
Rehabilitating students injured in 
5.12 Sichuan earthquake:



Service Background

In 2008，Hanwang
School was hit by the 5.12 
earthquake
All of the school buildings 
were destroyed
226 students killed
More than 100 students 
seriously injured  



In February 2009,The 
Hanwang School 
Social Work Station 
was established by the 
Department of Applied 
Social Sciences of the 
Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University

Service Background



In March 2009, 4 social 
workers and 2 rehab 
therapists began to 
provide rehabilitation 
service, with the 
support of 3 Hong 
Kong consultants

Service Background



Our Values: Social Inclusion 

1. We believe that 
disability is partly 
constructed by the 
society

2. Between the healthy 
and disabled persons, 
difference exists rather 
than inequality 

3. Everyone has the 
same right



Our effort: 
Cross-Disciplinary collaboration

Visiting students’ family 
together to understand 
the family situation for 
service planning
Conducting regular 
meetings to discuss and 
make intervention plans
Carrying out plan 
together for students 
and their family members



The Work of Social Workers 
Building relationships with  
disabled students and their 
family members

Identifying the psychological, 
emotional and interpersonal  
needs because of injuries 
caused by earthquake

Setting up individual case file

Assessing school environment



Providing case work, group 
work and community activities 
for disabled students & 
parents
Advocating social inclusion in 
communities
Working closely with 
therapists
Making referrals

The Work of Social Workers 



Work of the Therapists

Home visits
Sharing rehabilitation 
knowledge with disabled 
students and parents
Establishing recovery case 
history for disabled 
students
Providing  rehabilitation 
treatment for disabled 
students



Work of the Therapists

Assisting social workers in 
making referrals
Helping injured students 
who have not returned to 
school
Providing rehabilitation 
treatment for students’
family members 



We Serve … …

Students,theirStudents,their parents & teachers parents & teachers 
who were:who were:

amputated in the earthquake;
suffered from nerve &/or muscle injuries 
or fractures in the earthquake
have unexplained physical discomfort 
after the earthquake.



Our work done in 2009 
includes…

10 amputees （including 9 students & 
1 parent）

5 fracture cases（including 4 students 
& 1 parent）

4 nerves injury cases 
Over 40 disabled students’
parents
Follow-up rehabilitation services 
for 16 out of 85 cases that 
continue to have needs



Special features of our service 

Multi-dimensional 
rehabilitation
Family-centred
Community-centred



In addition to  
rehabilitation service, 
we provide a range of  
psycho-social  
programmes for the 
students    



Social Support Group 

We organize 
different kinds of  
inclusive groups in 
which disabled and 
normal students  
interacted with 
each other



“I’m Different from the world!”

We organized a trip for disabled 
and normal students to attend 
Nick Vujicic’s Talk “No Arms, No 
Legs, No Worries”

After the event, one of the 
students said: Physically we are 
handicapped, but our hearts are 
not



We believe that the family is important for our 
students, because it provides the best resources to 
meet their needs and solve their problems

Parents with their disabled students face many 
difficulties and they need assistance

Families with disabled students share similar 
difficulties and experiences



Parents Meetings and Talks

When disabled students 
have to decide to change  
school or not, the Station 
collected information and  
help parents make decision  
through parents meeting

Station held talks to enrich 
parents’ rehabilitation 
knowledge



Parents Activities- Hand in Hand 

Taking care of disabled 
children can be very 
stressful for parent
The station organized 
activities to reduce 
their pressure and 
bring them together so 
that they can support 
each other

we are on one boat



Parent-child activity 
—— Family in Love

To strengthen the 
parent-child 
relationship, we 
organized a large-scale 
family fun day program



We believe that problems and needs are 
related to the environment 
And we also believe the solutions exist in the 
environment
It is important to have a community view 
when providing services for our students and 
their family members 



Working with the School, 
Community, and Family
The school provides the site 
to set up our social work 
station
School refers students in 
need of our services 
We work closely with other 
organizations in the 
community to serve  the 
disabled students
Assisting family  to make 
home environment more 
accessible



“Life’s A Dance”Project

This project targets at both 
physically disabled and normal 
students
Build the students’ self-image 
and confidence through special 
performance arts
Educate the public that 
disabled students do not only 
take, they can contribute to the 
society



Professional Consultation
With support from Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University and Hong Kong Society for 
Rehabilitation consultants, we improve our 
professional capacities to provide best services 
to our clients.



Dilemmas of social-inclusion
People with disability are viewed as ‘useless’ in 
China, who need to be pitied and taken care of
Parents will not let children with disability to do 
housework, have low demands on their studies
Teachers overprotect them [e.g., no PE lesson]
Fellow students do not play with them
Schools do not have accessible facilities for them
The students become ‘excluded’ and dependent



Dilemmas of cross-disciplinary 
collaboration

Workers did not know how to collaborate with 
the other professionals due to their lack of 
experience, and even slowed down the process 
of helping in the beginning
Social workers did not understand enough the 
unique rehabilitation needs of students, and plan 
service appropriately
Rehab workers did not understand enough the 
psycho-social needs of the students they 
rehabilitated



Time is required…
Social inclusion and cross-disciplinary
collaboration are two new concepts in 
rehabilitation in China
Time is needed for stake holders, such as 
students, teachers, parents, and the community 
to understand the concepts through different 
platforms, such as community events, public 
education
With concrete results, Chinese will be more 
ready to accept these concepts
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