
We are also constructing a 

new display space for the  

museum’s famous Chinese 

bed.  Volunteers from the 

Embroiderer’s Guild are 

producing a complete set 

of replica hangings and  

bedding, which you can 

read more about inside this 

issue. 

Finally, down on level 3, 

electrical work will form the 

first phase of a complete 

redisplay of this gallery.  

Work will continue until late 

summer to create a totally 

new look for this space.    

As we write the Oriental 

Museum is closed to the 

public.  We will reopen on 

Monday 24th January for a 

week and then close again 

for two days on 31st  

January and 1st February.  

These closed periods are 

to allow us to carry out the 

first major batch of work 

required to update the  

museum. This includes  

electrical upgrades,  

plastering and decorating, 

new flooring in some areas 

and the complete  

refurbishment of the  

reception, shop and café 

area.   

Better visitors facilities 

From the beginning of  

February visitors can look 

forward to a totally new 

look reception, shop and 

café zone.  New features 

include increasing the 

amount of café seating, 

with new bench seating 

overlooking the balcony 

offering a view of the whole 

museum while you drink 

your coffee.  The shop will 

also be expanded to allow 

us to increase the range of 

gifts and souvenirs on  

offer.  The reception desk 

will be relocated to give 

staff a better view of the 

entire museum and allow 

them to serve the needs of 

shop and café visitors 

more efficiently.   

Gallery upgrades 

We are also carrying out  

extensive work in our two 

Chinese galleries.  In  

Marvels of China, on the 

museum’s ground floor, we 

are creating a completely 

new layout.  This will allow 

us to cater better for the  

increasing number of 

school groups visiting the 

museum to study China.  
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There are 

currently more 

than 380 

fluorescent 

light and 120 

halogen lights 

in the Oriental 

Museum 

galleries.  We 

aim to replace 

all of these 

with LEDs by 

the end of 2014  

A 19th century 
pith painting of a 
Chinese bed 

Committed to Green tourism 

Can we play now?  

The Chinese bed 

The museum’s Chinese 

bed was probably made 

in the 1840s for English 

trader Lancelot Dent.  It 

was shipped back to 

England and remained in 

the family home until 

1981 when the museum 

purchased it.   

The bed is a liang 

chuang, a ‘cool bed’.  

These beds were  

designed for use in the 

hot climates of southern 

China.  They were  

positioned in the centre 

of the room to allow 

maximum air flow around 

the bed to keep the  

occupant cool.  Hangings 

of lightweight fabric were 

designed to allow air to 

flow but keep out insects.   

Using images from the 

19th century, members of 

the Embroiderers Guild 

are working with museum 

staff to create a complete 

set of replica hangings 

and bedding for our bed 

so that visitors can see 

how the bed might have 

looked when it was in 

use.   

The bed will also be  

moving to a new display 

area, designed to allow 

visitors better views of 

the fine inlay and carving 

on the front sections.  

This move is a very deli-

cate process as the bed 

contains no screws or 

nails.  It is in fact a giant 

3D jigsaw puzzle. 

This region continues to 

battle with issues of child 

labour as children are 

used as beggars, in  

domestic labour, fishing, 

manufacturing, farming 

and in bars and cafés 

that serve the tourist  

industry.  Many receive 

little or no schooling  

The museum may be 

undertaking major  

renovations, but our  

programme of temporary 

exhibitions continues.  

On 11 February ’Can we 

play now?’, an exhibition 

exploring the lives of  

children in South East 

Asia, opens to the public.   

as a result.  

Sunderland-based  

photographers Paul 

Johnson and Jackie Neil 

have travelled  

extensively through 

South East Asia  

documenting the lives of 

some of these children.    

materials wherever  

possible.  Wood, MDF 

and other materials are 

being reused to create 

the new gallery spaces.  

Old cases are being  

refurbished with modern 

conservation materials, 

rather than being  

replaced.  We are also 

replacing energy-hungry 

halogen and fluorescent 

lighting with low energy 

LED lights.   

This commitment also 

carries through to the 

shop and café where we 

are increasing the  

number of Fairtrade 

items. We seek out  

suppliers of sustainable 

and recyclable products 

and check for policies to 

safeguard against  

exploitation of workers.   

Just before Christmas 

the Oriental Museum 

received a Silver award 

in the Green Tourism 

Business Scheme 

(GTBS), the national  

sustainable tourism 

scheme for the UK.   

Our commitment to the 

environment can be seen 

throughout this project. 

We are recycling display 
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New display cases for Egypt gallery  
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With funding from the DCMS/

Wolfson Gallery  

Improvement Fund, work 

continues on the new Egypt 

gallery aimed at schools and  

families.   

New display cases for this 

gallery will cover two  

complete walls, freeing up 

the centre of the gallery to 

allow a full class of children 

to be easily accommodated.   

