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Durham English: Staff

– 61 academic staff, including 15 Professors and 17 

Associate Professors (as of 1 October, 2019)

– In the last Research Excellence Framework (2014), 

90% of the research activity in the Department was 

judged to be “internationally excellent” or “world-

leading”
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The Department is consistently rated as a top-five or 

higher English Department by the Good University 

Guide and the Complete University Guide. Ranked 

top English Department in the UK (in the Complete 

University Guide 2014-2020; Guardian 2017, 2019-

2020).

In the National Student Survey the Department 

generally scores well above 90% for overall 

satisfaction (93% in 2016).

Durham English: Rankings
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Durham English: Location

The Department is 

based in a listed 

Georgian building, 

Hallgarth House, 

and nearly all of its 

teaching takes place 

either here or in the 

Elvet Riverside 

complex.
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Durham English: Ethos

The Department’s teaching draws on a variety of 

different theoretical and methodological perspectives: 

we encourage students to discover new approaches 

and to develop their own responses. Its ethos is that 

teaching and research should complement one another 

at all levels of academic enquiry, from first-year tutorials 

to the specialised supervision available to MA and 

doctoral postgraduates. It combines a strong sense of 

tradition with a commitment to innovation and new 

approaches, and it has particular strengths in 

interdisciplinary research.
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Durham English: Programmes

At Durham, you can study English Literature as a Single 

Honours degree, or as a Joint Honours degree with 

Philosophy or History. You can also take English 

Literature in Liberal Arts. There is an option, once at 

Durham, to apply for an additional year abroad 

www.durham.ac.uk/international/studyabroad, and the 

Department has a number of Erasmus partners: 

www.dur.ac.uk/international/studyabroad/erasmus/outgo

ing/degree/where/artsandhumanities/english/

http://www.durham.ac.uk/international/studyabroad
http://www.dur.ac.uk/international/studyabroad/erasmus/outgoing/degree/where/artsandhumanities/english/
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Q300: English Literature BA (Hons) 

Length: 3 yrs. Typical offer: A*AA

QV21: English Literature and History BA (Hons)  

Length: 3 yrs. Typical offer:  A*AA

QV35: English Literature and Philosophy BA (Hons) 

Length: 3 yrs. Typical offer: A*AA

LAO1: Liberal Arts BA (Hons)

Length: 3 yrs. Typical offer: A*AA

Durham English: Programmes (contd.)
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Durham English: Teaching

– A mixture of large-group and small-group teaching 

(including tutorials of 8-10 students, formative work 

and 1-to-1 feedback sessions)

– Broad coverage: modules range from pre-conquest 

literature to post-war literature

– Compulsory modules: Shakespeare, The Theory and 

Practice of Literary Criticism

– Plus a dissertation in Y3: an extended, individually 

designed project

– Wide range of module-choice
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Durham English: First–Year Modules

Six modules in total, including:

– Introduction to Drama

– Introduction to the Novel

– Introduction to Poetry

Plus at least one of the following:

– Myth and Epic of the North

– Romance and the Literature of Chivalry

– Classical and Biblical Backgrounds to English Literature

– English: Language, Use, Theory
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Durham English: Examples of 

Current Modules

– Lecture/tutorial modules: Post-War Literature, Old English, 
American Poetry, Victorian Literature, Renaissance 
Literature, Old English, Old Norse, Old French, Literature 
of the Modern Period, Literature of the Romantics, 
Restoration and C18 Literature, American Fiction, 
Chaucer, Medieval Literature, etc.…

– Seminar/special topic modules: Toni Morrison, Germanic 
Myth and Legend, John Milton, Evelyn Waugh, The 
Australian Legend, Modern Poetry, Literature, Cinema & 
Neuroscience, Shakespeare on Film, Creative Writing 
Poetry, Writing Prose Fiction, US Cold War Literature & 
Culture, Fictions of Terrorism, W B Yeats etc…
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Durham English: Institutional 

Context

– Durham committed to maintaining high academic 

standards

– Colleges as supportive communities; academic 

advisors supplied by departments

– Research-led teaching: links with research institutes, 

such as the IAS and IMEMS

– World Heritage Site
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Durham English students tend to be:
– Academically highly capable, articulate on paper and in 

conversation

– Self-motivated, intellectually energetic and eager to expand their 

horizons

– People who genuinely enjoy reading and literary-critical debate

– Active and willing to engage in Durham as a community

– Very employable: a Durham degree is highly respected, and

employment-rates are good. The Department’s performance in

relation to The Complete University Guide Graduate Prospects

is excellent (with a score of 82% and a rank of 3rd in the 2019
Complete University Guide).
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Durham Admissions: General 

