac.uk 

Saffron Higgins 
International Society President 

 
 
 
Course: Chinese and International Relations  
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am so excited to meet all of you and welcome you into the Castle community! Please 
feel free to reach out with any questions - we are here to help you and make sure you 
feel supported throughout the week and the rest of the year! 
 
Contact me: avery.e.winningham@durham.ac.uk   

Avery Winningham 
International Society Vice-President   

Interests: Languages, meeting people from all around the world, 
travelling, rowing, gym 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: There are way too many good memories to 
choose from, but I think first year formals best sum up my experience 
at Durham and all the fun that comes with going to uni here!! 

 
They generally know more about how to help with 
international-related problems, such as setting up 
a bank account. 
 
We appreciate that this year will, especially, pose 
difficulties for international freshers, and we are 
here to support you throughout this year and your 
time at Castle. 
 
Please also refer to our International Freshers’ 
Handbook for more information! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

She/ Her 

She/ Her 

Interests: Acting, singing, cello, formals, Players (the club), reading, 
travelling. 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: I have so many amazing memories from 
Castle it’s difficult to choose, but I’d have to say Christmas formal!  
 
I am so excited to meet all of you and welcome you into the Castle 
community! Please feel free to reach out with any questions - we 
are here to help you and make sure you feel supported throughout 
the week and the rest of the year! 
 
Contact me: avery.e.winningham@durham.ac.uk  
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Course: Maths and Computer Science 
 
 
 
 

 
Top Tip: For those coming from sixth forms and large schools, try to drop the mentality of 
having ‘friendship groups’. One of the key parts of socialising at uni, and Castle in particular, 
is to be mixing with all different kinds of people all the time! It’ll massively help to feel more 
at home at Castle rapidly! 
 
Contact me: finn.gagliano@durham.ac.uk  

Finn Gagliano 

 
 
Course: Mathematics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: First year will fly by before you know it! Make the most of what the JCR and the societies 
have to offer and don't be afraid to try something new, especially after Freshers' week! 
 
Contact me: henry.j.miller2@durham.ac.uk 

Henry Miller 

He/ Him 

He/ Him 

Ask me about: I play the cello in Castle Chamber Orchestra, I row for UCBC, 
and last year I tried Ballroom and Latin dancing! 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: I loved Ladies' night - the castle was beautifully 
lit up and exploring the castle with great events made it a night to 
remember! 

Meet the iFreps! 

 
 
Course: Classical Civilization  
 
 
 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Halfway Hall!! (2nd Term Ball). 
 
  
 
 
 
Contact me: chiara.broglia@durham.ac.uk  

Chiara Broglia She/ Her 

Ask me about: College rowing, volunteering with DUSVO or 
Erasmus, since I am in the ESN (Erasmus Student Network) Exec.  

Top Tip: Always remember that the university is equipped to 
help you solve a wide range of problems, so whatever hardship 
you might be facing in the future, never feel embarrassed to ask 
for help.  

Ask me about: Rugby, Football, Arts Week, Femsoc (Castle’s Feminist Society). 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Having the silent disco in the Great Hall at Ladies 
Night (1st term ball), it was surreal to be partying in such a grand building! 
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Course: Anthropology  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Tip: My top tip for freshers would be don’t be afraid to put yourself out there and try new 
things, join as many societies and committees as possible and I guarantee you will find something 
you love! 
 

Contact me: morgan.j.jack@durham.ac.uk 

Morgan Jack 

 
 
Course: Geophysics (previously did a year of a maths degree!) 
 

 
 
climbing, and drinking a LOT of wine! 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: It’s very hard to choose a standout memory (every memory is so 
great!!) but I’d either go with running last year’s iFreshers’ week, or the first rendition of Angels 
during Freshtival at the end of Freshers’ week. June Ball is in a close third!  
 
Top Tip: Don’t be an anti and make the most of your time at Castle- it’ll go very fast- and most 
importantly, watch out for sharks. 
 
Contact me: patrick.r.greenman@durham.ac.uk   
   

Patrick Greenman  

 
 
Course: Philosophy and Politics 
 
Ask me about: College panto, college sport (I play squash), how to    get settled in at the 
get settled in at the start of term. 
 
