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 Founded in 1928  

 Strong tradition in both teaching and research 

 Ranked in 10 top for seven consecutive years in the QS 
World University Rankings (2019).   

 We are ranked 1st in the Times / Sunday Times Good 
University Guide 2019, 2nd in the Complete University 
Guide 2020 and 3rd in the Guardian University Guide 
2020. 

 
 

Introduction to Department 

 Research Excellence Framework 2014: 
Durham Geography produced the most world 
leading research publications; and came out 
top in the UK for overall research power in 
the discipline nationally. 

 Consistently ranked as one of the best 
Geography Departments in the UK 

 

 

• 71 academic staff 
• 42 researchers 
• 39 professional support, 

administrative & 
technical staff 

• 130 postgraduates 
• 750 undergraduates 
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Research expertise: 
 Politics of Climate Change 

 Urban Development and 

Sustainability 

 Migration, Asylum and Citizenship 

 Politics, Power and Space 

 Cities and the ‘War on Terror’ 

 Development in the Global South 

 Hazard and Risk 

 Sea-Level Change 

 Glaciers and Climate Change 

 Landslides 

 Rivers  

 

 

 Staff are international leaders in these 
fields 

 Module content features the latest 
cutting edge research, ideas and 
thinking in Human and Physical 
Geography 

 Students exposed to the ‘real world’ 
relevance of Geography 

 Opportunities for student engagement 
in research 

 Develop key skills and capabilities for 
employment opportunities 

Introduction to Department 
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Values Underpinning our Teaching and Learning 

 Curiosity: stimulating interest and the 

desire to learn 

 A Sense of Discovery: supporting 

students as knowledge producers 

 Excitement and Passion: generating 

love of the subject 

 Confidence: nurturing independent 

thought through guidance and 

feedback on assessment 

 Inclusion: valuing diverse perspectives 

and authorities of knowledge 

 

Content of the degree 

 Cutting edge knowledge and learning 

 Relevant to significant issues and 

problems 

 Reflects changing world 

 Provides depth and specialism 

 Diverse field sites and types of fieldwork 

 Connecting theory and practice and local 

and global 

Exposed to alternative worldviews 

 Not taking things for granted 

 Knowledge that leads to personal growth 

and potential for social and environmental 

change 

 Student Citizenship: students as future 

shapers of the world 
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Degree Programme Structure 

Geography BA (Hons) 

 Standard offer is A*AA at A level, or 
38 at International Baccalaureate 

 No specific subject requirements 

 

Geography BSc (Hons) 

 Standard offer is AAA or A*AB at A 
level, or 37 at International 
Baccalaureate 

 Require Geography, or one science 
subject 
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Degree Programme Structure 

 3 year programmes 

 Target is ~220 split as equally as possible 

 Note that in Durham, the BA and BSc programmes are different, so 
think carefully about which one you want to do.  

 Lots of different A levels are appropriate for a Geography degree.  

 But, we do not make offers based on General Studies, EPQs, or AS 
levels. 

 Actual/predicted qualifications are only one element: school references 
and the personal statement are crucial in enabling our decision-making 

 Use your personal statement to explain why you want to do 
Geography, and why your particular A levels (and other qualifications) 
are relevant 
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Degree Programme Structure 

Year 1 Compulsory Modules: 

 Physical Geography (20 credits) 

 Human Geography: Space and Place 

in a Changing World (20 credits) 

 Introduction to Geographical Research 

(40 credits) – BA and BSc diverge 

after Term 1 
 

 Choice of either: 

 Two 20 credit elective modules from 

Geography (Planet under Pressure, 

Geographies of Crisis or Understanding 

Earth’s Principles) 

 Or: 

 Another module(s) from another 

Department (e.g. Earth Sciences, 

Languages, Law, Sociology) 

8 Available modules may be subject to changes 
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Degree Programme Structure 

BA:  

 Social Research in Geography             

(40 credits)  

 Theory and Concepts in Contemporary 

Human Geography (20 credits) 

BA Elective modules (60 credits total): 

 Climate Change: Geographical 

Perspectives (20) 

 Contested Environments (20) 

 Economic Geography (20 credits) 

 Geographies of Development (20)  

 Political Geography (20) 

 Social and Cultural Geography (20) 

 Urban Geography (20) 

 One module from the BSc list or 

 One module from another subject 

BSc Elective modules (60 credits total): 

 Climate Change: Geographical 

Perspectives (20) 

 Contested Environments (20)  

 Fluvial Systems (20) 

 Geochemistry of the Environment (20) 

 Glaciers and Glaciation (20) 

 Reconstructing Environmental Change 

(20) 

 Mountain Landscapes (20) 

 One module from the BA list or 

 One module from another subject 

BSc:  

