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Why study Theology and Religion?

1.You’re interested in the big questions of life…

2.You want to learn about the great religions…

3.You want to learn about the world…

4.You want a broad arts-based education…
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Theology and Religion at Durham

• A tradition going back over 1300 

years

• Some of the finest biblical and 

theological scholars

• Biblical studies, Christian 

theology, study of religion

• Collegial/context

• A commitment to excellence

St Bede, b. 672 (only English 

Doctor of the Church)
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Theology and Religion at Durham

• 1st in UK Research Assessment Exercises 2008 and 2014

• 3rd in the world by the 2017 QS World University Subject Rankings 

• 1st in Research Quality in The Complete University Guide 2017

• 1st in Research Quality in The Times and The Sunday Times University 

Guide 2017

• 3rd in The Guardian University Guide League Tables 2018, and 2nd in 

career after 6 months.
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Theology and Religion at Durham

• a growing 

department

• a friendly 

department

• a supportive 

department

St Cuthbert (b. 634)
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Theology and Religion at Durham

Our programmes:

V614 BA Theology and Religion
- V615 BA Theology and Religion (with Year Abroad, opt in after year 2)

V617 BA Religion, Society and Culture

VV56 BA Philosophy and Theology (Joint Honours)

LA01 BA Liberal Arts

Please note: all programme and module details are currently 

correct, but they are subject to change
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Year One

Core modules:

1. Introduction to Biblical Studies

2. Introduction to Christian Theology

3. Introduction to the History of Christianity

4. Worldview, Faith and Identity
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Year One

Optional modules (take two):

Biblical Hebrew

New Testament Greek

Reading Biblical Texts

Studying the Bible

God and Evil

God and the Good

Islam Observed: Ethnographic Accounts of Muslim Practice

A module from another department

A modern language module
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Worldview, Faith and Identity

Questions you might study in this module:

• What does secularization mean?

• How do anthropologists study witchcraft?

• Can one be ‘spiritual’ and not ‘religious’?

• How does Buddhism understand ‘enlightenment’?
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God and Evil

Questions you might study in this module:

• Is the existence of evil compatible with the 

existence of God?

• What is the relation between sin and evil?

• How have Christians and Jews responded to the 

Holocaust?
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Year Two
Core modules (take at least three):

Literature and Theology of the Old Testament

New Testament Theology

Early Christian Doctrine: Trinity and Christology

Atheism, Belief and the Edge of Reason

Topics in Christian Ethics

Myth and Meaning

Christian Theology: The Essential Questions

Research Project and Colloquium
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Year Two
Optional modules (take up to three):

All modules numbered THEO2xxx in Faculty Handbook

New Testament Theology

Syriac

Hebrew Prose Texts

Passion Narratives (In Greek)

Science and Theology: Exploring the Interface

Religion in Contemporary Britain

Creation and New Creation: Imaging God

A module from outside the Department

A module from Year One

A modern language module
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Atheism, Belief and the Edge of 

Reason

Questions you might study in this module:

• Is it possible to believe in God when secularism 

appears to have all the answers?

• How did the great modern thinkers address the 

question of God?

• What might Christian theology say to Friedrich 

Nietzsche?

• What can theology learn from Iris Murdoch?



∂

Topics in Christian Ethics

Questions you might study in this module:

• Should Christian ethics endorse or reject globalization?

• Does Christian theology have anything distinctive to 

say about climate change?

• Is brain death the moment at which we die?

• What ethical issues are raised by artificial intelligence?
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Death, Ritual and Belief

Questions you might study in this module:

• What is the significance of death for the study of 

religion?

• Why has woodland burial become so popular?

• What is distinctive about Islamic views of death?

• What contribution did Durkheim make to our 

understanding of suicide?
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Year Three

Core modules:

* Dissertation (double module)

Optional modules (take four) – examples include:

Biblical Theology

Aramaic

Religion and Film

Religion in South Asia

The Sociology of Conservative Protestantism

Christian Fundamentalism and the Modern World

Faith and the Experience of War in the Christian Tradition

All modules numbered THEO3xxx in the Handbook (online)

A module from another department 

A module from Year Two
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Year Three Dissertation

Some titles:

Does secularism have a hidden religiosity?

Sociological studies of attitudes towards death amongst 

radicalized religious individuals

Is it possible to believe in angels with a 21st century worldview?

A critical evaluation of the contemporary understanding of the 

ontological argument

Is the Christian understanding of resurrection compatible with 

the world as described by science

The New Testament’s view of the Holy Spirit as a source of 

Biblical interpretation
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Year Three Dissertation

Should we endorse humanist wedding ceremonies?

Towards a Pauline appropriation of Scripture: using the 

Epistle to the Romans as a hermeneutical model 

The ethics of clinical research on patients with Alzheimer’s 

disease

The Theology of Damien Hirst

Buddhism and the environment in contemporary Norwegian 

society 

A study of the Eden narratives in Genesis 2-3

What was the authority and status of the Sons of Zadok at 

Qumran?
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Religion and Film

Questions you might study in this module:

• What are the key critical concepts needed for studying 

film?

• How do films portray Jesus and the Christian church?

• How can we read films for their implicit religious 

themes and religious symbolism?
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Careers and employment
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Careers and employment

Myth: only those going into the Church study theology and religion

Truth: a theology and religion degree will open up to you any career that 

doesn’t specifically require a vocational degree:

 law, the city, accountancy, graduate recruitment jobs

 journalism, retail management 

 teaching, social work

 chaplaincy, ordained ministry

 further study

The 2018 Guardian University Guide League Tables has ranked Durham’s 

Department of Theology and Religion 3rd overall and 2nd in terms of 

employability with 90% of graduates finding graduate-level jobs, or 

further study within 6 months of graduation. 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2017/may/16/university-league-tables-2018
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Applying to Durham

A-Level standard offers:

• BA Theology and Religion AAB (IB 36/665)

• BA Religion, Society and Culture AAB (IB 36/665)

• BA Philosophy and Theology AAA (IB 37/666)

• BA Liberal Arts A*AA (IB 38/666)

There are no required A-Level subjects

We have 71 places a year
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Applying to Durham

UCAS forms:

1. Predicted/achieved grades

2. Personal statement:

• motivation to study theology/religion

• evidence that you are interested

• evidence that you are interesting

3. Reference
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Hi! I've attached some pictures that you may want to use at the open day.

I chose these pictures because together they're a good representation

of the variety of life in Tokyo, a city in which the serene coexists

with the insane, and religious tradition persists amidst the bright

flashing rainbow lights of modernised Japan (in one of the photos you

can see a temporary Shinto shrine being carried along one of central

Tokyo's main roads as part of a religious festival). In three weeks

I've already fulfilled most of my lifelong dreams, including taking

part in a Harajuku fashion walk, meeting many of my internet idols and

seeing Sailor Moon the musical live. In the same day I've visited both

a shrine to the Emperor Meiji and a cafe made out of rainbow

mushrooms. It's a bit like being Alice in Wonderland.

Year Abroad – A letter from Japan
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Tokyo University itself is the most respected higher education

institution in Japan with an extremely rich history. To be studying

here is very humbling and slightly unreal.

During our winter break, I plan to spend some time in a Buddhist

temple learning about Zen practice and the lives of Buddhist monks.

It's so amazing here, I'm living both my academic and non-academic

dreams and having the best experiences I've ever had in my life! I'm

sure it'll be nice to return to the UK after a year, but I feel

euphoric and I'm in absolutely no hurry to leave. I think I'll come

back here after graduation.
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