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MMIRA Conference 2016 
Durham University, UK 

 
Workshops 

5th August 2pm – 5pm 
6th August 9am – 12 noon & 1 pm – 4 pm 

 
Up to 35 participants per workshop 

 
Each workshop will cost $80 (£53) per person 

 
For last minute registrations, go to the conference desk to sign up 

 
5th August:  2-5pm 

 
Workshop 1:  Sharron Docherty, Margarete Sandelowski 

(places available) 

Workshop Title:  Visualization Methods for Integrating Diverse Data in Mixed 
Methods Research 

Workshop Description:  For novice to intermediate level 

This workshop will focus on integration as the prime directive in mixed methods 
research with an emphasis on visualization approaches for the linking and 
assimilation of diverse data sets.  The urgency to integrate large volumes of diverse 
information and advancements in screen technologies have resulted in the 
resurgence of visualization methods to organize, analyze, and synthesize differently 
sourced, heterogeneous, and incomparable data.  These visual analytic approaches 
allow researchers more efficiently to play with various configurations of data that will 
in turn permit them to discern patterns in those data that would otherwise remain 
hidden from view.  Examples of the use of visual analytics to integrate data will be 
drawn from an ongoing longitudinal mixed-methods case study. 

 
******************************** 

 
Workshop 2:  Professor Dave Byrne 

(places available) 
 
Workshop Title:  Mixed Methods in Action Research 
 
Workshop Description: Action Research is a term we use to describe research which 
is conducted as part of a process of changing a social context / social system.  The 
research does not stand apart from the actual process of change but is embedded 
within it and informs that process by constant feedback to those attempting to 
achieve the change.  Indeed change is too weak a word here since what is usually 
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intended is actual transformation - a change of kind. In the terminology of 
complexity theory we are in the business of engendering a phase shift. Note that this 
is a strict definition of action research.  So, research which stands aside from a 
change process and attempts to evaluate the outcome is not here regarded as action 
research.  The research process must be part of the change process.  So how can we 
use mixed methods in action research? This is perhaps less of a problem for the 
deployment of qualitative approaches. After all participant observation requires 
participation and we might regard action research as being particularly participatory!  
Likewise interview approaches, documentary work, and the use of group discussion 
all can be part of a change process whilst at the same time being documented in 
research.  Action research might seem incompatible with a quantitative programme 
which traditionally has emphasized hypothesis testing and privileged experimental 
modes which require the researcher to stand aside from the context.  However, if we 
take an exploratory approach and recognize that quantitative work can both inform 
action towards change and be used to assess the quality of change then that ceases 
to be a problem.  David Byrne will draw on his long engagement with action research 
beginning with the UK Community Development Programme of the 1970s to inform 
a review as a basis of discussion and development.  Possible but not essential 
preliminary reading is Chapter Eight of Byrne, D.S. 2011 Applying Social Science 
Bristol Policy Press entitled "Acting". 
 

******************************** 
 

Workshop 3:  Anthony J. Onwuegbuzie, Kathleen M.T. Collins 
(places available) 

 
Workshop Title:  Introduction to Mixed Methods Research 
 
Workshop Description:  The term mixed methods research (also called mixed 
research) refers to the application and the integration of qualitative and quantitative 
research approaches at one or more stages of the research process.  The goal of this 
half-day interactive course is to introduce to new (e.g. doctoral students, junior 
faculty) and seasoned (i.e. no or limited experience conducting mixed methods 
research) researchers a step-by-step guide for implementing an array of conceptual 
strategies and practical techniques for formulating, planning and implementing a 
single mixed methods research study or program of studies, and disseminating the 
results to stakeholders impacted by the research. 
 

******************************** 
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Workshop 4:  Sharlene Hesse-Biber 
(places available) 

 
Workshop Title:  Qualitative Approaches to Conducting Mixed Methods Research 
 
Workshop Description: This workshop provides a step-by-step way of learning 
about qualitative approaches to mixed methods research.  A qualitative approach to 
research aims to understand how individuals make meanings of their social world.  
The social world is not something independent of individual perceptions, but is 
created through social interactions of individuals with the world around them. This 
approach is committed to multiple views of social reality: 

 How does a mixed methods research design further the goals of a qualitative 
approach to understanding the social world? 

