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“The collegiate structure
is a defining characteristic
of Durham University. It’s
extremely reassuring to be
part of an active, close-knit
community.



From our award winning
facilities, to our distinctive
college communities,
and our wide range of 
support services, you 
will find much to
explore at the
Virtual Open 
Day.
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Our departments, their facilities and how postgraduate courses are
delivered
What it’s like to be a postgraduate student at Durham University
Funding opportunities
What the University, Durham City and the North East have to offer
Career prospects following postgraduate study
Our unique collegiate system
You will have the opportunity to attend sessions on: Durham
University’s application process; Funding a Masters; and The
Durham University Collegiate Experience
You will have the opportunity to live chat with current students
and academic staff from across the University during our
department sessions.

At the virtual open day you will learn about:

Durham University is committed to the highest
distinction in research and education. It is
consistently ranked among the world’s top 100
universities. The breadth and depth of our
academic excellence is reflected in the results
of the most recent Research Excellence
Framework, a national exercise to
determine the quality of research in UK 

We are delighted that you have decided to
virtually visit, and are eager to share with you our
vibrant, world-leading university

universities. REF 2014 identified world leading scholarship in every
Durham University subject, with 83% of research either
“internationally excellent” or “world-leading.” By reading for a degree
at Durham, you will have the opportunity to learn from leading
scholars on the cutting-edge of their disciplines.

Postgraduate education is not limited to what happens inside the
classroom or at the laboratory bench. Durham’s postgraduate
student community is strong, collegial, and welcoming. Each of
Durham’s colleges provides opportunities for personal growth and
professional development. Career training and employment services
help each of our graduates thrive after completing their degree. We
are proud of the postgraduate education at Durham University, and
look forward to sharing it with you!

Welcome!
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A World-class Education

Professor Alan Houston
Vice-Provost (Education)



At our Virtual Open Day you'll hear from staff representing all
academic departments and have an opportunity to participate
in a live chat. You will also be able to hear from some of our
current students about what is like to live in Durham and to
learn more about the collegiate system. Furthermore, we will
be providing guidance on the application process, fees and
funding and writing a research proposal. An event schedule
can be found on pages 8-10.

Don't worry if you miss something during the Open Day-  you'll
be able to view the on-demand content on the platform until 31
January.

You'll first arrive at our lobby, where you can visit the
information desk, access the Exhibition Halls or explore the
Lecture Hall. 

The main navigation bar will be displayed across the top of
your screen, and you can navigate using this.

Our Virtual Open Day

Discover Durham University

Virtual Open Day 2021            5#DUInspire

Postgraduate life has been
a great way to transition
and prepare further for
work. Equally, being a
postgraduate at Durham
has meant finding new
passions, meeting a more
diverse range of people
and a network for life.

If you have any questions, you can always pop to our help
desk on the day - where we will be happy to help. Even after
the event itself, you can pop back to this desk to ask a
question to our enquiries team.

Help Desk

Lydia Edwards



In our Lecture Hall you can  view a selection of webinars.
Live events are running in the lecture theatre from 11.00
until 13.00. In some webinars, you'll be able to ask questions
during the event, and for others you can visit the chat room. 

You can also find a full schedule of webinars on page 8-10.

Our Virtual Open Day
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Lecture Hall

Don't forget to stop by
the 'Careers and
Enterprise' booth for
information on how our
Careers and Enterprise
Centre could help you
on your journey after
your degree!

Our Department, College and Professional Support Service staff
are on hand throughout the Open Day to answer any questions
you may have. Chats are available at different times during the
day - just check out the listings on pages 8-10 to find out the
timings.

You can access the chat rooms through the 'chat' option on the
relevant booth.

Chat Room



Academic Departments 
Colleges
Careers
Student Life.

In our lobby, you will find links to our Exhibition Halls, each
containing booths covering all aspects of Durham University
life:

Click on the banners on each booth to find out more, or use the
tabs below the booth to watch videos, collect resources and
speak to staff members.

Find a full listing of booths, chat times and resources available
on pages 8-10.

Student Views

Our Student Views booth is packed full of blogs and videos
from current Durham postgraduate students. There will also be
current students ready to chat between 13.00-14.00 and 
15.00-16.00.

International Office

Representatives from the International Office will be on hand
to chat between 11.00 and 16.00 on the Help Desk.

