
St Mary’s College Society 

August 2020 
 
Dear Mary’s Fresher,  
 
Congratulations on becoming a member of St Mary’s College!  May I, as President of St Mary’s 
College Society, add my welcome to the others you will be receiving.  Whether you are new to 
Durham or the northeast, we, the Society Committee, are confident you will enjoy and benefit from 
your studies at Durham University, as a member of our very special community, set in a most splendid 
location. This letter is sent to welcome you on behalf of all former members of St. Mary’s, and to 
introduce you to what we believe is a life-long community.  I know that this year will be one with 
special challenges but I am convinced that the College will do its best for you and all at St Mary’s.  
 

Who are the alumni?  
The alumni are all of our former students whether they joined us for their undergrad, or for their 
postgrad studies. I know from my own experience that at Mary’s people form friendships that continue 
through life, and many of us graduate with a desire to keep in touch because we formed a deep 
affection for the college. By the end of the first week you may already find this apparent. Some of my 
closest friends are the ones I met at Mary’s many years ago. 
 

What is the Society?  
The St Mary’s College Society is one of the oldest societies of the College and helps graduates to 
stay in touch with one another and the college. We do this through organising an annual reunion in 
college, supporting informal reunions in other parts of the country, providing informal networking 
opportunities, publishing an annual electronic newsletter, and maintaining a website to keep all 
members informed of news and activities. Reunions may seem a long way off for you at present! 
 

What does the Society do for current students?  
Current students benefit from the generous donations of former students who wish to give something 
back to the college. These monies may be directed by various committees to specific projects in 
college, the purchase of equipment for JCR or MCR use, or may be disbursed to individuals for travel 
opportunities, or book allowances. The Society helps to coordinate and administer these donations, 
and students are encouraged to make applications during their time in college. Do look at our website 
to see how we may be able to help you. We also arrange an annual lecture in the Michaelmas term 
given by an eminent person in a particular field to which you are welcome.  This year it will be a virtual 
lecture, like so many you will ‘attend’. 
 

How does membership work?  
Membership of the Society becomes possible at graduation. At the beginning of your final year you 
will be invited to pay a small one-off subscription for life-long membership. The current subscription is 
only £30, and for this you receive, among other things, an annual electronic newsletter, as well as 
details of events we organise, and the possibility of joining the committee. 
 
As you read this letter, your graduation and membership of SMCS may feel some way off. However, 
we hope you will make contact with us by discovering how we can help you in your time here. We, in 
the Society, hope you will be increasingly aware of how significant Mary’s is as a community of 
learning. May I, on behalf of the Society, send our good wishes as you embark on this exciting stage 
of your time here in Durham. I hope that I shall meet some of you from time to time. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Canon R. E. Fisher 
President of St Mary’s College Society 


