
development programme is 

already under way.  The 

Egyptian Art gallery will 

close in early August to 

allow for new cases to be 

installed.  Read more  

inside this issue.  

It has been a busy year at 

the Oriental Museum. In 

December 2014 a new 

gallery devoted to West 

Asia opened on the ground 

floor.  This gallery has 

been specifically created to 

meet demand from local 

schools following the 

changes in the national 

curriculum that came into 

effect from September 

2014.  

Then, in February 2015 the 

major new gallery devoted 

to the Himalayas, South 

Asia and Southeast Asia 

opened. This gallery  

occupies the whole of level 

2 of the museum and  

includes many objects that 

have never been on  

display before.  Find out 

more about both galleries 

on page 2.  

With no pause for a rest, 

the next phase of the  

Himalayas, South Asia and Southeast Asia 

New galleries open, next phase 
about to get underway 
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38,000 have images.   

This is a working database, 

updated every 24 hours to 

reflect the work we are 

doing in the museums.  

Every day we add  

information based on  

current research, create 

new records for recently  

acquired material and  

add new photography.  

Why not take a look? 

All of the Oriental  

Museum’s collections are 

now available online.   

Over the last year  

members of the museum 

team have worked with 

colleagues in the University 

library, archives and IT 

services to bring all of the 

University’s resources  

together in a single  

searchable database.  Just 

log on to the Oriental  

Museum website and  

follow the Discover our 

collections link.  

The ‘Durham Museums’ 

option allows you to search 

the Oriental Museum,  

Museum of Archaeology 

and Durham Castle  

collections.  This includes 

more than 51,000 object 

records of which just over 

Discover our collections online 
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The astronomical globe, 
being used to support 
teaching on early Islamic 
science 

New Tibetan  
displays include 
objects never  
before exhibited 

New West Asia gallery opens 

Changes in Marvels of China 

Level 2 reopens 

In February 

the new  

gallery  

devoted to 

Himalayas, 

South Asia 

and South-

east Asia 

opened.  

Occupying the whole of 

level 2 of the museum, 

the completely  

refurbished gallery  

features objects ranging 

from ancient Indus Valley 

ceramics dating back to 

2,500 BCE to a modern 

safety helmet decorated 

with Islamic motifs by its 

owner in Indonesia.   

The creation of the  

gallery was the  

culmination of 18 months 

of intensive research into 

the museum’s collections.  

Curators re-examined 

thousands of objects and 

re-evaluated their  

importance with the  

assistance of members 

of local South Asian and 

Southeast Asian  

communities.  Members 

of the local Sikh and  

Hindu communities  

together with Durham 

University academics 

and students helped  

curators to understand 

and interpret the  

collections.   

The project was funded 

by Arts Council and 

DCMS/Wolfson Gallery 

Improvement Fund.  

for school groups, family 

activities and tours this 

was a good opportunity 

to fine-tune the gallery to 

reflect how it is being 

used.  Some cases have 

been simplified to make 

them easier to use with 

school groups.  The  

famous astronomical 

In order to make room for 

the new West Asia  

displays, it has been 

necessary to make some 

changes to the Marvels 

of China gallery.   

This gallery was  

redeveloped in 2011. 

After three years of use 

clock (pictured here) has 

been moved into a case 

on Chinese science and 

technology.  Text panels 

have also been updated 

to reflect questions  

commonly asked by  

visitors.  Next time you 

are in the museum, see if 

you can spot the changes! 

In the meantime,  

changes to the National 

Curriculum from  

September 2014 mean 

that Early Islam now  

features on the Key 

Stage 2 history  

curriculum and teachers 

locally were asking for 

help.   

 

The museum team has 

responded by creating a 

small new gallery  

focusing on Early Islam 

in what was the Silk 

Road section of Marvels 

of China.  This gallery 

allows us to support local 

schools teaching while 

we work to create the 

larger, permanent  

gallery.  Opened in late 

December 2014, the  

gallery is proving popular 

with local schools.    

The final stage of the 

Oriental Museum  

redevelopment project 

will be a gallery focusing 

on the museum’s  

wonderful collections of 

pre-Islamic and Islamic 

material from the  

Mediterranean, North 

Africa and West Asia.  

This new gallery will not 

be open until 2017.  

U p d a t i n g  t h e  O r i e n t a l  M u s e u m  
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In 2009 Egyptian Art at 

Durham University was 

opened in the refurbished 

Thacker Gallery.   

 

This gallery features the  

highlights of our Ancient 

Egyptian collections and is a 

firm favourite with visitors.   

