
commence, and this  

newsletter is designed to 

keep you informed of our 

progress.  We would  

welcome your comments 

and questions.    

The Oriental Museum 

opened to the public in 

May 1960.  This year we 

are celebrating the  

museum’s Golden Jubilee.  

The anniversary has been 

marked by a number of 

events and the publication 

of a new book highlighting 

some of the museum’s 

treasures.   

In addition to these  

celebrations, museum staff 

have been planning some 

major changes to the  

galleries, classrooms, shop 

and café.  Pretty much 

every part of the museum 

is getting an overhaul.   

We have set out an  

ambitious programme of 

development for the next 

five years.  Consultation 

with Friends and other 

groups has been going on 

throughout the year as we 

have honed our plans.  

Now major work is about to 
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We have also created a 

second teaching room 

aimed at small-group and 

university teaching.  It is 

set up for object handling 

sessions, seminars and 

student projects based on 

our collections.  These 

rooms are in use now.  

 

The Oriental Museum was 

created to house the 

teaching and research  

collections of Durham  

University’s School of  

Oriental Studies.  50 years 

on we are still heavily  

involved in teaching and 

research for the University.  

We also host more than 

2,000 local school children 

each year.  One of the first 

priorities for the new  

development programme 

has been to upgrade 

teaching facilities.  The 

classroom in Elvet Hill 

House, has been  

redecorated and new  

storage facilities and tables 

have been installed to give 

education staff maximum 

flexibility in the layout of 

the room.  

Schools and students 
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Did you know 

there are 

almost 7,000 

objects in the 

Oriental 

Museum’s 

Ancient 

Egyptian 

collection? 

Fragile Chinese 
textiles in the  
Marvels of China 
gallery need a rest 

Egypt 

Near and Middle East 

China 

The Marvels of China 

gallery opened in 2000.  

This wonderful gallery 

introduces visitors to our 

amazing Chinese  

collections.  The gallery 

makes heavy use of our 

large collection of  

Chinese textiles but 

these fragile items suffer 

from damage if exposed 

to light for too long.  It is 

time for a change.   

During autumn 2010 and 

spring 2011 staff will be 

working to update  

Marvels of China.  All of 

the textiles and many 

other fragile items, such 

as paintings, will be given 

a well-deserved rest.  

New objects will be  

coming onto display from 

our stores.   

The aim is to make  

Marvels of China as  

family-friendly as  

possible, including the 

creating a new education 

area within the gallery.   

Meanwhile, down on 

Level 3 a complete  

refurbishment will be  

getting underway during 

2011.  This gallery will 

focus on our incredible 

ceramic collections, early 

Chinese archaeology and 

the Tibetan collections.   

All of this is being made 

possible by a grant from 

the Museum, Libraries 

and Archive Council’s 

Designation  

Development Fund. 

temporary exhibition 

area.   

 

Alongside the Islamic 

collections will be some 

of the museum’s notable 

pre-Islamic material from 

the Near and Middle 

East.  Visitors can look 

forward to seeing objects 

The museum’s 

small but very fine 

Islamic collections 

are currently 

housed on Level 1.  

As part of the 

development plan 

a new gallery will 

be developed in 

the current  

from excavations at the 

biblical cities of Lachish, 

Ur and Jerusalem, early  

Christian material (such 

as the lamp shown here), 

and ancient clay tablets 

inscribed in Sumerian, 

the world’s oldest written 

language.  This is  

scheduled for 2012.   

Egypt Education gallery 

to the same standard.   

 

With funding obtained 

from the DCMS/Wolfson 

Gallery Improvement 

Fund this work is now 

underway.  The new 

Wolfson Gallery will  

feature all-new state of 

the art cases with  

environmental controls 

and more LED lighting.  

The displays are being 

designed to meet the 

needs of school groups 

studying Key Stage 2 but 

will appeal to family  

visitors too.  And don’t 

worry, we will be keeping 

the ever popular dressing 

up and Playmobil!   

If all goes well the new 

gallery will be open by 

Easter 2011.  

In 2009 Egyptian Art at 

Durham University was 

opened in the refurbished 

Thacker Gallery.   

 

This gallery features the  

highlights of our Ancient 

Egyptian collections and 

makes use of modern 

conservation grade  

materials and low energy 

LED lighting. Now the 

focus is on upgrading our 

An oil 
lamp  

thought to 
have be-

longed to 
Timothy II, 

Coptic 
Pope of 

Alexandria 

U p d a t i n g  t h e  O r i e n t a l  M u s e u m  



Stories of the World 
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Stories of the World is one of 

the national flagship projects 

of the Cultural Olympiad.  

The aim is to create a series 

of innovative exhibitions to 

run in 2011/12 featuring UK  

museum collections  

reinterpreted by fresh voices.   

