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Liberal Arts

Liberal Arts – our flexible humanities programme

• Liberal Arts – the successor to Combined Honours in Arts –
makes it possible for students interested in the humanities to 
design their own degree, combining up to four subjects in the 
Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences

• Liberal Arts, together with the related Combined Honours in 
Social Sciences and Natural Sciences programmes, offers a 
flexible, creative, multidisciplinary alternative to conventional 
Single Honours and Joint Honours programmes 

• Liberal Arts students specialise in particular subjects, but in 
all of their subjects they study alongside Single Honours and 
Joint Honours students – working on the same topics, taking 
part in the same classes, and undergoing assessment in the 
same ways, by essays, examinations, and research projects
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Liberal Arts

Structure of the programme

• Year 1:

• 120 credits from three or four subjects

• Year 2:

• 120 credits from two, three, or four subjects

• Year 3 (in the 3-year programme):

• a research project plus 80 credits from two or three subjects

• Year 3 (in the 4-year programmes):

• studying or working abroad / placement in the UK or abroad

• Year 4 (in the 4 year programmes):

• a research project plus 80 credits from two or three subjects



Liberal Arts

Subjects in the Arts and Humanities

• Classics 

and Ancient History

• English Literature

• History

• Music

• Philosophy

• Theology

and Religious Studies

• Visual Arts

• Arabic

• Chinese

• French

• German

• Italian

• Japanese

• Russian

• Spanish

25 September 2019 Liberal Arts at Durham University 5



Liberal Arts

Subjects in the Social Sciences

• Anthropology

• Archaeology

• Business

• Economics

• Education

• Geography

• Politics or

International Relations

• Sociology
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Liberal Arts

• It is only possible for students to study subjects in the Sciences, 
such as Mathematics and Psychology, if they are qualified to do 
so, and if there is a compelling academic case for them to do so

• At every level, 50% of a student’s modules must be in subjects in 
the Arts and Humanities – and so up to 50% of their modules can 
be in subjects in the Social Sciences ( – ‘the 50% rule’) 

• Subject and module combinations must be timetable-compatible

• Subject and module combinations must be intellectually coherent

• Students who are studying a language as a principal subject must 
take a core ‘language module’ plus one or more ‘culture modules’

• In certain other subjects, such as Philosophy, Politics, and IR, it is  
also necessary for students to take a minimum of two modules
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Liberal Arts

Combining subjects in Liberal Arts

• Some students combine subjects in which Durham does not 
have a separate programme, such as English Literature and 
French, or Music and Theology, or Philosophy and Classics

• Other students choose to combine subjects in which Durham 
has a separate programme – such as English Literature and 
Philosophy, and Modern European Languages and History –
so that they can combine the subjects in a more flexible way 

• Since they can take subjects in the Arts and Humanities and
in the Social Sciences, students can take combinations such 
as History and Politics, Classics and Archaeology, Theology 
and Anthropology, Philosophy and Economics, or Music and 
Sociology, or combine Chinese with Politics, or International 
Relations, or Economics
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Liberal Arts

Liberal Arts (with Year Abroad) #1

• Modern Languages Year Abroad

• We encourage students to study modern languages – either 
as one or more of their principal subjects, guaranteeing that 
they will go on to study or work abroad in their third year, or 
as a minor, through the Centre for Foreign Language Study

• Students who are studying one or two languages as principal 
subjects transfer over to the four-year programme at the end 
of Year 1, and start planning their Year Abroad at the start of 
Year 2

• During the Year Abroad, some students study at a university, 
some teach English in high schools, and some undertake an 
internship in a company or other organisation
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Liberal Arts

Liberal Arts (with Year Abroad) #2

• Study Abroad – Exchange Programmes

• Other students can apply to study abroad through one of the 
University’s student exchange programmes, which include a 
large number of partnerships with universities in Europe and   
the wider world, including Canada, the US, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, Korea, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand 

