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“I found my MA programme to be stimulating and 
intellectually challenging, and within a very short 
period I knew that I wanted to stay in Durham for my 
PhD studies. I had an ideal supervisor, a supportive 
department, world-class research facilities, and a 
vibrant and engaged scholarly community.

I have had the opportunity to organise my own 
international postgraduate conference 
and I was able to make the 
event a real triumph. Durham 
University has been really 
supportive throughout 
my studies, always 
encouraging and helping 
students to think big.”

David Varley, 
MA and PhD in English 
Literature.
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AT THE OPEN DAY YOU WILL LEARN ABOUT:

•  Our departments, their facilities and how postgraduate programmes 
are delivered;

•  What it’s like to be a postgraduate student at Durham University;

• Funding opportunities;

•  What the University, Durham City and the North East have to offer;

• Career prospects following postgraduate study;

• Our unique collegiate system.

The Open Day begins with optional tours of one of our colleges before 
registration and our Postgraduate Cafe, providing an opportunity to meet 
other applicants, current postgraduate students and members of staff. 
You will then have the opportunity to attend sessions on:

• Durham University’s application process

• Funding a Masters

• Colleges and Accommodation

• Writing a Research Proposal

After these sessions each department will hold an informal academic 
session in which you will have the opportunity to meet academic staff 
and current students and ask questions about your planned programme 
of study. Depending on your area of interest, you may also be given the 
chance to tour research and educational facilities.

A WORLD-CLASS EDUCATION

Durham University is committed to the highest distinction in research 
and education. It is consistently ranked among the world’s top 100 
universities. The breadth and depth of our academic excellence 
is reflected in the results of the most recent Research Excellence 
Framework, a national exercise to determine the quality of research in 
UK universities. REF 2014 identified world leading scholarship in every 
Durham University subject, with 83% of research either “internationally 
excellent” or “world-leading.” By reading for a degree at Durham, you 
will have the opportunity to learn from leading scholars on the cutting-
edge of their disciplines.

Postgraduate education is not limited to what happens inside the 
classroom or at the laboratory bench. Durham’s postgraduate student 
community is strong, collegial, and welcoming. Each of Durham’s 
sixteen colleges provides opportunities for personal growth and 
professional development. Career training and employment services help 
each of our graduates thrive after completing their degree.

We are proud of the postgraduate  
education at Durham University, and  
look forward to sharing it with you!

Professor Alan Houston 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Education)

#DUpostgraduate

WELCOME

Welcome to Durham University! We are delighted that you have decided to visit, 
and are eager to share with you our vibrant, world-leading university. 



This guide will tell you everything you 
need to know about the day, including 
times and locations of sessions, maps 
and catering outlets. If you have any 
questions about the format of the day, 
please contact us and we will be happy 
to help.  

TIME EVENT LOCATION

12:00 & 12:30 College Tours
Across Durham University See Page 5 for further 
information

13:15 – 13:45 Registration
Palatine Centre  
Map Ref 60 
Ground Floor

13:15 – 15:45 Postgraduate Café
Palatine Centre  
Map Ref 60 
PCL054

13:45 – 15:30 Choose up to two presentations to attend. Sessions start at 
13:45 and 14:30 and last approximately 30 minutes.

Carousel of presentations covering:
Funding for Masters
College Life & Accommodation
Applying to Durham University
Writing a Research Proposal

Palatine Centre & Chemistry Building

CG85, Chemistry Building (Map Ref 15) 
PCL048, Palatine Centre (Map Ref 60) 
CG91, Chemistry Building (Map Ref 15) 
PCL050, Palatine Centre (Map Ref 60)

15:30 – 17:00
Academic Sessions
Academic session locations vary by department. Please see 
the table on pages 8 and 9 for further details.