Exhibition Hall

Top tips!
Check out the booth for
Doctoral Training
Partnerships and Centres for
Doctoral Training to find out
some of the amazing
training environments
available at Durham for
Doctoral research (Find out
more on page 11).

Virtual Open Day 2021           7#DUInspire



11.00-
11.45

14:00-16:00

Life as a Durham 
Postgraduate 
Student

13.00-
14.00

Experience Durham 
Live Chat

If you’re thinking of applying for a PhD, you may need to submit
a research proposal as part of your application. This session will
explore what needs to be included in a research proposal and
will help you to start thinking about writing your own proposal.

Applying to 
Durham University

Time

Most of our postgraduate students apply through the University’s
own admissions portal. This session takes attendees through the
admissions and application process at Durham University, leaving
ample time for questions for our Admissions staff.

Virtual Open Day Schedule
 Webinars
 

Jill Howarth,
Postgraduate 
Admissions
Manager

In this session, prospective Masters applicants will be able to
discover the main sources of funding available. Information
will be presented about scholarship and bursary opportunities
as well as details of loans available.

Neville Hallam,
Deputy Head of
Student
Immigration and
Funding Service

Funding a 
Masters

Hear directly from some of our Postgraduate Student Ambassadors
about what it’s like to live in Durham. They will talk about what it
means to be a member of one our colleges and their experiences of
living in college and in private accommodation. They can also tell
you about development opportunities and what to explore in the
North-East.

Jen Barton, Student
Recruitment
Manager and 
current
postgraduate
students

Simon Rees, Head
of Research
Development in
DCAD

Writing a 
Research Proposal

Jessica Lawrence
(Head of Student
Music), Kate Barton
(Head of Student
Theatre) and David
Coldwell (Deputy
Director of Sport)

Representatives from Sport, Music and Theatre will be available to
tell you about the great opportunities that are available for
students to get involved with at Durham. This includes things like
university and college level sport, opportunities to perform in
various bands and choirs and to get involved in various theatre
productions.  

Session Title Lead Session Description
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A number of our colleges will be available at various times between
13.00 and 16.00 to talk to you about being a postgraduate student in
their college. They can talk to you about the opportunities that they
offer for both students living in and living out of their college. You
will be able to ask any questions that you have about living in a
college and/or being a member of a college – something very unique
to Durham!  

Various CollegesMeet the Colleges

All Departments

13.00-
16.00

(Check 
individual 
Listings on 
Page 10)

12.00-
13.00

Pre-
Record

Pre-
Record

11.00-
11.45

13.00-
14.00

Meet Our Current 
Students

Current
Postgraduate
Students

A range of our current postgraduate
students will be available to answer any questions that you
have about being a postgraduate student in Durham.

Department 
Live Chat

14.00
-16.00

(Check 
individual 
Listings on 
Page 9)

All Departments In the afternoon you will be able to engage in a live chat with
our academic departments. This will allow you to ask any
questions that you have about your planned course of study.

15.00-
16.00

Meet Our Current 
Students

Current
Postgraduate
Students

A range of our current postgraduate
students will be available to answer any questions that you
have about being a postgraduate student in Durham.



Each Department, College and University Service listed below is represented on a booth. The below
table also indicates timings for each live chat session.

Booths and Chat Timings: Academic Life 
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Government and International Affairs

Modern Languages  and Cultures

Biosciences

Chemistry

Classics and Ancient History

Computer Sciences

Business School

Education 

Engineering 

Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies

Geography

History

Law

Sports and Exercise Sciences

Mathematical Sciences

Music

Social Work

Philosophy

Physics

Psychology

Sociology

Archaeology

Academic Departments Chat Timings

14.00-15.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-15.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

15:00-16:00

14.00-16.00Earth Sciences

Data Science 14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

English Studies

14.00-16.00

Postgraduate Certificate of Education (PGCE)

Criminology

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

Aura CDT 14.00-16.00

14.00-15.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00Theology and Religion

ReNU CDT 14.00-16.00

14.00-15.30

14.00-16.00

14.00-15.00

14.00-16.00

14.00-16.00Anthropology

DTP - SOFI 14.00-16.00

Chat TimingsDepartment



14.00-14.30

13.30-14.00

14:00-16:00

The best aspect of being a postgraduate at Durham University is the
collegiate system. Being part of a college means I belong to a community
that can support me and be my family away from home.

