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Dear Postgraduate Student
Welcome! I am delighted that you will be joining Durham University as 
a postgraduate student. We have a thriving and vibrant postgraduate 
community, representing over 150 different countries. Our reputation for 
excellence in both teaching and research that will provide an outstanding 
platform for your future career, in whatever it is that you choose to do. Our 
Alumni frequently comment on the influence their time at Durham has had 
on them and how this is something they take with them throughout their life.

Research excellence is at our core and you will be working with academics 
who are renowned experts in their field of study. As you transition to 
postgraduate study you will receive support to help you find your place 
in Durham’s research intensive community, and guidance to help cultivate 
independence in your studies as your ideas develop. In your department you’ll 
be part of an established intellectual community that is passionate about your 
subject and dedicated to helping you become integrated within it.  

Durham is a collegiate university. Our colleges offer supportive and friendly 
living environments where you will be a member of an international and 
multidisciplinary community. Not only will you be warmly welcomed into 
the community, but you will also be invited to participate in a wide range 
of activities that will support your intellectual and personal development.  
Durham’s unique environment that enables our postgraduate students to 
engage in interdisciplinary dialogue, both informally and through lectures 
and other events. I encourage you to take advantage of all aspects of 
college life; you won’t regret it. 

Taking on postgraduate study is demanding and will present many new 
challenges for you.  For some of you this may be your first time living in a 
different country. I recognise that there is a lot to learn and take in during 
your first few weeks at Durham, but if at any point you require advice 
and guidance there will be many people in your Department, College and 
Professional Support Services who will be happy to help you - you just need 
to ask. 

Whilst you will be thinking of the start of your studies, I don’t want you 
to forget that Durham offers you tremendous support to help you think 
about and plan for your future career. When I talk to students at graduation 
ceremonies one thing I hear regularly is that they wish they had visited 
Careers and Enterprise (C&E) sooner. This is very good advice regardless 
of the path you are pursuing.  I hope that you make time to visit Catherine 
Richardson and her team; they will be delighted to welcome you and provide 
you with all the advice and guidance you need in thinking about personal 
development planning and enhancing skills development. 

On behalf of the University, may I offer you our very best wishes for your 
time here, particularly in your academic studies

Inspiring the extraordinary



Durham University is committed to environmental 
sustainability, and to making the most effective and 
efficient use of all its resources. For this reason, and 
to ensure you have access to relevant and up-to-date 
information not just during the first few weeks of  
your study, but throughout your entire time at the 
University, we have made the Postgraduate Welcome 
Guide available electronically. 

To access the Postgraduate Welcome Guide, please  
visit the weblink indicated below.

From there you can access support and information  
for all your learning, teaching and research activities 
across the University.

The Postgraduate Welcome 
Guide aims to provide you with 
key information about what is  
required of you, what you can  
expect and where and how to  
get help.

Please visit:  
durham.ac.uk/experience/welcome

You may find it useful to keep this flyer handy or pinned to your notice board for easy reference
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For information on: 
•  Finance & Tuition Fees

•  Your Rights &  
 Responsibilities

•  Departmental Contact  
 Details

•  Studying at Durham  
 University

•  Student Support Services

•  IT Facilities

•  Online Enrolment

•  Library Facilities

•  Student Organisations
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