 Why and how do qualitative researchers employ mixed methods across the 
research process at (a) the data gathering stage, (b) the data analysis stage, 
and (c) the data interpretation stage? Case studies will be utilized to guide the 
learning of qualitatively-driven mixed methods design applications.  

 

******************************** 
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6th August:  9am–12noon 
 

Workshop 1:  Burke Johnson, Mike Fetters 
(places available) 

 
Workshop Title:  An Introduction to Mixed Methods Research 
 
Workshop Description:  Basic knowledge of quantitative and qualitative research is 
desirable 
 
This workshop will help attendees capitalize on the strengths of quantitative and 
qualitative research to advance knowledge and understanding in the social, 
behavioural, and health sciences.  After briefly reviewing the concepts of qualitative 
and quantitative research, the workshop will be organized around the following eight 
steps in the mixed methods research process: 
(1) Determine whether a mixed methods design is appropriate; 
(2) Determine the rationale for using a mixed methods design; 
(3) Select/construct a mixed methods research design and mixed sampling design; 
(4) Collect the data; 
(5) Analyze the data; 
(6) Continually validate the data; 
(7) Continually interpret the data and findings; 
(8) Write the research report. 
For maximum impact, attendees should arrive with a set of research questions that 
they hope to address in a research study of interest.  The students will leave the 
workshop with an initial mixed methods design for their planned research studies. 
 

******************************** 
 

Workshop 2:  Nataliya Ivankova 
(places available) 

 
Workshop Title:  Applying Mixed Methods in Community-Based Action Research:  A 
Framework for Engaging Stakeholders with Research Outcomes 
 
Workshop Description: With an expanded interest in participatory approaches to 
research, it is critical to find effective ways for engaging stakeholders with the 
research process and its outcomes.  Mixed methods research is well positioned to 
provide a rigorous methodological foundation for community-based action research 
(CBAR) by synergistically combining qualitative stakeholder engagement methods 
with quantitative outcome-based oriented approaches for developing evidence-
based, scientifically sound, and culturally-tailored interventions.  The purpose of this 
interactive and hands-on workshop is to introduce a new mixed methods 
methodological framework for CBAR and to demonstrate how mixed methods can be 
integrated into each step in an action research cycle to enhance stakeholders’ 
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engagement as co-researchers and to promote their critical involvement with 
research outcomes.  Participants will have an opportunity to discuss their research 
ideas and receive guidance on how to integrate mixed methods and action research 
within the context of their research problem.  The workshop is designed for both 
novice and advanced researchers seeking to apply mixed methods along with 
participatory and community-based research approaches in their research projects.  
Prior experience with mixed methods and action research is not necessary.  
Participants are encouraged to bring a personal laptop/tablet. 
Workshop Participants will: 
1. Understand the reasons and advantages of intersecting mixed methods with 
action research. 
2. Understand and apply mixed methods methodological framework for action 
research to one’s research problem. 
3. Use a mixed methods action research study process model to plan and design a 
mixed methods action research study. 
 

******************************** 
 

Workshop 3:  Donna Mertens 
(places available) 

 
Workshop Title:  Mixed Methods Design as a Tool to Enhance Social Justice 
 
Workshop Description: This workshop is designed for researchers who want to 
learn how to use mixed methods to better address the needs of members of 
marginalized communities, such as women, people with disabilities, poor people, 
racial/ethnic minorities, and religions minorities.  It will address strategies that mixed 
methods researchers can include in their designs that enhance their ability to 
contribute to addressing social inequities.  Using a transformative lens, researchers 
will learn how to identify those aspects of culture and societal structures that support 
continued oppression and how to contribute in a positive way to social 
transformation.  The focus will be on ethical issues that inform design, such as 
cultural respect and responsiveness, addressing power differentials, and inclusion of 
reciprocity as a strategy to build capacity in marginalized populations.  Mixed 
methods strategies will be discussed that allow for suppressed voices to be included 
in the understanding of the problem to be addressed, as well as in the development 
and implementation of potential solutions.  Examples will be drawn from domestic 
and international contexts that include topics such as prevention of violence, 
environmental justice, and improvement of health prevention services.  Having 
experience in the field is useful, but even novice researchers can benefit from this 
workshop because participants will have the opportunity to develop a transformative 
mixed methods design for their own research area of interest. 
 

