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Call for Papers: ‘Lessons Never Learned? Western Military Power on 
Religious Terrain’ 

As religion diminishes in importance in Western societies, its global significance is growing apace. 
The strength of Islamism in Muslim societies, the rise of Hindu nationalism in India, the 
renaissance of Christianity in China, and the resurgence of Orthodox Christianity in post-
Communist Russia and Eastern Europe serve to underline the very different trajectory of Western 
societies, and the global reality of what Gilles Kepel portrayed as ‘The Revenge of God’. Evident 
by the end of the twentieth century, and growing more obvious into the twenty-first, to what 
extent is this cultural divergence an operational liability for contemporary secular militaries? 
How effectively can secularised Western societies and their military representatives respond to 
conflicts in which religion plays a defining role? To what extent should they be regarded as 
religious actors? To what extent does the operational solution lie in ‘Religious Leader Liaison’ or 
similar initiatives? How can the success of such strategies be quantified? What are the ethical, 
legal and theological problems of such methods, especially when involving non-combatant 
chaplains of various faiths? Is it even realistic to expect Western, post-Christian militaries and 
their personnel to be sensitive to the religious worldview of others- and would it even make a 
difference? What are the psychological obstacles to such religious engagement, and how can they 
be addressed and overcome? Why have Western militaries, returning to often familiar theatres of 
operation, and familiar religious problems, forgotten their past experiences? In view of such 
institutional failures of memory, what historical precedents can be recovered, and could they 
suggest a way forward? This conference seeks to address these and other questions, and invites 
contributors from all relevant disciplines to submit proposals for thirty-minute papers. It is 
intended that the proceedings of the conference will be published as an edited collection of essays. 

The conference will be hosted by the staff of the Armed Forces Chaplaincy Centre (AFCC) and will 
be co-ordinated by Canon Professor Michael Snape (Michael Ramsey Professor of Anglican 
Studies, Durham University), Dr Emma Hanna (Senior Research Fellow, School of History, 
University of Kent), and Dr Alastair Lockhart (Affiliated Lecturer, Faculty of Divinity, University 
of Cambridge).  Four-hundred word abstracts should be copied, along with a one-page CV, to 
michael.snape@durham.ac.uk, E.L.Hanna@kent.ac.uk, and asl21@cam.ac.uk  by Friday 4 May 
2018.  

The International Network for the Study of War and Religion in the Modern World was 
established in 2009 to promote greater communication and collaboration among scholars 
working in the field of war and religion from the eighteenth century to the present. AFCC, Amport 
House, is a constituent College of the Defence Academy, delivering and fostering research, 
education and training, and is the home of Faith across Defence. 
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