Favourite Castle Memory: Christmas formal!!!!! 
 
Top Tip: Take advantage of Freshers’ Week and first year to get as involved as possible 
in as much as you can and try to meet as many people as you can!! 
 
Contact me: samuel.rackind@durham.ac.uk 
  

Meet the Ifreps! 

Sam Rackind  

She/ Her 

Ask me about: Castle Entertainment and June ball committee, Drama and 
Charity (Castle Community Action Programme)   
 
Favourite Castle Memory: My favourite memories have to be all times 
spent in our college bar, the Undie, getting to meet new people, all the 
events held there and generally hanging out with my flatmates there. 

He/ Him 

He/ Him 

 
Ask me about: Anything Castle - you name it, I’ve done it! Ball & Social 
Committee, Tech Committee, CCFS, International Society, being a Tour Guide, 
history of the Castle. My other interests include June Ball, formals, organising 
and running events, giving tours of the Castle, travelling, rounders, rock 
climbing, and drinking a LOT of wine! 
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Welfare 
College Welfare is a student led signposting service that works alongside College Office to ensure that 
everyone in Castle is always supported throughout their time at Durham. Our particular College is known 
for providing some of the best pastoral care which range from confidential drop-ins, our renowned tea and 
toast evenings among other activities, and some of the best campaigns across the University.  
 
Many people assume that Welfare is only for those who have an ‘issue’, and while we are ultimately a 
support network, we also form a community in College which does not just comprise of the Welfare Team 
– it is everyone who comes to our teatimes, engages in our campaigns and everything in between. We aim 
to provide lots of fun and varied ways to de-stress, educate and support the positive wellbeing of all those 
at Castle, liaising closely with College Office for more serious concerns. The team itself comprises of 10 
students from 2nd-3rd year typically, co-headed by the two Welfare Officers. The Welfare Team run a 
listening and signposting service through daily teatimes (drop-ins), one-to-ones, provision of free sexual and 
reproductive health supplies, and are readily accessible, contactable and discreet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
welfare issues. This year we are hoping to designate more responsibility to individual members of the team, 
which means that we will be able to run even more activities and mini campaigns than ever before!  
 
Our campaigns are 100% student-led and are centred around issues most pertinent to Durham students and 
our college community. In recent years, campaigns have ranged from Mental Health Awareness Week, to 
SHAG (Sexual Health and Guidance) Week and form a central part of our event calendar in college. In 
October we would like to continue the same momentum by running even more campaigns such as a 
dedicated POC week working with the Durham People of Colour Association, steering welfare away from 
food-based events, and focus on the intersectionality of our Castle community.   
 
Welfare is an incredibly welcoming and open environment for everyone in College to be a part of, and we 
love seeing lots of new faces popping into teatimes and coming along to our activities/ campaigns events. If 
you have any questions at all just drop us a message at castle.welfareofficer@durham.ac.uk and 
castle.campaignsofficer@durham.ac.uk – we’d love to hear from you (and think about applying at the end 
of first year!)  

Throughout the year the team will be responsible for organising  
lots of different welfare activities within college which you can 
choose to come along to – such as educational film nights, yoga/ 
mindfulness sessions, themed formals, visits from Jolene our 
Welfare dog, BSL workshops, arts and crafts (you think of it, we 
can do it!). We also work closely in conjunction with the Durham 
Student Union, societies and University services to provide 
educational campaigns, which seek to increase awareness, open 
up conversations and decrease the stigma surrounding a range of  
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The Welfare Team 

 
 
 
Course: Economics with French 
 
 
 
 
 
Interests: You’ll probably catch me most often around the Castle frisbee team (get involved 
it’s really fun), doing the odd bit of volunteering with CCA, and arguing about football in the 
Undie. 
 

Contact me: darshan.n.patel@durham.ac.uk 

Darshan Patel 
Assistant Campaigns Officer 

 

 

 
Course: Geography (Bsc) 

 
 
 
 
Interests: In my first year I took up coxing for the University College boat club, which I really 
enjoyed even though I’d never even rowed before. My other interests include going to Flat 
White (the best pancakes in Durham!) for brunch and anything yellow. 
 

