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Lecture capture project captures student talent 

Durham students have been instrumental in the development of Encore, the University’s new 

lecture capture system, which will be implemented in teaching spaces over the next few 

months.  

The introduction of Encore has been popularly supported by students and the University has 

been working closely with the Durham Students’ Union on the project since 2014.  

Lecture capture will enable teaching staff to record audio and any content shown via the 

digital projector during a lecture. These recordings will then be made available to students 

on the University’s virtual learning environment, duo.  

The provision of Encore will provide an additional study aid for students, support students 

whose first language is not English, and assist students with particular needs and conditions.  

Bespoke functionality  

Engineering students Samuel Armitt and Adam Hizzey, both entering their third year, were 

challenged to develop a light indicator, through which recordings could be started, paused 

and stopped. The indicator required coloured lights to display the status of the recording to 

both students and staff.  

They have successfully developed a prototype of the button, and bespoke software, which 

can be reproduced and used across the campus in all Encore-enabled teaching spaces.  

Sam and Adam commented: “This was a brilliant opportunity to use our skills to contribute to 

an important project for the University, which many students will directly benefit from.” 

“Whilst there is existing technology which performs this job, it is costly, clunky and did not 

have all the functionality the University required.  

“The alternative that we have developed has a number of benefits. It is cheaper to produce, 

meaning that a number can be installed in larger Encore-enabled teaching spaces, ensuring 

clear visibility to staff and students. It is also easy to use – the single button interface is both 

intuitive and robust.  

“As the software has been developed here, the University will have complete control of its 

functionality, and will be able to fix any problems should they emerge.” 

Developing the Encore identity  

Students were also involved from an early stage in the strategic development of the project, 

which included market research and communications planning. Ellen Feng, Milly Atkinson-

Handley and Alexander Hewitt were part of a working group who helped to develop Encore’s 

distinctive visual identity, as well as creating content for the website.  

Professor Alan Houston, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Education) commented: “We are incredibly 

grateful for the role that students have played in the launch of Encore. They have 

demonstrated real professionalism and technical skill – creating a bespoke identity and 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/encore/
https://duo.dur.ac.uk/webapps/portal/execute/tabs/tabAction?tab_tab_group_id=_1238_1
https://www.dur.ac.uk/engineering/
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functionality for Durham which will make it at once recognisable, as well as being a practical 

aid for both our students and teaching staff. 

“This is a project that has had strong student support, and so we are delighted that students 

have been so integral in its development.” 

The Encore roll-out  

Initially Encore will be available in a number of selected rooms on campus, with roll out to 

other teaching spaces taking place during the coming months. By spring 2019, the Encore 

recording technology (Panopto) will form part of the standard AV equipment in all centrally 

bookable teaching rooms.  

Professor Houston continued: “The University is fully committed to the roll out of lecture 

capture at the University and the doors it will open to accessible learning. We hope that 

students will start to see the benefits of the technology over the course of this term.” 

Saul Cahill, Undergraduate Academic Officer at Durham Students’ Union, commented:  

“I’m really happy with the introduction of Encore. Durham SU have worked closely with the 

university over the past four years to develop a lecture capture system that will improve the 

accessibility of lectures and the learning experience of all students. This means that, while 

there might be initial teething issues, I’m confident that we’ve got the system right and we’ll 

start seeing the benefits of lecture capture right from the off.”  

 

Useful Links 

Encore  

Policies and Strategies 

Student Employment Service  

Department of Engineering  

Explanatory video (link to be added once accessible)  

 

 

 

https://www.durhamsu.com/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/encore/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/university.calendar/volumei/policies_and_strategies/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/careers/s/emp/part-time/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/engineering/

