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Multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary?



What is Combined Honours?

• Combined Honours is an undergraduate degree framework which gives you the 
opportunity to design your own degree

• In Single Honours programmes, you study one subject, but you can only take a 
few modules in other subjects

• In Joint Honours programmes, you study two subjects, on a 50/50 basis, but you 
cannot take modules in other subjects

• In Combined Honours programmes, you study two, three, or even four subjects, 
giving you far more choice and flexibility

• Combined Honours in Social Sciences (CH Social Sciences)  allows you to 
study two or more subjects in, and beyond, the social sciences 



Different directions
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Build your own degree

You can take two, three, or even four 

subjects 

You can study subjects in the Social 

Sciences – Anthropology, 

Archaeology, Business, Economics, 

Education, Geography, Politics, 

International Relations, Sociology, 

and Sport – and subjects in the 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities



But not too many!



Programme regulations summary

Level Options

1 • 120 credits from 2, 3 or 4 subjects
• At least 60 credits in Social Sciences 

2 • 120 credits from 2, 3 or 4 subjects
• At least 60 credits in Social Sciences 

Possible year abroad or placement year

3 • Dissertation (normally 40 credits)
• 80 credits from 2 or 3 subjects
• At least 60 credits in the Social Sciences



What kind of programme?

• Build your own JH programme

• You can combine subjects where there is no alternative 

programme (e.g. Politics/History)

• Create a parallel programme

• You can combine subjects where there is an alternative 

programme (e.g. PPE) but in a more flexible way

• Flexible bespoke programme

• You can combine up to 4 subjects to pursue a tailor-made degree 

(e.g. Economics, Geog, Spanish, or Sociology, Politics, 

Education, Business)



Variety of dissertation options

You can conclude your studies with a 

dissertation from one of our Faculty 

departments 

Or pursue an interdisciplinary project by taking 

the Combined Social Sciences dissertation 

module.



What restrictions are there?

• Programme regulations ( minimum 60 credits p.a. 
Social Sciences)

• Module availability

• Timetable constraints

• Director approval

• Module pre-requisites and co-requisites

• Some modules have subject-specific entry 
requirements (History, English, Music, MFL, 
Economics)



What support is there?

• Weekly office hours with CHSS Director

• Weekly office hours with lecturers

• DUO page for CHSS and Weekly eBulletin

• Academic Advisor in one of your principal subjects

• Combined Coordinator in all Soc Sci depts

• CHSS Student Social Society

• CHSS peer mentor scheme

• College support



CHSS student social society

• Every CHSS student is automatically a 

member

• Aims to create a social community

• Freshers’ welcome events

• Returners’ events

• Mentor events

• Support during induction week

• Ball in January



Student representatives



Peer mentors



Entry requirements: typical offer

GCE A level A*AA

IB 38 points (666 at higher level)



Substitute personal statement

Many applicants apply to a range of single honours 

courses alongside a combined honours application.

If this is the case for you, and you’re wondering how to 

tailor your personal statement accordingly, Durham has 

the option for you to submit a substitute personal 

statement.

https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/ug/apply/ucas/personalstate

ment/substitute/

https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/ug/apply/ucas/personalstatement/substitute/


Subject entry requirements

Subject-specific entry requirements:

• Economics

A at A level (or equivalent) in Mathematics (IB Higher level 6, Standard level 7)

• English Literature

A at A level (or equivalent) in English Literature
[or in English Language and Literature]

• History

A at A level (or equivalent) in History

• Music

A at A level (or equivalent) in Music



Subject entry requirements continued

Subject-specific entry requirements:

• Languages (as principal subjects) – advanced: 
French / German / Spanish / Italian / Russian

A at A level (or equivalent) in the relevant language

• Languages (as principal subjects) – ab initio (1):
German / Spanish / Italian / Russian / Arabic

A at A level (or equivalent) in any modern language

• Languages (as principal subjects) – ab initio (2): 
Chinese / Japanese

A at A level (or equivalent) in any modern language desirable but not essential, 
since this is not required for the Chinese and Japanese Studies programmes



Study Abroad opportunities

• CHSS students who study a modern language can 
transfer to a four-year version of their programme, 
which includes a Year Abroad, during which they will 
study at a university, or teach English in schools, or 
undertake internships in companies or other 
organisations

• Other CHSS students can also transfer to a four-
year version of their programme, including the Year 
Abroad, if they secure a  place to study at one of 
Durham’s partner universities via the Overseas 
Exchange programme or the Erasmus programme

• We also have a placement year variant for students 
who wish to undertake a 40 week work placement 
between their second and final year



Employment prospects

• Destination figures for 2018 are excellent with 89.3% 

of CHSS leavers securing employment and/or going 

on to further study within six months of graduating. 