Principles

– Admissions decisions are made by the university in 

consultation with academic departments, not by the 

colleges

– Once an offer has been made then – and only then –

does the process of matching candidates to colleges 

begin

– Durham departments generally do not interview (and 

English Studies only does so in very exceptional 

circumstances)
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Offers to study English at 

Durham:
– Over 1,300 applications for 164 places for 2018–19 

entry

– Nearly all applicants meet or exceed the minimum 

requirements for entry; good results achieved across 

the range of school-types

– English Studies made over 900 offers

– 71% of applicants received an offer 

– Applicants from right across Europe
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Durham English: the Selection 

Process

Selectors use all the evidence that the UCAS forms offer, 
including the academic record, the personal statement, 
contextual evidence and the school’s reference.

This is a comparative process: i.e. candidates are rarely 
rejected because one element of their application ‘fails’: more 
usually rejections are because cases made by other 
applicants are stronger overall.

Equal consideration of all on-time offers (a reserve is held to 
the very end of the process).
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Standard Offers to Study Single 

Honours or Joint Honours English
- A Levels: Candidates must be predicted to achieve or have 

already achieved at least A*AA. A in English Literature or English 

Language and Literature is essential. Please note: the A* can be in 

any subject and does not have to be in English. We accept English 

Language as a separate A Level.

- International Baccalaureate: Candidates must be predicted to 

achieve or have already achieved at least 38 points overall, 

including 6/6/6 points in Higher Level subjects, to include English 

Literature. 

- Scottish Highers: We prefer 3 Advanced Highers at AAA including 

English Literature but, for applicants where it isn’t possible to take 3 

Advanced Highers, we will accept combinations of Advanced 

Highers and/or Highers instead. Our standard requirement for 

someone who is only able to take Scottish Highers is AAAAA. If you 

are sitting any Advanced Highers, they will form part of your offer 

should you receive one.
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Standard Offers (contd.)

Cambridge Pre-U: Candidates must be predicted to 

achieve or have already achieved at least D2,D3, 

D3. A D3 in English is essential.

Qualification Equivalencies (UK and EU): 

www.durham.ac.uk/undergraduate/study/apply/entry-

reqs/

Policy on Contextual Offers: 

www.durham.ac.uk/study/ug/apply/contextualoffers/

http://www.dur.ac.uk/undergraduate/study/apply/entry-reqs/
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Additional Admissions Information

We welcome applications from:

- Those taking the Access to H.E. Diploma

- Applications from mature students

- Students with non-standard qualifications

- Students from overseas with a fluent command of English

Please note: Mature students and those who do not meet the 

standard admissions requirements should contact us for 

consultation and advice before submitting an application.
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Personal Statement

In the personal statement, tell us why you want to study English, 

or English and History, or English and Philosophy. If applying for 

a joint degree, explain why you want to study English and 

History or English and Philosophy together.

While there is no existing formula for a good personal 

statement, some analysis of literary texts is important. 

Use the personal statement to demonstrate such things as your 

analytical skills and ability to write fluently.
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Personal Statement, contd.

Provide evidence of reading beyond the GCSE, A Level, IB or 

Pre U syllabi. Use the personal statement as an opportunity to 

reflect on, or analyse, texts you have read.

The personal statement should be primarily devoted to 

discussion of literature. Mention of some extra-curricular 

interests and achievements is good, but these should not form 

the bulk of the statement. 

Finally, personal statements should be well written and free of 

grammatical errors. Re-read, edit and proof-read personal 

statements thoroughly before submitting the UCAS form. 
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Contact Us
Departmental Address

Department of English Studies

Hallgarth House 

77 Hallgarth Street 

Durham City 

DH1 3AY

Tel: +44 (0)191 334 2500

Fax: +44 (0)191 334 2501

General Enquiries

Tel: +44 (0)191 334 2500

Email: english.studies@durham.ac.uk

Undergraduate Admissions

Email: english.admissions@durham.ac.uk

mailto:english.studies@durham.ac.uk
mailto:english.admissions@durham.ac.uk

