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• Over 160 members of academic staff 
• Triple accreditation 
• Independently recognised excellence in teaching and research 
• Excellent facilities in favourable locations 
• Well-designed degree programmes 
• Wide range of options in the various business disciplines 
• Strong international links

Why Durham University Business School?



• A challenging and stimulating learning environment 
• High student satisfaction rates (independent surveys) 
• Great career prospects
• Opportunities to progress to postgraduate studies 

Why Durham University Business School?



Admissions

• We are looking for candidates with a genuine interest in the 
subject, who are not only interested in learning for technique 
but who can also demonstrate their interest in learning for 
insight and who can make an effective contribution across all 
domains of the University learning environment.

• There are no specific A-level requirements but we look for 
candidates who can demonstrate aptitude and interest in 
related subjects – however, we do not accept General Studies.

• We do not interview candidates but we do take their personal 
statements and references into account.



Accounting & Finance Programmes

• BA Accounting & Finance*
• BA Accounting & Management*
• BSc Accounting**  (New for October 2020 entry) 
• BSc Finance*

* Typical A-Level Offer of AAB
** Typical A-Level Offer of AAA

Plus for all: If not taken as an A level, a grade 7 (or grade A) 
in Mathematics at GCSE. Also accept Core Mathematics 
Qualification grade 5 (or grade B)



Year 1

• Foundations of Finance
• Introduction to Economics
• Quantitative Methods

• Introduction to Financial Accounting
• Introduction to Management Accounting

Plus 1 Option

• Language
• Business Environment and Functions

• The Global Economy

Year 1

• Foundations of Finance
• Introduction to Economics
• Quantitative Methods

• Introduction to Financial Accounting
• Introduction to Management Accounting
• Business Environment and Functions

BA Accounting & ManagementBA Accounting & Finance BSc Finance

BSc Finance and BA Accounting Programmes



• Our BA Accounting & Finance is one of the top programmes in 
Durham University

• Students study a breadth and depth of finance and accounting 
subjects to take their knowledge to a new level.

• Areas of study include accounting information; the legal, 
regulatory and social context within which accounting operates 
and the design and operation of information systems.

• The BA Accounting and Management is designed to give 
students the same strong foundation of knowledge as our other 
finance and accounting programmes, while also offering the 
opportunity to develop particular expertise in management e.g. 
entrepreneurship, marketing principles, and managing in a 
global environment.

Why Study BA Accounting & Finance/Management?



• If you choose the relevant modules, you may be exempt from 
some of the ACA, ACCA and CIMA examinations once you’ve 
completed your degree.

• Just another small step that’ll help make your way up the career 
ladder a little easier.

• Plus, great employment prospects.

Professional Exemptions & Employability



BA Accounting & Finance

Year 2

• Corporate Financial Reporting 
• Management Accounting 
• Auditing & Assurance 
• Corporate Finance 

2 Options:

Principles of Business Law
Macroeconomics for Finance
Microeconomics for Finance
Intro to Financial Econometrics
Financial Markets & Institutions
Introduction to Taxation
Language

Year 3

• Dissertation 
• Contemporary Issues in Accounting
• Financial Planning & Control 

2 Options:

Corporate Governance
Security Investment Analysis
Financial Econometrics
International & Multinational Finance
Financial Derivatives and Financial Engineering, 
Behavioural Finance
Corporate Responsibility
Strategic Management
Islamic Economics & Finance
Real Estate Finance
Big Data Analytics
Tax Planning for Business
Language



BA Accounting & Management

Year 2

• Corporate Financial Reporting 
• Management Accounting 
• Auditing & Assurance 
• Corporate Finance 

2 Options:

Information Systems
Operations Management
Managing in a Global Environment
Principles of Business Law
Entrepreneurship
Intro to Taxation
Language

Year 3

• Dissertation 
• Contemporary Issues in Accounting
• Financial Planning & Control 
• Contemporary Issues in Management Research

1 Option:

Corporate Governance
Strategic Management
Corporate Entrepreneurship
Leadership
Real Estate Finance
Islamic Economics & Finance
Corporate Responsibility
Big Data Analytics
Tax Planning for Business
Language



BSc Finance

Why study BSc Finance?

This degree prepares you for a career in financial markets upon 
graduation. 

A technical curriculum gives you the opportunity to develop a critical 
understanding of theories, empirical evidence and practical application 
concerning finance and financial markets. 

You will have the opportunity to learn about corporate finance,
investments, financial institutions and the sophisticated financial
products traded in today’s global financial markets, whilst acquiring the 
quantitative skills needed to analyse financial data and securities.



BSc Finance

Is the BSc Finance for me?

• Interest in finance and financial markets?
• Comfortable with quantitative analysis?



BSc Finance

Year 2 (Application) 

• Corporate Finance
• Macroeconomics for Finance
• Introduction to Financial 

Econometrics
• Financial Markets and Institutions

Plus 2 Options from:

• Microeconomics for Finance
• Principles of Business Law
• Corporate Financial Reporting
• Auditing and Assurance
• Introduction to Taxation
• Language

Year 3 (Research) 

• Dissertation
• Security Investment Analysis

Plus 3 Options from:

• Financial Econometrics
• International and Multinational 

Finance
• Financial Derivatives and Financial 

Engineering
• Computational Quantitative Finance
• Behavioural Finance
• Islamic Economics& Finance
• Real Estate Finance
• Big Data Analytics
• Tax Planning for Business
• Language



New Programme for 2020

BSc Accounting

How does this degree differ from our other accounting degrees?

