
going to mean some  

gallery closures during 

April and May 2012 but 

there will also be the  

opportunity to watch staff 

in action undertaking  

conservation and creating 

new displays.  Find out 

more inside this issue.  

In November 2011 we 

opened the new Malcolm 

MacDonald gallery,  

focusing on the Oriental 

Museum’s wonderful  

Chinese collections.  Now 

the focus is shifting to  

Japan and Korea.   

New Japanese and Korean 

galleries are due to open 

on level 1 in autumn 2013. 

To achieve this we need to 

undertake our most  

ambitious gallery project to 

date. 

The current Japanese  

gallery, pictured here, is on 

level 2 of the museum.  

Much of this material 

needs to move up to level 

1.  At the same time our 

displays relating to the  

Islamic world and South 

Asia need to move down to 

level 2.   

These displays include 

some of the largest and 

most difficult to move  

objects in our collections.  

Moving them around is 

The current Japanese gallery will close in May 

Focus on Japan and Korea 
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fascinating part of the  

collection was donated by 

the Right Reverend  

Richard Rutt who lived and 

worked in Korea for almost 

20 years from 1954.   

Small it may be, but  

fascinating it certainly is.  

We look forward to sharing 

more of the Korean  

collection with you in 2013.   

Up to now the Oriental  

Museum has not had a 

Korean gallery.  A small 

number of Korean  

pieces used to be found 

among the Chinese  

ceramics on level 3, but 

otherwise our Korean  

collection has been hidden 

from view.  This is probably 

because it is one of the  

museum’s smallest  

collections, numbering just 

over 300 objects. However,  

size isn’t everything.   

There are ceramics and 

bronze mirrors dating back 

to the Koryo dynasty (935-

1392 CE), musical  

instruments, textiles, coins, 

weapons, prints and  

furniture.  One particularly 

Small but beautifully formed 
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Shoji Hamada 
vase recently 
purchased for 
the collection 
with the  
support of the 
Artfund 

Come along and watch! 

Adding to the collections 

In recent weeks, the  

Oriental Museum has 

been able to make a 

number of significant  

additions to its collections 

with the support of the 

Art Fund’s RENEW grant 

programme.   

Important acquisitions 

include two ceramic  

pieces by Shoji Hamada 

(1894-1978), Japan’s 

most revered post-war 

potter.  The pieces - a 

hexagonal stoneware 

vase with persimmon 

glaze and a stoneware 

bottle vase - are both fine 

examples of the work of 

this internationally  

esteemed potter.   

Shoji Hamada’s work has 

not been represented in 

the Oriental Museum’s  

collection before now and 

these pieces will form a 

key ‘bridge’ between our  

existing historic  

collections and our new 

collections of  

contemporary work.   

Other additions include 

original hand-coloured 

anime cels (the  

transparent sheets used 

in traditional hand-drawn 

animation) illustrating the 

cartoon characters 

Doraemon (an earless 

robotic cat originally  

created by Fujiko Fujio) 

and Astroboy, 

the most  

famous  

creation of 

the legendary 

illustrator 

Osamu  

Tezuka, who 

is revered in 

Japan as the 

‘God of  

Manga’.   

These works add  

significantly to our  

collection of Japanese 

graphic art and have  

already provoked an  

enthusiastic response 

from Durham students 

and students studying  

animation at Sunderland 

University.  They will be 

used as part of the new 

displays being planned 

for the Japanese gallery 

opening in 2013.   

have once adorned the 

balconies of a Burmese 

palace or temple and 

may date back to around 

1700 CE.  There are nine 

panels of varying length 

and they are decorated 

with scenes from Hindu 

stories such as the epic 

Ramayana.  They are 

one of the treasures of 

our South East Asian 

collections.   

From mid-April until mid-

May visitors will be able 

to see staff working to 

prepare the panels for 

rehanging in a much 

more prominent location. 

Come along and watch 

the cleaning in progress 

or visit after 29 May to 

see them mounted on the 

museum’s own balcony 

above level 2.    

In April we will be closing 

the current India and  

Tibet displays so that we 

can create a work space 

where we can conserve 

and clean the Burmese 

wooden panels that  

currently hang around 

the edge of this gallery.   

Many visitors don’t notice 

these amazing panels 

which are thought to 

U p d a t i n g  t h e  O r i e n t a l  M u s e u m  

Original hand-coloured cel  
depicting Astroboy  
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Opening on 16th June, this 

exhibition will explore  

relations between Britain and 

China from 1500 to the  

present day.  The exhibition 

is being designed and  

curated by local teenagers 

and Durham University  

students as part of the  

Cultural Olympiad for London 

2012.  It will combine  the 

Oriental Museum’s Chinese  

collections with  

archaeological evidence  

discovered in Durham city 

and now housed at the Old 

Fulling Mill Museum of  

Archaeology.  It will also 

make use of archival material 

from the Palace Green  

Library archives and,  

perhaps most importantly, 

the personal memories of the 

local Chinese community.   