Contact me: bechan.n.davies@durham.ac.uk 

Bechan Davies 
Assistant Welfare Officer 

 
 
 
Course: Geography (Bsc)  
 
 
 
As a mature student, I hope to bring the experience I have gained over the years to go above 
and beyond my duties and help the Castle community to get the best out of their time at 
University. 
 

Interests: I have a wide range of interests, thanks to having been around a bit longer than 
your average undergraduate. I am a qualified outdoor instructor with particular interest in 
white water kayaking but dabble in various other water and land-based activities. I’ve been 
playing hockey for 21 years and can hold my own in most sports…apart from football. I love 
Film, Music and TV and am keen enough to have an IMDB film watchlist of over 1300 titles. 
My absolute passion is mountain environments, which have provided me with some great 
walking and paddling experiences over the years. 
 

Contact me: kelan.t.ford@durham.ac.uk  
 
 

Kelan Ford 
Assistant Welfare Officer 

 

She/ Her 

He/ Him 

He/ Him 

My Role: As assistant campaigns officer, I’ll be helping out with the 
various campaigns hosted by the welfare team throughout the year. 
I’ll also run the weekly teatimes, and of course be generally available 
for a chat. 

My Role: My role is Assistant Welfare Officer. I wanted to be 
involved in welfare as it is definitely a fundamental part of university 
college, especially as a fresher! It’s great to be part of something so 
integral to people’s time at castle. 

My Role: Alongside the ongoing role of providing peer support and 
signposting for fellow Castle students, my role ranges from weekly 
tea times to assisting the rest of the team during campaign weeks.  
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The Welfare Team 

 
 
 
Course: Theology and Religion  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
and had to deal with damp and mould in our house, along with a load of other issues, so I 
want to be able to help others dealing with issues like that; I also want to be able to create an 
environment where livers out feel they have something worth coming into castle for, through 
social events and formals etc. 
 

Interests: Castle formals, Castle Hockey, Castle ENTs, Castle Toastie Bar, Castle June Ball, (and 
shockingly not castle related St Johns Ambulance), Champagne Soc, Durham’s Coffee Shops. 
 

Contact me: lucinda.welford-carroll@durham.ac.uk 

Lulu Welford-Carroll 
Livers Out Rep 

She/ Her 

 
 
 
Course: Modern Languages and Cultures - French and German 
 
 
 
 
attention to a range of issues and making sure everyone feels supported and happy at Castle. 
 

Interests: languages, history, politics, swimming, dance, mental health and psychology. 
 

Contact me:  caitriona.l.marsh@durham.ac.uk 

Caitriona Marsh 
Assistant Campaigns Officer 

 

She/ Her 

My Role: As one of the Assistant Campaigns Officers I am responsible 
for assisting our Campaigns Officer, Aidan, throughout the year in the 
running of various initiatives as well as general welfare-related duties.  
I am super excited to help set up some great campaigns, drawing 
attention 

My Role: Livers out rep is responsible for helping those who do not live in 
castle accommodation, this can include 2nd and 3rd year livers out, 
mature students, or local students. The livers out rep offers support with 
finding housing and organising bills etc through our livers out handbook, 
and is also responsible for organising livers out events, such as liaising 
with the services manager over livers out formals, welfare G&T time etc. 
I wanted to take on this role as I had a particularly difficult letting agency 
and  

 
 
Course: Politics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interests: Netball, dance and finding new coffee places in Durham. 
 
Contact me: bethanie.l.reeves@durham.ac.uk 
 

Beth Reeves 
Working-Class Officer 

She/ Her 

My Role: I think this is a super important role to have on the 
Welfare team to understand the diverse needs of different 
individuals within our community. I also want to use my personal 
experience at Castle as a working-class student to promote a more 
inclusive and welcoming environment for incoming freshers! 
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The Welfare Team 

 
 
Course: Philosophy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

our community effectively. For many people, entering university is the first time to be 
able to express themselves in a way that reflects who they truly are. It is exciting, but it 
might also be challenging. I want to create a safe space which allows students to come 
and chat to me about navigating their identity at the uni and share their experience with 
other students. I also recognise that other students have a huge impact on LGBT+ 
experience in the college, and for that reason, I look forward to hosting open events that 
will improve castle inclusiveness. In short; if you have any concerns regarding LGBT+, no 
matter your sexuality and gender, I’m the person to talk to! 
 
