
 
Advice for applicants to demonstrate their academic ability 

TEXT: How would you advise applicants to demonstrate their academic ability for the course? 

NM: For subjects like history don’t just list the books you’ve read or, for history, the historical sites 

you have visited, what we’re looking for is your take on those things so not just your conclusions but 

why you came to that conclusions. Why is it that X’s book is more interesting or more convincing 

than Y? What other issues came up, perhaps questions you feel were not answered. If you’re talking 

about historical sites, what is it that about those sites that change or shape the way you think about 

a subject? 

GM: It might be quite useful for applicants to demonstrate some reflection, maybe to pick one or 

two topics they’re particularly interested in and reveal where that interest came from. That might be 

from a textbook, often that might be from a field trip, or a holiday, novel or TV programme; it could 

come from a variety of sources. Be prepared and candid about this source and say a little bit about 

what it was about this source of inspiration that made you think, or maybe even made you change 

your views, about this topic or the understanding of the particular process. In terms of geography, 

this could range of sea-level rise right through to geographic inequalities in healthcare. 

NM: Enthusiasm is really important as you’re going to be studying this subject for three years and we 

want you to enjoy it. But it’s not just enough to say you’re enthusiastic or passionate, they’re the 

clichés. You need to demonstrate how or why you’re enthusiastic about something. That might be 

from some extra-curricular activities related to your subject like working in a museum or visiting 

historical sites. You can then use that to go back to critical ability and reflection: what is it about 

those sites or that work that has changed the way that you think or lead you to think in a different 

way. 

GM: If you’re going to use quotations, academic or well-known, be careful: use them in context and 

explain how they’re relevant to your statement as we really want to find out about you. I think 

something to note really is that not everyone has necessarily come to their full capability and that’s 

where potential comes in and we’re really interested in identifying the potential in applicants. Don’t 

underestimate the extent to which the personal statement can be the vehicle to reveal your genuine 

enthusiasm, passion and curiosity about geography. In a sense, they are what the staff have in 

abundance and we’re looking to eventually come to share those qualities and the genuine interest in 

the geographical world. We see the personal statement as the vehicle to convey those qualities. 

 