 

In the North East, the  

Oriental Museum is working 

in partnership with museums 

in Tyne and Wear and  

Middlesbrough to reinterpret 

the North East’s outstanding 

world cultures collections.  

This project - Journeys of 

Discovery - involves museum 

staff working with young  

people from the local area 

together with source  

communities for our  

collections to create a series 

of exhibitions and events.  

The first project - the creation 

of a children’s trail round the 

museum - launches in  

October 2010. 

 

As part of the broader  

development 

programme 

across Durham 

University the 

gamelan  

orchestra is 

likely to move to 

a new home in 

late 2010.  This 

means we can use space on 

Level 2 to host our young 

people’s own exhibition, 

which is due to open Easter 

2011. More will follow in 

2012! 

Similarly, the museum’s 

South East Asian collections 

include some real treasures, 

only a small proportion of 

which are currently on  

display.   

 

In 2014 Level 2 of the  

museum will be transformed 

into a new gallery for South 

At present the only material 

from India, Pakistan and the 

other parts of South Asia on 

display in the museum is in 

the displays on Level 1  

relating to Hinduism,  

Buddhism and Jainism.  A 

much wider range of material 

ranging from ivory chessmen 

to jeweled necklaces       

remains in store.  

and South East 

Asia.  The aim will 

be to draw out  

common themes 

such as religion 

while also  

celebrating the rich 

diversity of cultures 

to be found across 

this vast region.   

enough space to do justice to 

the collections.   

 

In 2013 we will create a 

brand new Japanese gallery 

on Level 1.  Making use of 

the extra space in this gallery 

we will be able to showcase 

a larger proportion of this 

popular collection.  It is 

hoped that there will also be 

space to create a new  

activity area to allow art 

groups and others to work in 

the galleries.  Ahead of this  

development, the museum 

has already begun to make 

changes.  We are now  

rotating the display of  

woodblock prints every six 

months.  Look out for the 

next change in October.   

The Japanese gallery is one 

of the most popular in the 

museum, both with general 

visitors and increasingly with 

school groups.  The  

museum’s wonderful  

woodblock print and textile 

collections are heavily used 

as a resource for GCSE and 

A-level art groups.  However, 

at present there just isn’t 

Callum 
the Camel 
features 
in the first 
Journeys 
of  
Discovery  
project 

Japan 

South and South-East Asia 

Sword and scabbard  
belonging to Temenggong 
Koh, famous Iban head-
hunter 

The current 

display of 

Japanese 

woodblock 

prints will 

be changing 

in October 

2010 and 

every six 

months 

from now 

on. 



Recent visitors to the museum 

will have noticed some 

changes to the reception area.  

This is the first step towards 

completely redesigning the 

reception, shop and café area. 

By Easter 2011 we hope to 

have a completed a total  

redesign of this space to help 

visitors orient themselves 

when they enter the building, 

enjoy a coffee and cake and 

make that special purchase in 

the shop!   

We are also investing in a new 

wheelchair for visitors to use in 

the museum and extra seating, 

including portable stools that 

you can carry round with you. 

Once the rest of the  

development has been  

completed we are also  

planning to upgrade the  

museum foyer, installing new 

plans and other information to 

help visitors plan their route 

around the museum’s  

displays.   

Oriental Museum 
Elvet Hill 
Durham 
DH1 3TH 

Phone: 0191 334 5694 
Fax: 0191 334 5694 
E-mail: oriental.museum@durham.ac.uk 
Website: www.durham.ac.uk/oriental.museum 

The Oriental Museum is the only museum in the North 

of Britain devoted entirely to the art and archaeology 

of the Orient.  Our Chinese and Ancient Egyptian  

collections are among the finest to be found anywhere 

in Britain.  Other current displays include Japan, South 

East Asia, the Islamic World and material relating to 

Buddhism and Hinduism.   

 

The museum hosts regularly changing temporary 

exhibitions which offer visitors a chance to explore  

different aspects of Asian material culture, art and  

archaeology.  We run a lively programme of events 

including family activities during the school holidays 

and an annual series of lectures organized by the 

Friends of the Oriental Museum.  

Facilities for Visitors 

The current layout of the 
reception area and café  

2010 - Marvels of China updated 

2010 - work begins on Wolfson Gallery 

focusing on Ancient Egypt for schools 

2010/2011 - reception, shop and café 

area totally redesigned 

2011 - Refurbishment of Level 3 and  

redisplay of Chinese collections 

2011 - Tibetan material moves to Level 3 

2012 - New Near and Middle Eastern  

Gallery created in current temporary  

exhibition area 

2013 - New Japanese Gallery created on 

level 1 

2014 - New South and South East Asia 

gallery created on Level 2 

2015 - entrance foyer updated and new 

visitor orientation materials installed  

Timeline for 
development  