• Students who secure places to study abroad transfer over to 
the four-year programme at the end of Year 2

• During the Year Abroad, students are expected to undertake 
a programme of study which involves their principal subjects, 
but are strongly encouraged to take classes in other subjects
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Liberal Arts

Liberal Arts (with Placement Year)

• The Placement Year

• Students can apply to undertake an extended placement, in 
an organisation in the UK or overseas, consisting of at least 
40 weeks of professional-level work experience

• Students whose placement proposals are accepted transfer 
over to the four-year programme at the end of Year 2

• In the course of their Placement Year, students are required 
to complete a placement assessment, approved, in advance, 
by the Director of Liberal Arts, which would typically take the 
form of a project or portfolio related to the learning outcomes 
of the Liberal Arts (with Placement Year) programme

25 September 2019 Liberal Arts at Durham University 11



Liberal Arts

Liberal Arts – highly qualified students

• We recruit highly-qualified students from the UK, the rest of 
Europe, and the wider world, especially from North America 
and South and East Asia

• Our entry requirements are higher than those for most other 
programmes in the Humanities and Social Sciences, and as 
high as those set for English Literature, History, Geography, 
Economics, Law, and PPE

• Our students are among the most highly qualified students in 
the Faculty of Arts and Humanities

• Our students achieve outstanding results, significantly above 
the average results for the University’s students as a whole

• June 2019: 40% of our graduating students achieved a first

• June 2019: 100% of our graduating students achieved a first or a 2.1
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Liberal Arts

Liberal Arts – highly rated departments

Durham University is ranked:

• #1 for English Literature and Music

#2 for Theology and Religious Studies, 

Arabic, French, Spanish, and Geography

#3 for Classics and Ancient History, History, 

German, Italian, Russian, and Archaeology
(source: The Complete University Guide 2020)

• in the top 5 for fifteen subjects and the top 10 for almost all 

subjects which can be studied in the Liberal Arts programme
(source: The Complete University Guide 2020)

• in the top 30 universities globally for the Arts and Humanities 
(source: The Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2019)
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Liberal Arts

Liberal Arts – highly employable graduates

• The ‘graduate profile’ of our graduates is very similar to that 
of graduates of Single and Joint Honours programmes in the 
Faculty of Arts and Humanities

• some graduates go into postgraduate programmes, in Durham, Oxford,  
Cambridge, and London, and other universities in the UK and overseas

• some graduates go into professional training, in preparation for careers 
in sectors such as law, education, and financial services

• some graduates go directly into graduate careers, in a diverse range of 
private, public, and not-for-profit contexts, in the UK and internationally

• Graduates of multidisciplinary programmes offer employers 
a highly valuable set of skills – not only in, and across, their 
specialist subjects, but also in relation to creativity, flexibility, 
adaptability, planning, time management skills, and capacity 
to work independently
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Liberal Arts

• 96% of graduates in employment and/or in further study six 
months after graduating – well above the Durham University 
average of 89% 
(source: DLHE [Destinations of Leavers of Higher Education] 2015-16)

• Some recent graduates of the programme have gone on to:

• MA, MPhil and PhD programmes, in English Literature, 
History, History of Art, Music, Politics and IR, and other 
subjects, in Durham, Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, St 
Andrews, and London 

• PGCEs, Graduate Diplomas in Law, and other graduate 
programmes, in relation to journalism, financial services, 
management, and so on

• careers in teaching, banking, auditing, marketing, public 
relations, human resources, retail management, the civil 
service, publishing, arts and culture management, public 
administration, and the voluntary sector



Admissions

Applying for Liberal Arts (LA01)

• target for entry: 70 (UK/EU)

• entry requirement: A*AA / IB 38 (666 HL) / 
or equivalent qualifications

• There is no direct admission to Liberal Arts (with Year Abroad) / 
Liberal Arts (with Placement Year). Students initially enrol in the 
Liberal Arts programme (LA01), and transfer over to Liberal Arts 
(with Year Abroad) (LA02) or Liberal Arts (with Placement Year) 
(LA03) at the end of Year 1 or at the end of Year 2.