Across Durham University See Page 8/9  
for further information

17:15 – 17:45 Additional presentations covering:
Funding for Masters
College Life & Accommodation
Applying to Durham University

Palatine Centre & Chemistry Building

CG85, Chemistry Building (Map Ref 15) 
PCL048, Palatine Centre (Map Ref 60) 
CG91, Chemistry Building (Map Ref 15)

POSTGRADUATE OPEN DAYS 2017-18

ABOUT THE DAY

PROGRAMME DETAILS
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 Durham is a collegiate university and all students are  
 required to be a member of a college. There are sixteen   
 colleges in total at the University, including one college  
 solely for postgraduate students, Ustinov College.

All full-time students can choose whether they would like to live in 
college accommodation or in private accommodation. About one-third 
of postgraduates live in college but all postgraduates are welcome to 
take part in the range of activities on offer at their college, regardless of 
where they are living.

Durham college’s are first and foremost scholarly communities: special 
and distinct places supporting a shared community life and the common 
purpose and ideals of scholarship. Whilst a postgraduate’s primary focus 
will always be their department and their studies, our colleges offer 
an environment where postgraduate students can share their scholarly 
experiences. 

Colleges play a significant role in intellectual development, taking 
academic interests outside the lab, library or study room. The cut and 
thrust of intellectual debate takes place in college kitchens, dining 
rooms, over coffee during the day or a drink in the bar in the evening, 
and in the various college social spaces. The college environment 
enables students from across different departments to meet and engage 
in interdisciplinary dialogue both informally and, increasingly, through 
lectures, seminars or conferences held in college.

On the Open Day, you will be able to visit one of our colleges before 
registration to find out more about the communities there. These details 
can be found in the table below:

COLLEGE TOUR TIMES TOUR STARTING POINT

St Chad’s College 12:00pm & 12:30pm Reception, St Chad’s College (map ref 19)

St Cuthbert’s Society 12:00pm only* Reception, St Cuthbert’s Society Bailey Site (map ref 14a)

Ustinov College 12:00pm & 12:30pm 

Sheraton Park, DH1 4FL. 

We will be running a shuttle bus from outside the Palatine Centre (map ref 60) departing 10 
minutes before each tour time. Alternatively please meet at Sheraton Park at your chosen tour 
time.

Van Mildert College 12:00pm & 12:30pm Reception, Van Mildert College (map ref 4)

#DUpostgraduate

COLLEGES AT  
DURHAM UNIVERSITY

* This tour will take 45 minutes as it will cover both the Bailey (14a) and Parsons Field site (14b)
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SESSION  
OVERVIEWS

Postgraduate Café
Start your Postgraduate Open Day by registering with us and then visiting our Postgraduate Café. Here you will be able to enjoy a hot drink and chat 
with different members of the University including current postgraduates, Students’ Union representatives and members of University staff. 

You will also be able to talk to some of our Doctoral Training Centres, visit the Bill Bryson Library (map ref 12) and drop in to our support services in the 
Palatine Centre including:

•  International Office •  Disability Support

•  Careers, Employability & Enterprise Centre •  Counselling Service

•  Student Immigration and Finance Office •  Experience Durham (Sport, Music, Drama & Volunteering)

Funding for Masters
In this session, prospective Masters applicants will be able to discover the main sources of funding available. Information will be presented about 
scholarship and bursary opportunities as well as details of loans available.

Applying to Durham University 
Most of our postgraduate students apply through the University’s own admissions portal. This session takes attendees through the admissions and 
application process at Durham University, leaving ample time for questions for our Admissions staff.

Writing a Good Research Proposal 
If you’re thinking of applying for a PhD, you may need to submit a research proposal as part of your application. This session will explore what needs 
to be included in a research proposal and will help you to start thinking about writing your own proposal.

Colleges and Accommodation
Colleges are a key aspect of Durham University life for all our students. This session will explore what a college is and the opportunities that colleges 
offer, providing information regarding college membership and accommodation, alongside information on private accommodation around the city.

