
 

Curator Craig Barclay and 

Masters degree placement 

student Lauren Barnes 

have won a share of the 

£70,000 Art Fund  

COLLECT 2013 prize.  

 

This Art Fund scheme, in 

its sixth and final year, 

awarded nine museums, 

including the Oriental  

Museum, with a piece of 

their choosing from the 

international contemporary 

art and craft fair at the 

Saatchi Gallery, London.  

The successful applicants 

were decided after a 

‘Dragon’s Den’ style pitch 

was made by the  

shortlisted curators to a 

panel of judges from the 

Art Fund and Crafts  

Council.  

 

The piece that Craig and 

Lauren chose is by a  

Korean artist, Lee Min Soo  

and is a series of three 

white porcelain bowls. The 

distinct feature of this piece 

is the blue and white 

stripes which you can see 

on the rim of each bowl.  

Although these appear to 

be painted blue lines on 

the porcelain, they are in 

fact very thin individual 

layers of blue and white 

clay which run throughout 

each bowl.  

 

Lee Min Soo is the only 

Korean artist to work in 
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intense tear-drop shaped 

blue-green celadon jars.  

All of the artists  

represented are at the  

forefront of ceramic art in 

Korea.  We hope that the 

pieces on display will offer 

an insight into the dynamic 

and beautiful work  

produced by contemporary 

Korean potters.  The  

exhibition will open on 27th 

June and run until 20th 

September 2013.  

Following on from our  

success at Art Fund  

COLLECT the Oriental 

Museum has an additional 

treat in store for all of our 

ceramic enthusiasts.   

 

Our new piece +,- was  

purchased from Gallery 

LVS, based in Seoul, 

South Korea.  This gallery 

is a pioneer in  

contemporary ceramic arts 

and crafts in Korea,  

focusing particularly on 

modern porcelain that 

takes its inspiration from 

Joseon dynasty tradition.   

 

To celebrate the museum’s 

purchase the Gallery have 

arranged to send an  

exhibition to Durham this 

summer.  The pieces  

included range from tiny 

white porcelain sets to  

Can’t get enough Korean 
ceramics? 

such a style and it took him 

three years to develop and 

master this skill. The piece, 

titled ‘+, -’, will be on  

display in the new  

permanent Korea gallery 

from October onwards.   

 

To complement this won-

derful piece, the Friends of 

the Oriental Museum have 

purchased two additional 

pieces.  Read more inside.  

Detail of + , - 
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Shedding new light in stores 

A thank you to our Friends! 

Thanks to the Friends of 

the Oriental Museum two 

new Korean pieces have 

been added to our  

collection in the last 

month to complement the 

piece won at Art Fund 

COLLECT. These  

contemporary white 

porcelain pieces are one 

of a kind and will help fill 

gaps in our collection, 

bringing the story of  

Korean ceramics  

up-to-date.  

One piece is a set of five, 

paper-thin bowls by Lee 

In Hwa. By thinning small 

bands of the porcelain, 

she creates a subtle, 

almost cloud-like pattern 

in the sides of the bowls 

that are reminiscent of a 

misty morning.  

The second piece that 

has been bought is an 

impressive Korean ‘Moon 

Jar’ by internationally 

acclaimed potter Mun 

Pyung, and this will  

undoubtedly form the 

centrepiece of the new 

Korea gallery.  

The ‘Moon Jar’ is so 

named as it, perhaps  

unsurprisingly, is shaped 

like a full moon. This form 

became popular in Korea 

in the 18
th
 century and it 

was famed for its purity of  

colour, the simplicity of its 

form, and the variations 

of light that are caused by 

the purposeful  

imperfections in the clay.  

 

The Moon Jar shape is 

so unique and distinct 

that it has become a 

quintessential Korean 

The grant will enable us 

to replace aging  

fluorescent lighting with 

state of the art LED 

lights.  These new lights 

are not only much more 

energy efficient, saving 

electricity, they are also 

UV free.  UV is one of the 

Thanks to a grant from 

Durham University’s  

Environment Office, 

Greenspace, the Oriental 

Museum will be getting 

new energy efficient LED 

lighting in two of our  

secure museum object 

stores.  

major causes of damage 

to museum objects so 

the new lighting will not 

only help with the  

university’s efforts to  

reduce its carbon  

footprint, it will be good 

for the collections too!  

U p d a t i n g  t h e  O r i e n t a l  M u s e u m  

piece. Modern masters of 

the Moon Jar are few and 

far between and so this 

piece is extremely  

important for the Korean 

gallery and the museum 

collection as a whole.  

 

Both of these pieces will 

be on display in the  

permanent gallery from 

October onwards.  We 

remain grateful to our 

Friends for their  

continued support for 

such important additions 

to the collections.  

