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A Leading Centre for the study of 

Visual Arts and Film

•Wide-ranging research 

expertise, spanning centuries 

and continents, from Ancient 

Rome to contemporary China

•Outstanding collections of 

Western, East Asian, and 

Middle-Eastern art

•Professional curatorial staff
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Run by a leading Department…

In the Complete University Guide 2020, the School of 

Modern Languages and Cultures at Durham is ranked:

2nd in French, Hispanic Studies, and Arabic (Middle 

Eastern & African Studies)

3rd in Italian, German, and Russian (Russian & East 

European Languages

5th in Chinese and Japanese Studies (East & South Asian 

Studies)
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…inspired by interdisciplinary 

research…
The Centre for Visual Arts and 

Culture brings together researchers

from:

 Modern Languages and Cultures

 History

 Classics

 English

 Archaeology

 Psychology, Physics,  and many

more…
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…supported by great 

resources…
 Excellent library holdings in all 

areas of visual culture and film

 The University’s Oriental 

Museum, hosting three 

Designated Collections, 

recognised by Arts Council 

England as nationally and 

internationally preeminent.

 A distinguished collection of 

Western Art
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…and 

translating 

into…

 A unique constellation of distinctive and exciting 

modules

 A focus on the global aspects of visual culture

 A broad module choice

 A flexible programme allowing you to pursue 

your own interests
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Research-Led Teaching
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Research-led and Student-

centred
research-led: curriculum is structured around 

content selected on basis of staff specialisms.

research-oriented: focus on developing inquiry 

skills so you can pursue your own interests.

research-based: designed around inquiry-

based activities, rather than on the acquisition 

of subject content.



∂

9

Programme

 Three-year programme with possibility of an 

additional placement year abroad

 Historical/ critical study of all kinds of visual artefacts, 

including painting, photography, architecture, film

 Practical skills development

 Field-trips to museums and galleries

 Placement opportunities
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Our Modules

 An introduction to visual arts and culture

 Modules in the art of the moving image

 A variety of skills-based modules in art-writing, 

exhibitions and curating, digital research skills, and 

filmmaking

 A wide selection of modules in art history, 

photography, visual culture, and film studies

 A wide range of language-learning opportunities

 final dissertation (independent research project)
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Our Modules: a 

selection…
 Violence in German Literature, Film and Visual Art

 Russian and Soviet Cinema

 Chinese Cinema

 Roman Buildings and their Decoration

 Greek Art and Architecture

 Italian Cinema

 Screening the Nation: Russian Cinema and the National Question

 Kino-Texts: Atlantic Avant-Garde and Visual Cultures

 Contemporary Spanish Cinema

 Photography in East Asia

 Urbs Roma

 The Work of Art: Professional Skills and Work Placement
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Studying for the BA in Visual 

Arts and Film

 Six modules per year

 Independent study

 Contact hours: an average of 8-12 per week

 Lectures/seminars/tutorials/practicals

 Varied types of course work and exams
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Optional additional year abroad

 Third year spent undertaking an approved placement 

with an appropriate cultural organisation, which may 

be in the public, private, or third sector. 

 Support with identifying a placement host, approving 

your learning agreement, and preparing for your year 

abroad.

 Assessed by Placement Portfolio and Report.
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What our students say…
Alice Highet, a recent MA graduate, writes:

“I undertook a work placement with Northern Gallery 

for Contemporary Art in Sunderland. This was an 

excellent opportunity to make contacts in the field 

and gain an understanding of curatorial practice. 

Coming from a practice-based background myself, I 

really enjoyed the opportunity to be part of a small 

creative team. The links in Durham and the region 

are really strong, with lots of opportunities to take 

part in behind-the-scenes trips to museums and 

galleries.”

14
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What employers say
Jane Whittaker, Head of Collections at the Bowes Museum:

“Exhibition planning and design is fundamental to what we do so it’s 

important that we keep abreast of new ideas and innovation. Skills 

such as languages and film-making would certainly be of interest to 

museums in terms of developing audiences and for improving 

presentation and interpretation opportunities.”

Lindy Gilliland, Manager: Collections, Research and Curatorial, 

Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums:

“Much of our work is visually based and our audiences relate more 

and more to visual art stimuli and visual communication methods 

(rather than the written word). Any understanding of visual culture 

would be an asset. Art writing and multimedia skills would be very 

useful alongside the research skills.”
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What’s next?

Occupational areas include: 

 cultural sector management

 media production

 curating

 filmmaking

 publishing

 marketing

 teaching
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Entry requirements
 BA Honours in Visual Arts and Film

 AAB at A-level

 IB 36

 No language requirement
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How do I apply?

Personal statement
 Take full advantage of the allocated space and make at 

least two-thirds relevant to visual arts and film

 Provide evidence to support assertions; don’t simply list 

books read, films seen, etc; analyse and reflect on your 

experiences to show us your intellectual potential

 Focus on what you have done, not what you hope or 

intend to do

 Try to sound genuine and avoid anything which sounds 

too derivative or contrived: introductory quotations from 

philosophers, hyperbolic language, travelogues
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How do I apply?

The process

 A new centralised model, placing the students at the 

heart of the process. 

 Efficient, inclusive, fair and transparent service fit for 

applicants in the 21st century. 

 Meeting your needs in a timely manner, from 

acknowledging receipt of the application through to the 

making and informing the applicant of a decision.



20

Further queries to
www.durham.ac.uk/study/askus
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What does it 

mean to see?

Woodcut from René Descartes, 

Principles of Philosophy (1644) 

diagramming Descartes' theory of vision
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What does it mean to see? 

Chungking Express

(1994, dir. Wong Kar-wai)

opening scene

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MH38QAN80vs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MH38QAN80vs

