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SGIA Overview

• Why study at Durham?

• Our programmes and entry requirements – what do I 
need to get in?

• Programme structures – what will my degree involve?

• Research-led teaching – why does 
this matter to my degree?

• Careers – where next, after Durham?

• Contacts



Rankings

SGIA in subject league tables for Politics 

and International Relations:

• 9th in the Complete University Guide 

2020 (6th for Graduate Prospects)

• Top 100 in the QS world rankings for 

Politics and International Relations

Graduate employability 

• 95% of those employed are in 

professional or managerial role 6 months 

after graduation (NSS 2018)

Top 10
UK 

Department
9th in The Complete 

University Guide 



Student wellbeing and progression

• Top 2 university for sport (BUCS 

runner-up for the last 5 years), top 

for team sports (BUCS) and for 

student sport participation – 8000+ 

students in 650+ teams. Times 

Sports University of the Year 2015

• Durham has one of the lowest 

dropout rates – 95% of Politics 

students enter their second year 

(National Student Survey 2018)

• 25% First Class degrees (NSS 

2018 average)



Athena Swan Principles

Need to draw on the full 

range of talents for 

academia to flourish.

Commitment to advancing 

gender equality and 

addressing the absence of 

women from senior 

academic, professional and 

support roles.

Commitment to considering 

the interaction between 

gender and other factors 

whenever possible

Commitment to tackling the 

gender pay gap

Addressing obstacles to 

career advancement at 

important stages such as 

PhD and Post-Doctoral 

appointments.

Addressing the negative 

consequences of short term 

contracts

Tackling discrimination 

against trans people

Recognition of the 

importance of senior 

leadership

Importance of structural and 

cultural change in 

departments and institutions

Recognition of disciplinary 

differences – but also 

similarities with Arts and 

Humanities and Science, 

Technology, Engineering 

and Maths



Degree programmes and offers

• Politics – AAA

• Politics (Year Abroad) – AAA

• International Relations – AAA

• Philosophy and Politics – AAA

• Economics and Politics – A*AA

• Philosophy, Politics & Economics – A*AA 

• Combined Social Sciences – A*AA

• ‘Contextual’ Offers, supported progression and Sutton Trust.

• You’re applying for an offer – roughly 65% of applicants 

receive an offer. 



Qualification Equivalencies

• IB 37 including 666 Higher level subjects

• European Baccalaureate - overall result of 85%

• French Baccalaureate pass with 15 or above (Bien)

• German Abitur – Total mark between 1.3-1.5

• Scottish Advanced Highers - AAA



BA Politics Year 1

Core modules:

• Political Theory

• Democratic Political 

Systems 

• Comparative Politics

• Researching Politics and IR

Two from:

• International Security, 

Interdependence and 

Organisation

• Global Regions in IR

• Introduction to International 

Relations

• One module from the Centre 

for Foreign Language Study

• One module offered by 

another Board of Studies



BA International Relations Year 1

Core modules:

• International Security, 

Interdependence and 

Organisation

• Introduction to IR

• Global Regions in 

International Relations

• Researching Politics 

and IR

Two from:

• Democratic Political 

Systems

• Political Theory

• Comparative Politics

• One module from the Centre 

for Foreign Language Study

• One module offered by 

another Board of Studies



Philosophy and Politics Year 1

Core modules

• Political Theory

• Democratic Political 

Systems

• Ethics and Values

• Knowledge and Reality

• Reading Philosophy

Plus one from

• Researching Politics 

and IR

• Comparative Politics

• International Security, 

Interdependence and 

Organisation

• Global Regions in IR

• Introduction to IR



Economics and Politics Year 1

Core modules

• Democratic Political 

Systems

• Political Theory

• Principles of 

Economics

• Economic Methods

• The World Economy

Plus one further module 

from

• Researching Politics 

and IR

• Comparative Politics

• International Security, 

Interdependence and 

Organisation

• Global Regions in IR

• Introduction to IR



Politics, Philosophy and Economics Year 1

Core modules

• Political Theory

• Ethics and Values

• Knowledge and Reality

• Principles of 
Economics

• Economic Methods

Plus one module from 

• Researching Politics and 

International Relations

• Comparative Politics

• International Security, 

Interdependence and 

Organisation

• Global Regions in International 

Relations

• Introduction to International 

Relations

• Democratic Political Systems



Programme structure, teaching and assessment

• Six modules per year studied in parallel (no semesters)

