
EU Qualifications Equivalencies - 2020-21 Admissions Cycle

If you have any questions about our equivalencies, please complete our "Ask us" form found here: www.durham.ac.uk/study/askus
More information about course specific requirements can be found in our Courses Database: www.durham.ac.uk/courses

A Level A*A*A A*AA AAA AAB ABB BBB

Austrian - 
Reifeprüfung / Matura 
(Allgemeinbildende 
Hoehere Schule)

85% overall with 
minimum of 90% in three 
subjects, including any 
specified subjects

85% overall with 
minimum of 90% in 
specified subjects

80% overall with 
minimum of 90% in 
specified subjects

80% overall with 
minimum of 85% in 
specified subjects

70% overall with 
minimum of 85% in 
specified subjects

70% overall with 
minimum of 80% in 
specified subjects

8.5/10 overall with 
minimum of 9/10 in three 
subjects, including any 
specified subjects

8.5/10 overall with 
minimum of 9/10 in 
specified subjects

8/10 overall with 
minimum of 9/10 in 
specified subjects

8/10 overall with 
minimum of 8.5/10 in 

specified subjects

7/10 overall with 
minimum of 8.5/10 in 

specified subjects

7/10 overall with 
minimum of 8/10 in 
specified subjects

18/20 overall with 
minimum of 19/20 in 
three subjects, including 
any specified subjects

18/20 overall with 
minimum of 19/20 in 

specified subjects

17/20 overall with 
minimum of 19/20 in 

specified subjects

17/20 overall with 
minimum of 18/20 in 

specified subjects

15/20 overall with 
minimum of 18/20 in 

specified subjects

15/20 overall with 
minimum of 18/20 in 

specified subjects

Belgium  -  Diploma 
van Secundair 
Onderwijs

As assessments are made at the school level for these qualifications, applications from pupils studying these qualifications are considered on a case-by-
case basis. Guidance on indicative grade equivalencies can be seen below:

Pass with distinction (mit gutem erfolg bestanden) 
with the majority of subjects at at least grade 2.  In 
addition, specific subjects may be required at grade 
1 depending on the degree programme.

Pass with high distinction (Mit ausgezeichnetem Erfolg bestanden) with the majority of stubjects at 
grade 1 (sehr gut).  Specific subjects may be required at grade 1 depending on the degree programme. 

Belgium  -  Certificat 
d'Enseignement 
Secondaire Supérieur

Belgium - 
Abschlusszeugnis der 
Oberstufe des 
Sekundarunterrichts 

As assessments are made at the school level for these qualifications, applications from pupils studying these qualifications are considered on a case-by-
case basis. Guidance on indicative grade equivalencies can be seen below:

As assessments are made at the school level for these qualifications, applications from pupils studying these qualifications are considered on a case-by-
case basis. Guidance on indicative grade equivalencies can be seen below:
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A Level A*A*A A*AA AAA AAB ABB BBB

Bulgaria - Diploma za 
Sredno Obrazovanie

5.8 overall, to include 3 
state examinations with a 

minimum of 6 in two 
specified subjects

Please contact us for 
advice

5, 5, 5 in higher level 
subjects

5, 5, 5 in higher level 
subjects

5, 5, 5 in higher level 
subjects

5,5,4 in higher level 
subjects

5, 4, 4 in higher level 
subjects

4, 4, 4 in higher level 
subjects

Cyprus  - Apolytirion 
of Lykeion

Please ask us for advice

N/A

Croatia - Svjedodžba 
o Maturi (Certificate of 
Maturity)

Croatia - Drzavna 
Matura (State Matura) 

Czech Republic - 
Maturitni Zkouška / 
Maturita

2 or better in all subjects

Grade 1 may be required in specified/relevant subject(s)

1 in three subjects and 2 or better in all other subjects.

Where specific subjects are required:
A* or A at A level = 5 in required subject(s)
B at A level = 4 in the required subject(s)

5.7 overall, to include 3 state examinations and with a minimum of 6 in 
specified subjects.

5.0 overall, with minimum of 6 in specified subjects.

5 overall, with minimum 5 in specified subject(s). 5 overall, with minimum 4 in all subjects.

Applicants who have at least 18.5 out of 20 in the Apolytirion programme as well as 2 GCE A Levels with grades of A* to B will be 
considered for admission to our Bachelor degree programmes.  

Applicants with the Apolytirion of Lykeion only will need to apply for foundation level study. Visit our International Study Centre for 
more information:  www.durhamisc.com

Where specific subjects are required:
A* or A at A level = 5 in required subject(s) at higher level
B at A level = 4 in the required subject(s) at higher level
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A Level A*A*A A*AA AAA AAB ABB BBB

Danish 
Studentereksamen 
(STX, HHX or HTX or 
HF)

Please ask us for advice

Minimum of 10/12 or 
above overall.  Specific 
subjects may be required 
and the most relevant 
may require a grade of 
12/12 at level A.

