
Supported Progression 2021
Applications are open



What is SP?
Supported Progression is a Year 12 programme that
offers a range of support and opportunities for you to
find out more about the University, to help you apply to
Durham and allows you to sample academic sessions. 

 
What subjects are involved?

Accounting
Anthropology
Archaeology
Biosciences
Business (Marketing & Management)
Classics & Ancient History
Chemistry
Computer Science
Criminology & Sociology
Earth Sciences
Economics & Finance
Education Studies & Primary Education
Engineering
English Literature
Geography
History
Law
Mathematics
Modern Languages & Cultures (French, German &
Spanish)
Music
Philosophy; Theology & Religion
Politics
Physics
Sport & Exercise Sciences

 
Before you apply we recommend that you check you
meet the specific requirement for the subject you are
interested in applying for. For example if you wish to
take part in the Chemistry strand of Supported
Progression you must be studying both A level (or
equivalent) Maths and Chemistry. Occasionally we are
unable to run an academic strand if there are not
enough interested students who successfully gain a
place on the programme, if this happens to your
chosen academic strand we may offer you a place for a
different subject.  
 

Why should I apply?
The programme will give you an insight into what it is
like to study at Durham University and offers key
benefits including:

A guaranteed, alternative offer (typically two
grades below) for a programme of study at
Durham if you complete the programme
successfully;
Opportunity to taste academic sessions and
complete and receive feedback on a project (non-
assessed) in your chosen subject area;
Meet other like-minded people from all over the
UK;
Speak to and quiz our current Durham University
students about what student life is like and their
experiences;
Receive key information, advice and guidance
about the UCAS application process, personal
statements and student finance;
Have access to useful materials and resources on a
variety of topics through our SP Digital series; 

 
Key Dates
Please make sure you're available for the event dates
below before you apply to the programme.

Induction Event – 9 or 10 March (virtual)
Spring Event – 7 & 8 April*
Summer School – 25-30 July*
SP Digital - a series of online content and activities
delivered throughout 2021 

*We will confirm in 2021 if these events will be in
person or virtual.
 

How to apply?
Apply online by visiting our webpages or use the QR
code on the front page. The application form will ask
you a variety of details including your personal
information, educational details and some questions
about the eligibility criteria. It should take no more than
30 minutes or so to complete.
 
As part of the form you will also need to provide the
details of a teacher at your school, who can verify the
details you have provided in your application. We
recommend picking a teacher who you feel knows you
best and informing them that you have chosen them.
This way your teacher can keep a close eye on their
emails ready to verify your application. Successful SP
applications are subject to teacher verification. 
 
The deadline for applications is the 31 January
2021 and we will inform all applicants on the outcome
by 17 February 2021. 
 

The Supported Progression Programme



The Supported Progression programme aims to
support students who are typically underrepresented in
Higher Education and particularly at Durham. As places
are limited and highly sought after, we use our
eligibility and selection criteria to help us identify those
applicants who we feel will benefit the most from the
programme. You can view these criteria in more detail
on our webpages. As an overview the essential
criteria includes:

being in Year 12 in England or Wales, Year 13 in
Northern Ireland, or S5 in Scotland.
attending a state school or college within the UK.
currently living in the UK and have been for a
minimum of three years prior to the time of
application.
having UK nationality and/or having 'settled
status', such as, indefinite leave to remain in the
UK, except where residence in the UK is wholly or
mainly for the purpose of full-time education.
taking subjects in relation to the subject stream
you are applying for. We advise you to research
subject specific entry requirements on our website
prior to application.
have achieved at least eight GCSEs or equivalent
at grade 6 or above (or e.g. B, Distinction),
including at least three at grade 7 or above (or e.g.
A, A* or Distinction) and a strong level of
achievement for relevant subjects. As the
circumstances in which these grades were
awarded are unprecedented, we will consider
additional information from teachers if they
believe these grades don't show a student’s true
potential.
come from neighbourhoods with low overall
progression rates to higher education or high
levels of financial, economic or social deprivation.

 
 
Additionally we may also prioritise students from
underrepresented backgrounds for example those with
experience of being in care; that are estranged from
their families; are the first generation in their family to
attend university; are eligible for free School Meals,
Pupil Premium funding and/or discretionary
school/college payments. 
 
 
 

Who can apply?

Information Event 
Find out more, book online. 
One hour virtual event on 16 December or 14
January. Suitable for students,
parents/guardians, teachers and advisors.

If you are unsure whether or not you meet the
eligibility criteria and you would like to discuss this
further we would encourage you to speak wit  a
teacher in your school or contact us directly. The
application form only takes around 30 minutes to
complete, so if you would like to submit a speculative
application, even if you do not meet many of the
criteria, you are welcome to do so. In this instance we
would advise you to take this into consideration to
manage your expectations and not be disheartened if
you are not successful in gaining a place.
  
If your application to Supported Progression is not
successful, this is not necessarily a reflection of your
ability to study at Durham University and we would still
encourage you to apply to the university through UCAS
in Year 13. The Supported Progression application form
will ask you if you would like to receive news and
updates from us regarding other relevant information
and events. If you select yes to this then you will still
receive these communications from us even if you are
not successful in gaining a place on the programme.
 
Successful applicants are not required to choose
Durham University through UCAS, however, the aim of
the programme is to support students in their pursuit
of a place at Durham University and we ask that you
take this into consideration when choosing to apply.

https://www.dur.ac.uk/supported.progression/criteria/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/supported.progression/info/subjectreqs/


durham.ac.uk./supported.progression

Contact Details
Access & Engagement
Durham University 
The Palatine Centre
Stockton Road
Durham DH1 3LE
UK

Other
Opportunities 
Here are some other opportunities you may
be interested in (click on the bold text):
Levelling Up: Aspire Higher -  A free two year
academic and pastoral support programme,
for Year 12 students considering applying to
study Chemistry, Maths or Physics. 
Sutton Trust Summer School  - In partnership
with the Sutton Trust we run a free week long
summer school for Year 12 students. The
summer school features similar benefits to
the Supported Progression summer school
with less year round commitment.   
STEP -Space to Explore Potential
(STEP) offers a dedicated space for young
black students, who are typically
underrepresented at Durham
University, to explore not only their own
potential, but all that Durham has to offer as
a potential university destination.
Open Days - find out more about Durham by
visiting us on one of our Virtual Open Days.
Online Resources - our Engagement Team
have created some useful resources and
videos to help you find out more about
student life here at Durham.

Enquiries
T: +44 (0)191 334 9126
E: supported.progression@durham.ac.uk
I: @durhamuni_sp

Main Switchboard
T: +44 (0)191 334 200
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https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/chemistry/levellingup/LevUp_20201201_Aspire_Higher_2021_Brochure.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/sutton.trust/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/step/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/ug/visit/preapp/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/schools/sessionvideos/
mailto:supported.progression@durham.ac.uk