******************************** 
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Workshop 4:  John W. Creswell, Joke Bradt, Tim Guetterman 
(FULLY SUBSCRIBED NOW) 

Workshop Title:  Application of Recent Innovations in Mixed Methods Research 
Procedures 
 
Workshop Description:  Mixed methods as a field has changed considerably in 
procedures for designing and conducting studies.  This participatory-interactive 
workshop will focus on sharing these innovations, illustrating them with a practical 
project, and having participants incorporate them into their mixed methods projects. 
Activities will engage participants to draft statements for their projects based on the 
innovations, such as creating a rationale for the use and value of mixed methods that 
speaks to a "methods" value as well as an "outcome" value, creating designs with 
both a “methods” and “research process” orientations, using basic designs to build 
into more complex applications, linking designs to other research process features 
(e.g., validity), using “scripts” in proposals and reports, and citing latest books on 
mixed methods. Participants are encouraged to bring to the workshop a one-page 
sketch of their project that includes the title, problem, data sources, and significance 
of the study. 
 

******************************** 
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6th August:  1-4pm 
 

Workshop 1:  Elizabeth Larson 
(places available) 

 
Workshop Title:  Publishing mixed methods studies in the health sciences literature 
 
Workshop Description:  This workshop is intended for researchers with emerging to 
advanced skills in mixed methods in health services and biomedical research seeking 
to publish in peer-reviewed journals.  The session will present a strategic approach to 
publication: 
1) Identifying target journals receptive to mixed methods; 
2) Developing a credible and competitive manuscript; 
3) Preparing an effective revise and resubmit letter.  We will work through ‘real’ 
examples of draft manuscripts through this process. 
 

****************************** 
 

Workshop 2:  David Morgan 
(places available) 

 
Workshop Title:  Pragmatism as a Paradigm for Mixed Methods Research 
 
Workshop Description:  This workshop will help participants understand the shift 
toward pragmatism as a paradigm, both within mixed methods and for social science 
research methodology as a whole. Overall, it will look at pragmatism as a different 
approach to the philosophy of knowledge, emphasizing the interconnections 
between actions, beliefs, and consequences, rather relying on abstract metaphysical 
concepts such as ontology and epistemology. More specifically, it will concentrate on 
John Dewey’s work on inquiry as a model for social research, and apply this approach 
to mixed methods research. 
 

******************************** 
 

Workshop 4:  Pat Bazeley 
(2 places available) 

 
Workshop Title:  Integrating Analyses in Mixed Methods Research 
 
Workshop Description:  The approach taken to integration of diverse data sources 
and analytical approaches in mixed methods studies is a crucial feature of those 
studies.  Models of integration in analysis range from discussing separately 
generated results from different components or phases of a study together as part of 
the conclusion, through one method sequentially informing, expanding or 
confirming another, complementary combinations of data from different 
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components and linking matched data sets to combination of data sources or 
conversion of data types to build a blended set of results.  While different models of 
integration are appropriate for different research settings and purposes, an 
overcautious approach to integration can generate invalid or weakened conclusions 
through a failure to consider all available information together.  Strategies for 
making the most of opportunities to integrate process and variable data in analysis, 
and to deal with dissonant or divergent results, in order to build strong and useful 
conclusions are explained and illustrated through reference to a variety of mixed 
methods studies from multiple disciplines. 
 

******************************** 
 

Workshop 5:  Judith Schoonenboom 
(places available) 

 
Workshop Title:  Mixed methods in educational research 
 
Workshop Description: In this workshop, a method for mixed methods design is 
presented, in which researchers consider possibilities for mixing at each stage of the 
research process anew. By applying them to their own research, participants become 
acquainted with two fundamental goals of mixing, namely strengthening research 
components, and broadenings one’s knowledge of the phenomenon. Each stage of 
the research process anew can function as a “point of addition,” at which a second 
research component is added, which is then later integrated with the first research 
component in the “point of integration.” In addition, specific problems of integration 
are discussed. This method addresses three important problems related to current 
mixed methods design. It recognizes that it is not very useful to classify whole studies 
as belonging to a particular mixing design, it acknowledges that one “point of 
interface” is an insufficient base for designing mixing, and it extends the distinction 
between concurrent and sequential design beyond the stage of data collection and 
data analysis. 
 

******************************** 
 