Academic Sessions
At our academic sessions you will have an opportunity to meet academic staff and current students, within an informal setting. This will allow you 
to ask any questions that you have about your planned programme of study. Depending on your area of academic interest, you may also have the 
opportunity to take a tour of the facilities. You can find more details about the location of your academic session on Pages 8 and 9.
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#DUpostgraduate

 1 Durham University Business School
 2  St Aidan’s College
 4  Van Mildert College
 5   Government and International  

Affairs (Al Qasimi Building)
 6  Collingwood College
 8  Grey College
 9  Trevelyan College
 10  St Mary’s College
 11  Biological and Biomedical Sciences
 12  Physics
 13  Bill Bryson Library

 14  Engineering and Computing Sciences
 15  Chemistry, Mathematics and Natural Sciences
  St Cuthbert’s Society
   St Cuthbert’s Society Parsons Field
 17  St John’s College
 19  St Chad’s College
 20  Hatfield College
 21  Union Society
 22  Music and Palace Green Library
 23  University College
 25  Elvet Riverside Building 1 and 2
 26  Dunelm House, Durham Students’ Union

 28  Philosophy
 29  School of Education
 30  College of St Hild and St Bede
 32  Graham Sport Centre at Maiden Castle
 33  English Studies
 34  Hatfield College James Barber House
 36  Applied Social Sciences  
   (Sport, Exercise and Physical 

Activity,Sociology and Criminology) 
 40  Geography
 41  Anthropology and Archaeology
 42  Hatfield College Palmers Garth

 43   Calman Learning Centre and Arthur Holmes 
Building (Earth Sciences)

 44  Psychology
 45  Mountjoy Centre
 46   Assembly Rooms Theatre, History and Classics 

and Ancient History
 51   Government and International Affairs (South 

End House)
 52  Ustinov College
 55  Josephine Butler College
 59  Theology and Religion
 60  Palatine Centre and Law School

Please note that Ustinov College is in the process of moving from its current location (map ref 52) to Sheraton Park, DH1 4FL.  
This move will be completed by the start of the 2018-19 academic year. College tours of Ustinov College will therefore be of the 
Sheraton Park site - please see page 5 for further information.
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SESSION LOCATIONS  
AND FINDING YOUR WAY

WALKING

Student ambassadors will be available to escort you to all sessions not 
on the bus route. Please meet outside the Postgraduate Cafe, PCL054, 
Palatine Centre at 15:20 or feel free to make your own way there using 
the map on page 7.

BUS

A shuttle bus will operate to Durham University Business School (Map 
Ref 1) and the Al-Qasimi Building (Map Ref 5) departing from outside the 
Postgraduate Cafe, PCL054, Palatine Centre at 15:20. It will also complete 
the return journey to the Palatine Centre at 17:00 (Business School) and 
17:05 (Al-Qasimi Building).
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SUBJECT LOCATION GRID REF MAP REF

Anthropology D125, The Bilsborough Lab, Dawson Building E6 41

Applied Social Sciences Room PCL053, Palatine Centre E6 60

Archaeology Room D216, Dawson Building E6 41

Biosciences Biosciences Atrium, Department of Biosciences E7 11

Business Durham University Business School, Reception A8 1

Chemistry* CG60, Department of Chemistry E6 15

Classics and Ancient History Room 206, Department of Classics and Ancient History, 38 North Bailey D3 46

Computer Science Reception, Department of Computer Science, Higginson Building E7 14

Earth Sciences Reception, Department of Earth Sciences, Level 2, Arthur Holmes Building E7 43

Education Room CM107, Department of Mathematical Sciences E6 15

Engineering Room E101 (PGT)/Room E102 (PGR), Department of Engineering, Christopherson Building E7 14

English Language Centre Room PC005, Palatine Centre E6 60

English Studies Reception, Department of English Studies, Hallgarth House E5 33

Geography Room W215, West Building, Department of Geography D6 40

Government and International  
Affairs (Politics)

