
DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE
BY EXAMINATION AND DISSERTATION

1. Graduates of this or another approved University or candidates with specially approved qualifications
may be admitted to the degree of Master of Science by complying with these regulations.
 2. Candidates shall qualify for admission to the degree by attending under one of the methods below an
Approved Advanced Course in the Faculty of Science, satisfying the examiners in a written examination,
and submitting a satisfactory dissertation:

(a) twelve months, or exceptionally twenty-four months, full-time;
(b) twenty-four months part-time unless otherwise specified in the special regulations for a course.

Candidates must also comply with any requirements listed in the special regulations for Approved
Advanced Courses.

The degree shall not be awarded until after candidates have completed their approved period of study.
 3. An approved Advanced Course shall be a course of advanced teaching and supervised research under
the direction of one or more Boards of Studies.  Each course shall last for a minimum of twelve, and a
maximum of twenty-four calendar months (unless otherwise specified in the special regulations for a course)
normally starting from a date near the beginning of the Michaelmas Term.  Details are in the special
regulations.
 4. Before entering on their course of study candidates for an Approved Advanced Course must apply
through the Registrar to the Graduate School Committee for approval as candidates for the degree after
gaining the approval of the Chairman or Chairwoman of the appropriate Board of Studies and, if full-time,
the offer of a place in a College or Society.
 5. Candidates not already matriculated in the University must matriculate during the Michaelmas Term.

As a matriculation requirement students whose native language is not English must have shown
evidence of their general proficiency in the English language.  If it should appear during the first term of
their course that such candidates' attainment in the English language is not fully adequate for M.Sc. study,
they may be required by the Graduate School Committee to undertake, at their own expense, an approved
course of instruction in the English language or to withdraw.  If candidates wish to proceed the Committee
will then satisfy itself either that they have become competent to proceed with M.Sc. study or that their
registration must be terminated.  If the candidate is deemed competent to proceed with M.Sc. study, the
Graduate School Committee shall determine in each individual case whether any of the period spent in
receiving English language instruction may be counted towards the requirements for the M.Sc. degree.
 6. Candidates are required to Keep Term as provided in paragraph 1 of Section V of the University
General Regulations.  Failure so to do will render a student liable to be required to withdraw from the
University under the provisions of that section.
 7. An Approved Advanced Course under regulation 2(a) is a full time course in the University except that
candidates may undertake paid duties in the University if the time given thereto, including time required for
preparation, does not exceed six hours per week.
 8. Candidates wishing to spend a period away from Durham for the purposes of their course must obtain
permission from the Graduate School Committee.
 9. In order to satisfy the examiners, candidates must demonstrate advanced knowledge of the subject of
their course, including a satisfactory knowledge of the literature of the subject.  In both the examination
papers and dissertation, the subject must be dealt with in a competent manner.  Candidates are expected to
display critical discrimination and a sense of proportion in evaluating evidence and the opinions of others.
Their dissertations must be clear, well-written and orderly in arrangement.  It is not necessary, however, that
candidates' work should constitute an original contribution to knowledge or be worthy of publication.
10. Written examinations will be held at the times stated in the special regulations for each course.
Candidates who fail a written examination may be required, if the examiners so recommend, to withdraw
from the course forthwith and not proceed with further study or the preparation of a dissertation.
11. Dissertations (two copies) on topics chosen in consultation with the teachers supervising the course
must be submitted to the Course Director by the date required in the special regulations for the course.  Any
extension of that date requires the prior approval of the Board of Examiners or of the Graduate School
Committee if it extends beyond the approved period of study.
12. Candidates may be required to present themselves for an oral examination.
13. Candidates must satisfy the examiners in the examination as a whole.  On the recommendation of the
Board of Examiners the degree of Master of Science with Distinction may be awarded.
14. The Graduate School Committee may, on the recommendation of the examiners, permit unsuccessful
candidates to re-enter for the examination in the year following the completion of their course, unless
otherwise specified in the special regulations for a course.  Such candidates must resit the written
examination and submit a revised dissertation unless the Graduate School Committee has granted exemption
from a part of the examination.  Candidates may re-enter for the examination on one occasion only.
15. Applications for re-entry to the examinations must be made to the Examinations and Student Records
Section of the Academic Office by 15 January, or such other date as may be specified in the special



regulations for a course and must be accompanied by the appropriate fee.  Candidates retaking the written
examination shall sit at the same time as the candidates in the year following as prescribed in the special
regulations for each course.  Revised dissertations must be submitted to the Course Director in the following
year by the date required in the special regulations for the course.
16. A candidate registered for the degree of Master of Science by Advanced Course has the right to appeal
against academic decisions relating to his or her candidature in accordance with the Academic Appeals
Regulations contained in Section VII of the General Regulations printed in University Calendar.

Note: The University has approved a Grievance Procedure for Postgraduates, copies of which may be obtained from the
Registrar via the Graduate School Office or from the President of DSU.