 Scientific Research in Geography     

(40 credits) 

 Handling Geographic Information      

(20 credits) 

Year 2 Compulsory Modules: 

9 Available modules may be subject to changes 
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Degree Programme Structure 

BA Elective Modules (80 credits total, 
max. one field trip) 

20 Credits: 

 The Arctic (Norway) 

 Cape Town: Geographies of Energy 
Transition  

 Berlin: Culture, Politics, Contestation 

 Jerusalem: Territory and Geopolitics  

 Chicago: Sites of Global Change 

 Geographies of Difference 

 Politics and Space  

 Philosophy and Geography  

 Natural Hazards, Risk and Resilience 

 Up to 20 credits from the BSc module list  

Year 3 Compulsory Modules: 

BA & BSc: Dissertation (40 credits) 

10 Credits: 

 Europe: Geographies of Integration/ 
Disintegration 

 Geographies of Finance 

 Neoliberal Life  

 Postcolonialism and Development  

 Race, Nature and Crisis  

 Unfreedom in Labour Relations  

 Contesting Citizenship: Activism, 
Advocacy, Asylum 

 Global Environmental Politics 

 Urban Governance 

 Antarctic Environments  
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BSc Elective Modules (80 credits total, 
max. one field trip) 

20 Credits: 

 The Arctic (Norway)  

 Alpine Landscapes and Processes 
(Switzerland) 

 Mountain Hazards (Nepal) 

 Field Research in Glacial Environments 
(Iceland)  

 Oceans Past and Present  

 River Dynamics  

 Sea Level Change and Coastal Evolution 

 Ice Age Environments  

 Remote Sensing 

 Natural Hazards, Risk and Resilience  

 Up to 20 credits from the BA module list  

 

 

 

Year 3 Compulsory Modules: 

BA & BSc: Dissertation (40 credits) 

10 Credits: 

 Antarctic Environments  

 Landslides  

 Catchment Modelling for Management 

 Past Climates of the Low Latitudes 
 

11 Available modules may be subject to changes 

Degree Programme Structure 



∂ ∂ 

12 



∂ ∂ 

 Portugal (BSc, Year 1) 

 Glasgow, Liverpool, 

Bristol, Skye, Lake 

District (Year 2) 

 Iceland (Year 3 BSc) 

 Switzerland (Year 3 BSc) 

 Nepal (Year 3 BSc) 

 Norway (Year 3 BA/BSc) 

 Jerusalem (Year 3 BA) 

 Cape Town (Year 3 BA) 

 Berlin (Year 3 BA) 

 Chicago (Year 3 BA) 

Geography Fieldtrips 
Residential Fieldtrips: You will be taught by world-leading researchers, through 

diverse learning and teaching methods often through fieldwork in exciting local and 

international locations.  
Compulsory fieldtrips covered by fees. Contributions 

required towards optional fieldtrips 
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Geography with Study Abroad 

 Complete first two years (Level 1 and Level 2) at Durham, and your third year 

at one of our partner universities. You then return to Durham Geography to 

complete Level 3. 

 Graduate from a 4-year degree programme: Geography with Year Abroad 

 Students apply during Term 1 of Year 2 

 Pay 15% of Durham tuition fees (no fees to host University) 

 

 

"It was an amazing 

experience to simultaneously 

study, explore, and live in a 

completely new environment 

for a year during my 

Geography degree”               

Rory Bowe, 2015 Graduate 

Vancouver 

Innsbruck 14 
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 Students apply competitively to up to 30 universities, providing that they offer 

appropriate modules for Geography students 

 

Vancouver 

Innsbruck 

Geography with Study Abroad 
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 Geography students have 

previously studied at: 

 University of Otago, New 

Zealand 

 National University of Singapore 

 University of British Columbia 

 Queen’s University, Canada 

 University of Hong Kong 

 University of Melbourne 
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 Complete Level 1 and Level 2 in Durham, spend Year 3 on a work placement 

(but maintain student status), return to Durham to complete Level 3 

 Graduate from a 4-year degree programme: Geography with Placement Year 

 Pay 20% of Durham tuition fees 

 Minimum of 40 weeks professional level work experience, split across up to 3 

placements. Unpaid placements are discouraged 

 Overseas or UK, but must fulfil University Health and Safety Requirements and 

comply with Foreign Office travel advice 

 Must align with broader career aspirations, but does not have to be closely 

related to the subjects you are studying 

 Applications are formally submitted in Year 2, but search can start at any point 

 The Faculty Placement Officer offers one-to-one support and helps students find 

opportunities, prepare applications, CVs, etc. 

