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SGIA continues to go from strength to strength, as 
was evidenced by our result in the 2014 Research 
Excellence Framework in which  71% of our 
research was rated as being  internationally 
excellent or world leading (the two highest 
categories). The research environment in the 
School, and the impact of our research on the wider 
world, were particularly highly rated.  
 
We were also delighted that our commitment to 
equality and diversity received special praise. This 
year we will be making an application for an Athena 
Swann award, which recognises commitments 
made to advancing the careers of women in 
science, technology and higher education, and 
provides evidence of our continued efforts to 
improve our own practice in accordance with 
progressive values.   
 
We were delighted to appoint three new members 
of lecturing staff at the start of the academic year: 
Dr Patrick Kuhn (Comparative Politics), Dr Carly 
Beckerman-Boys (International Relations of the 
Middle East) and Dr Elizabeth Kahn (Political 
Theory). We also have Dr Stefanie Kappler (Conflict 
Resolution and Peace-Building) and Dr Neil 
Vasalvanich (Comparative Politics) joining us this 
autumn. Regretfully, however, we are saying 
goodbye to Professor John Dumbrell and James 
Piscatori as they head off into blissful retirement, 
and to Dr Jeroen Gunning who is taking up a 



prestigious position as professor in Kings College 
London. It was also with sadness that we marked 
the recent passing away of Emeritus Professor Bob 
Williams in May. Bob joined the Department of 
Politics in Durham in 1971, serving as Head of 
Department from 1997-2001 and retiring in 2005.  
 
Highlights of the year have included the Brussels 
fieldtrip in March, when 38 students and three 
members of staff visited the European Parliament, 
European Commission, Council of Europe and 
NATO headquarters. We have organised numerous 
research meetings, including a PhD–led workshop 
on Nuclear Politics, and hosted important university-
wide events such as the Durham Model United 
Nations. 
 
Now, after a busy year reviewing and improving our 
taught postgraduate programmes, our 
administrative support structures and our research, 
we look forwards in the coming year to ensuring our 
undergraduate programmes are fit for purpose, and 
to implementing a new research strategy to build on 
our successes and take us into the next REF2020. 
 
Contact us: politics.department@durham.ac.uk 
Follow us on Twitter @HodSGIA  

Introducing…Dr Carly Beckerman-Boys  

"I joined the School in September 2014 from the Middle East 
Centre at the London School of Economics and have found that 
Durham is far better than London in just about every way. My 
research focuses on Foreign Policy Analysis and the Israel-
Palestine conflict. This year I was teaching on the first year module 
‘Introduction to Middle East Politics’, and the second year module 
‘The Middle East in the International System’. I aim to help students 
navigate controversial, sensitive and rapidly evolving subjects 
through a balanced approach which challenges everybody equally. 
After moving to Durham I have been particularly excited to join 

University College, mostly because of its use in filming the Harry Potter franchise, 
but am still searching for the Chamber of Secrets."  
 

Chevening Scholars in SGIA 
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In April 2015 Durham University hosted the annual Chevening Forum for all this 
year’s Chevening Scholars. SGIA’s Professor David Held presented the keynote 
lecture on ‘From Globalization to Gridlock: why global cooperation is failing when we 
need it most'. SGIA had two Chevening scholars this year.  
 
Isaura Duarte (Chevening Scholar 2014-15), studying on the MSc Defense, 
Development and Diplomacy, said of her year: “I chose the MSc because of its 
progressive and comprehensive take on conflict by addressing its political, 
economic, development and security aspects as well as the humanitarian issues 
arising during and in the aftermath of conflict. The practical approach of the program 
really helps graduate students to get closer to real world needs and to increase their 
potential as professional working in the area of conflict prevention and post-conflict 
reconstruction." 

Faculty awards for SGIA staff and 

students  

Congratulations to Matteo Carpasso, Calum Masters 
and Dr Pietro Maffetone (with Acting VC Ray Hudson) 
on Faculty awards for excellence in teaching and 
student performance.  
 

Improving the Citizen Feedback Model  

The Citizen Feedback Model (CFM) is a government-led 
initiative meant to engage citizens and close the space for 
extortion in the delivery of public services in Punjab, Pakistan. 
Dr. Patrick M Kuhn and Dr. Pierre-Olivier Bédard have 
partnered with the CFM to increase its citizen response rates 
by approaching service beneficiaries with different invitation 
requests and increase its response accuracy with regard to 
the sensitive issue of corruption. Aside from improving the 
CFM, this collaboration also allows us to assess the impact of 
these various survey research methods experimentally in the 
context of a developing country.  
 

Greetings from Sonoma County, California!   
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Rachael Yeoh was one of two SGIA students taking 
up an internship organised through the School, with 
Sonoma County Economic Development Board in the 
the USA.  
 
"When I received my letter of acceptance I didn’t quite 
know what to expect. The biggest draw for me initially 
was the opportunity to experience work in the public 
service, although the chance to try out life in 

perpetually-sunny Northern California for a whole year certainly didn’t act as much of 
a deterrent. 
 
Almost two months since moving here, I have plunged headfirst into this new work 
life and culture. On my first day at the EDB, armed with a daunting one hundred-
page intern orientation manual, I jumped right into the deep end of two business 
expansion projects in the creative economy and the agricultural sector. My first 
month saw me spearheading a 300-person conference for stakeholders in the local 
creative sector for the former project, and constructing a report proposal for 
California’s first county agri-business council in the latter. Without the keen guidance 
of a dissertation supervisor or any monthly chats with an academic tutor, the 
learning curve so far has been steep but undoubtedly positive in steering me 
towards taking greater autonomy and initiative with my work ethic.  
 