• Single subject degree – specialist route

• Vocational links to the accountancy profession

• Maximise professional exam passes/exemptions towards professional 
accountancy qualifications

• Employability and recruitability centred



BSc Accounting

What are the specific advantages of this degree?

• Six subject pillars and an employability theme
• Emphasis on employability skills
• Encouraged to take a placement year in the profession
• Dedicated accounting staff – with professional qualifications and

experience to enhance your experience
• Semesterised teaching
• Maximise professional exemptions, graduate with a Durham degree

and virtually exam qualified as a professional accountant
• Leave with both technical, professional knowledge and the critical

thinking skills of a graduate
• Leverage the employability of a Durham degree



BSc Accounting

Year 1
All compulsory modules:

 Broad underpinning of the knowledge and skills required to understand the 
contexts in which accounting operates; and

 the main aspects of technical language and accounting practices in financial 
and management accounting.

 Financial accounting
 Quantitative business skills and data analysis
 Skills for the professional accountant
 Micro and macro economics for accounting
 The accountant in business
 Management accounting
 Ethics in finance and accounting
 Introduction to corporate and business law



BSc Accounting

Year 2
All Compulsory:

The ‘engine room’ of the degree

• Financial management
• Taxation
• Intermediate management 

accounting
• Financial reporting 1
• Introduction to audit and 

assurance
• Business strategy and technology

Year 3 / 4
An opportunity to specialise and carry out 
research
Compulsory modules:
• Research methods in accounting
• Accounting research project

Optional modules (3 modules from):
• Financial reporting 2
• Data analytics and intelligence for 

accounting
• Advanced management accounting
• Business tax planning
• Audit and assurance 2

• Corporate governance

Year 3
An optional placement year



• If you choose the relevant modules, you can be exempt from 
some of the ACA, ACCA and CIMA professional examinations.

• Making professional qualification easier.
• Plus, great employability support, links and prospects.

• ICAEW 12 papers ACCA 9 papers CIMA 10 papers

Professional Exemptions & Employability



How We Encourage Learning

• Lectures

• Classes (seminars, tutorials, workshops, etc.)

• Group work

• Contact with business organisations



Resources and Student Support

• Excellent library and computing 
facilities

• Bloomberg Professional Terminals

• Web-based learning support system

• Regular staff consultation hours

• Support from assigned academic staff

• Support from Colleges and other 
specialist staff (e.g. Careers, Employability 
and Enterprise Centre)



Work Placement and Employability

• All our Accounting and Finance programmes have the option of a Business 
Placement.

• You can apply directly for a Business Placement year or you can opt for a Business 
Placement year during your degree.

• Students source their own placements but will be supported fully in the process.

• Help, advice, assistance & support is available from a number of dedicated 
sources:

– Careers and Employability Service

– Academic co-ordinator

– Business School contacts

– Placement Tutor

– Alumni Team



Work Placement and Employability

• The 2019 High Fliers Survey (an independent market research 
company specialising in student and graduate recruitment 
research) of graduate recruiters found that:

“More than a third of recruiters who took part in the research 
repeated their warnings from previous years – that graduates 
who have had no previous work experience at all are unlikely to 
be successful during the selection process for their graduate 
programmes.”

• The 2019 Survey also found that Durham was among the top 
ten universities most-often targeted by Britain’s top graduate 
employers in 2018-2019.



• The 2019 Survey also found that with respect 
to vacancies for graduates across fifteen main 
employment areas, 22% were in the area of 
Accountancy and 14% were in the area of 
Banking & Finance/Investment Banking.

• The median graduate starting salary on offer 
in 2019 from the UK’s leading employers was 
£30,000 but for Investment Banking it was 
£47,000.

Work Placement and Employability



• In 2017 research from recruiter Robert Half 
found that a financial background is one of the 
factors for success for those that want to 
reach the top in Britain’s biggest companies.

• A total of 55% of FTSE 100 CEOs have a 
background in finance and accounting, while 
23% are chartered accountants.

Employability



• In the Complete University Guide 2020 our 
Accounting/Finance programmes scored 
91/100 for Graduate Prospects (a measure of 
the employability of a university's graduates).

• Meaning that we were ranked 5th overall 
across the UK for Accounting and Finance 
based programmes.

Employability



Students’ Destinations 



• Opportunities for study abroad in the past have been 
available in:
– Europe (France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Poland)

– Asia (China & Hong Kong, Korea, Singapore)

– North America (Canada, USA)

– Australasia (Australia, New Zealand)

• You can apply directly for a study abroad programme 
year or you can opt for the study abroad during your 
degree.

Study Abroad



Our students graduate from the magnificent
1,000 year old Durham Cathedral



Thank you for your interest in 

Durham University Business School

We look forward to receiving your application!

Any Questions?

https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/askus/

https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/askus/

