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I found the Virtual Visits
very useful. It was an
opportunity to have a better
idea of what Durham
University is like.



"My Virtual Visit was
perfect. There’s 
nothing I would want 
to change.
Everything was 
punctual and
well designed."
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“Well done; you’ve made it through.
Now you have to make a decision
about which offer to accept as your
firm choice. This decision is not just
about the next three years; it will
shape your journey in life. I very
much hope it will be the offer from
Durham University that you choose
to accept. By experiencing a little bit
of life as a Durham University
student, getting to know the
University by participating in a range
of interactive programmes, Post-
offer Visit Days provide unique
insights into Durham’s distinctive
educational opportunities and
vibrant student experiences.  You
can be sure that your College will
extend a warm welcome and offer
insight into the social and support
sides of student life. You’ll learn
about Durham’s unrivalled
opportunities for pursuing extra-
curricular interests. Each option
includes dedicated time with your
academic department, with a
programme of engaging activities
designed to deepen your course
understanding. Please join us at a
Post-offer Visit Day. Be curious, ask
questions, observe others,
participate in programmes, explore
buildings, examine course
structures, have fun. Above all else,
experience the Durham Difference.
On behalf of the entire Durham
University community, I wish you a
very successful and enjoyable visit to
Durham University.”

Welcome!
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Professor Alan Houston, 
Vice-Provost (Education)

“Congratulations!  You’ve received an 
offer from Durham University.  This is no 
small achievement against  what will have
undoubtedly been  strong competition.”



find at nearly any other institution. They will help
develop your intellectual curiosity through a
programme of multidisciplinary discussions and events,
often learning from some of the world’s leading experts
as well as your peers; you will have many opportunities
to share ideas with and learn from academics and
fellow students in all the University’s Departments. The
Colleges, supported by Experience Durham and the
Students’ Union, also provide opportunities for
participation across a huge range of sports, music,
drama, and other activities. Standards range from
international elite level all the way to just having fun;
come and get involved – no one is excluded!

In addition, Durham University gives you the
opportunity to think about your place as a global
citizen and how you can learn from others, as well as
what a difference you can make to those around you.
For example, we lead the way nationally for student
volunteering; and our Colleges’ student communities
are themselves driven by teams of students who
take on the responsibility of leading and enabling their
peers.

During your visit, you will meet many current students.
I encourage you to ask them questions and to hear
their stories – they are themselves the greatest
examples of the transformative experience Durham
University provides. After experiencing a real taste of
life as a Durham student, I hope you  choose to accept
your offer from us. On behalf of the staff and
students here at Durham University, I wish you a very
enjoyable and informative visit. We love it here – we
hope you will too.”

“May I offer my congratulations on receiving an offer
from Durham University – an impressive
accomplishment! The next milestone in your journey is
the Post-offer Visit Day. We hope this will make your
decision about your firm choice far more certain; we
understand that it is an important decision that will
shape the rest of your life. In addition to helping you get
to know your department, these visit days aim to give
you an insight into the outstanding student experience
that Durham University offers beyond your academic
programme. We believe this wider student experience,
centred on the Durham collegiate system, is unique and
will give you the tools to flourish in your future life.

The 16 Colleges are welcoming, stimulating and
enabling communities that provide the perfect
framework for personal enrichment and support, at a
scale that is far more human and relatable than you will
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Jeremy Cook, Pro-Vice Chancellor (Colleges and
Student Experience)



Experience life (virtually) as a Durham University student
Get answers to questions
Experience what it will be like to study at Durham.

What's in it for me?

Helping you make a great decision

Your degree

Get a flavour for how your degree is structured and
delivered, and the teaching and assessment methods. You
will also get to meet some of our great departmental staff
and students. You will experience what it is like to study
in a higher education environment with lectures, seminars,
tutorials and subject specific sessions.