Georgia Dimitriou
PhD in School of Government and International Affairs
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Booths and Chat Timings: Student Life

Doctoral Training Partnerships and
Centres for Doctoral Training

Colleges (Specific college timings listed below)

Meet Our Current Postgraduate Students

Experience Durham (Sports, Music, Theatre
and Volunteering)

Student Life Chat Timings

Colleges Chat Timings

13.00-16.00

13.00-14.00

13.00-14.00 & 15:00-16:00

Each 'student life' area listed below is represented on a booth. The below table also indicates timings
for each live chat session.

Visit the Colleges Booth to find out more information about our collegiate system. Various colleges will
also be on hand to answer questions in the College Booth Chatroom. See the listing below to check
timings for live chat for individual colleges.

Chat Timings: College Life

14:00-16:00

13.00-14.00Grey College

College of St Hild and St Bede

15.00-16.00

13.00-14.00

14.00-16.00

15.00-16.00

Collingwood College 14.15-15.15

Hatfield College 14.00-16.00

Grey College 13.00-14.00

13.00-13.30

13.00-16.00

13.00-14.00

13.00-16.00

14.00-16.00

Josephine Butler College 13.00-16.00

St Aidan's College 13.00-14.00

St Chad's College 13.00-13.30

St Cuthbert's Society 15.00-16.00

St John's College 13.00-16.00

Stephenson College 13.00-16.00

University College 14.00-16.00

Ustinov College 13.00-14.00

13.00-15.00Van Mildert College

13.00-14.00Trevelyan College



Doctoral Training Partnerships (DTPs) are block grants, usually
across a selection of research institutions, which support
postgraduate students with funding and development
opportunities. DTPs provide a rich environment of research and
training for PhD students.

To help meet global demand for highly qualified people, Durham
University has teamed up with private and public sector
organisations to establish doctoral training partnerships and
centres that provide outstanding training and research
opportunities for postgraduate students. 

Similarly, Centres for Doctoral Training (CDTs) are formed by a
group of research organisations who combine research, funding
and expertise to train PhD students.

There are several DTPs and CDTs available at Durham, covering a
broad range of research areas. To find out more visit our dedicated
webpages here.

Highlights
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New Opportunity: MDS Master of Data Science 

New for 2021, Durham University will be offering a taught
postgraduate Master of Data Science course.

All around us, massive amounts of increasingly complex data are
being generated and collected.  Business, research, government,
communities, and families can use that data to make informed and
rational decisions that lead to better outcomes. It is impossible for
any one individual or group of individuals to keep on top of all the
relevant data: there is simply far too much. Data science enables us
to analyse large amounts of data effectively and efficiently and as a
result, has become one of the fastest growing career areas.

Previously, data science was the province of experts in maths and
computer science, but the advent of new techniques and increases
in computing power mean that it is now viable for non-experts to
learn how to access, clean, analyse, and visualize complex data.
There is thus a growing opportunity for those already in possession
of knowledge about a particular subject or discipline, and who are
therefore able to grasp the full meaning and significance of data in
their area, to be able to undertake data analysis intelligently
themselves. The combination of primary domain knowledge with
an expertise in extracting relevant information from data will give
those with this ‘double-threat’ a significant employment
advantage.

To find out more, please visit our course database here.

Explained: Doctoral Training Partnerships 
and Centres for Doctoral Training

https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/pg/studyoptions/research/dtc/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/courses/info/?id=27337&title=Master+of+Data+Science&code=G5K823&type=MDS&year=2021#coursecontent


Durham University
The Palatine Centre
Stockton Road
Durham
DH1 3LE

Enquiries 
W: durham.ac.uk/study/askus

Main Switchboard:
T: +44 (0)191 334 2000

durham.ac.uk/experience

Visit the University's 
Facebook page:
facebook.com/durhamuniversity

Follow @durham_uni for all the
latest academic news and
developments

View on video content on
university life and events
youtube.com/durhamuniversity

View our latest snaps on
Instagram @applydurham,
@durhamuniversity or
@thedurhamstudent

Follow our student blogs to
discover what life is like at
Durham University
durham-student.org

Watch our film at 
durham.ac.uk/study/pg