Minimum of 7/10 or 
above overall.  Specific 
subjects may be 
required.

Overall score of 5 in the 
Gumnaasiumi 
loputunnistus with scores 
of 95%, 95%, 90% in 3 
state (Riigeksam) 
exams. May include 
specified subjects.

Overall score of 5 in the 
Gumnaasiumi 
loputunnistus with scores 
of 95%, 90%, 90% in 3 
state (Riigeksam) 
exams. May include 
specified subjects.

Overall score of 5 in the 
Gumnaasiumi 
loputunnistus with scores 
of 90%, 90%, 90% in 3 
state (Riigeksam) 
exams. May include 
specified subjects.

Overall score of 4.5 in 
the Gumnaasiumi 
loputunnistus with scores 
of 90%, 90%, 85% in 3 
state (Riigeksam) 
exams. May include 
specified subjects.

Overall score of 4 in the 
Gumnaasiumi 
loputunnistus with scores 
of 90%, 85%, 85% in 3 
state (Riigeksam) 
exams. May include 
specified subjects.

Overall score of 4 in the 
Gumnaasiumi 
loputunnistus with scores 
of 85% in 3 state 
(Riigeksam) exams. May 
include specified 
subjects.

Pass with overall result 
of 85%.

Pass with overall result 
of 85%

Pass with overall result 
of 85%

Pass with overall result 
of 80%

Pass with overall result 
of 75%

Pass with overall result 
of 70%.

Finland - 
Ylioppilastutkinto / 
studentexamen 
(Matriculation 
Examination)

Pass with 7776 in four 
subjects (7 = Laudatur, 6 
= Eximia).

Pass with 7766 in four 
subjects.

If a pre-requisite subject for the course is available to take at state level (i.e. Mathematics, Estonian or a second language), then this may be required for 
study on the course. Please ask us for guidance.

Estonia - 
Gümnaasiumi 
lõputunnistus 
(Secondary School 
Certificate) including 
the Rligieksum

European 
Baccalaureate Where specific subjects are required:

A* at A level = 9 in the required subject(s)
A at A level = 8.5 in the required subject(s)
B at A level = 8 in the required subject(s)

Minimum of 10/12 or above overall.  Specific subjects may be required.

Pass with 7666 in four subjects. Pass with 6666 in four subjects.
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A Level A*A*A A*AA AAA AAB ABB BBB

17
Très bien

16
Très bien

15
Bien

13
Assez bien

German Abitur
At least 1.2 overall with 
at least 13 in specified 

subjects.
At least 1.2 overall At least 1.5 overall At least 1.8 overall At least 2.1 overall At least 2.4 overall

Greece - Apolytirion of 
Lykeio

Please contact us for 
advice

Applicants who have at least 18.5 out of 20 in the Apolytirion programme as well as 2 GCE A Levels with grades of A*, A or B 
(depending on programme) will be considered for admission to our Bachelor degree programmes. 

Applicants with the Apolytirion of Lykeion only will need to apply for foundation level study. Visit our International Study Centre for 
more information:  www.durhamisc.com

French Baccalaureate 
(including the 
International Option)

Subject specific requirements are usually as follows:
A* at A level = 17 in required subject (s) (varies by course)
A at A level = 15 in required subject (s)
B at A level = 13 in required subject(s)

For courses requiring both Maths and Further Maths at A level:
A*A* in Maths and Further Maths = 18 in FB Maths
A*A in Maths and Further Maths = 17 in FB Maths
AA in Maths and Further Maths = 16 in FB Maths

Following the 2021 reforms, if you have any questions about your subject specialisms in relation to the course you’d like to study with us, please contact us 
at www.durham.ac.uk/study/askus

14
Bien
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A Level A*A*A A*AA AAA AAB ABB BBB

5 final subjects taken in 
the Hungarian Matura. 
95%, 90% in two 
Advanced level subjects 
and 85%, 85%, 80% in 
three Intermediate level 
subjects.

5 final subjects taken in 
the Hungarian Matura. 
90%, 90% in two 
Advanced level subjects 
and 85%,80%,80% in 
three Intermediate level 
subjects.

5 final subjects taken in 
the Hungarian Matura. 
80%, 80% in two 
Advanced level subjects 
and 80%,80%,80% in
three Intermediate level 
subjects.

5 final subjects taken in 
the Hungarian Matura. 
80%, 80% in two 
Advanced level subjects 
and 80%,80%,75% in
three Intermediate level 
subjects.

5 final subjects taken in 
the Hungarian Matura. 
80%, 80% in two 
Advanced level subjects 
and 80%,75%,75% in
three Intermediate level 
subjects.

