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Thematic Strands for Mixed Methods Conference 

The following strands will be run at this event. Submissions for presentations in all of them 

are invited which do any or all of the following: 

Demonstrate examples of actual research, with the presentation focused on how the research 

was carried out, rather than on details of the substantive topic. 

Explore the methodological implications of the theme of the strand. 

Introduce new analytic? techniques and or research designs which address the theme of the 

strand. 

Consider the issues which arise in Implementing the results of research in relation to policy 

and practice. 

The Conference title and theme demonstrate the importance of the Complexity Frame of 

Reference both for the methodological programme of the Social Sciences and for the 

application of Social Science in influencing policy and practice. In all strands this theme will 

inform discussion. 

The role of Mixed Methods in Evaluating Complex Interventions in Complex 

Social Systems 

One of the crucial roles of applied social research is evaluation – answering the question what 

works (which in the social world always requires a delimitation of generalizability – what 

works where and when). The hegemonic authority of the randomized controlled trial is being 

challenged, particularly in relation to any kinds of social intervention in complex systems and 

/ or is complex in its own form. This strand will explore the implications of this for the 

design, execution, interpretation and enactment  of mixed methods evaluations. 

Mixed Methods in Action Research 

The essence of action research is that the context will be transformed as part of the research 

process and research plays a crucial role in this very transformation. Many, but not all, action 

research interventions are also participatory – that is the social actors in the context play a 

part at any or all of the stages of the research process. This strand will explore how mixed 

methods have been and might be deployed in action research. 
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The Role of Mixed Methods in enabling Social Change 

The fundamental issues which confront us as global citizens are almost invariably “Wicked” 

– that is they are complex in the technical meaning of that word and involve interventions in 

complex systems. Experience of attempts at simple solutions is that these have often made 

things worse. Papers in this strand will address this issue with specific reference to any area 

of social change. Examples are: 

Relief of poverty. 

Major public health interventions – AIDs, Ebola etc. 

Climate Change interventions. 

Major urban regeneration programmes. 

Failed states and social collapse. 

That list is illustrative rather than exhaustive. 

The role of the quantitative programme in Mixed Methods Research 

Implicit in the very idea that mixed methods research can make contributions to knowledge 

across the social sciences is the notion that no mode of investigation has a privileged role in 

exploring and / or explaining the social world. Whilst descriptive and exploratory modes of 

quantitative research offer no challenge to this, explanatory modes would on first 

consideration seem to claim an exceptional status in offering causal accounts derived from 

the construction and testing of putative explanatory models of the social world in which the 

way in which things have come to be as they are have been more firmly established than is 

possible in any other way. Contributions to this strand will explore the dilemmas this poses 

for mixed methods research and review how different approaches to causal investigation – for 

example Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) or qualitative strategies might help us in 

resolving this issue. 

Field Related Thematic Strands Contributions are invited which explore the use of 

mixed methods in all of the following fields of social investigation: 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

EDUCATION 
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URBAN ISSUES 

SOCIAL WORK AND RELATED PRACTICES 

SOCIO-LEGAL ISSUES 

BUSINESS 

SOCIAL STUDIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

GOVERNANCE WIDELY DEFINED 

CRIMINOLOGY AND RELATED AREAS 

SPORT AND RELATED AREAS 

Again we are interested in submission which either demonstrate actual research studies or / 

and consider the methods and methodological implications of the deployment of mixed 

methods in these fields of inquiry and social practice. We ask that papers pay particular 

attention to a consideration, however brief, of the ways in which the findings of mixed 

methods research might influence both scientific understanding and actual social policy 

formation / professional practices in these domains.  