Reception, Al-Qasimi Building B7 5

History Room 101 (PGR)/Room 102 (PGT), Department of History, 43 North Bailey D3 46

Law Room PCL050, Durham Law School, Palatine Centre E6 60

Mathematical Sciences Room CM204, Department of Mathematical Sciences E6 15

Modern Languages & Cultures Room ER152, Elvet Riverside 1 E3 25

Music Room 201, Department of Music, Palace Green C3 22

Philosophy Reception, Department of Philosophy, 51 Old Elvet F3 28

Physics Reception, Department of Physics, Rochester Building D7 12

Psychology Room L47, Psychology Building E7 44

Theology and Religion Seminar Room C, Abbey House, Palace Green D4 59

*Please note that those interested in studying Chemistry have 
a tailored presentations and sessions including how to apply 
and available project opportunities starting at 2pm in CG60, 
Department of Chemistry (map ref 43).



We also have a number of catering outlets on-site: 
 
LOWER MOUNTJOY CAFÉS  
(all within 3 minutes walking distance of the registration point) 

•  Calman Café: open from 08:00 to 16:30, serving a range of handmade and 
packaged sandwiches, paninis, soups, salads and muffins. Baristas are also 
available to make a handmade espresso beverage of your choice and there 
is a range of hot and cold drinks. Map reference 43.

•  Chemistry Café: open from 08:30 to 14:30, serving a range of packaged 
sandwiches, paninis, soups, salads and pastries. A range of speciality 
coffees, tea, hot chocolates and cold drinks are available. Map reference 
15.

•  Library Café: open from 08:00 to 20:30, serving a range of packaged 
sandwiches, salads and pastries. Baristas are on hand to make a beverage 
of your choice and cold drinks are available. Map reference 13.

•  Palatine Café and Restaurant: open from 08:00 to 16:30, serving a delicious 
range of hot food, handmade sandwiches and salads. You can try a 
breakfast first things, or a British classic for lunch. A range of hot and cold 
drinks are also available. Map reference 60. 

 
ELVET RIVERSIDE CAFÉ  
(10 minutes walk from the registration point)

•  Riverside Café: open 10:00 to 15:00, serving a range of hot food, including, 
jacket potatoes and pizza, sandwiches and snacks are also available. You 
can choose from an extensive range of specialty coffees. Map reference 26.

“I think the best thing about being a postgraduate 
student at Durham University in academic terms 
is the independence, the freedom to govern my 
own research whilst always having supervisors 
in the department willing to advise and support 
me. Socially, meeting other students, exchanging 
ideas and learning from one another helps us both 
academically and personally and also develops a 
great sense of community.

The approachability of and  
willingness to help out by  
both staff, non-academic  
and academic, and  
other students is  
something that I find  
invaluable.” 

Admir Jugo, 
PhD Anthropology.

POSTGRADUATE OPEN DAYS 2017-18

HOSPITALITY AND CATERING
Complimentary refreshments will be available between 13:15 
and 15:30 in the Postgraduate Cafe, PCL054, Palatine Centre 
(Map Ref 60).
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BY RAIL  
Durham is well served by rail links from major cities across the country. 
The East Coast mainline service from London King’s Cross can take 
less than 3 hours and First Transpennine Express links operate from 
Manchester, Sheffield and Leeds with cross-country links from Scotland, 
the Midlands, and the South West. Durham train station is approximately 
1.5 miles from the Mountjoy site (Map Ref 60). 

 
BY COACH  
There are several express coach services daily from many major 
cities. From Durham Bus Station, the number 6, 56, 57 and X12 
services all run to the junction leading to the Mountjoy site.  
See www.arrivabus.co.uk for timetable details.

