
Supported Progression 2021
Teacher & Advisor Guide



SP is an access programme for talented Year 12
students from all across the UK who have the potential
to study at Durham University, but may benefit from
additional support offered by the programme. The
overall aim of the programme is to support students in
their pursuit of a place at Durham University. 
 
Students completing the programme will gain a first
hand insight into life as a Durham University student,
receive key admissions information and complete a
project (non-assessed) for a subject of their choice that
they will receive feedback on. Students who complete
the programme will be eligible for a guaranteed offer
for a course of study at Durham, provided they meet
the entry requirements.

 
Key dates for students
It is important that students are aware of dates below,
before applying to the programme. Students should
ensure they are able to attend the Spring Events and
Summer School.

Launch Event – 9 or 10 March (virtual)
Spring Event – 7 & 8 April*
Summer School – 25-30 July*
SP Digital - a series of online content and activities
delivered throughout 2021

*We will confirm in 2021 if these events will be in person
or virtual.
 
The programme is aimed at students who are from
backgrounds typically underrepresented at Durham
University. We use the eligibility criteria, detailed on the
next page, to assess and make decisions on student
applications. It would be really helpful to keep the
criteria in mind when promoting the programme to
your students.

What is SP and who is it
for?

Students can apply online by visiting our webpages.
The application form is relatively simple and it should
not take students more than 30 minutes to complete.
Applications will close on the 31 January 2021.
Unfortunately we will be unable to accept any late
applications.
 
As part of the application process, students will also be
asked to select a teacher to verify some of the
information provided in their application form. Please
see page seven for further information.
 
We aim to inform all students of the outcome of their
application in mid February. If any of your students
have applied to the programme, but haven't heard from
us by this time we would encourage them to contact
us.

What is the application
process for students?

For students interested in
Chemistry, Maths & Physics
 
If you have any students interested in studying
the above subjects they may also be interested
in our Levelling Up: Aspire Higher programme.
 
This is a free two year academic and pastoral
support programme, which includes:

Academic tuition, mentoring and support;
Preparation for University;
Guest lectures from world leading
academics;
Being part of the academic community;
Guaranteed University offer (conditions
apply).

Students may be eligible to complete
both Supported Progression and Levelling Up:
Aspire Higher.
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https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/chemistry/levellingup/LevUp_20201201_Aspire_Higher_2021_Brochure.pdf


The eligibility criteria
All applicants should be interested in exploring Durham University and
finding out about what the University has to offer. As places are limited
and highly sought after, we will use the eligibility and selection criteria to
help us identify those applicants who we feel will benefit the most from
the programme. Successful applicants are not required to choose Durham
University through UCAS, however, the aim of the programme is to
support students in their pursuit of a place at Durham University and we
ask that applicants take this into consideration when choosing to apply.
 
Essential criteria – Applicants must:

be in Year 12 or equivalent e.g. S5 in Scotland (home UK only);
be attending a state school or college within the UK.
be currently living in the UK and have been for a minimum of three
years prior to the time of application as well as having UK nationality
OR settled status, such as, indefinite leave to remain in the UK, except
where residence in the UK is wholly or mainly for the purpose of full-
time education.
be taking subjects in relation to the subject stream they are applying
for. We advise students to research subject specific entry
requirements on our website prior to application.
have achieved at least eight GCSEs or equivalent at grade 6 or above
(or e.g. B, Distinction), including at least three at grade 7 or above (or
e.g. A, A* or Distinction) and a strong level of achievement for
relevant subjects [1].
come from neighbourhoods with low overall progression rates to
higher education or high levels of financial, economic or social
deprivation [2].

 
Additionally, we may prioritise applicants meeting some of the following
(please note, this list is in no particular order):

have experienced significant educational disruption, for example if
they have been in local authority care or under a Care Order for at
least three months [3] prior to starting Year 12 (i.e. care leaver) or are
irreconcilably estranged from both parents/carers [4].
are in receipt of, or entitled to, Free School Meals, Pupil Premium
funding and/or discretionary school/college payments, which are
directly linked to financial hardship.
will be within the first generation in their family to attend university.
attend schools or colleges with a low overall GCSE and/or A-Level,
Higher/Advanced Higher (or equivalent) point score and/or schools
or colleges with low progression rates to higher education [5].

 
These criteria are used to identify students with merit and potential who
are currently under-represented in higher education and at Durham
University. Additionally, as Black applicants are underrepresented at
Durham, we particularly welcome applications to Supported Progression
from Black students. Supported Progression also welcomes applications
from disabled students and makes reasonable adjustments to facilitate
access to all Supported Progression events and the University.
 
