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A Welcome from the President 

Welcome to the Senior Common Room at St. Mary’s College. 

As a prospective, new or existing SCR member, we hope this booklet will give you useful information about 

what we do.  

The SCR is a friendly and welcoming community made up of a wide range of members from the University 

and beyond. Members come from all walks of life, across all age groups and with diverse interests. Many of our 

members are staff at the University, but others are drawn from the local community or from further afield. 

Membership is open to all who can support the College and who wish to contribute to our Common Room.  

We offer opportunities for members to meet others in a relaxed, yet lively environment. We have a full calen-

dar of events each term and encourage members to get involved as often as possible in our academic and social 

events.  

We dine regularly on High Table and enjoy formal meals at least once a week with the highest quality food and 

wine. We maintain the tradition of wearing academic gowns at formals, but combine this with a relaxed and 

international atmosphere. Our programme of events includes lectures, wine tastings, jazz nights, gourmet eve-

nings and outings to the theatre and opera, to name but a few. We look to our membership to suggest new ac-

tivities to enhance the SCR experience.  

If you are a new member of staff in the University and would be interested in becoming involved, please do get 

in touch using the information in this leaflet. If you’ve recently joined the SCR, we look forward to seeing you 

in College soon!  

Professor Keith Lindsey, President, St Mary’s SCR  
 

The Purpose of  the SCR 

The function of St Mary’s SCR is to enhance the student experience, promote the College, foster good relation-

ships with benefactors and provide a forum for academic interactions. We aim to achieve this through a wide 

range of activities organised by the SCR Committee. These include joint JCR, MCR and SCR events, inviting 

guests and after-dinner speakers to formal dining, and promoting the College to academic colleagues to en-

courage engagement in the College community. 
 

Dining in College  

As an SCR member you can sign in for meals in 

college during term time, when the kitchens are 

open. In addition, there are formal dinners, both 

whole College Full Hall Formals and SCR High 

Table Formals. In addition, there are dining op-

portunities at Balls and more informal gatherings 

during each year.  

The cost of meals in College is: (2019/20)  

Breakfast £6.00 

Lunch: £7.80  

Dinner: £7.80  

Formal Dinner: £14.20 (including wine, £10.20 without wine)  

Formal dining at High Table takes place on many Tuesday/Thursday evenings during term time, and gowns 

and jacket and tie (for men) are worn; women are requested to wear smart attire. Gowns are available for 
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guests if required.  

On other evenings and at lunch/breakfast there is informal dining at High Table. The dress code for dining 

outside of formal occasions is relaxed and gowns are not required.  

Booking for Meals 

If you are an SCR resident your meals will be arranged through your residential contract, but you will need to 

book in separately for formal occasions.  

For non-resident SCR members, please contact reception by 1700 on the day before (Friday for Saturday/

Sunday/Monday) to book in for non-formal dining.  

To book for formal dining and special occasions (as indicated in emails and on the SCR Calendar/supporting 

information) please visit the SCR High Table booking webpage or telephone/emailing college by 10am on the 

Monday of the week of the formal/special occasion (by the end of Friday if a Monday is a Bank Holiday).  

You must state dietary requirements at the time of booking in order to give the catering team the time to pre-

pare suitable food. 

Menus for each term can be found on the SCR web pages. 

College reception may be reached using 0191 334 5719 or reception.stmarys@durham.ac.uk 
 

Paying for Meals and Events  

Each SCR member has a battels account which is charged for all meals and drinks consumed when dining in 

college/attending pre dinner drinks in the SCR and for other selected items in each term’s calendar, as will be 

indicated in emails.  

Each term members receive a battels bill from college, which is paid directly to the University Finance Team 

and managed at this level.  

External events and some internal events organised by the SCR will be at a cost to members who attend and 

members will be invited to pay for these using a cheque, cash or a bank transfer as appropriate. The termly 

calendar and supporting information, in combination with regular emails will clearly indicate this information 

to members.  

The SCR Room 

The SCR is a physical space within College, located directly above the main entrance to the Fergusson Building 

and accessed through the glad door opposite the main entrance. Members can use the room as and when they 

choose as a space to relax. It has comfortable furniture, a hot drinks machine (chargeable to battels) and also 

has wifi provision.  

This room is used for congregating before and after most formal dining events and can be booked by mem-

bers for occasions.  

When using the room please do leave it as you find it, with all windows shut and the door closed. We also re-

mind members that guests taken into the SCR are their responsibility.  

Membership Fees and Guests 

Membership is £30 per year (£45 for a joint membership of two people), payable each October via a Standing 

Order which is set up when a member joins the SCR, or via a one off payment. Members are permitted to sign 

in guests to most occasions in the year and also to informal dining and will be charged for the guests through 

the battels system or SCR charging system, as appropriate. 

 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/st-marys.college/about/communities/scr/hightable/
mailto:reception.stmarys@durham.ac.uk
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The SCR Committee 2019-20 

SCR President - Professor Keith Lindsey 

SCR Treasurer - Miss Long Chen 

SCR Committee Secretary - Vacant (Mr Steven Spencer acting in this role) 

SCR Membership Secretary - Mr Steven Spencer 

SCR Wine Member - Mr Mike Daly MBE 

SCR Culture Member - Dr Gillian Boughton 

SCR Co-opted Member - Mr John Pritchard  

SCR Food Member - Professor Maggi Dawn 

SMC Principal - Professor Maggi Dawn 

SMC Vice Principal - Mrs Catherine Paine 
 

SCR Website and Contact Details  

Website: https://www.dur.ac.uk/st-marys.college/about/communities/scr/  

For all enquiries regarding the SCR contact the SCR Committee Secretary: stmarys.scr-secretary@durham.ac.uk 

To book for high table meals: https://www.dur.ac.uk/st-marys.college/about/communities/scr/hightable/ 

To contact college: 0191 334 5719 or email reception, reception.stmarys@durham.ac.uk 

Postal contact address: FAO SMCSCR, St Mary’s College, Elvet Hill Road, DURHAM, DH1 3LR 

mailto:https://www.dur.ac.uk/st-marys.college/about/communities/scr/
mailto:stmarys.scr-secretary@durham.ac.uk
https://www.dur.ac.uk/st-marys.college/about/communities/scr/hightable/
mailto:reception.stmarys@durham.ac.uk