• Students must meet subject-specific entry requirements in order 
to take modules in particular subjects. In English, History, Music, 
and advanced modern languages, an A at A level (or equivalent) 
in the subject in question is required, and, in Economics, an A at 
A level (or equivalent) in Mathematics is required.
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Admissions

Subject-specific entry requirements #1

• English Literature

A at A level (or equivalent) in English Literature  or
A at A level (or equivalent) in English Language & Literature

• History

A at A level (or equivalent) in History

• Music

A at A level (or equivalent) in Music

• Economics

A at A level (or equivalent) in Maths
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Admissions

Subject-specific entry requirements #2

• Languages (as principal subjects) – advanced: 
French / German / Spanish / Italian / Russian / 
Chinese / Japanese

A at A level (or equivalent) in the relevant language

• Languages (as principal subjects) – ab initio (1):
German / Spanish / Italian / Russian / Arabic

A at A level (or equivalent) in any modern language

• Languages (as principal subjects) – ab initio (2): 
Chinese / Japanese

A at A level (or equivalent) in any modern language 
desirable but not essential, since this is not required
for the Chinese and Japanese Studies programmes



Admissions

Why choose Liberal Arts at Durham University?

• you can design your own programme of study

• you can combine subjects which you have previously studied 
with subjects which you have never studied before

• there are no compulsory modules at programme level limiting 
the number of modules you can take in your chosen subjects

• you can specialise more and earlier in this programme than in 
many Liberal Arts programmes at other universities in the UK

• you can study with staff in some of the UK’s most highly-rated 
departments across the Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
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Our students

‘Every person is unique, and so is the 

programme of study undertaken by 

each and every student who is taking 

this programme. The wide range of my 

interests is reflected in my programme 

of study, which shows everyone else, 

including employers, what makes me 

different, and how I stand out from the 

crowd.’

Jennifer Chan

graduated June 2015

Area Manager,

Cathay Pacific Airways

Zhengzhou, Henan, China



Our students

‘The programme has allowed me to 

specialise in my primary subject while 

exploring  a broad range of interests in 

a truly diverse  classroom setting. This 

unique and highly flexible programme 

has given me the space to grow as a 

student, created global connections, 

and put me in the best position possible 

for life after Durham.’

Nick Durrans

graduated June 2016

MS Business Analytics,

ESADE Business and Law School /

Operations Executive, Stuart Logistics

Barcelona, Spain



Our students

‘Liberal Arts gives you the freedom and 

the flexibility to create a degree which 

truly reflects your interests. Studying a 

range of modules in and beyond the 

subjects in which I have specialised, 

I have gained new perspectives and 

been challenged to think beyond 

conventional boundaries. The course 

has contributed hugely to how much I 

have enjoyed my time at Durham, and 

has given me a solid foundation for my 

future career and life after university.’

Natalia Zaidi

graduated June 2017

teaching English in Hanoi, Vietnam



Our students

‘The flexibility of the programme has 

inspired me to pursue my intellectual 

interests. Through the subjects I have 

chosen to specialise in, I have acquired 

a wide range of skills, giving me the 

confidence to take on any challenge 

after university. The programme has 

been central to my experience as a 

Durham undergraduate, and it has 

enabled me to develop the tools that I 

need to succeed in my future career.’

Ysabel Dela Rosa

graduated June 2018

MSc International Management,

University of Bath



Liberal Arts

phone:

+44 191 3343017

email:

liberal.arts@durham.ac.uk

website:

www.durham.ac.uk/liberal.arts

Colin Crowder
Director, Liberal Arts

25 September 2019 Liberal Arts at Durham University 24

mailto:combined.honours@durham.ac.uk
http://www.durham.ac.uk/liberal.arts