Your life

Being at university isn’t just about studying; it’s also about
living. Get a glimpse into the extra-curricular and social
side of being a Durham University student. Find out more
about all those university wide extras such as volunteering,
music, sport and theatre. Whatever your passion, whether
you participate for fun or to gain and develop additional
skills, Durham University can deliver.

Your support

Our Professional Support Services will be represented on the
day so you can find out more about funding, Careers and
Enterprise, Disability Support and our Counselling Service, as
well as finding out more about our libraries, collections and facilities.

Your college

More than somewhere to eat and sleep, your College will
provide experiences, challenges and opportunity. Your
college will make your time at Durham much more than just
a degree. Meet staff and find out more during the Visit Day.

Offer Holder
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Wednesday 17th February
Saturday 20th March 

Our Post-offer Virtual Visit Days are open for on-demand
content from 15th February until 12th May, however we will also
have two live days, where  you'll hear from staff representing
your academic departments and your allocated college. You
will also be able to hear from some of our current students, find
out more about wider student life, and virtually tour some of
our facilities.

Live days take place on:

You'll first arrive at our lobby, where you can visit the
information desk, access the Exhibition Hall or explore the
Lecture Hall. 

The main navigation bar will be displayed across the top of
your screen, and you can navigate using this!

Our Virtual Visit Days

Discover Durham University
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If you have any questions, you can always pop to our
information desk- where we will be happy to help. During our
live days, staff will be be available for live chat. During the on-
demand days, you can pop back to this desk to submit a
question to our enquiries team or use our virtual assistant
Holly.

Info Desk

Don't forget to stop by
the Careers Booth for
information on how our
Careers and Enterprise
Centre could help you
on your journey after
your degree!

Top Tip!

Watch our video on how
to navigate the website. 

https://durhamuniversity.vfairs.com/


Academic Life
College Life
Student Life.

We have three Exhibition Halls where you will find booths
covering all aspects of Durham University life, including:

Click on the banners on each booth to find out more, or use the
tabs below the booth to watch videos, collect resources and
speak to staff members.

Student Views

Our Student Views booth is packed full of blogs and videos
from current Durham students. There will also be current
students ready to chat, just select the 'Unibuddy' tab.

International Office

Representatives from the International Office will be on hand
to chat between 10.00 and 17.00 on the International Office
Booth.

Exhibition Hall

Top tips!

Drop by the 'Study Abroad'
or 'Placement Years' booth if
you're interested in finding
out out about the
opportunities to take a year
out from your studies in
Durham!
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In our Lecture Hall you can participate in a selection of
webinars. From 09.00-13.00 you will be able to view a variety
of sessions about the wider student experience. In the
afternoon, you'll participate in sessions from your
department and college. You can find a full schedule of
webinars on page 17.

If you still have questions after the webinar visit the relevant
booths to see how you can ask any further questions you
may have.

Our Virtual Visit Days
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Lecture Hall

Our Department, College and Professional Support Service staff
are on hand at various times during the day- just check out the
'chat' tab on each booth. If the chat link isn't active check out
the  'POVD Activities' link for further details on how to speak to
staff through video chat.

Chat Room

The number of
webinars available
and the quick
responses to
questions made a
really positive
impression

Top Tip!

Watch our video on how
to navigate the website. 

https://durhamuniversity.vfairs.com/


The Bill Bryson Library  is the largest of the University’s
libraries and provides access to resources for all subjects.
It has 1800 study spaces including individual and group
study rooms, collaborative and quiet study areas as well as a
café. Access is provided to 1.6 million printed books, 19,000
e-journals and over 400,000 e-books and other digital items.
Many colleges also have small libraries and study rooms.

There is a Library at Durham University Business School,
and Leazes Road Library supports the School of Education
and provides study space for all students.

We also have a further two locations to mention, boasting
Durham University’s world class collections of art,
archaeology, archives, rare books and manuscripts: 

Palace Green Library, located between the Castle and Cathedral,
was once the main University Library, it incorporates buildings
dating back to the 15th century. It now houses the University’s
extensive archives and special collections, accessed in the Barker
Research Library, which also provides 60 quiet student study
spaces, galleries with both permanent and changing exhibitions,
and events for families and school groups throughout the year.