 
BY AIR   
Durham is 26 miles from Newcastle International Airport and 24 
miles from Durham Tees Valley Airport - both of which have regular 
domestic and international flights. Newcastle Airport is linked 
to Durham City by frequent rail services. Travellers into Durham 
Tees Valley have access to a bus service that links the airport to 
Darlington, which has regular rail connections to Durham.

 
BY ROAD    
Durham City centre is two miles from the A1(M). Leave the motorway 
at Junction 62 on the A690 Durham - Sunderland road and follow 
signs to Durham City centre. Please check your route for roadworks, 
which may cause delays. 

 
PUBLIC PARKING     
We strongly advise visitors to use public transport to travel to Durham. 
Should you choose to drive please be aware there is no guaranteed 
parking on offer. The following public car parks are within walking 
distance of the city centre: 

• The Gates (DH1 4SJ) – 470 spaces 

•  Prince Bishop’s Shopping Centre (DH1 3UJ) – 400 spaces 

• Sidegate (DH1 5SY) – 107 spaces 

• The Sands (DH1 1SQ) – 147 spaces 

Please note there is a parking charge to use the above car parks. 
The road running through the Market Place to the Cathedral is subject 
to a £2.00 congestion charge which must be paid in advance or 
by 6pm on the charging day. Please ring 0191 384 6633 to make 
payment by credit or debit card. For more information on car parking 
please visit www.durham.gov.uk and search for Durham City Car Parks. 

PARK AND RIDE   
Public transport runs from the Park and Ride car parks into Durham city. 
A ticket must be purchased for each Park and Ride visitor when using 
the Park and Ride facilities even if the bus is not used. Facilities close at 
7.00pm and vehicles will be locked in overnight if still on site at this time. 

Please note there is a charge per person for using the Park and Ride. 

Park & Ride: 

Belmont: DH1 1SR 

Sniperley: DH1 5RA 

Howlands: DH1 3TQ

For more information visit www.durham.gov.uk and search for  
Park and Ride. 

 
VISITORS WITH ACCESS REQUIREMENTS  
To ensure you have the best possible Open Day experience we would 
advise you to contact us if you or someone in your party has a disability 
or mobility issue. 

E: pg.recruitment@durham.ac.uk  
T: 0191 334 9191

“The facilities here are quite remarkable. The 
Bill Bryson Library is stocked with all the books 
and journals you need for your study and I have 
unlimited access to the use of interdisciplinary 
laboratories for my research.”

Munira Raji, 
PhD in Earth Sciences.

#DUpostgraduate

TRAVELLING TO  
THE UNIVERSITY

Please note: we strongly encourage all visitors to use public 
transport to travel to Durham. Parking in Durham is extremely 
limited and there is no on-site parking provision.



POSTGRADUATE

OPEN DAY 
22 NOVEMBER 2017

#DUpostgraduate

This University publication is intended as a general guide to the University of Durham’s 
courses and facilities and forms no part of any contract between you and the University 
except as provided below. The publication is prepared in advance of the academic year 
to which they relate. The University makes every effort to ensure that the information 
contained here is accurate. 

Although reasonable steps are taken by the University to provide the courses and services 
described, the University cannot guarantee the provision of any course or facility. Any course 
may be altered or withdrawn owing to circumstances beyond the University of Durham’s 
reasonable control. Such circumstances include (but are not limited to) industrial action, 
lack of demand, departure of key personnel, change in Government policy, withdrawal or 
reduction of funding, change of Law. The University will take such steps as are available to 
it to minimise the effect of any alteration or withdrawal of a course. Such steps may include 
the offer of a place on an alternative course. 

Please note that the University’s website is the most up to date source of information regarding 
courses and facilities and we strongly recommend that you always visit the website before 
making any commitments.

Durham University and Durham University logo are registered Trade Marks of the University 
of Durham. Unless otherwise stated, all material in this publication is copyright of the 
University of Durham. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording or otherwise, without the permission of the University.

W: www.durham.ac.uk/pgopendays

E: pg.recruitment@durham.ac.uk
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