
 
Advice for researching university courses 

TEXT: What advice would you give an applicant researching courses for university? 

NM: First of all, the basic research on a course: what are you interested and what courses are 

available? For history for instance, you might think of History but there are also Joint Honours 

programmes and other allied field such as Archaeology and Classics, for instance. That would be the 

basics I would suggest. Second, I would think about what kind of course you’re interested in. The 

History course at Durham is very broad geographically, chronologically and in terms of the types of 

history we do. So you need to think about is that the kind of thing I’m interested in or am I only 

interested in Modern History, for instance? 

GM: It is important, and it might sound obvious, to forensically investigate what is available in the 

course. Check the websites and the details of the websites to see what modules are available 

throughout the duration of the three or four year degree. In Geography for example, you will find 

that not every department has the same level of expertise. You might think that each geography 

degree is quite standardised and each department will endeavour to try to cover as much as they 

can, but every department has limitations. I think as an applicant you should be looking at which 

sorts of degrees in which places will satisfy your interest. If you’re interested in environmental 

geography, does this feature on the website? If you’re interested in geo-politics, I know for a fact 

there is a lot of that in the A-level course; does the department offer these things? They are what 

really matters in terms of applicants looking at where to apply. 

NM: Finally, think a little outside your course. At Durham, you can take up to two modules from 

outside your department in your first and second year without being a formal Joint Honours student. 

So if you think I’m primarily interested in one subject but still like another there are opportunities to 

do that. You might want to think about whether the courses you’re interested in give you that 

opportunity. 

 


