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CCS Staff News 
Many congratulations to Tim Guinan, CCS Development 

Executive, on his promotion to Acting Deputy Director of 

Development in the Development and Alumni Relations Office 

(DARO). Tim will continue work with the CCS as part of his 

portfolio. DARO hopes to be in a position to recruit to a fixed-

term support post shortly. 

 Congratulations too to Prof Giles Gasper (CCS staff 

member in the Dept of History) on his promotion to Professor 

in High Medieval History, and to Prof Stefano Cracolici 

(CCS staff member in the School of Modern Languages and 

Cultures) on his promotion to Professor in Italian.  

 

 The CCS is delighted to welcome three new members of 

staff this term:  

Dr Maria Exall, Post-doctoral Research Associate 

in Catholic Social Thought and Practice, a 2-year 

part-time post. Maria has a PhD in Philosophical 

Theology from King's College London on the 

interface between modern rationalism and the 

apophatic tradition. Her research interests include 

moral, political, and mystical theology. She is a 

national trade union representative and labour movement 

activist. Her project is focusing on the challenge of Brexit and 

differing ways we can develop social solidarity in response to 

this. Her research draws on Catholic Social Teaching and the 

use of concepts of universality and relationality in contemporary 

interpretations of the Common Good tradition. 
 

Dr Elizabeth Powell, La Retraite Fellow in 

Theology and Spirituality in the Catholic Tradition, 

a 3-year full-time post. Elizabeth’s research project, 

Travailing Toward Vision: Julian of Norwich and the Art 

of Loving Attention, is an inquiry into forms of vision 

as loving attention. Elizabeth was previously 

Teaching Associate in the Faculty of Divinity, 

University of Cambridge, where she also completed her PhD on 

the theology and art of David Jones. The fellowship is an 

exceptional opportunity to work in constructive theology as an 

integral practice of intellectual discovery and spiritual renewal 

as well as to further dialogue between theology and the arts. 
 

Gregory Ryan, Assistant Professor (Research) in 

Ecclesiology and Receptive Ecumenism, a 3-year 

part-time post. Greg has recently submitted his 

PhD thesis (Durham) on Receptive Ecumenism and 

theological hermeneutics. He is currently Adult 

Formation Advisor for the Hallam Diocese. Prior 

to studying at Durham, Greg had a 25-year career in 

Information Technology. In the new post he will edit a major 

volume on Receptive Ecumenism—including key papers from 

the 2nd and 3rd International Conferences—and will collaborate 

on further publications consolidating and extending the 

theological and practical impact of Receptive Ecumenism. Greg 

will also play a full role in promoting Receptive Ecumenism, 

nationally and internationally. 

 

Report on The Global Christian Forum 
By Revd Dr Gabrielle Thomas, Post-Doctoral Research Associate 

 

During 24-27 April 2018, I spent time in Bogotá, Columbia as a 

participant in The Global Christian Forum (GCF): Third Global 

Gathering, Let Mutual Love Continue. The GCF is a movement 

of representatives from diverse Christian churches, 

organisations and traditions meeting on an equal basis, to 

foster mutual respect and to address common challenges 

together. It especially promotes relationships between and 

among Christian churches and traditions which have not been 

in conversation with each other previously. As a result of this, 

I found myself sharing faith and fellowship with Christians 

representing Catholic, Pentecostal, Evangelical, and Lutheran 

churches, to name a few. 

The programme varied between morning and evening 

plenary sessions in which everyone was present, lunchtime 

workshops, and global groups and regional groups in the 

afternoons. During the global groups, we were each invited to 

speak for five minutes about our personal journey with Jesus 

Christ, which I found a deeply moving experience. I heard of 

the presence of Jesus in the life of a Catholic priest in Gabon, a 

Methodist minister in Ghana, a Pentecostal pastor in Canada, 

and a Lutheran pastor from Argentina, amongst many others. 

One particular testimony which will remain firmly with me, 

was offered by Mor Chrysostmos Mikhael Shamoun, who is 

the Metropolitan for the Patriarchal institutions in Lebanon. 

He spoke of the Syriac Orthodox Church as the Church of 

Martyrdom, speaking at length of the way in which Jesus 

speaks about persecution. His commitment to embracing 

persecution challenged those of us listening.   

My presence at the GCF was made possible by an 

invitation to represent the CCS. I was asked to speak about 

Receptive Ecumenism in an evening plenary session. What 

made this occasion unique was that it was an opportunity to 

introduce Receptive Ecumenism to leaders of the newer 

churches, such as Evangelical and Pentecostal. Despite people 

being tired from long flights and a very busy schedule, the turn-

out was good and those who were interested followed up the 

next day over lunch. A number of Pentecostal pastors told me 

that they had not heard of such a way of engaging before, and 

were interested enough to want to explore it further; this is 

an exciting development. The feedback was very positive and 

this way of engaging was well-received by everyone present. 

Conversations will continue between the CCS and the GCF 

around how we might develop Receptive Ecumenism further in 

radically different church contexts.  

