
The Bill Bryson Library 13  can be found on one corner of Lower 
Mountjoy, at the crossroads where South Road meets Stockton 
Road. The library has been extended and refurbished and just 
next to it is the Palatine Centre 60 (pictured). This is home 
to both the Law School and all professional support services 
for students (Admissions; Access and Student Recruitment; 
Counselling; Careers, Employability and Enterprise Centre; Disability 
Support; International Office; Student Immigration and Finance 
Support Office). It is also the home of Experience Durham, which 
co-ordinates a host of extra-curricular opportunities for students, 
and a restaurant and café for staff, students and visitors.

Opposite the library is Geography and the Institute of Hazard, Risk 
and Resilience 40 and to the left is a large, circular building. This 
is the Calman Learning Centre 43 which houses state of the art 
lecture theatres, with a café situated on the ground floor – a good 
place to stop for lunch or a coffee. 

Other departments and services located at Lower Mountjoy 
include: Anthropology and Archaeology 41, Chemistry and 
Mathematics 15 , Earth Sciences 43 and Physics 12 , and 
Engineering and Computing Sciences 14 . Next to Engineering, you 
can find the Centre for Academic, Researcher and Organisation 
Development (CAROD) who provide training and development 
opportunities for those on research-based courses.  

Taking the path between the Arthur Holmes Building 43  and the 
Engineering Building you will make your way to Upper Mountjoy, 
where you will find the Mountjoy Centre 45  (the location of more 
University offices) and the Biosciences 11  and Psychology 44  
departments. It takes no more than 10 minutes to reach Upper 
Mountjoy via this route.
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Palatine Centre

DURHAM CITY 
SELF-GUIDED TOUR
Welcome to Durham University and the City of Durham;  
we are delighted that you have chosen to visit us.

Durham University is uniquely located in a World Heritage site, 
juxtaposing state-of-the-art facilities with charming historic 
buildings. Our postgraduate students enjoy living and studying in 
a top 5 UK University* which provides them with the tools to excel 
academically, with a focus on involvement within extra-curricular 
pursuits. The strength of our academic excellence is reflected in the 
latest Research Excellence Framework (REF 2014) results, which 
is a national exercise to determine the quality of research in UK 
universities. REF 2014 identified world-leading research in every 
Durham University department.

In addition, our supportive collegiate system is at the heart 
of our distinctive student experience, each offering a diverse, 
interdisciplinary community of academics, students and staff from 
different backgrounds and cultures. Whilst all teaching or research 
is delivered via your academic department, your college provides 
an environment which encourages and supports your studies and 
personal development whether you choose to live in your college or 
elsewhere.

This self-guided tour will help you to navigate your way round 
the University site. You may pick and choose parts of the tour, 
or complete the whole circuit. Taking the whole tour at a steady 
pace you can expect it to take approximately two hours. Please be 
aware that as Durham is an historic city some of the terrain may be 
challenging especially for those with mobility difficulties. To discuss 
this please contact Disability Support on T: +44 (0)191 334 8115.

Thank you for visiting Durham University, we hope you enjoy your tour. 
* The Times and The Sunday Times Complete University Guide 2017
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Walking up from the New Inn pub junction you will immediately see 
signs for St Mary’s College 10  on your right. Further along again to 
the right, you will find Trevelyan College 9 , Van Mildert College 4 ,  
St Aidan’s College 2  and the departmental home of Government  
and International Affairs 5 . Beyond Van Mildert College is the 
recently refurbished Durham Business School 1 .

On the left hand side of South Road you will find Grey College 8 , 
Collingwood College 6  and Josephine Butler College 55 . Just  
beyond Josephine Butler College is Ustinov College 52 the only 
college solely for postgraduate students. This college will be based 
at Sheraton Park, Neville’s Cross from 2018 onwards alongside the 
pre-existing family accommodation at Keenan House, near the city 
centre.

Alternatively, if you have walked up through the centre of the 
Mountjoy site to Psychology and Biosciences, you can reach these 
colleges by taking the public footpath at the very top of the Upper 
Mountjoy which will bring you to the back of Grey College.

THE HILL

WHAT IS A COLLEGE?
All University accommodation is based in one of our colleges 
and every Durham University student belongs to a college. 
The collegiate system is what will make your Durham 
University experience so special and different from anywhere 
else. Colleges offer a vibrant, supportive community full of 
opportunities for you to gain new experiences, and develop 
skills to achieve more in your future life. 

For more information visit  
www.durham.ac.uk/postgraduate/live 

Postgraduate students at Grey College

Seminar in the School of Applied Social Sciences

The city centre is within 15 minutes walk of Lower Mountjoy: 
at the New Inn pub junction take the right fork down Church 
Street past St Oswald’s Church. Follow the bend downhill; you 
will see a pelican crossing. Dunelm House, the home to Durham 
Students’ Union and the English Language Centre 26 is located 
on the junction. Feel free to call in and have a look around the 
Students’ Union or visit the Riverside Café on the ground floor, 
which boasts spectacular views across the River Wear and a great 
tasting cup of coffee.

Continuing down New Elvet from Dunelm House you will pass 
some of the University’s facilities and lecture theatres on the left 
hand side. These buildings, known as Elvet Riverside buildings 1 
and 2 25, are also home to the School of Modern Languages 
and Cultures. 

Turning left at the traffic lights ahead, you will cross Elvet Bridge 
to access the city centre where you will find a range of high street 
and bespoke shops, pubs, restaurants and visitor attractions.

Alternatively, turn right at the traffic lights and continue on 
to Old Elvet. Here you will find the department offices for 
Philosophy 28 and Applied Social Sciences: Sport, Sociology and 
Criminology 36. To visit the College of St Hild and St Bede 30  take 
a left on to Territorial Lane and follow the road to the end, take 
the next right and cross over Baths Bridge. Continue up the hill 
and you will pass the School of Education 29 on your right and 
just beyond this is the College of St Hild and St Bede.