5 final subjects taken in 
the Hungarian Matura. 
80%, 80% in two 
Advanced level subjects 
and 75%,75%,75% in
three Intermediate level 
subjects.

38, including 776 in 
Higher Level subjects.

38, including 766 or 666 
in Higher Level subjects 
depending on the degree 
programme applied 
for.[1]

37 including 666 in 
Higher Level subjects.

36 including 665 in 
Higher Level subjects.

34 including 655 in 
Higher Level subjects.

32 including 555 in 
Higher Level subjects.

Pass with 776 in Higher 
Level subjects.

Pass with 766 or 666 in 
Higher Level subjects 
depending on the degree 
programme applied 
for.[1]

Pass with 666 in Higher 
Level subjects.

Pass with 665 in Higher 
Level subjects.

Pass with 655 in Higher 
Level subjects.

Pass with 555 in Higher 
Level subjects.

Irish Leaving 
Certificate 
(Higher level)

H1,H1,H2,H2,H2 H1,H2,H2,H2,H2 H2,H2,H2,H2,H2 H2,H2,H2,H2,H3 H2,H2,H3,H3,H3 H3,H3,H3,H3,H3

International 
Baccalaureate 
Diploma

We may specify a very good (6) or excellent (7) grade in related subjects.

International 
Baccalaureate Career-
related Programme 
[IBCP]

Must include at least three Diploma Higher Level courses.
We may specify a very good (6) or excellent (7) grade in related subjects.

Hungary - Erettsegi / 
Matura

Where specified subjects are required at A level equivalent:
A* at A level = 85% in Advanced level subject(s)
A at A level = 80% in Advanced level subject(s)
B at A level = 75% in Advanced level subject(s)

Page 5 of 9



EU Qualifications Equivalencies - 2020-21 Admissions Cycle

A Level A*A*A A*AA AAA AAB ABB BBB

Italy - Esame di Stato

Overall average grade of 
98% or above, with 90% 
or above in specified 
subjects.

Overall average of 90 or 
above. Applicants may 
be required to have 
studied specific subjects.

Overall average of 85 or 
above. Applicants may 
be required to have 
studied specific subjects.

Overall average of 80. 
Applicants may be 
required to have studied 
specific subjects.

Latvia - Atestats par 
visparejo videjo 
izglitibu 

Lithuania - Brandos 
Atestatas (Certificate 
of Maturity from a 
Gymnasium or 
Secondary School)

Overall average 9.5 in 
the school matura, to 
include at least three 
state examinations at 
95%, 95%, 90%. Specific 
subjects may be required 
at state level.

Overall average 9.5 in 
the school matura, to 
include at least three 
state examinations at 
95%, 90%, 90%. Specific 
subjects may be required 
at state level.

Overall average 9.5 in 
the school matura, to 
include at least three 
state examinations at 
90%, 90%, 90%. Specific 
subjects may be required 
at state level.

Overall average 9 in the 
school matura, to include 
at least three state 
examinations at 90%, 
90%, 80%. Specific 
subjects may be required 
at state level.

Overall average 9 in the 
school matura, to include 
at least three state 
examinations at 90%, 
80%, 80%. Specific 
subjects may be required 
at state level.

Overall average 9 in the 
school matura, to include 
at least three state 
examinations at 80%, 
80%, 80%. Specific 
subjects may be required 
at state level.

Luxembourg - 
Diplôme de Fin 
d'Etudes Secondaires

Please contact us for 
advice

Pass with an overall 
score of 47 or above.

Pass with an overall score of 48 or above. Pass with an overall score of 45 or above.

Overall average of 95% or above, with 90 or above 
in specified subjects.

Requires Foundation Year (or other accepted level 3 qualifications) for entry to undergraduate studies at Durham.
 Find out more about our International Study Centre: www.durhamisc.com
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A Level A*A*A A*AA AAA AAB ABB BBB

Pass with AA at 
Advanced Level and 
AAA at Intermediate 
level. May include 
specified subjects at 
Advanced Level. 
Excludes Intermediate 
Level in Systems of 
Knowledge.

Pass with AA at 
Advanced Level and 
AAA at Intermediate 
level. May include 
specified subjects at 
Advanced Level. 
Excludes Intermediate 
Level in Systems of 
Knowledge.

Pass with AA at 
Advanced Level and 
AAA at Intermediate 
level. May include 
specified subjects at 
Advanced Level. 
Excludes Intermediate 
Level in Systems of 
Knowledge.

Pass with AA at 
Advanced Level and 
BBB at Intermediate 
level. May include 
specified subjects at 
Advanced Level. 
Excludes Intermediate 
Level in Systems of 
Knowledge.

Pass with AB at 
Advanced Level and 
BBB at Intermediate 
level. May include 
specified subjects at 
Advanced Level. 
Excludes Intermediate 
Level in Systems of 
Knowledge.