Details of the GCF can be found on the website:  

www.globalchristianforum.org 

To receive regular updates on CCS news and events 

please register for our mailing list at 

www.centreforcatholicstudies.co.uk 

https://twitter.com/CCSDham
mailto:http://www.globalchristianforum.org/
http://www.centreforcatholicstudies.co.uk


The Centre for Catholic Studies is pleased to be working in partnership with: 
 

Arts and Humanities Research Council 

British Teilhard Network 
Canonesses of the Holy Sepulchre  
Capuchins of Great Britain 

Charles Plater Trust     
Conference of Religious of England and Wales               
Congregation of Jesus 
Congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph of Peace 

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
Durham University Catholic Chaplaincy  
Fairfield University, Connecticut 

Institute of Christian Education 

 

Michaelmas Term 2018 
8 October - 14 December  

 

Thurs 11 Oct 

Catholic Theology Research Seminar  

Prof John Sullivan (Liverpool Hope University, Emeritus): 

Communication and Cultural Change: Catholic Contributions from 

Marshall McLuhan and Walter Ong 

5pm seminar, followed by post-seminar drinks at 6.30pm  

Venue TBC in Durham City (please register for details) 

 

Thurs 18 Oct 

Ushaw Lecture Series 

Douai/Ushaw 450th Anniversary Lecture 3 

Prof Keith Hanley (Lancaster University): 

The Hounding of Francis Thompson 

Exhibition Hall, Ushaw College; 5.30pm for 6pm 

 

Thurs 8 Nov 

Catholic Theology Research Seminar  

Prof Giles Gasper (Durham University): 

Creation Theology and the Medieval Tradition of the Hexaemeron 

5pm seminar, followed by post-seminar drinks at 6.30pm 

then a meal at a local restaurant  

Venue TBC in Durham City (please register for details) 

 

Tues 27 Nov 

Joint CCS/IMEMS Ushaw Lecture  

Prof Stephen Taylor (Durham University): 

Sir Edward Coleman, 1636-1678: Catholic Martyr as Newsletter 

Writer 

Exhibition Hall, Ushaw College; 5.30pm for 6pm 

 

Thurs 6 Dec 

Catholic Theology Research Seminar  

Dr Amy Daughton (Margaret Beaufort Institute of Theology, 

Cambridge):  

Redistribution, Recognition and Catholic Social Teaching 

5pm seminar, followed by post-seminar drinks at 6.30pm  

Venue TBC in Durham City (please register for details) 

 

Tues 11 Dec 

Ushaw Lecture Series 

Prof Janet Soskice (University of Cambridge):  

Christ in Our Lives: The Christmas Story in Fiction and Hymnody 

Exhibition Hall, Ushaw College; 5.15pm for 5.45pm  

(Please note the slightly earlier time for this lecture.) 

Followed by an Ushaw Carol Service at 7.30pm 

 

 

All are most welcome to attend; please register via 

www.centreforcatholicstudies.eventbrite.com  

or call 0191 334 1656.  

Registration opens 3 weeks before each event.  

  

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE   
 

The Second International Conference on 

Catholicism, Literature, and the Arts  
 Monday 8 - Weds 10 July 2018  

Durham City and Ushaw College 
 

Following on from the successful inaugural Catholicism, 

Literature, and the Arts conference held in July 2017, this 

conference will be built around three key strands: Literature 

and Catholicism; Catholic Music; and Catholicism and the Visual 

Arts. Each strand will feature one keynote plenary lecture or 

event, plus an international Call for Papers for panels of short 

papers by postgraduates, early career scholars, established 

academics, and interested professionals. 
       

More details will be available soon.  To request 

information as soon as it is available please email 

ccs.admin@durham.ac.uk.  

Institute of Our Lady of Mercy 

National Board of Catholic Women 
Newman Association 
RC Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle 

Sisters of La Retraite (Britain & Ireland) 
Sisters of Mercy (Oaklea)    
Society of the Sacred Heart 
St Cuthbert’s Society (Ushaw) 

The Tablet and The Pastoral Review 
Trustees of Ushaw College 
University of Notre Dame, Indiana 

& Generous Individuals of Vision 

 

CCS Scholarships 2019-20  
 

Thanks to the generous support of donors, the CCS has 

supported over 55 postgraduate students at PhD and MA levels 

with research topics in the area of Catholic theology/Catholic 

studies.  We are pleased to announce the following scholarships 

available for award for 2019-20:  
 

 

Applicants’ research topics must be in the area of Catholic 

theology/Catholic studies and recipients must reside in 

sufficient proximity to Durham as to be able to share fully and 

regularly in the life, work, and events of the CCS. 
 

For more details and application deadline dates please visit: 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/theology.religion/ccs/study/bursaries/  

Closing date for applications is Tuesday 1 January 2019. 

Version 4.0 

The Institute of Christian Education 

Louis Lafosse Bi-centenary PhD Scholarship  
3 years, full-fees (UK/EU rate), plus 

a maintenance allowance. 

 

In association with the 

Institute of Our Lady of Mercy and the 

Congregation of Jesus: 

Catherine McAuley and Mary Ward one-year,  

fees-only scholarships for the: 

taught MA in Christian Theology (Catholic Studies),  

MA by research, MLitt, DThM, Integrated PhD, and PhD. 

These bursaries are open to both full-time and part-time 

candidates. 

http://www.centreforcatholicstudies.eventbrite.com/
mailto:ccs.admin@durham.ac.uk
https://www.dur.ac.uk/theology.religion/ccs/study/bursaries/

