
jades, bronze weapons 

and religious artefacts that 

reflect the other strengths 

of the collection.     

The Oriental Museum is 

home to one of the finest 

collections of Chinese  

antiquities in the UK.  In 

February this year we 

opened our refurbished 

Marvels of China gallery, 

designed to introduce  

visitors to the wonders of 

this amazing culture.  

Since then staff have been 

working on our second 

Chinese gallery which 

opens to the public on  

Friday 11th November.   

 

The new gallery is being 

named the Malcolm  

MacDonald Gallery in  

honour of one of our most 

important benefactors.  

The ceramics collected by 

politician and diplomat the 

Rt Hon Malcolm  

MacDonald form one of the 

key elements of the  

Chinese collection in 

Durham.  Covering 

almost 5000 years of 

history, from the  

Neolithic Period to the 

20th century, these 

magnificent ceramics 

will form the back-

bone of the new  

gallery.  Read more 

about MacDonald and 

his collection on p2.   

 

Occupying a whole 

floor of the museum, 

the completely  

refurbished gallery will 

also feature ancient 

Detail of the decoration on a 
famille rose style dish from the 
MacDonald collection dating to 
the reign of Yongzheng,  
1722-1735 CE 

New China gallery taking shape 
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want school children to 

have fun in the museum, 

so if you visit you will see 

graphics with titles like 

‘mud, glorious mud’ and 

‘bread and beer’.  There is 

also plenty for families and 

friends to do. The giant 

senet game has proved 

particularly popular, with 

groups settling in for the 

whole afternoon to enjoy a 

game.   

School children from 

across the North East have 

begun putting the  

museum’s new Egypt  

Education gallery through 

its paces!   

 

During September and 

October more than 400 

school children have  

tried out the new activities 

created specifically for the 

gallery by our Learning 

Team.  The gallery has 

been laid out to meet the 

needs of the national  

curriculum but we also 

Testing time for Egypt gallery 

A view of the new gallery 
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Malcolm MacDonald  
was Chancellor of  
Durham University 
from 1971-1980 

Looking ahead 

Who was Malcolm MacDonald? 

The son of Prime  

Minister Ramsay  

MacDonald, Malcolm 

followed in his father’s 

footsteps, being elected 

as a Labour MP in the 

1929 general election.   

 

In this same year,  

Malcolm attended a  

conference in Kyoto.  

Already a connoisseur 

and collector of English 

pottery, MacDonald’s 

post-conference travels 

through Korea, China 

and Manchuria opened 

his eyes to the wonders 

of Chinese ceramics.  It 

was on this visit that he 

made his first purchases.   

 

In the course of his  

political career  

MacDonald served in a 

number of key  

government posts.  He 

was Secretary of State 

for the Colonies during 

the crisis that surrounded 

the abdication of Edward 

VIII and during the Blitz 

he served as Minister of 

Health before being 

moved to Canada as 

High Commissioner for 

the duration of the war.   

 

In 1946 MacDonald  

returned to the Far East 

as Governor-General of 

Malaya, later  

Commissioner General 

for South East Asia.   

These posts allowed 

MacDonald to begin to 

collect Chinese ceramics 

in earnest.  

 

In 1955, he was made 

High Commissioner to 

India.  Reluctant to move 

his Chinese ceramics to  

India, MacDonald turned 

his attention to finding a 

museum in the UK which 

would be willing to accept 

his collection on loan.  

His search led him to 

Durham’s recently  

established School of 

Oriental Studies.   

 

MacDonald’s collection 

arrived in Durham in 

1956, initially on a 5-year 

loan.  MacDonald did not 

however stop collecting, 

and almost as soon as 

the collection arrived in 

Durham he began to add 

pieces with the aim of 

creating a fully  

comprehensive Chinese 

ceramic teaching  

collection.   

 

After serving as the final 

Governor of Kenya  

before independence in 

1963, MacDonald began 

to plan for retirement.   

He decided to make  

Durham a permanent 

home for his Chinese 

ceramics and, after a 

fundraising appeal, the 

museum acquired the 

entire collection in 1969.  

 

In 1971 MacDonald  

became Chancellor of 

Durham University and 

he continued to donate to 

the museum until his 

death in 1981.   

brought up to the same 

high standard.  Next on 

the list are Japan, Korea, 

the Indian subcontinent 

and South East Asia.   

This means undertaking 

our most ambitious  

project yet: renovate two 

galleries simultaneously 

and relocate some of the 

By the end of 2011 we 

will have completed the 

redisplay of both Ancient 

Egypt galleries and both 

China galleries at the 

Oriental Museum.  We 

won’t be stopping there.  

The aim is that by the 

end of 2015 the whole 

museum will have been 

largest objects in the  

collection.  During 2012 

we will be planning this  

project carefully so that 

during 2013 and 2014 we 

can transform levels 1 

and 2 of the museum.  

We will keep you up to 

date with progress via 

this newsletter. 