Interests: There are way too many of them! I love literature, learning about foreign 
cultures and cognitive science. I also care about social issues and politics a lot, and my 
approach to these topics is fully intersectional. 
 
Contact me: lvdz24@durham.ac.uk 

Michel Krysiak 
LGBT+ Rep 

 
 
 
Course: International Relations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
organise two events per term for the members of the committee. Throughout the year, 
you’ll see me hosting Welfare Tea once a week where I will not only show off my tea-
making skills but also provide an environment of ease, devoid of any kind of judgements 
or pre-conceived notions for students, International or otherwise, to discuss any issues 
that maybe troubling them. Be it regarding settling in, homesickness or any logistical 
concern that one might be struggling with. It’ll be responsibility to provide good chat 
along with a warm cup of spiced up cuppa! 
 
Interests: Castle Ents, Durham University Charity K(C)ommittee (DUCK), travelling while 
consuming as many carbs as I can! 
 
Contact me: namrata.hazarika@durham.ac.uk 

Namrata Hazarika 
International Officer 

She/ Her 

They/ Them 

My Role: As an International Officer, it is my responsibility to 
plan and co-organise all events of International Fresher’s 
Week, all the while making sure that all international students 
feel right at home in Castle and also aid them, logistically, in 
terms of their visa and BRP checks. It will also be my 
responsibility to work with the International Society to help 
orga 
 

My Role: I’m an LGBT+ Rep and a president of the Castle Pride Soc. 
That means that I’m in charge of organising Castle’s participation 
in Pride. However, that’s only a very small part of my 
responsibilities. My main aim is to provide support for LGBT+ 
identifying students and to raise awareness about LGBT+ issues in  
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The Welfare Team 

 
 
Course: Economics and Philosophy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact me: navaditya.s.aithani@durham.ac.uk 

Nav Aithani 
People of Colour Officer 

He/ Him 

 
Course: Sociology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interests: Femsoc (our feminist society), Student Theatre, Castle Community Action (CCA) 
volunteering. 
 
Contact me: emma.m.gratte@durham.ac.uk 

Emma Gratte 
Disabilities Officer 

She/ Her 

My Role: My role involves raising awareness of PoC issues in 
College and supporting the PoC community wherever possible. 
 
Interests: I play tennis for Durham University and do a few bits 
and bobs for college. 

My Role: My aims for this role: to create an accessible and safe 
space for people with disabilities to talk about anything and 
everything; to tackle language around disability and narratives 
held by many regarding neuro-diverse people through 
informative events, PowerPoints and talks; to talk to students 
with disabilities about what they want to see within college and 
implement as many of these as possible. 
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People to Know 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
comprised of members from far and wide, from privileged and marginalized backgrounds, 
and holding fast to a beautiful array of beliefs, values, abilities and identities. Together, 
we will explore, take risks, listen, laugh and cry, ask questions, make mistakes, and learn 
as we engage this stage of life’s journey with one another. It is my profound honour to 
lead, learn and grow with each of you! 
 
Contact me: wendy.powers@durham.ac.uk 
 
 
 

Professor Wendy Powers She/ Her 

As the College Principal, my role is all about student 
learning, engagement and success. I pledge to work with the 
dedicated student leaders of the JCR and MCR, the 
esteemed faculty/staff leaders of the SCR, the dedicated 
College staff and our cherished alumni and friends to 
cultivate a collegiate learning community in which each 
student can grow and flourish. Our Castle community is 
comprised 
 

Principal of University College & Associate Vice 
Provost (Education) 

 

Ellen Crabtree 
Vice-Principal 

 

She/ Her 

As part of the College Management Team at Castle, I work 
closely to support the Principal with the strategic 
development of the College community including student 
enrichment and wider student opportunities. I work closely 
with student leaders to support the vital work of the common 
rooms. I also oversee the Student Support provision at the 
College, working closely with the Assistant Principal and 
members of College Office.  
 
Contact me: univcoll.vp@durham.ac.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Lowther 
Assistant Principal 

He/ Him 

The Assistant Principal is responsible for all matters relating 
to student support and wellbeing including support for 
financial difficulties. I am very happy to see students on any 
academic, personal or other matters, as the need arises. I 
am also an Honorary Fellow in the Department of History. 
 
