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Presenters Brief Biographical Details 

 

Dr.Vinya S. Ariyaratne, is the General Secretary of the Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement of 

Sri Lanka and is responsible for corporate governance affairs of the organization. Sarvodaya is 

the largest non-governmental voluntary people’s development organization in the country. He 

is a Board Certified Specialist in Community Medicine and served as a Lecturer in the Faculty 

of Medical Sciences of the University of Sri Jayawardenepura. After serving in academia for 5 

years, in July 2000 Dr. Ariyaratne resigned from the University and became the Executive 

Director of Sarvodaya until December 2010. As the Executive Director of Sarvodaya, he was 

responsible for the implementation of the island-wide integrated development programme of 

Sarvodaya through a network of over 50 district centres and training institutions with a full 

time staff of over 600.  

 

 
Professor Mahinda S. Rupasinghe, PhD is the Vice Chancellor of Sabaragamuwa University.  

He has had a distinguished career in which he has committed himself to serving the academic 

community and wider society.  For the past 25 years he has been a researcher and educator 

within the Departments of Earth Sciences and Natural Resources.  He is widely published and 

has obtained several research grants and is active in many professional bodies.  He is a member 

of a number of professional organizations which include: Sri Lanka Association of 

Advancement of Science, Gem Industry, Trade, Export and Services Association- Central 

Province, Geological Society of London, Association of Geoscientists for International 

Development (AIGD) and Geological Society of Sri Lanka among others. 

 

 

Professor Joy A. Palmer Cooper B.A.; M.A.; M.Ed.; PhD.; D.Litt. presently holds the 

position of Director of Project Sri Lanka at Durham University. Prior to this she was Pro-Vice-

Chancellor at Durham. She is also a Justice of the Peace (Magistrate) in Her Majesty's Courts 

Service in England. Her present research interests include environmental cognition and 

awareness; community response to disasters and strategies for effective internationalisation of 

higher education institutions based on humanitarian objectives. She has published extensively 

in the fields of environmental cognition, sustainable development and education. Her works 

include 50 books for wide ranging audiences including children, students, teachers and 

academic scholars; over 100 academic journal papers and contributions to government policy 

documents. 
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Professor Lena Dominelli, Ph D, holds a Chair in Applied Social Sciences and is Associate 

Director in the Institute of Hazards, Risk and Resilience Research at Durham University in the 

UK.  She has been a researcher, educator and practitioner in social work and community 

development for over 30 years and has published widely in the fields of social work, social 

policy and sociology.  Her latest of many books is Social Work in a Globalising World, Polity Press, 

2010. She was elected President of the International Association of Schools of Social Work 

(IASSW) from 1996-2004 and is currently Chair of IASSW’s Committee on Climate Change and 

Disaster Interventions and represents IASSW at the United Nations meetings on climate change.  

She has won several awards for her contributions to the profession on an international level and 

is involved in voluntary action projects aimed at eradicating poverty in local communities. 

 

 

Dr. Subhangi Herath B.A., M.A., Ph D, is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Sociology at 

University of Colombo.  Her research includes Gender Relations, Environmental Sociology, 

Social Issues including ageing, suicide, crime and deviance, poverty and Social Inequality.  She 

has served in many academic posts, including Head of Department and presented papers at 

international conferences in various countries including Japan and Slovenia.  She was the prime 

mover in organising exchanges involving social work students between the University of 

Colombo and the University of Ljubljana.  She is also a member of the Advisory Board of the 

ESRC Internationalising Institutional and Professional Practices. 

 

 

Professor M. Sunil Shantha, B.A.; M.A.; Ph D (pending results) has been working in the 

Sabaragamuwa Affiliated University and the Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka since 1992 

where he has served as Lecturer, Senior Lecturer and Associate Professor in the Department of 

Economics and the Department of Social Sciences Sabaragamuwa University. Presently he is 

working as the Head of the Department of Economics and the Director of the Centre for 

Indigenous Community Studies of the university. He is also a senate member, council member, 

and member of the board of management of SUSL. He has published more than 15 refereed 

journal articles at both international and national levels and has presented more than 20 papers 

at conferences, symposia, and seminars. He serves as Editor of the following research volumes: 

Problems and Prospects of Economic Development in the 21st century, Peace Prosperity and Development 

in Sri Lanka, and Indigenous and Sri Lankan Heriditaries (Sinhala), among others. He is also the 

Chief consultant for preparation of the Integrated Development Plan 2010 -2019 in Ratnapura 

district Sri Lanka. 
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Kanthi Perera was a  teacher for 11 years after receiving teacher training from the Government 

Training College in Health and Physical Education before moving into the Social Work sector.  

She has worked as a Regional Secretary for the National YWCA of Sri Lanka, Education 

Counsellor for SOS Children’s Village, National Coordinator for the Sri Lanka Red Cross 

Society’s AIDS and HIV programme, worked for the welfare of prisoners and their families at 

the Sri Lanka Prison Fellowship, was the Programme Officer of the Child Rights Group, and 

managed an ILO funded programme and an UNICEF funded programme for rehabilitation of 

victims of abuse.  After the tsunami, she took up appointment as the Beneficiary Relations 

Manager of the Netherlands Red Cross for 2 years.  She then joined the Sri Lanka Association of 

Professional Social Workers until she took up her current appointment as Research Associate 

for Durham University, UK. 


