
Durham City  
Self-Guided Tour
Welcome to Durham University and the City 
of Durham; we are delighted that you have 
chosen to visit us.

Durham University is uniquely located in a World Heritage 
site, juxtaposing state-of-the-art facilities with charming 
historic buildings. Our students enjoy living and studying 
in a top UK University which provides them with the tools 
to excel academically, with a focus on the wider student 
experience. Each academic department is committed  
to research-led teaching, ensuring that students learn 
first-hand about cutting edge developments in their  
field of study from the academics involved in research.  
Our supportive collegiate system, together with 
professional support services, ensures the well-being 
of all our students, by providing welfare and pastoral 
support, as well as a host of additional opportunities to 
get involved – whether a paid position as an ambassador, 
or the opportunity to participate in one of the many clubs 
and societies based within one of our colleges.

This self-guided tour will help you to navigate your  
way round the University site. Use our 360 images  
https://sites.durham.ac.uk/durham-360 with this guide 
before you visit to get an idea of what to look out for.  
You may pick and choose parts of the tour, or complete 
the whole circuit. Taking the whole tour at a steady 
pace you can expect it to take approximately two hours. 
Please be aware that as Durham is a historic city some 
of the terrain may be challenging especially for those 
with mobility difficulties. To discuss this please contact 
Disability Service on T: +44 (0)191 334 8115.

Thank you for visiting Durham University, we hope you 
enjoy your tour.

The city centre is within 15 minutes walk of Lower 
Mountjoy: at the Whitechurch junction take the right 
fork down Church Street past St Oswald’s Church. 
Follow the bend downhill; you will see a pedestrian 
crossing. Dunelm House, the home to Durham Students’ 
Union  is located on the left. Feel free to call in and 
have a look around or visit the Riverside Café on the 
ground floor, which boasts spectacular views across the 
River Wear. Continuing down New Elvet from Dunelm 
House you will pass some of the University’s facilities 
and lecture theatres on the left hand side. These 
buildings, known as Elvet Riverside buildings  
1 and 2 , are also home to Liberal Arts, and the  
School of Modern Languages and Cultures. 

Turning left at the traffic lights ahead, you will cross 
Elvet Bridge to access the city centre where you will 
find a range of high street and bespoke shops, pubs, 
restaurants and visitor attractions. Alternatively, turn 
right at the traffic lights and continue on to Old Elvet. 
Here you will find the department offices for Philosophy 

 and Sport, Sociology and Criminology , and  
St Cuthbert’s Society (Parsons Field) .

To visit the College of St Hild and St Bede  head 
towards the river and cross over heading up Leazes 
Road. Continue up the hill and you will pass the School 
of Education  on your right and just beyond this is  
the College of St Hild and St Bede.
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The area known as ‘the hill’ is home to a number of our 
colleges which can be found on both sides of South Road. 
Walking up from the Whitchurch junction you will see our 
Teaching and Learning Centre  on the right opposite 
the Ogden Centre, part of Physics . The Teaching and 
Learning Centre provides additional study space for all 
our students as well as housing DCAD (Durham Centre 
for Academic Development) who help develop and 
enhance the academic skills of students whilst at Durham. 
On passing the centre you will notice signs for St Mary’s 
College . Continuing up South road you will pass 
Teikyo University  before passing Grey College , and 
Collingwood College  both located on the left hand 
side of the road. A right turn will take you down Elvet Hill 
Road passing Van Mildert College  on your left and 
Trevelyan College  on your right. Further along Elvet 
Hill Road you will find an additional entrance, down a long 
driveway, to St Mary’s College , on your right and the  
Al-Qasimi building, the departmental home of 
Government and International Affairs , on your left.

Mill Hill Lane runs left from Elvet Hill Road and leads you 
to the front entrance of Van Mildert College  with 
the Oriental Museum , on your right. Further up you 
will pass St Aidan’s College  before finally reaching 
Durham Business School . 

As you continue up South Road you will find the homes 
of Josephine Butler College  and Stephenson 
College  on your left. Opposite the Howlands Park  
and Ride facility you will see John Snow College   
and South College .

