
Durham University STEP
2021



Durham University's Space to Explore Potential, or
STEP, offers a dedicated space for young black
students, who are typically underrepresented at
Durham University, to explore not only their own
potential, but all that Durham has to offer as a
potential university destination.
 
In its second year, STEP consists of a 3 day summer
school and a series of online resources throughout Year
12 and 13. You will have the opportunity to:

have taster sessions from academics within one of
our departments (see list opposite);
receive key information, advice and
guidance about the UCAS application process,
personal statements and student finance;
network with and ask questions to current
students about what it is like to be a Black student
at Durham University;
meet other like-minded students from across the
UK;
and, gain a guaranteed, alternative offer (typically
two grades below) for a programme of study
at Durham, if you fully engage with the
programme.

Please make sure you're available for the event
dates below before you apply to the programme.
 

Summer School – 21-23 July*
STEP Online - a series of online content and
activities delivered throughout 2021

 
*We are still to confirm if this will be in person or
virtual.

What is STEP?

Key dates

"Taking part in this programme was an
incredible experience! Before attending this
programme I was very much unsure about a
future at Durham or even pursuing further
education here. However, from attending
sessions and speaking with my mentor, I know
feel more confident in engaging with others but
also more comfortable knowing that there are
societies and people to ease my journey when
going to university or anywhere in life especially
for those of the BAME community."
 
                 STEP 2020 Programme Participant 

You can apply online by visiting our webpages. The
application form is relatively simple and it should not
take you more than 30 minutes to complete. The form
will ask you a variety of details including your
personal information, educational details and some
questions about the eligibility criteria. You will also
have the opportunity to express your subject
preference.
 
As part of the application process, you will also
be asked to select a teacher to verify some of
the information provided in your application
form. We recommend picking a teacher who you feel
knows you best and informing them that you have
chosen them. This way your teacher can keep a close
eye on their emails ready to verify your application.
 
Applications will close on the 16 April 2021.
Unfortunately we will be unable to accept any
late applications.
 
We aim to communicate all application decisions by the
end of April. If you have applied to the programme, but
haven't heard from us by this time we would encourage
you to get in touch. 
 
 

Which subject tasters can you apply for?
Law
Biosciences
Maths 
Geography
Economics and Finance
Sociology & Criminology
Psychology
Accounting

How can you apply?
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https://www.dur.ac.uk/step/apply/


Rated
4.5/5
2020 STEP Survey

2020 highlights:
Three day summer school

Day 1: DU Life
Day 2: Academic Sessions
Day 3: HE Ready

Talk from the Durham University ACS society
Inspirational keynote speech from Dr Jason Arday
8 Durham University student mentors
Social sessions and the chance to meet other students 

All
students
would recommend STEP to a
friend.
 
STEP 2020 Survey

"The most important thing was
gaining a student's perspective
about what studying at a
prestigious university, like
Durham, is like and some of the
challenges he's faced and
overcome as someone from an
ethnic minority. I really
appreciated that he was willing to
share this honest information
with us and I also enjoyed
connecting with other sixth form
students" STEP participant
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Who can apply?
 
This may not be the most interesting page, however please read it
thoroughly before applying. As places are limited and highly sought after,
we will use the eligibility and selection criteria to help us identify those
applicants who we feel will benefit the most from the programme. 
 
Successful applicants are not required to choose Durham University
through UCAS, however, the aim of the programme is to support students
in their pursuit of a place at Durham University and we ask that you take
this into consideration when choosing to apply.
 

Essential criteria – applicants must:
be in Year 12 or equivalent and attending a UK state school or college.
be currently living in the UK and have been for a minimum of three
years prior to the time of application as well as having UK or EU
nationality or indefinite leave to remain in the UK, except where
residence in the UK is wholly or mainly for the purpose of full-time
education.
identify as being from one of the following groups that are
particularly under-represented at Durham University: 

Black or Black British – African;
Black or Black British – Caribbean;
Black or Black British - Mixed;
or Black or Black British - Other.
 

Additionally, we may prioritise applicants
meeting some of the following (this list is in
no particular order):

have achieved at least eight GCSEs or equivalent at grade 6 or above
(or e.g. B, Distinction), including at least three at grade 7 or above (or
e.g. A, A* or Distinction) and a strong level of achievement for
relevant subjects.
come from neighbourhoods with low overall progression rates to
higher education or high levels of financial, economic or social
deprivation.
have experienced significant educational disruption, for example if
they have been in local authority care or under a Care Order for at
least three months prior to starting Year 12 (i.e. they are a care leaver)
or are irreconcilably estranged from both parents/carers.
are in receipt of, or entitled to, Free School Meals, Pupil Premium
funding and/or discretionary school/college payments, which are
directly linked to financial hardship.
will be within the first generation in their family to attend university.
attend schools or colleges with a low overall GCSE and/or A-Level,
Higher/Advanced Higher (or equivalent) point score and/or schools
or colleges with low progression rates to higher education.

You may also want to consider our Supported Progression programme
or Durham’s Sutton Trust Summer School. You are welcome to apply to
more than one of these programmes. However, if you are successful in
gaining a place at more than one, you will be expected to choose one
programme to pursue. This enables us to offer programme places to a
greater number of individual students.
 
All of our programmes welcome applications from disabled students and
make reasonable adjustments to facilitate access to events at the
University.

If you are unsure whether or not you
meet the eligibility criteria and you
would like to discuss this further we
would encourage you to speak with
a teacher in your school or contact
us directly. The application form only
takes around 30 minutes to
complete, so if you would like to
submit a speculative application,
even if you do not meet many of the
criteria, you are welcome to do so. In
this instance we would advise you to
take this into consideration to
manage your expectations and not
be disheartened if you are not
successful in gaining a place.

If your application to STEP is not
successful, this is not necessarily a
reflection of your ability to study at
Durham University and we would still
encourage you to apply to the
university through UCAS in Year 13.
The STEP application form will ask
you if you would like to receive news
and updates from us regarding other
relevant information and events. If
you select yes to this then you will
still receive these communications
from us even if you are not
successful in gaining a place on the
programme.
 
The STEP team look forward to
receiving your application!
 

We are hosting two online
STEP information events on:

18 Feb
15 March

 
To find out more, click
through to our webpages to
sign up here.
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https://www.dur.ac.uk/supported.progression/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/sutton.trust/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/step/events/info/


durham.ac.uk/step/

Contact Other
Opportunities
Please click on the bold titles to find
out more!

Sutton Trust Summer School - In
partnership with the Sutton Trust we run a
free week long summer school for Year 12
students. The summer school features similar
benefits to the Supported Progression
summer school with less year round
commitment.
 
Online resources - Check out the website for
lots of information and resources aimed at
prospective students.
 
UniBuddy - Ask current students any
questions you may have about studying at
Durham University.
 

Access and Engagement
The Palatine Centre
Durham University
Stockton Road
Durham
DH1 3LE

T: +44 (0)191 334 9126
E: step@durham.ac.uk

Durham University and Durham University logo are registered Trade Marks of the University of
Durham. Unless otherwise stated, all material in this publication is copyright of the University of
Durham. The University makes every effort to ensure that the information contained here is accurate.
This publication is intended as a general guide to University of Durham's facilities and form no part
of any contract between you and the University. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the permission of the University. Please note that the
University’s website is the most up to date source of information and we strongly recommend that
you always visit the website before making any commitments.
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https://www.dur.ac.uk/schools/sessionvideos/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/schools.outreach/onlineresources/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/study/ug/visit/unibuddy/?ub_medium=product&ub_source=University%20Popcard&ub_campaign=&ub_content=