The displays will focus on 

daily life in Egypt to provide a 

contrast with the existing 

displays in the adjacent 

Thacker gallery where much 

of the focus is on death and 

burial.  The displays will be 

divided into four themes: 

what did the Ancient  

Egyptians look like; how did 

they live; what did they  

believe; and who was in 

charge?    

Many of the objects selected 

for the gallery are now being 

conserved to ensure they are 

stable enough to be on long-

term display.  These include 

textiles, tools and jewellery.   

provide a timeline from the 

Neolithic to the end of the 

Imperial period, an ambitious 

project spanning 4000 years.   

The Chinese collections 

number more than 10,000 

objects so the main problem 

that staff will face will be to 

narrow down the choices to 

objects that represent each 

period.  Core to the gallery 

will be the ceramic collection 

of the Rt Hon Malcolm  

MacDonald and the jade and 

hardstone collection of Sir 

Charles Hardinge. These 

collections contain objects 

from virtually all periods of 

Chinese history.    

MacDonald, who went on to 

be Chancellor of Durham 

University, was particularly 

keen on a chronological  

display of the Chinese  

ceramics and he continued 

to add to the collection after 

he had deposited it at the  

museum with the aim of 

’filling in the gaps’ to allow for 

this.    Hardinge’s lifelong 

passion for jade mean that 

the museum has more than 

1500 objects to choose from 

in this material alone.  

The gallery will also include 

lacquer, wood, ivory, and 

where possible textiles and 

works on paper.  

Level 3 of the museum,  

Chinese Art and  

Archaeology, is being  

completely refitted this year 

with support from the MLA’s 

Designation Development 

Fund.   

Our first aim is to make the 

space warmer and more 

comfortable for visitors by 

undertaking improvements to 

the electrical systems,  

redecorating and fully  

carpeting the area.  We hope 

these comforts will entice 

visitors to stay longer and 

see more of the wonderful 

collections on display.   

In the next phase of work we 

will completely refurbish the 

existing wall cases and  

combine this with state of the 

art freestanding cases and 

totally relight the gallery  

using new LED lighting.   

Our aim for this gallery is to 

An impression of how the new cases will look 
in the Egypt gallery 

Chinese art and archaeology 

Shu fu porcelain cup from 
the MacDonald collection, 

Yuan dynasty  
(1279-1368 CE) 

More than 

800 objects 

have been 

taken off 

display on 

level 3 to 

allow for the 

redisplay.  



The Ancient Egyptian servant girl, 

probably the museum’s most  

famous object, is also on short 

term loan for the first 3 months of 

this exhibition.   

The servant girl is tiny but she is 

also unique and totally  

irreplaceable.  In order to ensure 

that she remains properly  

protected we are installing a new 

case, made to the highest  

specifications, that will allow her to 

remain on permanent display with-

out risk of damage.  We will also 

be installing new LED lighting to 

protect the tiny pieces of ivory and 

paint on the surface of the statu-

ette.  The Treasures of  

Durham University exhibition gives 

us the perfect opportunity to carry 

out this work while still allowing 

the servant girl to stay on public 

display in Durham.   

Oriental Museum 
Elvet Hill 
Durham 
DH1 3TH 

Phone: 0191 334 5694 
Fax: 0191 334 5694 
E-mail: oriental.museum@durham.ac.uk 
Website: www.durham.ac.uk/oriental.museum 

The Oriental Museum is the only museum in the North 

of Britain devoted entirely to the art and archaeology 

of the Orient.  Our Chinese and Ancient Egyptian  

collections are among the finest to be found anywhere 

in Britain.  Other current displays include Japan, South 

East Asia, the Islamic World and material relating to 

Buddhism and Hinduism.   

 

The museum hosts regularly changing temporary 

exhibitions which offer visitors a chance to explore  

different aspects of Asian material culture, art and  

archaeology.  We run a lively programme of events 

including family activities during the school holidays 

and an annual series of lectures organized by the 

Friends of the Oriental Museum.  

The Treasures of Durham University  

The Ancient Egyptian servant 
girl, currently on display at  
Palace Green Library 

While we are carrying out our  

refurbishment visitors can still see 

some of our most important  

treasures on display at a new  

exhibition at Palace Green Library.  

‘The Treasures of Durham  

University’ is the first exhibition to 

take place in Palace Green  

Library’s prestigious new Wolfson 

Hall.  Alongside some of the key 

items from the Oriental Museum 

collections, visitors can see  

objects from the Old Fulling Mill 

Museum of Archaeology, Durham 

Castle and the Library itself.  

Treasures from the Oriental  

Museum range from the  

monumental Japanese Buddha 

head to the headhunting sword 

Temengong Koh, paramount chief 

of the Iban tribe from Borneo.   