A visit to the Botanic Gardens  provides a useful 
shortcut to Hollingside Lane and a footpath leading 
to Upper Mountjoy where you will find Computing 
and Mathematical Sciences  Biosciences  
and Psychology  via the Mountjoy Centre  an 
administrative building. A footpath links Upper  
Mountjoy with Lower Mountjoy.

The Hill Colleges

Durham University  
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The ancient Market Place (grid reference D2/3) is a 
bustling hive of activity. From the market place you 
need to head up Saddler Street to reach Palace Green. 
Follow the signs to the Cathedral and Castle. Where 
the road forks, turn right and follow the hill upwards 
where the Cathedral will slowly come into view. Walking 
clockwise around the Green you will pass The Union 
Society debating chambers followed by the Pemberton 
Rooms. Café on Green is a great spot to sit, relax and 
take five. The final building on this side of the Green is 
Abbey House home to Theology and Religion . You 
can take the left road, Dun Cow Lane, to take a short 
cut to our Bailey Colleges or continue around Palace 
Green passing Music , Palace Green Library  and 
finally University College .

The area known as ‘the Bailey’ is located within the loop 
of the River Wear. From the market place you head as 
if you are going to Palace Green and instead of taking 
the right fork bear left. You will pass the Assembly 
Rooms Theatre, the heart of student theatre at Durham, 
History, and Classics and Ancient History  on your 
right, and Hatfield College  on your left. Continuing 
along North Bailey you will see where Dun Cow Lane 
joins North Bailey from Palace Green. You can continue 
along North Bailey where you will see St Chad’s College 

, St John’s College  and St Cuthbert’s Society  
(Bailey Site) all located on the right hand side of the 
road. St Cuthbert’s Society is a split site college with 
its other site at Parsons Field . Alternatively you can 
go down Bow Lane and across Kingsgate Bridge which 
brings you out near the Durham Students’ Union.

Palace Green

All University Accommodation is based in one 
of our colleges and every Durham University 
student belongs to a college. There are 16 
colleges located across Durham City, with a 
brand new 17th college, South College, due to 
open in 2020. Colleges are so much more than 
just the place where you will live, every college 
provides a sense of community and belonging, 
which stays with you all the time you are a 
student here and long after you leave!

Degrees are not taught in college. All teaching 
is done in academic departments. Colleges 
provide an informal setting to continue 
learning, to socialise and personally develop. 
The collegiate system at Durham provides  
you with experiences that can help you 
graduate with so much more than just  
a degree! For more information visit  
durham.ac.uk/experience/colleges/

What is a college?
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The area known as Mountjoy is the location 
for student services, the Bill Bryson library 
and a number of academic departments. 

The Bill Bryson Library  can be found on one corner 
of Lower Mountjoy, at the crossroads where South 
Road meets Stockton Road. Did you notice ‘What 
Lies Beneath Us’ embedded within the footpath? It’s a 
sculpture of the British Isles representing three billion 
years of the geological age of the Earth and is made of 
different rocks representing the geology of the country.

The library is next to the Palatine Centre . This is 
home to both the Law School and all professional 
support services for students (Access and 
Engagement; Counselling; Careers and Enterprise; 
Disability Support; International Office; Student 
Immigration and Funding Office). 

You will also find Experience Durham, which co-ordinates 
a host of wider student experience opportunities based in 
the Palatine Centre along with the Palatine Café for staff 
and visitors.

Opposite the library is Geography  and to the left is a 
large, circular building. This is the Calman Learning Centre 

 which houses state of the art lecture theatres used by 
all academic departments, with the Calman Café situated 
on the ground floor – a good place to stop for lunch or a 
coffee between lectures. Connected and sitting behind 
the Calman Learning Centre, accessible from either side, 
is the Arthur Holmes Building , home to Earth Sciences 
and Combined Honours in Social Sciences.

Other academic departments located at Lower 
Mountjoy include: Anthropology and Archaeology , 
located in the Dawson Building noticeable due to  
the red brick construction, Chemistry and Natural  
Sciences  with the red atrium entrance (one of 
five entrances so don’t get lost), Physics  located 
in the Rochester Building and Engineering  in the 
Higginson Building. 