The Oriental Museum, just off Mill Hill Lane opposite Van Mildert
College. It is home to galleries with both permanent and
changing exhibitions, and events for families and schools groups
throughout the year.

Galleries and collections in both venues support the University’s
research and teaching across the faculties, from foundation
studies to doctoral level. Students are entitled to free entry to
galleries and some enlist as volunteers or take up placement
opportunities as part of their career development. A diverse
programme of special events and temporary exhibitions
ensures that there is always something new to see and do.

Find out more about libraries, museums and facilities during the
'Love your Library' webinar at 10.00 on either live day, or the
'Mummies and Manuscripts' webinar at 12.00 on either live day.

At the Virtual Visit Day, find out more about...
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Libraries, Museums and Study Facilities



Alongside academic excellence we place high value on providing
experiences that will stretch and develop you. Experiences may
happen inside colleges, through intercollege competitions,
within the Students' Union or as part of the multitude of
activities co-ordinated under Experience Durham.

Experience Durham is responsible for coordinating University
sport, staff and student volunteering and outreach, student
theatre and music. Take a look at the sections below to find out
how to explore more of each aspect at the Virtual Visit.

At the Virtual Visit Day, find out more about...
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Experience Durham

Students have endless opportunities to get involved with
volunteering activities both within their colleges and at a wider
University level. Last year 2,000 students volunteered 35,000 hours
of their time to support our local community! The direction and
focus of volunteering at Durham is driven by an elected student
executive committee. DU Student Volunteering and Outreach is the
largest volunteering organisation at Durham with over 50 student
led, community focused projects. We have projects to suit all 

DU Student Volunteering and Outreach

interests, from tutoring local school children, running tea parties for elderly residents or supporting
adults with learning disabilities through conservation work. We also run a range of inclusive sport
outreach projects including programmes for hard-to-reach groups.

We offer amazing training opportunities for all of our student volunteers as well as the chance to gain
accredited qualifications in volunteering and nationally recognised coaching qualifications. The best
thing about DU Student Volunteering and Outreach is that it is student-led, so if you don’t see a
project that you’re interested in, you can set up your own! To round up each year of success, we hold
an annual celebration for all of our volunteers at the Durham University Volunteer awards evening, set
in the majestic Town Hall, where we recognise all of our volunteers’ achievements and the positive
impact they have had on the local community!

Pop along to the Volunteering Booth in the Student Life Hall to find out more and join our chatroom
(between 10.00 and 12.00) or join us for our  'Student Volunteering Projects' webinar in the Lecture
Hall at 12.00 on either live day!



Sport at Durham focuses on the core strands of
performance, leadership, participation and community
outreach. More than 75% of our students take part in sport
on a regular basis. Our philosophy is to provide opportunities
in sport to enable exceptional people to do exceptional
things.

Find out more at the Team Durham Sports booth in the
Student Life Hall where you can chat with us between 9.00-
10.30 and 13.00-15.00, or join us for our webinar in the
Lecture Hall at 11.00 on either live day!

If you are a high performance athlete, aspiring to play in
University first teams or perhaps considering applying for a
Vice-Chancellor’s Sport Scholarship, then please contact
Albert Potts 0191 334 2178 (a.d.potts@durham.ac.uk) for
further information.

Find out more at teamdurham.com

At the Virtual Visit Day, find out more about...
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Team Durham



Durham’s musical life is so active and diverse that it is hard to
escape it. From orchestras, bands, and opera, to gospel choirs,
gamelan ensembles, African drumming, and chamber choirs,
there is something to cater for every musical taste. Music
Durham is the umbrella organisation which oversees Durham
University’s music societies, chapel choirs and college music
ensembles. 