However, the cases housing 

these treasures are now  

outdated.  We need to install 

new cases that will provide 

better environmental  

conditions for fragile pieces 

and greatly improved  

security for the whole  

collection.   

Knowing how popular this 

gallery is with visitors, we are 

not going to make many 

changes, but we will take the 

opportunity to improve some 

areas in response to visitor 

feedback. For example, the 

celebrated servant girl 

(pictured here) will get a new  

completely round case so 

you can see her from every  

angle.   

The current gallery will 

close in early August 

2015 and the refurbished 

space will reopen in  

February 2016.   

In the meantime there will 

still be plenty of Egyptian 

material on display in the 

museum’s second  

Egyptian gallery.  Key 

objects, such as the  

servant girl, move into this 

gallery so that visitors 

don't miss seeing them 

during the refurbishment.  

Chinese export fan design.  

This exhibition will be open 

from 5th September to 31st 

December 2015.   

Meanwhile at the Manchester 

Museum, a number of the 

Oriental Museum’s mummies 

will feature in Gifts for the 

Gods: Animal Mummies in 

Ancient Egypt opening this 

Objects from the Oriental 

Museum collections will be 

on display in London and 

Manchester this autumn.   

In London, a number of  

pieces of Chinese porcelain, 

metalwork and lacquer will 

feature in Made in China, an 

exhibition at the Fan  

Museum focusing on  

October. This major 

new exhibition  

looking at the  

practice of  

mummifying animals 

as offerings will then 

travel to Glasgow 

and Liverpool.   

Old and the New: Middle  

Kingdom Egypt.  

Curators from the Met have 

travelled the world to search 

out the finest pieces from this 

important period in Ancient 

Egyptian history.  It is a  

reflection of the quality of the 

Oriental Museum’s  

collections that four of our 

pieces have been selected 

for the show.  

The heavy stelae can only be 

moved using specialist lifting 

equipment.  This will be 

much easier to do when the 

gallery is closed and other 

pieces are moved safely out 

of the way.  All four will  

return in time for the  

reopening of the gallery in 

early 2016.  

One of the reasons for the 

timing of the redevelopment 

of the Egyptian Art gallery is 

that four key pieces are  

taking a trip overseas this  

autumn.   

Three of our large stelae and 

an obelisk are being loaned 

to the Metropolitan Museum 

in New York for their major 

new exhibition Between the 

The Servant Girl will 
stay on display  

during the  
redevelopment 

Loan to Metropolitan Museum 

Oriental Museum objects on loan around the UK 

This head of a 
mummified hawk will feature in the exhibition 

The obelisk of 
Amenemhat will 
be travelling to  
New York this 

autumn 



The Oriental Museum has 

been awarded VisitEngland’s 

Welcome Accolade in  

recognition of staff who go the 

extra mile to create an  

enjoyable and memorable  

experience for visitors.  

Introduced by VisitEngland for 

the first time in October 2014, 

the scheme awards attractions 

of all kinds for the quality of 

their visitor experience,  

covering not just museums 

and galleries but farms,  

historic houses, gardens,  

cathedrals and country parks.   

The Oriental Museum was one 

of only 57 attractions from 

across the country to receive 

the accolade in February this 

year following its assessment 

in autumn 2014.  

Oriental Museum 
Elvet Hill 
Durham 
DH1 3TH 

Phone: 0191 334 5694 
E-mail: oriental.museum@durham.ac.uk 
Website: www.durham.ac.uk/oriental.museum 

The Oriental Museum is the only museum in the North 

of Britain devoted entirely to the art and archaeology 

of the Orient.  Our Chinese and Ancient Egyptian  

collections are among the finest to be found anywhere 

in Britain.  Other current displays include Japan,  

Korea, Central, South and South East Asia and the 

Near and Middle East.   

 

The museum hosts regularly changing temporary 

exhibitions which offer visitors a chance to explore  

different aspects of Asian material culture, art and  

archaeology.  We run a lively programme of events 

including family activities during the school holidays 

and an annual series of lectures organized by the 

Friends of the Oriental Museum.  

Welcome Accolade 
recognizes staff achievement 

8 October to 17 December 2015 

An exhibition of work by members of the 

Northern Potters Association inspired by 

the Oriental Museum’s collections.  

 

22 October 2015 to January 2016 

Silk and Steel: the endurance of the 

Roman Empire in the East 

Illustrations of life in the Byzantine Empire 

by artist Graham Sumner 

 

10 to 15 November 2015 

On the Threshold  

an installation by London-based Japanese 

contemporary artists.  Organised in  

collaboration with Teikyo University to 

coincide with the Lumiere festival.  

Coming soon 

Staff were commended for excellent service at the 
reception desk and in the museum shop 