Specialists will be 
called in to move 
and conserve the 

Burmese  
manuscript chest 

U p d a t i n g  t h e  O r i e n t a l  M u s e u m  
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The current temporary  

exhibition at the Oriental  

Museum is Te Ara: Māori 

Pathways of Leadership.  A 

number of Friends have 

asked how this exhibition 

came to be on display here.  

New Zealand stretches the 

definition of ‘Orient’ quite a 

long way, even by our broad 

definition.   

 

The answer is that Durham is 

part of the Matariki Network 

of Universities (MNU).  This 

international group of  

outstanding universities was 

formed to enhance diversity, 

share ideas and expertise 

and to learn international 

best practice from each 

other.  One of our MNU  

partners is Otago University 

in Dunedin, New Zealand.   

 

Academics at Otago  

University were part of the 

research team whose work 

led to this exhibition.  Their 

project explored ways to 

maximize Māori youth  

participation and success in 

society based on Māori  

values.  Te Ara is the first 

ever exhibition on Māori  

culture curated by Māori 

themselves to have been 

shown in the UK.  Displaying 

this exhibition of wonderful 

photography in the Oriental 

Museum is one of the many 

ways that we are sharing 

with and learning from our 

international university  

partners.   

buds and a small amount of 

water. The results can be 

dramatic, as you can see in 

the ‘before and after’  

photographs shown here.   

Some very fragile or unstable 

objects need specialist  

attention.  The museum is 

lucky enough to be able to 

call upon the services of a 

number of highly skilled  

conservators in the region.   

 

Some fragile objects may 

need repairs to make them 

stable enough to display.  

These are done using  

reversible methods so that 

no permanent changes are 

made to the object. Ancient 

metalwork requires particular 

attention.  All of the ancient 

bronzes going on display in 

the new gallery have been 

carefully treated to remove 

any active corrosion and  

stabilise the object to try to 

prevent further deterioration.  

This work can reveal  

wonderful surprises, such as 

the delicate silver decoration 

on this 2000 year old bronze 

which was barely visible  

before conservation.  

Museum professionals use 

the term ‘conservation’ to 

describe the ways in which 

we work to care for and  

preserve our collections.  

Preparing a new gallery  

offers us the opportunity to 

carry out a great deal of  

conservation on the  

collections.   

 

Even when kept behind glass 

in museum display cases,  

objects become dusty over 

time.  Museum staff have 

cleaned all of the ceramics 

going into the new displays 

in the Malcolm MacDonald 

Gallery.  Different cleaning 

methods suit different  

objects.  For some, latex 

sponges can be used to very 

carefully remove dust without 

causing any damage to the 

object’s surface.  Awkwardly 

shaped or very dirty objects 

can be cleaned using cotton 

Cleaning and conservation 

‘Before and after’: cleaning 
the Chinese ceramics  

Te Ara: Māori pathways of Leadership 

Shaft terminal 
of an ancient 

weapon before  
and after  

conservation   



The Oriental Museum is to 

boost its collections of  

Japanese art thanks to a grant 

from the Art Fund RENEW 

scheme. 

In the face of fierce  

competition from museums 

and galleries across the UK, 

the Oriental Museum was one 

of just five successful RENEW 

projects, securing £50,000. 

The money will be used to 

develop a new collection of 

material, Made in Japan,  

relating to and reflecting  

contemporary Japanese  

popular culture. 

The new collection will include 

manga and anime, fashion and 

costumes, and cutting-edge 

design, as well as  

contemporary ceramics and 

prints.  

The image shown here is  

original artwork from the  

Japanese anime TV series 

UFO Baby purchased by the 

museum in 2010 to support 

teaching at GCSE and A-level.  

The new collection will build on 

this and other recent  

purchases greatly to expand 

our potential to support  

students at all levels studying 

contemporary Japanese art.  

We will be working with  

Durham University’s School of 

Education, students from  

Teikyo University of Japan in 

Durham and other partners to 

build the collection over the 

coming two years.   

Oriental Museum 
Elvet Hill 
Durham 
DH1 3TH 

Phone: 0191 334 5694 
Fax: 0191 334 5694 
E-mail: oriental.museum@durham.ac.uk 
Website: www.durham.ac.uk/oriental.museum 

The Oriental Museum is the only museum in the North 

of Britain devoted entirely to the art and archaeology 

of the Orient.  Our Chinese and Ancient Egyptian  

collections are among the finest to be found anywhere 

in Britain.  Other current displays include Japan, South 

East Asia, the Islamic World and material relating to 

Buddhism and Hinduism.   

 

The museum hosts regularly changing temporary 

exhibitions which offer visitors a chance to explore  

different aspects of Asian material culture, art and  

archaeology.  We run a lively programme of events 

including family activities during the school holidays 

and an annual series of lectures organized by the 

Friends of the Oriental Museum.  

Funding boost for the Japanese Collection  

Artwork from the Japanese anime TV series 
UFO Baby 