[1] As the circumstances in which these grades were awarded were
unprecedented we will consider additional information from teachers if
they believe these grades don't show their true potential.
[2] Please see officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-
participation-by-area and acorn.caci.co.uk
[3] The three months do not need to be consecutive and needn’t be the
three months immediately prior to Year 12. 
[4] By irreconcilably estranged we mean that students have had no
contact at all with any of their parents/carers for at least 12 months prior to
starting Year 12 and that this is unlikely to change. Alternatively, they may
be able to demonstrate estrangement on other grounds e.g. exceptional
circumstances. 
[5] Please see education.gov.uk/schools/performance/index.html
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https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/
https://acorn.caci.co.uk/
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/


Eleven
Years
 
This cohort will mark the 11 year
anniversary of SP
 

Over 600
 
Students have enrolled at
Durham after completing SP
 

Over
350 
 
SP students have
graduated from Durham 

4



Spread the word!
One of the most important things
teachers can do, is to promote the
programme in your school. On the
Schools & Teachers section of our
website you will find promotional
materials, including a poster,
brochure and video explaining the
programme. Please feel free to
share these resources with your
students, for example uploading the
poster and brochure to your VLE or
printing them out to put up in
school.

Consider Eligible Students
Where available, you may wish to
look at individual student level data
to assess students who will be most
eligible for the programme. We
would encourage you to highlight
this opportunity to such students
either by speaking with them
directly, referring them to our
webpages or gathering the students
to play them our short video
explaining the programme.

Manage Expectations
Where students meet fewer criteria,
we would still encourage an
application. We do not simply count
up the number of points a student
meets, we look at all applications
holistically and some criteria may be
prioritised. Therefore students who
meet fewer of the criteria may still
apply and indeed even be accepted
on the programme, however to
avoid disappointment we ask
teachers to help students manage
their expectations.

How can you help?
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During the application form students will be asked to detail one teacher to verify their application form. We encourage
students to choose the teacher who they feel knows them best and to ask/inform their teacher that they plan to do
this, in advance of submitting their application. This way you will hopefully be expecting to hear from us.
 
The process to verify a student application is quick and easy! If a student has provided your name and email address
on their application form, you will automatically receive an email from us. If multiple students from your school select
you as their teacher you will receive an email per student. The email will contain a link for you to follow that is personal
to that student's application.
 
Once you have clicked on the link you will be taken to the teacher verification form. There are two pages to the form
and it should take no longer than 5 minutes to complete – although we appreciate that it may take you some extra
time to clarify the student meets the criteria.
 
The form will ask you to confirm information about the student that relates to our eligibility criteria, for example if they
are eligible for free school meals and their GCSE results etc. When selecting students for SP we assess all applicants
against the criteria. Some of the information we need is self-reported by applicants and so it is important for us to
have verification from school as to the accuracy of that information.
 
If there is anything you wish to expand upon to help us in our decision making, for example extenuating circumstance,
then there is space towards the end of the form for you to detail this.
 
We can provide the teacher verification in a different format if that is helpful or preferred, please just get in touch with
us! We have also created a handy video to show you how the teacher verification form works. This can be viewed on
our webpages.
 
We ask teachers to please verify their student applications by the latest date of the 5 February 2021. If a student is
successful on gaining place on the programme, the place will be subject to having their application verified by a
teacher in their school. 

The Teacher Verification Process
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durham.ac.uk/supported.progression

Contact Other Student
Opportunities
Please click on the bold titles to find out
more!
Pre-recorded sessions - useful videos on
topics such as personal statements, why
Durham, Student Finance and more.
Levelling Up: Aspire Higher - A free two year
academic and pastoral support
programme,  for Year 12 students considering
applying to study Chemistry, Maths or
Physics. 
Sutton Trust Summer School - In partnership
with the Sutton Trust we run a free week long
summer school for Year 12 students. The
summer school features similar benefits to the
Supported Progression summer school with
less year round commitment. 
STEP -Space to Explore Potential
(STEP) offers a dedicated space for young
black students, who are typically
underrepresented at Durham
University, to explore not only their own
potential, but all that Durham has to offer as
a potential university destination.

Access and Engagement
The Palatine Centre
Durham University
Stockton Road
Durham
DH1 3LE

T: +44 (0)191 334 9126
E: supported.progression@durham.ac.uk
I: durhamuni_sp

Durham University and Durham University logo are registered Trade Marks of the University of
Durham. Unless otherwise stated, all material in this publication is copyright of the University of
Durham. The University makes every effort to ensure that the information contained here is accurate.
This publication is intended as a general guide to University of Durham's facilities and form no part
of any contract between you and the University. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the permission of the University. Please note that the
University’s website is the most up to date source of information and we strongly recommend that
you always visit the website before making any commitments.
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https://www.dur.ac.uk/schools/sessionvideos/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/chemistry/levellingup/LevUp_20201201_Aspire_Higher_2021_Brochure.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/sutton.trust/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/step/

