
On the afternoon of Wednesday 20th September we will take some time away from the 

conference to enjoy an excursion to experience a little of what the North East of England has 

to offer. The North East of England has a long and occasionally turbulent history. It’s 

distance from the seat of power in London and proximity to the Scottish border has resulted 

in a landscape scarred by many battles. It is a land of castles!  

We will leave Durham by coach after a buffet lunch and head north. There are two options 

(details below) and you should indicate which option you prefer when you register. 

Option A - River Cruise and Newcastle Quayside 

 

Enjoy a scenic cruise along the River Tyne, from Newcastle's Quayside to the coast, passing 

under the famous Millennium Bridge and Tyne Bridge, which you may think looks remarkably 

similar to the Sydney Harbour Bridge, which is not surprising since they were both built by 

the same company near to Newcastle. The cruise then continues past the legendary 

shipyards of the Tyne down to the sea, with glorious vistas of the river-mouth including 

Tynemouth Castle and Priory. You may be lucky and spot a seal or dolphin near the piers 

before the return trip to Newcastle. We have chartered a boat for the afternoon, which holds 

about 120 people, with two comfortable heated lounges and spacious open top decks 

ensuring magnificent views of the sights whatever the weather. The cruise includes 

commentary to highlight points of interest.  And you will receive a complimentary drink on 

arrival. There is a bar on board to purchase further drinks and snacks. On arrival back at 

Newcastle you may enjoy an hour or so free time to explore Newcastle Quayside with its 

bars and pubs and the Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art, before returning to Durham. 

 



Option B - Alnwick Castle and Newcastle Quayside 

 

A little further north from Newcastle is the small town of Alnwick where you will visit the 2nd 

largest inhabited castle in the UK (after Windsor Castle) and home to the Duke of 

Northumberland's family for over 700 years. Explore the rich history, magnificent medieval 

architecture and sumptuous State Rooms. You may recognise Alnwick Castle as the 

magnificent Brancaster Castle from Downton Abbey, or as Hogwarts School from the Harry 

Potter films. Includes a 45 minute 'Alnwick on Location' tour led by a costumed guide who 

will take you for a cinematic journey around the Castle grounds, which have featured in 

numerous historical productions, Shakespearean adaptations and, most famously, two Harry 

Potter films. Then drive the short distance to Newcastle to enjoy some free time to explore 

the Quayside before returning to Durham. 

 

   