Moon Jar by Mun Pyung 
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Our new Arts Council funded  

Himalayas and South Asia project is 

now underway.  The final outcome 

of this project will be new displays 

relating to this vast and varied  

region on level 2 of the museum.  

Before we get to that stage, there is 

a lot of research to do.   

 

The museum will be employing a 

number of research assistants and 

subject specialists over the next two 

years to audit and research the  

collections.  With objects from Tibet, 

Nepal, Bhutan, Afghanistan,  

Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka to 

consider - ranging from paintings 

and photographs to armour, weap-

ons, ceramics, ivory, jade, coins and 

glass - this is no small undertaking.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first step is an audit of all of 

these collections, to make sure we 

know exactly what we have and 

where it is.  This is underway.  Then 

specialist work can start to take 

place too. First up are coins and 

photographs.  With more than 2,500 

coins and upwards of 5,000 photos 

these form substantial bodies of  

material. The most important of 

these is the Marshall Collection of 

photography.  Read more about this 

collection below.   

 

To complement this research we will 

also be appointing a new outreach 

officer whose aim will be to involve 

local communities and special  

interest groups in the creation of the 

new displays.   We will keep you 

updated as the project progresses.   

intention was to support the 

newly established courses in 

Indian Studies.   

In addition to Marshall’s own 

notes, the Archaeological  

Survey’s photographers  

provided a range of 

useful information 

and references for 

the images.  The 

photographs cover 

an enormous range 

of sites and offer 

huge potential for 

research in a  

number of fields.   

However, this 

treasure trove has 

never been fully 

catalogued and 

remains largely 

unresearched.   

Our new project will digitise 

and fully catalogue the entire 

collection, opening up this 

amazing resource to modern 

scholarship.  We hope to begin 

making the images available 

online during 2014.  

One of the most important  

elements of the South Asian 

collections is the Marshall  

Collection of photographs.   

Sir John Marshall (1876-1958)

was a highly regarded  

archaeologist who served as 

Director General of the  

Archaeological Survey of India 

from 1902 to 1928.  In this  

capacity he was responsible for 

the excavation of iconic sites 

such as Mohenjo-Daro and 

Harappa, two of the main cities 

of the Indus Valley civilisation.   

In the early 1950s Marshall 

was persuaded to select and 

annotate 4,910 photographs of 

archaeological excavations in 

India to be donated to the  

department of Oriental Studies 

at Durham University.  The 

Rao Kaliyan Singh,  
ruler of Bikanir from 1541-1571, 

one of a set of portraits of Indian 
rulers in the collection  

The Marshall Collection  

South Asia research gets under way 

Photograph No. 3444 Pataliputra—Bulandibagh   
Wooden palisade wall of the  

Mauryan Period (322-185 BCE) 



The Oriental Museum has 

been invited to participate in a 

major initiative to research 

Japanese Buddhist art in  

European museums.   

 

The project is being run jointly 

by Hosei University in Japan 

and Zurich University,  

Switzerland and has been 

funded by the Japan Society 

for the Promotion of Science.  

 

The aim is to create a  

database, to be published 

online, that brings together 

collections of Japanese  

Buddhist art from across  

Europe and presents research 

into these collections being 

undertaken by academics in  

Europe and Japan.   The hope 

is that the project can reflect 

Western perspectives  

alongside Japanese concerns 

for their cultural heritage.    

 

The timing could not be better 

for the Oriental Museum as the 

project team will provide  

valuable research insight into 

our Japanese Buddhist objects 

ahead of the opening of our 

new Japanese gallery in  

October this year.    

 

Objects from our collections 

included in the project range 

from this two metre high gold  

lacquered image of Buddha, 

thought to date from the 16th 

century, to a small personal 

pocket shrine and other items 

for household devotions.   

Oriental Museum 
Elvet Hill 
Durham 
DH1 3TH 

Phone: 0191 334 5694 
Fax: 0191 334 5694 
E-mail: oriental.museum@durham.ac.uk 
Website: www.durham.ac.uk/oriental.museum 

The Oriental Museum is the only museum in the North 

of Britain devoted entirely to the art and archaeology 

of the Orient.  Our Chinese and Ancient Egyptian  

collections are among the finest to be found anywhere 

in Britain.  Other current displays include Japan, South 

East Asia, the Islamic World and material relating to 

Buddhism and Hinduism.   

 

The museum hosts regularly changing temporary 

exhibitions which offer visitors a chance to explore  

different aspects of Asian material culture, art and  

archaeology.  We run a lively programme of events 

including family activities during the school holidays 

and an annual series of lectures organized by the 

Friends of the Oriental Museum.  

New research on Japanese Buddhist art 

Detail of a gold lacquered figure of 
Buddha currently undergoing research 

as part of this project 


