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Organised crime takes numerous guises, ranging 
from the trafficking of drugs, weapons, and people, 
through to cybercrime and corruption, and it varies in 
scope and complexity. Though sometimes local or 
‘homegrown’, much organised crime involves the 
crossing of borders, as part of transporting and 
selling illicit goods or services. Beyond this, some 
organised crime groups exploit legal and policing 
differences between jurisdictions to develop criminal 
markets, and to evade justice. 

 

All of this makes co-operation between the police 
and prosecution across Europe vital in investigating 
and responding to organised crime. The UK’s exit 
from the EU will pose legal and practical difficulties in 
the policing of organised crime in the UK.   

Key questions  

 Should the UK seek to retain 
the status quo in terms of 
access to agencies and the 
legal framework? 

 What are the legislative and/or 
process barriers to the UK’s 
ongoing participation in key EU 
structures and frameworks 
relating to the policing of 
organised crime? 

 What lessons can be learned by 
looking to the experience and 
status of non-EU States such as 
Norway or Switzerland?  

[I]f we are to reduce the threat of 
serious and organised crime we must 
continue to work together with our 
European partners” 

 

Brexit White Paper, ‘The United Kingdom’s exit from 
and new partnership with the European Union’  

(Cm 9417, 11.6)  

“ 

The United Kingdom’s decision to leave the European Union has 
significant implications for the investigation and policing of crime. This is 
especially pronounced for organised crime, which is usually sophisticated 
and profit-driven, and often operates across borders.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/589191/The_United_Kingdoms_exit_from_and_partnership_with_the_EU_Web.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/589191/The_United_Kingdoms_exit_from_and_partnership_with_the_EU_Web.pdf


“[I]ndividuals and groups involved in organised criminality are 
not limited by State borders, and … often exploit national 
differences in laws, regulations, and taxes to establish illegal 
markets and generate profits”  

(Liz Campbell, Organised Crime and the Law 2013) 
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Recommendations  
 

 Maintaining equivalent 
access to EU agencies is 
the optimal position post-
Brexit. 

 

 Stability in the legal 
framework post-Brexit is 
fundamental.  

 

 Consideration must be 
given to the effects of 
Brexit on the policing of 
organised crime in the 
constituent jurisdictions 
within the UK, as well as 
the Republic of Ireland.  

 

 The overarching values of 
human rights must be 
respected in any reforms.  
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Access to EU agencies, such as 
EUROPOL and Eurojust, has been 
key in addressing organised crime, 
through the sharing of information 
and expertise. In post-Brexit 
negotiations, priority needs to be 
given to maintaining the highest 
level of involvement with such 
agencies, though the degree to 
which the UK can shape their 
policies and practice in future is 
questionable.  

 

As well as agency access, Brexit 
has implications for the legal 
framework governing investigation 
and arrest of individuals. Though 
the UK will be able to participate in 
Joint Investigation Teams as a non-
EU State, there will be issues in 
terms of costs and the ability to 
initiate such cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

The European Arrest Warrant 
(EAW), which concerns the 
surrendering of individuals for the 
purpose of conducting a criminal 
prosecution or executing a custodial 
sentence, has replaced extradition 
procedures within the EU. This 
process is based on mutual 
recognition between states. 
Reverting to the preceding scheme 
under the European Convention on 
Extradition 1957 will make the 
process far more time-consuming 
and expensive. While concerns 
have been raised about the 
protection of individual rights under 
the EAW process, transition to an 
equivalent scheme is crucial. 

 

The operation of EAWs and wider 
policing co-operation are dependent 
on the exchange of information 
through the Schengen Information 
System (SIS II). Maintaining access 
to SIS II is fundamental in the 
policing of organised crime.  
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