If you have any interest in being involved in music at Durham,
Music Durham is the perfect place to start so come along to our
webinar at 10.00 on either live day, or check out our booth in the
Student Life Exhibition Hall where we are available to chat
between 11.00-12.00.

Encompassing over 20 different theatre groups at university
and college level, Durham Student Theatre showcases over
100 productions each year to 15,000 audience members,
Durham Student Theatre is brimming with creative, likeminded
individuals who come together to perform a diverse range
of shows. So whether you want to be on stage, backstage,
produce, direct, or even run your own theatre company,
Durham Student Theatre aims to provide opportunities
and to support its members in what they love doing and
ultimately make high-quality theatre. 

Find out more by visiting our booth in the Student Life Exhibition
Hall or join us for our webinar at 10.00 on either live day. We are
also available for type chat between 11:00 and 12:00.

At the Virtual Visit Day, find out more about...
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Music Durham

Durham Student Theatre

After this Visit Day, Durham is
indubitably my first choice 
university in the UK



Student Funding

Find out about fees, bursaries and scholarships, government
loans and funding solutions at the Student Finance Booth in the
Student Life Exhibition Hall. This will enable you to make an
informed financial plan before starting your studies.

Careers & Enterprise

University is about having the time of your life whilst
studying a subject you enjoy. It’s also about gaining a
qualification and developing skills and experience that can
lead to a fulfilling and rewarding career. Drop by the Careers
& Enterprise Centre Booth in the Student Life Exhibition Hall to
have a look around the information resources or join us for a chat
at the times advertised on page 18. Find out about our recent
graduates, the jobs they do, the further study and training
opportunities they secure and the careers support available to
students and graduates during our webinar in the Lecture Hall at
10.00 on either live day.

Disability Support

Disability Support aims to support students in achieving their
academic potential by offering advice and guidance and
arranging appropriate provision. They offer support to those
who may have a specific learning difference. If you feel you
may benefit from their advice or support why not pop along
to the live chat session via the Disability Support Booth between
11.00 and 12.00 during either live day!

International Office

Durham University welcomes applications from students all over
the world, and we're keen to hear from you! Join us for an
International Students Webinar at 9.00 or 18.00 on either live day
to find out more about Durham's International student
population, or visit the 'International Office' booth in the Student
Life Exhibition Hall to chat with staff between 10.00 and 17.00.

At the Virtual Visit Day, find out more about...
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Professional Support Services



A Placement Year offers you the opportunity to spend a
year gaining valuable work experience during your time
at Durham University. It is a fantastic opportunity to
immerse yourself fully within an organisation, applying
the knowledge from your studies in a practical setting.
You can choose to do a placement anywhere in the world
so long as it is located in a country that is safe to travel
to. The majority of departments offer Placement Years
as an option which you will opt to take once at Durham
University (except for Chemistry and Business degrees
with embedded placements). The Placement Year will
occur in the penultimate year, extending your degree to
either 4 or 5 years.

Find out more by dropping by the 'Placement Years' Booth in
the Student Life Exhibition Hall to chat to us between 10.00 and
17.00, or join the 'Study Abroad and Placement Year
Opportunities' webinar in the Lecture Hall at 11.00.

At the Virtual Visit Day, find out more about...
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Placement Years

Durham University has over 270 student exchange
agreements under the Erasmus+ and Overseas Exchange
programmes. Our partner institutions are spread across the
globe from Austria to New Zealand! Almost 300 Durham
students every year take the opportunity to study abroad
and we welcome over 400 students to Durham from our
partner institutions each year. It really is the opportunity of a
lifetime and will add something unique to your CV.

Join us for the 'Study Abroad and Placement Year
Opportunities' webinar in the Lecture Hall at 11.00 on either live
day.

Study Abroad



Durham SU exists for a purpose: they’re the champion of
every Durham student. Every year, Durham students vote for
the next Durham SU Officer team to represent their
interests.

