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Anthropology of Health Research Group: Academics

Public Health Anthropology
Andrew Russell - new organisational forms in public health (e.g. Fresh North East, the WHO’s FCTC); 
non-human/human relationships; South Asia and globally 

Tessa Pollard – physical activity and sedentary time in everyday life, promoting physical activity

Helen Ball – breastfeeding, parent-infant sleep; sleep more generally

Gillian Bentley - Behavioural ecology; Hormones; Early life development and later life health; 
Evolutionary medicine; Overweight/obesity and child health; Reproductive ecology

Global Health Anthropology
Kate Hampshire - health-seeking practices of children and young people in Africa

Hannah Brown – care and health governance in Kenya, epidemic response in West Africa, human-
animal interactions

Tom Widger – pesticide use, renal health and suicide in Sri Lanka

Jed Stevenson – water, health and wellbeing, Ethiopia

Liana Chase – global mental health; Nepal

Anthropology of Science, Medicine and Biotechnology
Bob Simpson – anthropology of bioethics, genetics and new reproductive technologies

Kate Hampshire – use of mobile phones in health-seeking in sub-Saharan Africa

Roslyn Malcolm – hormones, human-animal relations, UK



Benefits of being part of AHRG

Student Members 
include MSc Medical 

Anthropology 
students and our 

large cohort of PhD 
students who work 

on health issues

High profile seminar 
speakers invited by 

our group to the 
departmental 

seminar

Regular research 
group meetings

Chance to meet 
others and discuss 
grant applications, 
fieldwork projects, 

future research, etc.



Structure of the Degree*

Compulsory Modules Credits

Dissertation 60

Anthropology of Global Health (Michaelmas Term) 15

Public Health Anthropology  (Epiphany Term) 15

AT LEAST ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

Statistical Exploration and Reasoning (Michaelmas Term) 15

Fieldwork & Interpretation (Michaelmas Term) 15

Optional Modules (to make up a total of 180 credits)

Advanced Specialised Aspects in Health and Medical Anthropology 15/30/45/60

Advanced Specialised Aspects in Evolutionary Anthropology 15/30

Society, Energy, Environment and Resilience 15

Anthropology and Development 15



MSc Dissertations - Examples 

Medical Anthropology 2013 

• The Political Economy of tobacco production and control in People’s Republic of China. 
• Filling the Gap: Ethnography of a CAM fertility clinic in the UK 
• DSM1 to DSM5: The story of spirit possession and trance. 
• Tokens of trauma: The experience of ageing Shoah survivors in a Jewish support centre. 
• Phenomenology and Being: exploring the ‘Lived Heart’ amongst Indian migrants in the 

Northeast UK. 
• The Beauty Salon: stories from the salon in the use and potential of beauty salons for 

psychotherapy amongst ethnic minority women. 

Medical Anthropology 2014 

• The nature of ethos in a homeless drop-in centre. 
• Experiencing diabetes: an ethnographic study exploring treatment compliance amongst 

patients with type 2 diabetes. 
• The emergency ICU body: ethnography in intensive care unit. 
• Advocating for children and adolescents living with HIV in Harare, Zimbabwe. 
• Pandemic Influenza: Risk, threats and pharmaceutical control measures. 
• Is there a relation between menopausal symptoms and reproductive hormone levels in 

women during menopausal transition?



What Our Students Say

“There is a warmth and established openness amongst the students and the staff in 
the Anthropology department, which makes me feel relevant and part of a growing 
family of academics.  The intellectual stimulation that I continuously receive in this 
environment is an amazing and unquantifiable experience, whose rewards I can 
already feel.”

Barbara Mutedzi
MSc Medical Anthropology (2013-2014)

Please ask if you would like to be put in contact with a

previous or current postgraduate student



Jessica Watson

MSc Medical Anthropology 2011

Knowledge Exchange and Community Engagement Officer

Glasgow Centre for Population Health

Ellie Tait

MSc Medical Anthropology 2012

Currently Senior Research Executive

Ipsos MORI

Ben Kasstan

MSc Medical Anthropology 2013

Currently Research Fellow at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem



Current students

Andrea Lambell

MARM (Health and Wellbeing pathway)

Currently in the first year of a three-year 
NINEDTP funded PhD progamme in the 
Department



Online teaching, learning and 
research

危机 

• Flexible, blended form of online and face-to-face learning and 

teaching

• Offsite as well as onsite modalities

• Social distancing =/= physical distancing

• At the forefront of training in online, digital forms of 

anthropological research as well as teaching



Thank you!

Any questions?

A.J.Russell@durham.ac.uk any time
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