From early European maps 

of China to an English  

bishop’s chopstick holder; 

from porcelain beer mugs to 

Olympic mascots; the  

exhibition will explore the 

diverse range of objects and 

experiences that link Britain 

and China.   

lantern slides.  Most of these 

have never been researched 

or displayed in the museum.   

The first camera arrived in 

Japan in 1848.  The following 

50 years were a period of 

enormous change for Japan 

as it abandoned its policy of 

national seclusion, replaced 

feudal rule with a  

constitutional monarchy and 

embarked on a policy of  

rapid modernization and 

westernization.  The  

development of photography 

in Japan was part of this  

story, both reflecting and 

contributing to the changes 

that swept through the  

country.  Cameras created 

new images that helped to 

define Japan both in the 

eyes of its own people and in 

the eyes of the world.    

Research into the Oriental 

Museum’s Japanese  

photographs is still in the 

early stages.  However, it is 

clear that some of the  

images were produced by 

professional studios 

while others seem to 

have been taken by  

private individuals.  They 

range in subject matter 

from views of temples,  

mountains and rivers to 

building sites, industrial 

machinery and shop 

fronts.  Others are  

studio shots produced for 

sale to foreigners to 

show Japanese costume 

and customs.  Many of these 

are hand tinted.   

Early photographs are very 

difficult to display in galleries 

as they are very sensitive to 

light.  We are currently  

looking at digital solutions to 

allow us to share more of this 

amazing collection with our 

visitors.   

The first stage of planning for 

the new Japan gallery has 

been to review the  

collections.  We want to  

really understand where our 

strengths are, where we 

need to build up the  

collection more and what 

possibilities there are for  

creating new displays on 

themes we haven’t  

addressed before now.  This 

has also helped us to assess 

where we need to ask for  

specialist help to improve our 

knowledge or bring  

information on our database 

up to date.  There have also 

been a few surprises.  

The biggest of these has 

been quite how many early 

photographs we have from 

Japan.  Almost a quarter of 

the entire Japanese  

collection is made up of 

photographs and magic  

A Chinese 
porcelain 

mug made for 
the European  

market during 
the 18th  
century 

Early Japanese photography 

Japanese studio 

print from 1899 



As the timetable on the left 

shows, it will be autumn 2013 

before the new Japan and  

Korea galleries open on level 1 

of the museum.  However, to 

facilitate the development work 

we need to begin clearing this 

gallery in April of this year.   

It is vital that we continue to 

fulfill our role to support  

teaching for schools and  

university students during this 

period of development.  For 

this reason we will be creating 

new displays on level 2 of the 

museum during April and May 

this year.  These displays will 

highlight key aspects of the 

collections from the Islamic 

World, Japan, South Asia and 

South East Asia.  As we are 

squeezing two galleries into 

one, we can’t display  

everything.  In planning we 

have prioritised objects that 

are frequently used to support 

teaching.   

We hope that other visitors will 

also enjoy the displays.  Tell 

us what you like and what you 

don’t like.  We want to use 

your input to help us plan the 

final shape of our new  

galleries.  

Oriental Museum 
Elvet Hill 
Durham 
DH1 3TH 

Phone: 0191 334 5694 
Fax: 0191 334 5694 
E-mail: oriental.museum@durham.ac.uk 
Website: www.durham.ac.uk/oriental.museum 

The Oriental Museum is the only museum in the North 

of Britain devoted entirely to the art and archaeology 

of the Orient.  Our Chinese and Ancient Egyptian  

collections are among the finest to be found anywhere 

in Britain.  Other current displays include Japan, South 

East Asia, the Islamic World and material relating to 

Buddhism and Hinduism.   

 

The museum hosts regularly changing temporary 

exhibitions which offer visitors a chance to explore  

different aspects of Asian material culture, art and  

archaeology.  We run a lively programme of events 

including family activities during the school holidays 

and an annual series of lectures organized by the 

Friends of the Oriental Museum.  

Keeping up support for 
teaching in the galleries 

Learning about South East 
Asia 

16 April 2012  India and Tibet displays 

(level 1) close to allow for conservation of 

Burmese panels 

18 May 2012  Japan and South East Asia 

displays (level 2) close to allow for  

installation of Burmese panels in new  

location above level 2 

29 May 2012  New interim displays for 

Japan, South Asia, South East Asia and 

Islamic World open on level 2 

16 June 2012 ‘Made in China:  

Experiences and Exports’ opens as part of 

Cultural Olympiad in space on level 1 

January 2013 Installation of new cases 

begins for Japan and Korea galleries 

Autumn 2013 new Japan and Korea  

galleries open 

Timeline for 
development  