Pass with BB at 
Advanced Level and 
BBB at Intermediate 
level. May include 
specified subjects at 
Advanced Level. 
Excludes Intermediate 
Level in Systems of 
Knowledge.

Netherlands (The) - 
VWO (Voorbereidend 
Wetenschappelijk 
Onderwijs)

Minimum of grade 8 
overall plus three 
subjects with a minimum 
of grade 9, 9, 8, which 
may be required in 
specific subjects.

Minimum of grade 8 
overall plus three 
subjects with a minimum 
of grade 9, 8, 8, which 
may be required in 
specific subjects.

Minimum of grade 8 
overall plus three 
subjects with a minimum 
of grade 8, 8, 8, which 
may be required in 
specific subjects.

Minimum of grade 7.5 
overall plus three 
subjects with a minimum 
of grade 8, 8, 7, which 
may be required in 
specific subjects.

Minimum of grade 7.5 
overall plus three 
subjects with a minimum 
of grade 8, 7, 7, which 
may be required in 
specific subjects.

Minimum of grade 7 
overall plus three 
subjects with a minimum 
of grade 7, 7, 7, which 
may be required in 
specific subjects.

Poland - Swiadectwo 
Dojrzałości / Matura

Overall average of 90% 
or above to include at 
least 3 advanced level 
courses, 2 of which are 
at 90% or above.

Overall average of 90% 
or above (to include at 
least 3 advanced level 
courses).

Overall average of 85% 
or above (to include at 
least 3 advanced level 
courses).

Overall average of 75% 
or above (to include at 
least 3 advanced level 
courses).

Overall average of 80% or above (to include at 
least 3 advanced level courses).

Malta - Advanced 
Matriculation (AM) - 
(as examined by 
University of Malta 
(MATSEC) only)

Where additional Advanced levels are taken, these would form part of the offer instead of the Intermediate Level grades. If GCE A Level is taken alongside 
two Advanced Levels, and A* is part of the typical offer for that programme, an A* in the GCE A Level will be required.
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A Level A*A*A A*AA AAA AAB ABB BBB

Portugal - Certificado 
de fim de Estudos 
Secundários

Overall average score of 
19 or above plus 19 in 
specified subject(s).

Overall average score of 
17 or above.

Romania - Diplomă 
de Bacalaureat

Pass with at least 9.5 in 
two subjects plus at least 
9.0 in one subject. May 
include specified 
subjects.

Pass with at least 9.5 in 
one subject plus at least 
9.0 in two subjects. May 
include specified 
subjects.

Pass with at least 9.0 in 
three subjects. May 
include specified 
subjects.

Pass with at least 9.0 in 
two subjects plus at least 
8.5 in one subject. May 
include specified 
subjects.

Pass with at least 9.0 in 
one subject plus at least 
8.5 in two subjects. May 
include specified 
subjects.

Pass with at least 8.5 in 
three subjects. May 
include specified 
subjects.

Slovakia - Maturitná 
skúška / Maturita

Please contact us for 
advice

Overall average score of 
2 / MCL.

Pass matura with 55555 
in individual subjects

Pass matura with 55554 
in individual subjects

Pass mature with 55544 
in individual subjects

Pass matura with 55444 
in individual subjects

Pass matura with 54444 
in individual subjects

Pass matura with 44444 
in individual subjects

Spain - Curso de 
Orientación 
Universitaria (COU) / 
Título de Bachillerato

Overall 9 or above plus 9 in 
2 specified subjects (some 
departments may require 
the Science and 
Technology strand).

Overall average score of 1 / MCL.

9 or above.  Applicants may be required to have studied specific subjects in order to be eligible for entry to some degree 
programmes.

Overall average score of 19 or above. Overall average score of 18 or above.

Higher level mathematics or Higher level in a language may be required for some programmes at grades 6-8 as specified by the department. Specified 
subjects may also be required at grade 5.

Slovenia - Matura / 
Secondary School-
Leaving Diploma
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A Level A*A*A A*AA AAA AAB ABB BBB

Sweden - 
Avgångsbetyg / 
Slutbetyg från 
Gymnasieskola 
(previously 
Studentexamen) 
(Upper Secondary 
School Leaving 
Certificate)

2500+ credits taken with 
an overall score of 19.5 
including AAB in 
specified subjects.

2500+ credits taken with 
an overall score of 19.5 
including ABB in 
specified subjects.

2500+ credits taken with 
an overall score of 19.0 
including BBB in 
specified subjects.

2500+ credits taken with 
an overall score of 18.0 
including BBB in 
specified subjects.

[1] Please refer to www.durham.ac.uk/courses for Higher Level grades required.
Please note some qualifications have been subject to change, and are therefore under review by Durham University.
Some programmes may require specific subjects at specified grades.

2500+ credits taken with an overall score of 16.0 
including BBC in specified subjects.
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