• Core:option ratio decreases each year

• Typically, Level 1 core modules offer one hour lecture per week plus one hour 

tutorial fortnightly (groups of 10-12)

• Greater diversity from Level 2: e.g. Project Module

• Level 3 reflects specific teaching styles and module needs: e.g. 2-hour seminars

• Level 3 compulsory 10,000 word dissertation

• For every hour of teaching, you should do around four hours of independent study

• Library, DUO (our VLE), web resources, primary documents and data

• Mix of exams, essays, projects (including group work), reports and presentations.



Study abroad options

Possible within all SGIA programmes

A full year abroad – third year of programme

Erasmus exchanges include: Paris, Aix en Provence, 

Amsterdam, Zurich, Heidelberg, Salamanca, Granada, 

Rome, Uppsala, Leiden. 

International Partner exchanges include: Melbourne, 

Otago, Hong Kong, Singapore, Tokyo, Osaka, Beijing, 

Seoul, Boston, Vancouver, Montreal, Buenos Aires, 

Bogota.



Research-led teaching

Four dimensions:

1. You are taught by active researchers who feed their research into their teaching, 

updating, revising and replacing modules to ensure that we get you as close to the 

cutting edge of research as we can. 96% of SGIA research is Internationally 

Recognised, Internationally Excellent or World Leading (REF2014)

2. You are supported to become an effective researcher through acquiring the skills 

needed to conduct rigorous research and assess others’ work 

3. You conduct your own research projects, including, if appropriate, fieldwork. We will 

support as diverse a range of projects as possible

4. How we teach is informed by research into good practice and sharing that practice



What does this mean for your studies?

Professor Nick Vivyan

Module: ‘Elections and British Politics’ (level 3)

Nick uses advanced statistical research techniques to enhance the accuracy and 

specificity of opinion polling. His research has been used across the media, 

including Newsnight and Panorama in the run up to the 2015 General Election, to 

explain the polls and why they are struggling to respond to changing UK political 

dynamics.

Professor Emma Murphy 

Module: Middle East in the International System (level 2)

Emma is working on youth engagement in politics in North Africa, part of an EU-

funded research project. Emma presented  the findings to EU Commissioners and 

European Parliamentarians, the latest in a long line of political engagements, 

including continuing work with Tunisian NGOs.



What does this mean for your studies?

Dr Beth Kahn

Module: Research Project (Level 2)

Beth is a political philosopher working on issues of ‘structural injustice’ and 

global poverty and labour markets. Beth has worked at the University of 

Frankfurt and is a regular contributor to the ‘Justice Everywhere’ blog she 

helped to found.

Professor Anoush Ehteshami

Module: Global Regions in International Relations (Level 1)

Anoush is a specialist on the Persian Gulf, particularly Iran. He was a 

member of the World Economic Forum’s group on energy for 10 years 

and has advised the UK government on Iran policy at every level, up to 

briefing the 2 of the last four PMs.



Careers

SGIA graduates are highly employable: 

Anywhere where understanding how and why resources are distributed in complex, 

dynamic human systems is useful

• Civil Service and Foreign Office

• Financial Services

• Public Affairs and Relations

• Journalism 

• Armed Forces

• Local Authorities

• Non-governmental and civil society organisations

• Development agencies

Postgraduate study, including professional qualifications (e.g. Law)



SGIA careers event – all alumni

Richard Moss (Political editor, BBC North East and Cumbria)

Catherine Harvard (Civil servant, Fast Streamer)

Jila Bahri-Esfahani (Consultant, Capgemini Consulting)

Isabella Grotto (Ward Officer, Metropolitan Police)

Olivia Gleeson (Public Affairs Coordinator, Virgin Media)

Mark Lazar (Start-up Consultant, Public.io)



Contacts and questions

Phone: 0191 334 45689

Email: politics.department@durham.ac.uk

Web: https://www.dur.ac.uk/sgia/

mailto:politics.department@durham.ac.uk
https://www.dur.ac.uk/sgia/


Our graduates confidently face the future. 

They are globally engaged, analytically 

acute, culturally literate and grounded in a 

place, Durham, that won’t ever leave them, 

no matter where in the world they go – and 

they go everywhere.