Working on chosen objectives as well as projects mandated
by students they work towards making a difference and
change for the better. The Students’ Union is home to over
250 student groups, including everything from Hummus
Society to student media.

If you need a helping hand while at Durham, the Union’s
Advice Service is there for you, offering independent support
and resources across a variety of issues. There is also a
relaxing and spacious social and study area with the bar
and café, affording beautiful views from the balcony terrace
of the Cathedral and river. 

Find out more at the 'Durham Students' Union' Booth in the
Student Life Exhibition Hall.

At the Virtual Visit Day, find out more about...
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Durham Students' Union



Our Live Days on the 17th February and 20th March are designed to give you a feel for life as a
student at Durham University. The table below highlights the main events of the day.

Wider Student Experience Webinars

Offer Holder Programme

Virtual Visit Days 2021           17#DUInspire

Session Session Type

The Wider Student Experience

TimeSession Type
Wider Student
Experience sessions

On the Hill Colleges Booth

Use this time to explore the Student Life
Exhibition Hall and visit the Lecture Hall to

participate in a range of webinars and Q&As.
Find a full listing in the table below

Time

11:00-12:00

10.00-13.00

Academic Sessions

College Sessions

Finally, you will be able to virtually experience
life of your allocated college. Head to the

booth belonging to your allocated college in
the College Life Exhibition Hall and click the

'Itinerary' tab.

16.00-18.00

In this session you will virtually 'visit' your
chosen academic department. Head along to
your departments booth in the Academic Life

Exhibition Hall and click the 'Itinerary' tab.

13.00-16.00

The below table lists the available webinars all about the wider student experience at Durham. To
access webinars, please head to the Lecture Hall.

Love your Library

Mummies and Manuscripts

International Students

Introduction to Careers

10.00-11.00Webinar

Webinar

Webinar

Webinar

12.00-13.00

9.00-10.00

10.00-10.45

Admissions: Your Questions Webinar 17.00-18.00

Transition to Higher Education 10.30-11.30Webinar

Sports at Durham Webinar 11.00-12.00

Student Volunteering Projects Webinar 12.00-13.00

Music and Theatre at Durham 10.00-11.00Webinar

International Students Webinar 18.00-19.00

Study Abroad and Placement Years Webinar 11.00-12.00



Live Chat 11.00-12.30 (17th)
10.00-12.00 (20th)

Live Chat
 

10.00-17.00
 

Wider Student Experience Live Chat

Offer Holder Programme
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International Office

Careers and Enterprise Centre

Disability Support

TimeSession Type
Wider Student
Experience sessions

Live Chat

On the Hill Colleges Booth 11:00-12:00

The below table lists the available live chat sessions all about the wider student experience at
Durham. Head to the department booth in the Student Life Exhibition Hall and select the 'chat' tab
on the booth.

Music and Theatre

Live Chat

Live Chat

10.00-17.00

11.00-12.00

11.00-12.00

Admissions

Durham Centre for Academic Excellence

Team Durham Sports

Live Chat

Live Chat

12.00-13.00

09.00-10.30,
13.00-15.00

Parents and Carers Live Chat 10.00-18.00

Placement Years Live Chat
10.00-17.00 (17th)

10.00-11.00, 13.00-14.00 (20th)

Student Experience and Views Live Chat 10.00-18.00

Student Volunteering Live Chat 10.00-12.00



Durham University
The Palatine Centre
Stockton Road
Durham
DH1 3LE

Enquiries 

W: durham.ac.uk/study/askus
T: +44 (0)191 334 1000

durham.ac.uk/experience

Visit the University's 
Facebook page:
facebook.com/durhamuniversity

Follow @durham_uni for all the
latest academic news and
developments

View our video content on
University life and events
youtube.com/durhamuniversity

View our latest snaps on
Instagram @applydurham,
@durhamuniversity or
@thedurhamstudent

Follow our student blogs to
discover what life is like at
Durham University
durham-student.org

Watch our film at
durham.ac.uk/study/ug


