
No Detriment policy: undergraduate worked examples 
 

1. AMW and No Detriment AMW calculation 

The arithmetic mean weighted mark (the AMW) is the weighted mean of all of your 
summative assessments from your second year onwards. Known as ‘assessment 
components’, these are typically coursework, or examinations, or a dissertation/major 
project. Each component Mark is weighted by: 

• the component weight (column f in Table 1, below): the percentage of the module 
which is made up by that assessment component; 

• module credits (column c): the number of credits that the module contributes 
towards your degree. 

• the year weight (column a) of 2 for modules taken at Level 2, 3 at Level 3, and 4 at 
Level 4 (in an integrated Master’s programme).  

 

To calculate the AMW: 

• these three weights are multiplied together to become weighted component 
credits (column g). These numbers identify how much any individual assessment 
component contributes to your overall degree classification. 

• each Mark is multiplied by its weighted component credits to become a weighted 
mark (column h). 

• your AMW is the sum of the weighted marks divided by the sum of the weighted 
component credits. 

 

Mathematically: 

𝐴𝑀𝑊 =
∑(𝑀𝑎𝑟𝑘 ∗ 𝐶𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑜𝑛𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑤𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 ∗ 𝑀𝑜𝑑𝑢𝑙𝑒 𝑐𝑟𝑒𝑑𝑖𝑡𝑠 ∗ 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑤𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡)

∑(𝐶𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑜𝑛𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑤𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 ∗ 𝑀𝑜𝑑𝑢𝑙𝑒 𝑐𝑟𝑒𝑑𝑖𝑡𝑠 ∗ 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑤𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡)
 

 

The No Detriment AMW is calculated in the same way as the default AMW, except that the 
calculation excludes all assessments submitted in 2019/20 that were affected by Covid-19 
(defined as due to be submitted on or after 14th March).  

 

Both marks will be calculated for every student in their graduating year, but only the 
highest of these two marks is used in classifying your degree. This means the affected 
assessments can only raise, and never lower, your overall classification. 

 

Two Worked Examples showing the No Detriment AMW in practice can be found on the 
following two pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Worked examples 

Final-year undergraduates 

To illustrate how this works in practice, we’ll give a simplified example of an undergraduate 
programme using real numbers (illustrated in the Table 1).  

• A student is taking a three-year Arts & Humanities BA. They pass all their modules in 
their first year (which don’t contribute to the final classification).  

• They take three modules in their second year, worth 40 credits each. All three 
modules have two equal components: a 50% coursework essay and a 50% exam. 

• They then take three modules in their final year, worth 40 credits each: a dissertation 
(worth 100%), and two modules with the same assessment types as those in second 
year. However, their final year is affected by Covid-19, and therefore all exams 
and the dissertation (all submitted after 13th March) are subject to the No Detriment 
policy (these are highlighted in green). 

The totals in columns h and j give the default AMW (61.63) and the No Detriment mark 
(59.39). Because the student performed well in their affected assessments, which improved 
their overall performance, the default AMW is higher.  

The AMW is therefore used, and the student is awarded a 2:1. 

 

  a b  c d e f g h i j 

Year  Module  
Module 
credits  

Comp-
onent  

Mark  
Comp’t 
weight  

Weighted 
comp't 
credits  

Weighted 
marks  

ND 
weighted 
credits  

ND 
weighted 

marks  

              a x c x f e x g a x c x f e x g 

2018/19  

2 AH2.1  40 Cwk  63 50% 40 2520 40 2520 

2 AH2.1  40 Exam  56 50% 40 2240 40 2240 

2 AH2.2  40 Cwk  58 50% 40 2320 40 2320 

2 AH2.2  40 Exam  55 50% 40 2200 40 2200 

2 AH2.3  40 Cwk  60 50% 40 2400 40 2400 

2 AH2.3  40 Exam  61 50% 40 2440 40 2440 

2019/20  

3 AH3.1  40 Cwk  60 50% 60 3600 60 3600 

3 AH3.1  40 Exam  63 50% 60 3780     

3 AH3.2  40 Cwk  61 50% 60 3660 60 3660 

3 AH3.2  40 Exam  65 50% 60 3900     

3 AH3.3  40 Diss  66 100% 120 7920     

Total weighted marks / credits    600 36980 360 21380 

Weighted mean mark [AMW]  
(Weighted marks ÷ weighted credits)  

    61.63   59.39 

Table 1 -- AMW and No Detriment calculations for a student affected in their final year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Non-finalists 

If, however, the student had been affected by Covid in their second year then the result of 
the no-detriment calculation would be calculated for the final exam board in their graduating 
year (2020/21). 

The weightings, marks and process used in the table below are the same as above, but the 
exam components in second year (highlighted in green) have been excluded from the No 
Detriment calculation. On this occasion, because the student performed slightly worse in the 
Covid-affected assessments (the second year exams), the No Detriment AMW (62.71) is 
higher than the default AMW (61.63).  

The no-detriment mark is therefore used, and the student is awarded a 2:1. 

 

  a b  c d e f g h i j 

Year  Module  
Module 
credits  

Comp-
onent  

Mark  
Comp’t 
weight  

Weighted 
comp't 
credits  

Weighted 
marks  

ND 
weighted 
credits  

ND 
weighted 

marks  

              a x c x f e x g a x c x f e x g 

2019/20 

2 AH2.1  40 Cwk  63 50% 40 2520 40 2520 

2 AH2.1  40 Exam  56 50% 40 2240     

2 AH2.2  40 Cwk  58 50% 40 2320 40 2320 

2 AH2.2  40 Exam  55 50% 40 2200     

2 AH2.3  40 Cwk  60 50% 40 2400 40 2400 

2 AH2.3  40 Exam  61 50% 40 2440     

2020/21 

3 AH3.1  40 Cwk  60 50% 60 3600 60 3600 

3 AH3.1  40 Exam  63 50% 60 3780 60 3780 

3 AH3.2  40 Cwk  61 50% 60 3660 60 3660 

3 AH3.2  40 Exam  65 50% 60 3900 60 3900 

3 AH3.3  40 Diss  66 100% 120 7920 120 7920 

Total weighted marks / credits    600 36980 480 30100 

Weighted mean mark [AMW]  
(Weighted marks ÷ weighted credits)  

    61.63   62.71 

Table 2 -- AMW and No Detriment calculations for a student affected in their second year 