You can contact me directly at univcoll.ap@durham.ac.uk 
or indirectly at univcoll.studentsupport@durham.ac.uk. 
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People to Know 

Castle Operations She/ Her 

Zoë Osborn 
Castle Operations Team Leader 

Mike Wallbank 
Castle Operations Manager 

He/ Him 

Operations are responsible for housekeeping 
and portering throughout College. If you have 
any queries or comments about these, or about 
your rooms or any College facilities, please 
contact us. We also help co-ordinate events 
and student bookings of event and meeting 
spaces once these begin to become available 
again. In the meantime we also co-ordinate 
Social Protection and will be happy to help with 
any queries or concerns in this regard, too. 
 

 

Paula Furness 
College Secretary & Student Support Officer 

She/ Her 

I have two roles: I support the Assistant Principal with the 
College's pastoral and welfare provision to ensure that 
students obtain the most from their time at Durham. I am 
also the College Secretary and support the overall effective 
administration of the College. Acting as first point of contact 
for many internal and external stakeholders of the College, 
my role as secretary contributes to the smooth running of 
the College. 
 
Contact me: paula.furness@durham.ac.uk  
 
 
 
 

 

Linda Beighton 
College Secretary & Student Support Officer 

She/ Her 

I am the first point of contact for students who wish to make an 
appointment to see a member of the Student Support Team and 
I’m responsible for general queries within Admissions & Student 
support. I am also the first point of contact dealing with students 
leave and absence processes. 
 
Contact me: univcoll.studentsupport@durham.ac.uk  
 
 
 
 
 

We have a fantastic team of housekeepers, porters and catering staff who do a brilliant job 
to support the college community and keep everyone safe.  
  
Contact us: castle.operations@durham.ac.uk 
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People to Know 

 
 
 
I work to support the administration of alumni relations within the College. 
 
Contact me: castle.alumni@durham.ac.uk 
 

Karl Rouleau 
Administrator  

He/ Him 

 

Jamie Short 
Food & Beverage Service Manager  

He/ Him 

I can help with any questions or queries regarding 
Catering, Bar, Cafe and Events. Including private 
events, Balls etc. Also if anyone has questions 
regarding special diets, employment on the Bar/Café 
or how we have made our Catering COVID safe, please 
get in touch. 
 
Contact me: jamie.short@durham.ac.uk 
 

 

Gemma Lewis 
Curator of Durham Castle and Museum of Archaeology 

 

She/ Her 

Responsible for Durham Castle Museum and involved 
with caring for and protecting of the historic fabric. Also 
involved with public access to Durham Castle, the 
Durham Castle Tours, and some student events and 
activities.   
 
Contact me: gemma.lewis@durham.ac.uk 
 

Non Nobis Solum 
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General Hints & Tips 

Everybody will be in the same position as you. Therefore, there’s no other time like Freshers’ Week 
where you’ll be able to go up and talk to anyone you want, so be confident and make the most of 
it.  
 
Join the group “Castle Freshers 2020 (University College)” on Facebook. It’ll prove a very useful 
resource. You’ll be able to chat with others about to join Castle, as well as ask questions of the 
Freshers’ Reps (Freps) and Exec members. Also check out our student Instagram “castlejcr” and our 
college account “universitycollegedurham”. 
 
Sign up for numerous clubs/societies during Freshers’ Week. They’re an easy way to meet lots of 
people quickly and will prove very enjoyable. Keep in mind, you’re allowed to drop out of something 
if you’re not enjoying it/haven’t got enough time!  
 
Don’t forget the University Freshers’ Fair during your first week, where you’ll be exposed to what 
feels like thousands of clubs. However, don’t hand over any money until you are certain you want 
to commit, mainly because college sports clubs/societies usually prove more popular.  
 
Some people don’t enjoy Freshers’ Week, that is just the way it is sometimes. You wouldn’t be 
unusual if you’re one of them. It can be overwhelming because it’s designed to introduce you to a 
lot of new people. That’s why the Welfare Team is around, to have a chat. However, as you find 
your circle of friends, you’ll only have more and more fun as the term goes on.  
 