• The average salary of our graduates is £25,500.

• Employers like the Combined degree - for the obvious 

reason that graduates come out with a range of skills 

from the different subjects they have studied. 

• We run CHSS careers/CV workshops to support you 

each year



Employment prospects
Arsenal - Football Coach

Bank of America Merril Lynch - Corporate Auditor

Bank of England - Risk Infrastructure and Op Models Analyst

Burnkit - Office Manager

byscarlett - Artist

CityStasher - Business Development Manager - France Region

Deloitte - Associate, Analyst

Ethicore - Associate consultant

EY - City Economist, Audit Associate

Faust PR - PR and Digital Junior Account Executive

Football Whispers - Product Manager

Hawtrey Dean - Executive Consultant

Her Majesty's Prison and Probation Service (HMPPS) - Unlocked Graduate Trainee

HM Treasury - Policy Advisor

LDN Holidays - Associate

Lietas MD Ltd - Sales Project Manager

Oasis Academy - Teaching

Penningtons Manches LLP - Graduate Internship

PWC - Tax accountant

Q5 - Researcher

Red Cross - Red Cross Intern

Redgate Software - Renewals Executive

School-Home Support - Fundraising Assistant

Self-employed - A-level tuition

St John's College - President of St John's Common Room

Swire Group Properties - Graduate Trainee

Telum Media - Junior Executive, Finance

The Girls' Network - Network manager

The Hut Group - Business Development Executive

Tutora - Self-employee tutor and volunteer

University of Maine - Graduate teaching assistant

YMCA - Youth Worker



In 2013, The Independent reported that Durham

University is thought to have the highest rate of inter-

student marriages in Britain. Roughly 72% of students 

will marry a fellow Durham alumnus, a third of couples 

starting a relationship only after graduation. This is by 

far the highest percentage of any UK university, with 

the national average typically standing at 18-20%.

(Palatinate, Feb 7, 2019, “Meeting the real 70%”)

https://www.palatinate.org.uk/tag/durham/
https://www.palatinate.org.uk/tag/durham/


Further study

Some students continue in academia, pursuing Higher Degrees in their chosen 

subjects or in interdisciplinary fields. Recent graduates have taken or are currently 

taking MA or MSc degrees in a wide variety of fields, including:

• International Relations

• Development Studies

• Forensic and Biological Anthropology

• Management

• Conflict and Security

• Politics and International Relations

• Gender Studies



Why choose CH at Durham?

• flexibility

• the opportunity to study abroad

• the opportunity to combine your existing

subjects with new subjects

• the opportunity to specialise in two subjects

or to study a broader range of modules

• the opportunity to make creative connections 

between two or more academic disciplines 



Why choose CH at Durham?

• internationally prestigious university

• research-led education in all subjects

• highly rated by past and present students

• very good results, better than the results in 

many single and joint honours programmes (in 2018, 

99% of students graduating from CHSS earned a 2:1 

or First)

• very good graduate prospects (postgraduate 

degrees, professional training, and direct entry

to many graduate careers, in the private, public, and 

not for profit sectors)



Further information

Thank you!

Q&A

_____________________________________________________

For information on the Combined Honours in Social Sciences programme:

• phone: 0191 334 1000

• Webform: www.durham.ac.uk/study/askus/

• website: www.durham.ac.uk/chss/

For the programme regulations and outlines of all modules:

• see the Faculty Handbook Online:

www.durham.ac.uk/faculty.handbook/

http://www.durham.ac.uk/study/askus/
http://www.durham.ac.uk/chss/
http://www.durham.ac.uk/faculty.handbook/
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