DURHAM CITY CENTRE

This University publication is intended as a general 

guide to the University of Durham’s courses and 

facilities and forms no part of any contract between 

you and the University except as provided below. 

The publication is prepared in advance of the 

academic year to which they relate. The University 

makes every effort to ensure that the information 

contained here is accurate.

Although reasonable steps are taken by the 

University to provide the courses and services 

described, the University cannot guarantee the 

provision of any course or facility. Any course may be 

altered or withdrawn owing to circumstances beyond 

the University of Durham’s reasonable control. 

Such circumstances include (but are not limited to) 

industrial action, lack of demand, departure of key 

personnel, change in Government policy, withdrawal 

or reduction of funding, change of Law. 

The University will take such steps as are available 

to it to minimise the effect of any alteration or 

withdrawal of a course. Such steps may include the 

offer of a place on an alternative course. 

Please note that the University’s website is the most 

up to date source of information regarding courses and 

facilities and we strongly recommend that you always 

visit the website before making any commitments.

Durham University and Durham University logo 

are registered Trade Marks of the University of 

Durham. Unless otherwise stated, all material in this 

publication is copyright of the University of Durham. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, 

stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any 

form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 

photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the 

permission of the University.
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For prospective 
postgraduate students



 1 Durham University Business School

 2  St Aidan’s College

 4  Van Mildert College

 5  Government and International Affairs (Al Qasimi Building)

 6  Collingwood College

 8  Grey College

 9  Trevelyan College

 10  St Mary’s College

 11  Biological and Biomedical Sciences

 12  Physics

 13  Bill Bryson Library

 14  Engineering and Computing Sciences

 15  Chemistry, Mathematics and Natural Sciences

  St Cuthbert’s Society, Bailey Site

   St Cuthbert’s Society, Parson’s Field

 17  St John’s College

 19  St Chad’s College

 20  Hatfield College

 21  Union Society

 22  Music and Palace Green Library

 23  University College

 25  Elvet Riverside Building 1 and 2

 26  Dunelm House, Durham Students’ Union and English Language Centre

 28  Philosophy

 29  School of Education

 30  College of St Hild and St Bede

 32  Graham Sport Centre at Maiden Castle

 33  English Studies

 34  Hatfield College, James Barber House

 36  Applied Social Sciences  
  (Sport, Exercise and Physical Activity, Sociology and Criminology) 

 40  Geography

 41  Anthropology and Archaeology

 42  Hatfield College, Palmers Garth

 43  Calman Learning Centre and Arthur Holmes Building (Earth Sciences)

 44  Psychology

 45  Mountjoy Centre

 46  Assembly Rooms Theatre, History and Classics and Ancient History

 51  Government and International Affairs (South End House)

 52  Ustinov College

 55  Josephine Butler College

 59  Theology and Religion

 60  Palatine Centre and Law School

MAP KEY

The ancient Market Place (grid reference D2/3) is a bustling hive 
of activity. From here to reach Palace Green head up Saddler 
Street, following the signs to the Cathedral and Castle. Where 
the road forks, turn right and follow the hill upwards. To the left 
is the Cathedral, and to your right is the Castle, which, as well as 
being a popular tourist attraction, also houses University College 
23 . The Castle is open to visitors 10:00-17:00 by guided tour 
only. Tour times vary depending on Durham University term time. 
Please call +44 (0)191 334 2932 for further information.

Situated around the Palace Green square are some of the 
University’s academic departments, including Music 22 and 
Theology and Religion 59. The Union Society 21 debating 
chambers and the University’s Palace Green Library 22 are also 
situated here. The Library hosts regular public exhibitions. 

PALACE GREEN

The area known as ‘the Bailey’ is located within the loop of 
the River Wear. To get to this area from Palace Green, pass the 
Cathedral on your right and go down the cobbled lane, towards 
Durham Heritage Museum. If you would like to see Hatfield 
College 20, the second oldest college at Durham, or the Assembly 
Rooms Theatre 46 , the heart of student theatre at Durham, then 
turn left, otherwise turn right to reach more colleges including St 
Chad’s 19 , St John’s 17  and St Cuthbert’s Society . (Please note, 
St Cuthbert’s Society also has another site on Green Lane )

Departments located here include Classics and Ancient History 46  
and History 46 .

THE BAILEY

WE HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED YOUR 
VISIT TO DURHAM UNIVERSITY.

Do you have more questions? 

You can always contact us, we would love to 
hear from you. 

Graduating students at Palace Green

The Bailey

The impressive Graham Sport Centre is set in spacious 
grounds and boasts an indoor rowing tank, a world-class 
fencing piste, indoor cricket nets, a performance analysis 
suite and a full range of outdoor pitches. For full details on 
our sport facilities visit www.durham.ac.uk/postgraduate/life/
experience/sport 

With the New Inn pub on your left, walk along Stockton 
Road, passing the Palatine Centre on your right, towards 
the roundabout where you should take the third exit 
signposted for Bowburn and Coxhoe. Follow the road 
downhill where you will see the Sport Centre on the left 
hand side. It takes approximately 15 minutes to walk from 
Lower Mountjoy to the Sport Centre.

GRAHAM SPORT CENTRE,  
MAIDEN CASTLE  

LOOK OUT FOR...

Graham Sport Centre

You can also visit us at one of our Postgraduate 
Open Days, see www.durham.ac.uk/pgopendays 
or contact Student Recruitment on: 

T: +44 (0)191 334 9191 or  
E: pgopen.days@durham.ac.uk
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