Check with your parents whether your home insurance covers you in Durham, if not then look into 
viable options, or ask our advice on arrival.  
 
Make sure you’ve set up a student bank account; normally they will offer around £1000 interest 
free overdrafts. If you are an international student, we’ll help you during International Freshers’ 
Week! Have some sort of budget - students often hit their overdraft quickly, but rest assured that 
it’s not mandatory for having a good time.  
 
Your loan may arrive late; therefore try to have enough money in your account to legislate for this. 
However, please speak to us if there is a problem, we’re here to help and the University and college 
has procedures to help you out. 
 
When sending an email on DUO, clicking the “To” button will open a box that’ll allow you to search 
for people by their surname. This will be obvious to some people; however, some people only 
realise it at the end of second year! 
 
Go to your lectures / tutorials! It may sound obvious, but it’s what you’re here for! Without lectures 
you’ll not know the nature of your modules, meaning that you’ll be struggling come the exam 
period. Unexplained absence can also trigger an Academic Progress Notice. The Assistant Principal 
(David Lowther), and College Mentors are here to support you if you struggle with your academic 
work. Many departments also have Academic Advisors/ Tutors as well. 
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Year groups are relatively immaterial at Castle. There’s a good chance that some of your 
closest friends will be members of different years. This integration happens so well here 
because of our college sports teams, societies and committees, so make the most of those! 
Also, as you go through university life, you constantly have the opportunity to meet new 
people and make new friends - embrace this! 
 
Your time here will fly by. While Castle will always be your home, you have to soak up every 
single second and make the most of everything being here offers. Not many people get to 
call a stunning World Heritage Site their home - you are part of something very special here.  
 
As we near the end of this handbook, we just want to ask that you respect your 
accommodation and college. Our staff, who are an important part of the college community, 
look after your room and facilities. Out of courtesy, please clean up after yourself and be 
friendly towards everyone. We are very lucky to have such a brilliant group of staff to support 
us and they are an integral part of our college community. 
 
That brings us to probably the most valuable tip in this handbook: make an effort to get to 
know the Castle Community. It is what we stand for as a college and, as students, we are 
fundamentally supported every day by the members of College Office, the Porters and the 
cleaning and kitchen staff.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Few Last Things… 
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Useful Contacts 
Coming to university, you can often feel like you are being bombarded with information, 
so we have summarised some useful contacts for you here: 
 
Members of College Office 

• wendy.powers@durham.ac.uk (for Wendy, Castle’s Principal) 
• univcoll.vp@durham.ac.uk (for Ellen, Castle’s Vice Principal) 
• univcoll.studentsupport@durham.ac.uk (for Castle’s Student Support Office) 
• univcoll.ap@durham.ac.uk (for David, who provides student support and 

wellbeing, including academic, financial and personal concerns or questions). 
• castle.operations@durham.ac.uk (for Mike/ Zoë, with queries to do with 

accommodation or college facilities). 
• paula.furness@durham.ac.uk (for Paula, our College Secretary) 
• linda.beighton@durham.ac.uk (for Linda, our Student Admissions & Support 

Secretary) 
• elaine.bedford@durham.ac.uk (for Elaine, with financial issues or queries) 

The Porters Lodge - 0191 334 3800 
 
Welfare Contacts 
castle.welfareofficer@durham.ac.uk (For Lucy, the Head of Student Welfare) 
castle.campaignsofficer@durham.ac.uk (For Aidan, the Welfare Campaigns Officer) 
 
Join us on social media by following us on Instagram at ‘castlejcr’ and 
‘universitycollegedurham’ and by joining our Facebook group ‘Castle Freshers 2020 
(University College, Durham)’.  
 
For more information please go our JCR website: https://castlejcr.com. 
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Gentlemen of Castle, come from near and far (Near and Far!), Now the race is over, we're heading 

for the bar (bum, bum, bum), Nearer still and nearer, on to victory (Victory!), Floreat Castellum, 

pride of varsity, (dum, dum, dum), Floreat Castellum, balls to SRC! 

 See you soon! ~ Non Nobis Solum ~ 

This is our College Song! We will be teaching it to you when you’re up in Durham! 


