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Over the last 10 years, the Oriental  

Museum has undergone a complete 

transformation.  We are now embarking 

on the final phase of the modernisation 

with the creation of a new Silk Roads 

gallery.   

 

This major project will transform the 

ground floor of the Museum. Silk Roads 

will be an introductory gallery for the 

whole museum, bringing together works 

from across our collections to tell stories 

of trade, travel and exchange across the 

continent of Asia and into Europe, all the 

way to Durham.  

 

Silk, ceramics and spices have travelled 

these trade routes for centuries. At the 

same time people have exchanged 

knowledge, learned about other faiths 

and been influenced by new artistic 

styles.  

 

The new gallery will feature visitor  

favourites such as our magnificent  

Chinese bed alongside objects never 

seen before. Chinese jades, Islamic  

metalwork, and Russian folk art will be 

among the treasures that will feature in 

exciting cross-cultural displays.    

The Marvels of China and West Asia  
galleries on the ground floor of the  
museum will close in November 2019.  
These spaces will be transformed to  
create the new gallery.   

This development has been made  

possible due to funding from a number 

of sources.  The museum has been 

awarded £50,000 by the Department for 

Culture, Media and Sport and the 

Wolfson Foundation to help fund new 

high security, flexible cases to enable us 

to display a wider range of material.   

 

The Arts Council for England has  

supported the project with a grant of 

£45,054 to support community, school 

and artist input into the project as well as 

vital building work.  You can find out 

more about some of our many other  

supporters inside.  If you would like to 

get involved, keep reading to find out 

how you can be part of the team.   



 

 

The new Silk Roads gallery will include a 

range of objects that are not currently on 

display in the museum.  This includes  

material from Central Asia and Mongolia.  

 

For example, in 2018 the museum was 

fortunate to acquire a new collection of 

Mongolian material collected by the  

donor’s father during the 1970s while 

working as an attaché at the British  

Embassy in Ulan Bator.  

 

The collection includes a number of  

religious works found in local markets.  

These were being offered for sale as 

places of worship had been closed under 

communist law.  The Buddhist artworks 

show the strong influence of Tibetan 

Buddhism on Mongolian works.  Pieces 

from this collection will go on display in 

the new gallery for the first time.   
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Did you know?  

 

You can search all of the Oriental  

Museum’s collections online.  Just go to  

 

 

Select ‘Durham Museums’ and try out an 

search term you like.  There are more 

than 33,000 objects to discover.   

The museum is very grateful for the  

support of many donors who continue to 

give us historic objects from all parts of 

Asia and North Africa.  In all of our  

galleries, we also seek to include  

contemporary art.   

 

We have recently received support from 

Durham University and the Islamic Art 

and Material Culture Subject Specialist 

Network to undertake contemporary  

collecting with a particular focus on the 

Islamic World.   

 

Our new acquisitions range from a  

minimalist contemporary prayer mat by 

British Muslim designer Ruh Al-Alam and 

calligraphy by Lebanese graffiti artists 

Phat 2 (see detail above).  The collection 

not only includes art relating to political 

events such as the Arab Spring and the 

refugee crisis but also everyday objects 

such as prayer beads and the famous 

burkini.  We hope to include a range of 

these works in the new displays.  



 

 

Our staff have a lot of knowledge and 

expertise.  That doesn’t mean that we 

don’t need a lot of help for a project like 

this to be successful.   

 

Over the years we have been working to 

redevelop the Oriental Museum, we have 

benefited enormously from the input of 

local communities, subject specialists, 

international students studying at 

Durham and many more.  Can you help 

us with this project?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We will begin hosting workshops during 

autumn 2019, working with local  

community groups, students and  

academics from Durham University. As 

we have in the past, we want to  

collaborate with the widest possible 

range of communities to better  

understand the cultures and faiths that 

will be represented in these galleries, 

how different communities want to be  

represented and what objects from our 

collection people feel should be included 

in the galleries.  If you would like to get 

involved, please email us at  

oriental.museum@durham.ac.uk for 

more information.   
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UK museum curators benefit enormously 

from the support of groups of specialist 

curators who offer their assistance to 

other museums around the country.  The 

has supported the  

development of this project on a number 

of occasions.  

 

An Islamic art curator visited the museum 

in January 2017 to undertake an initial  

review of our existing Islamic material.  

Based on this assessment we received 

advice from other specialists on ideas for 

display themes, how to make the most of 

the collections for schools teaching and 

which areas we might look at for  

expansion of the collections.   

 

In September 2019 a calligraphy expert 

will visit the Oriental Museum for two 

days. The specialist will study around 50 

pieces in our collections with Arabic,  

Persian or Urdu inscriptions for which we 

do not currently have translations. The  

information that we get from this visit 

will help deepen our understanding of 

the collection and feed into the new  

gallery.  
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Elvet Hill, Durham, DH1 3TH 
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+44 191 334 5691 

oriental.museum@durham.ac.uk  

 

Visit our Facebook page  

facebook.com/oriental.museum60  
 

 

Follow @dumuseums for the  

the latest news on exhibitions and 

events plus behind the scenes 
 

See more of our collections 

@orientalmuseum_durhamuni  

 

 

To give us time to work with a wide range of communities on the development of the 
new Silk Roads gallery, there will be several months between the closing of the current 
displays and the opening of the new gallery.  Rather than leaving the space empty, we 
are using the opportunity to bring an exciting new British Museum exhibition to Durham 
in early 2020.   

A British Museum Touring Exhibition,  
Pushing Paper: contemporary drawing from 
1970 to now illustrates how artists  
experiment with the power of paper to  
express their ideas by pushing the medium 
in new directions. 

The exhibition highlights the breadth and 
quality of the British Museum’s collection of 
modern art, as well as its global scope. 

Amongst the oldest forms of human  
creativity, drawing is experiencing a  
resurgence in popularity as artists  
increasingly choose the medium as a means 
to examine the modern world, with topics 
ranging from explorations of gender and 
political activism to questions of belonging    
and human sexuality. 

The exhibition of 56 works will showcase 
the astonishing diversity of contemporary 
drawing over the last fifty years, with 
graphic work by artists such as David  
Hockney, Rachel Whiteread, Sol LeWitt,  
Anish Kapoor, Tracey Emin and Grayson 
Perry, as well as exciting works by  
emerging artists like Hamid Sulaiman and 
Rachel Duckhouse. 

For the first time, the British Museum has 
co-curated this exhibition with partner  
museums from around the UK. In a new 
way of working, curatorial staff from  
partner museums collaborated with the 
British Museum to decide on themes within 
the exhibition and to research and select 
the works on display, as well as contribute  
chapters to the accompanying catalogue. 
Curators from the partner museums  
involved in the project included Alix  
Collingwood-Swinburn, Curator of Western 
Art at Durham University. 

We are very excited to be hosting this  
exhibition at the Oriental Museum from  
29 February to 17 May 2020.  

 

This exhibition has been generously  
supported by the Bridget Riley Art  
Foundation.  