Computer Sciences currently shares a departmental 
building with Engineering and Mathematical Sciences 
shares with Chemistry. They will relocate to Upper 
Mountjoy in September 2020. 

Taking the path between the Arthur Holmes  
Building  and the Engineering Building  you can 
make your way to Upper Mountjoy, where you will find 
Biosciences , Psychology  and Computing and 
Mathematical Sciences  (from 2020). It takes no more 
than 10 minutes to reach Upper Mountjoy via this route.

Mountjoy
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Railway Station to Market Place
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Elvet Riverside to Mountjoy
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Durham University 
Sport & Wellbeing 

Park

No Building Grid Ref

Durham University Business School A8

Economics and Finance A8

St Aidan’s College A7 / A8

Oriental Museum B8

Van Mildert College B8 / C8

Government and International Affairs:  
Al-Qasimi Building B7

Collingwood College D8

Botanic Garden D9

Grey College D8

Trevelyan College C7 / C8

St Mary’s College C6 / C7

Biosciences E7

Physics D7

Bill Bryson Library E6

Computer Science (until Sept 2020) E7

Engineering E7

Chemistry E6

Mathematical Sciences (until Sept 2020) E7

Natural Sciences E6

St Cuthbert’s Society (Bailey) C5

St John’s College D5

Palace Green Library D3

St Chad’s College D4

Hatfield College D4

Music C3

University College (Durham Castle) D3

Teaching and Learning Centre D6 / D7

Elvet Riverside 1 and 2 E3

Liberal Arts E4

Modern Languages and Cultures E3

Durham Students’ Union (Dunelm House) E4

Philosophy F7

Education Studies G2

College of St Hild and St Bede G2 / H2

No Building Grid Ref

Sports and Wellbeing Park I6 / I7

English Studies E5

Computer Science (from Sept 2020) E8

Mathematical Sciences (from Sept 2020) E6

Sport and Exercise Sciences F3

Sociology and Criminology F3

Geography D6

Anthropology (Dawson Building) E6

Archaeology (Dawson Building) E6

Calman Learning Centre E6 / E7

Combined Honours in Social Sciences E6 / E7

Earth Sciences, Arthur Holmes Building E7

Psychology E7

Mountjoy Centre (Administrative Building) E8

Assembly Rooms Theatre  
(Durham Student Theatre) D3

Classics and Ancient History D3

History D3

St Cuthbert’s Society, (Parsons Field) G4

Teikyo University C7

Ustinov College (@ Sheraton Park) B10 / C10

Josephine Butler College C10

Theology and Religion D4

Careers and Enterprise (Palatine Centre) E6

Counselling Service (Palatine Centre) E6

Disability Support (Palatine Centre) E6

Law School (Palatine Centre) E6

Palatine Centre E6

John Snow College A9

Stephenson College C10

South College B9
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The impressive Sports and Wellbeing Park is set in 
spacious grounds and boasts an indoor rowing tank,  
a world-class fencing piste, indoor cricket hall, a 12 court 
multi-use sports hall, a martial arts dojo, a fitness suite,  
purpose-built recovery facilities, a high-performance 
weights room, a performance analysis suite, and a full 
range of outdoor pitches. For full details on our sport 
facilities visit durham.ac.uk/experience/sport.

With Whitechurch on your left, walk along Stockton 
Road, passing the Palatine Centre on your right, 
towards the roundabout where you should take  
the third exit signposted for Bowburn and Coxhoe.  
Follow the road downhill where you will see the  
Sports and Wellbeing park on the left hand side.  
It takes approximately 15 minutes to walk from  
Lower Mountjoy to the Park.

Other areas of interest include English Studies  which 
is located on Hallgarth Street and Ustinov College  
which provides postgraduate student accommodation 
and is based at Sheraton Park.

Sports and  
Wellbeing Park

What else is there to see?
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Find out more
Visit durham.ac.uk/study/ug/visit
For enquiries visit durham.ac.uk/study/askus