 Assessed via reflective assignments and progress to final year is on a pass/fail 

basis 

 Students maintain contact with academic staff and are visited by Faculty 

Placement Officer/academic staff 

 

 

 

 

Vancouver 

Innsbruck 

Geography with Placement Year 
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 Some potential advantages of the Placement Year degree… 

 Enhance your CV and prepare for the graduate job market 

 ‘Bring to life’ the subject area 

 Trial a career 

 Understand an organisation’s culture  

 Improve your network  

 Discover a new city or country  

 Earn money (!)  
 

 Some Recent Opportunities... 

 House of Commons – Social Statistics Research Assistant  

 House of Commons – Committee Researcher  

 Network Rail – Environment and Sustainability  

 Met Office – Flood Forecasting 

 Disney – Community Engagement 

 Arup – Environmental Consultancy 

 Heathrow Airport 

 Field Studies Council 

 

 

 

 

Vancouver 

Innsbruck 

Geography with Placement Year 
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Last year, 59% of graduate 

hires for the Top 

Undergraduate Employers 

comprised of previous 

placement students and 

interns  

(RateMyPlacement) 

UK students who did a 

placement year were 12 times 

more likely to obtain a good 

degree than those who did not  

(The conversation.com) 
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Teaching Methods & Support 

Lectures 

• Core component of each module 

 

Seminars, Workshops, Tutorials 

• In-depth discussion of different 

aspects of the subject. Could 

include presentations, discussing 

some research, or lecture 

material. 

 

Practicals 

• Hands-on experience of 

research methods 

 

Fieldwork 

• Connect theory and practice, 

teamwork experience, develop 

skills 

 

Surgeries 

• Drop-in sessions to provide 

advice and feedback 

 

Guided Independent Study 

• A key component of each 

module, developing key skills 

to produce rigorous research 
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Pre-Arrival and Induction Week 

 Lectures, activities and a local 

fieldtrip 

Academic Advisors 

 All students have an Academic 

Advisor to aid your personal and 

academic development. 

 Help you adjust to the transition from 

school to University, from settling in 

to the challenges of research-led 

learning and teaching 

 Oversee your academic performance 

and development across the modules 

that you take, and to help you to learn 

from your feedback on coursework 

and exams 

 Be available to help you with any 

problems that you encounter 

 

Teaching Methods & Support 
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Dissertation 

 Midway through Level 2, students are 

matched with a dissertation supervisor 

who is in the broad field that you have 

chosen for your dissertation (independent 

research project).  
 

 This staff member will meet regularly with 

you for the rest of your degree, helping you 

with the process of designing, conducting 

and writing up your own original research 

in Level 3. 

 

 They will also take on the role of Academic 

Advisor 

Teaching Methods & Support 
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Assessment Methods 

 We use a wide range of assessment methods, which reflect the range of skills that 

our students develop. The methods include: 

 Dissertations 

 Essays 

 Examinations (unseen and take-away) 

 Field Note Books 

 Lab and Field Reports 

 Oral Presentations (group and individual) 

 Poster Presentations 

 Visual Essays 

 Policy-Orientated Writing Assignment 

 Research Project Proposals 

Teaching Methods & Support 
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 Academic events (guest lectures, debates, conferences) 

 Careers events (career presentations and advice sessions) 

 Social events  

Durham University Geographical Society 
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 Our graduates are equipped with a range of skills 

with real world relevance and are highly employable. 

 89% of Geography graduates secured employment 

or went on to further study within 6 months of 

graduating 

 Median annual salary for 2015-16 undergraduate in 

full-time employment is £25,000 

 The majority enter jobs relevant to Geography, but 

Geographers enter a wide range of professions 

 Employability Mentoring          

Scheme; developing links          

between alumni and current          

students 

Graduate Prospects 
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Graduate Prospects: 

Types of employers 
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Graduate Prospects: 

Example employers 
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Student Voices 
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Geography Exhibition 

Start: Geography Reception  

    Emma Beck, BSc Geography 
 

Drop-in Sessions:   

 Dissertations (W215)  

     Prof. Cheryl McEwan (Deputy Head of Department) 

 Careers (outside W309)   

 BA & BSc Programme Q&A (W309) 

     Dr Lauren Martin (Deputy Director of Admissions) &  

     Dr Stewart Jamieson (BSc Programme Director)  

 Fieldtrips (W414)  

     Prof. Jeff Warburton & Prof. Phil Steinberg 
 

Laboratory tours: 

 Meet outside labs at: 09:30, 10:00, 10:50, 11:20, 13:30, 14:00, 14:50 and 15:20  

 Dr Eleanor Maddison (Deputy Laboratory Manager) &  

     Prof. Mike Bentley (Head of Department)   
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 Questions? 

@GeogDurham 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/geography 

geogdurham 