On the weekends, California’s weather has exceeded expectations and has proven 
particularly conducive to various outdoor activities. Hiking up Annadel State Park 
was excellent for a quick dip in the lake, but my favourite so far has been exploring 
Armstrong Woods, home to inconceivably tall redwood trees.  And of course, being 
in wine country, it is easy to be spoilt by the abundance of vineyards spilling over the 
wine trails. Last weekend, I experienced Californian camping for the first time, 
complete with s’mores, hunting rifles and dirt bikes, and next in the pipeline is a 
highly-anticipated road trip to Lake Tahoe to celebrate an elusive festival they call 
Thanksgiving."  
 
What the employer thought, from Ben Stone of Sonoma County EDB:  
"In essence, Durham has prepared them very well. They research well, work 
together well, write well, and evidence strong emotional intelligence. They have 
been very professional in their demeanor and approach, and have already 
generated respect and admiration from the industry representatives which whom 
they’ve worked on this project. I’m so impressed with them both, and with their skill 
sets."  
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SGIA Graduates 2014-15  

BA - 68     
MA/MSc - 93     
PhD - 15 
 
Guardian University League Tables 2016 
ranked 6th for Politics. 
Times Complete University Guide 2016 

 
 

ranked 7th for politics 

 
 

Joint-first for graduate prospects.  
 

New Director of DGSi  

In January Professor Shaun Gregory took over as the new 
Director of The Durham Global Security Institute. Working 
with SGIA, the Institute offers two cutting-edge taught 

masters programmes which explore the interface between defence, development 
and diplomacy, conflict prevention intervention and post-conflict reconstruction and 
stabilisation.  
 

PhD Life in SGIA 

 

"The first year as a PhD student at SGIA has been enriching and rewarding at the 
same time. I was able to advance my own research on the relationship between 
India and Pakistan, which culminated in the presentation of a paper on Geographies 
of Peace: Reconciliation in the Borderland at the research seminar series organised 
by PhD students for the academic community in SGIA. Moreover, I participated in 
the Somalia consultancy project as a DGSi research assistant. This gave me the 
opportunity to learn more about Somalia and the work of the Department for 
International Development (DFID), providing me with skills for my own research”. 
Raphaela Kormoll     

Politics of the Middle East and Muslim World  
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SGIA maintains its nationally-leading position in 
study of the Middle East through the research activity 
of the Al-Sabah Programme and the Centre for 
Advanced Study of the Middle East (CASAW).  
 
Highlights this year included a two day conference 
hosted by partners from the College of Social 

Sciences at the University of Kuwait on Kuwait and Regional Security and another in 
May entitled Silk Road Heritage in Asia’s Imagined Futures, partnered with the 
China Policy Institute of Nottingham University. In June 2015, SGIA staff and 
research students were joined by scholars from the Arab world and researchers of 
the Arab League for two days considering their research on the role of Islamic State 
in the Middle East and its Peripheries.  

Project Evaluation in Somalia  

Dr Jutta Bakonyi and Dr Gidon Cohen have been 
employed by the Department for International 
Development (DFID) to evaluate a community driven 
reconstruction (CRD) programme in Somaliland and 
Puntland. The original project was implemented by a 
consortium of three international organisations: Care 
International, the Danish Refugee Council and the 
International Rescue Committee. 

 
It aimed at strengthening governance and conflict management at the village level, 
using participatory approaches to support responsive, accountable and effective 
governance in 60 villages. The SGIA staff trained a local team in innovative survey 
techniques for gathering data on how effective and successful the project has been. 
Their results can be used to adjust the format for future interventions and to improve 
the ways in which international development agencies can support good local 
governance.  
 

Putting the University to the test  

Dr Beth Kahn, who joined SGIA in September 2014, 
contributed to a St. Chad’s College inter-disciplinary 
Social Justice Conference last month. Beth drew on Iris 
Young’s account of structural injustice to examine the 
role of academia and universities  in shaping a socially 
just society.  
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Where do our graduates go?  

Andrew Chapman (MSc Arab World Studies 2013): 
 
"After completing my MSc in Arab World Studies in 
September 2013. I joined the Scottish Government on 
the European Fast Stream, a programme which aims to 
develop experts in European affairs and get more Brits 
into the European institutions. It was a particularly 
opportune time to be in Edinburgh, given that EU 
membership was  one of the big ticket items of the 

referendum debate. 
 
I spent the first six months in the EU affairs coordination unit, where I worked on the 
outbound ministerial visits and developing external engagement, particularly with the 
Nordic and Baltic countries. For my second posting, I decided to move into a more 
policy-oriented role in criminal justice, where I worked on ensuring that the needs of 
Scotland’s more devolved criminal justice system are taken into account in EU 
justice legislative proposals. 
 
I am now on secondment to the European Commission, where I am working on 
equality issues and coordinating the Union’s Roma integration policies at DG-
Justice. Brussels deserves its reputation as a capital of world politics and I fully 
recommend a stint out here to those interested in working in international affairs. So, 
far the whole experience has been fascinating, as you are really on the front line of 
the political process."  
 

 

For more Dunelm stories, visit the news 
page on our website 
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